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PFPERSON OF Tt JAPANESE RACE Rl ENT 1IN .
- !
SETTLEMENTS IN THE PROVINCE OF BRITISH i
COLUMBIA !
1
' Pursusnt to the provisions of P,C, Number 9498, i
of December l4th, 1943, which reads in part as follows:=-

B

" The Committee of the Privy Council have had before
them a report, dated December 9th, 1943, from the
Minister of Labour, representing with reference to
Order-in-Council, P.C, 946 of February 5th, 1942,
which empowers the Minister of lLabour to make
provision for the maintenance and welfare of the
persons of the Japanese race evacuated from the
protected areas of British Columbia, that it 1is

" deemed advisable that an inquiry be made into the
present provision made for the maintenance and
welfare of persons of the Japanese race resident
in settlements in the interior of British Columbia
under the administration of the Department of
Labour, by the appointment of a Commission for an
immediate inquiry into such matters and to report
thereon to the Minister of Labour in respect thereto.”

" The Minister therefore recommends that Dr. F.W.
Jackson, Deputy Minister of Health and Public
Welfare, Province of Manitoba, Dr. G.F. Davidson,
Executive Secretary, Canadian Welfare Council,
Ottawa, W. R. Bone, Administrator of Social Services,
City of Vancouver, and Mrs. Mary Sutherland,
Revelstoke, B.C., be appointed Commissioners under
Part I of the Inquiries Act, to inquire into the
provision made for the welfare and maintenance of
persons of the Japsnese race resident in the settle-
ments in the Province of British Columbis under the
administration of the Department of Labour and to
. . report thereon to the Minister of Labour, together
o 4 with such recommendations as to further measures to
3 A be taken with regard thereto s the Commission deens
advisable and that Dr. F.W. Jackson be the Chsirman
of such Commission; "

Your Commissioners so appointed met in Vancouver on December

20th and extended their investigations and hearings over the

........

period to January 12th, 1944,



At thi first meeting held in th officeso the
British Columbia Security Commission, 360 Home: treet,
Vancouver, the organization of Your Commission's activities
and the method )y procedure for Your Com niasiont'es 11;(;‘3,\}‘}.' wore
discussed and determined, l
Mr, George Collins, Commissioner, B,C, Security |
i B |
Commission, was invited to be present to outline the administra- s

tive policy in respect to the care of the persons of the Japanese
race resident in the Interior Settlements, It was decided to
proceed to Tashme immediately to obtain a picture of the general
conditions, and to become acquainted with the problems likely to 1
be encountered, A letter was sent to all Settlements inviting

their Japanese Camp Committees to appear before Your Commission

and make representations in writing respecting matters of v
conplaint, It was agreed that these meetings would be informal

and would be held in camera, but that the written brief and the
transeript of discussion at the time of presentation should be

certified and signed for the Japanese Camp Committee, These

form appendices B and C, 8 to 15 inclusive,

Based on the experience gained on the visit to

Tashme, the following procedure for investigation of other camps

was decided upon as generally applicable:-

) Discussion on camp management with the camp
supervisor,

2e lieeting with the Japanese Camp Committee,
3 il Se Investigation of all situations alleged by the
M S s it | Japanese Camp Comnittee to be undesirable, and
e | visits to all parts of the Settlement accompanied
' by members of the Japanese Camp Committees,

A final discussion with the Settlement executives‘

Your Commission from the beginning was aware of

the difficulty of finding an adequate "yardstick" by which to
appraise the welfare and maintenance of the persons of the

Japanese race resident in the Interior Settlements.
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It was agreoed that the following criteria should
The physical condition of the D« ‘.T-lf" including
that of the children, and a conparison with
their pre-evacuation condition ae recorded in

obtainable health rocords;

The adequacy of maintenance rates for indigent
familiocs to be determincd by comparison with
thoir pre=evacuation standard of living and with
tho standard of other porsons receiving publice
aid;

The adequacy of housing conditions ae deoterminca
by a comparison with their pre-evacuation
dwellings, by their suitability for climatic
conditions, and the availability of building
materials;

The extoent of opportunity for occupation on a
self~supporting basis as compared with prc-
evacuation opportunities;

The adequacy of the educational programme and
school facilities for the children in the
Interior Scttlements;

Availability and use of Japancsec assets,

The complaints most frequently encountered in

Your Commission's investigation of the Settlements were:i-

1,

That the maintenance rates for indigent Japanese
are insufficient to buy adequate food at
prevailing prices;

That houses are overcrowded, unsafe during winter

weathor, and unsuited to severe climatic
conditions;

That the supply of fuel is inefficiently
distributed and of inferior quality;

Thet there is unreasonable delay in supplying
necdod clothing and shocs to familiecs on
maintenance;

That the health of the people is adversely

affected by inadequato housing and insufficient

food and that this has resulted in increased
illness and malnutrition of children;

That thore is a lack of facilitioes for indoor

recreation during winter months, cecspecially for

childron,
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Scttlements

tivo work,
of the staffs at oseh

from the residents orf

forth 1its finding
In stating its findings,

this fact,

ficans of mceting an emergency,

Youzy ','r-n,"il.'l.,lfﬂh, On ;n;LJ’"Jf‘L':’i. h

xtensive and thorough \nvostigation of the wolfure end mointon-

ance of the poople of tho Jopancse roco in Interior Sottlemontse,

It rocords its admirction for tho eplondid piceo of work

0xocutod by the original B, wocurity Commission in 1its task

0T evacuating twonty-thro thousand porsons from the Defence

Area to tompor ry rosidenco ovlsowhoero, Thore was no procedent

to follow, The construetion problom alonc, during the peak of

war stringency of materials was a gigantic achicvemont, Tho

@vacuation of theso pceople with, so far as Your Commission can
find, o minimun of hardship is a mattor for congretulation,

Your Commnission is impresscd with tho gencrally

adequato administration of tho bprogram in thoe Scttleoments by

the Department of Labour of the Dominion Government through its

instrumcnt, tho B0 Sccurity Comnission, Tad- Bl Security
Commission functions on the wholcg cfficiontly and would appear
to be adequate for the carrying out of the policy ostablished
by the Government,

The co-ordination of the various local

administrative units is good, Tho offico quarters from whieh
Lha BC, Security Commission Operates, although origineally
sufficient aro, at prescnt, overerowded, No Provision is made

for a rest roon for the female staff,

The local administrations at the vo

are locatod in suitable quarters and the

goncrally Speaking, is officiont,

local ddninistration office is rocruited

the Scttlemcnts.

In the following Pages Your Commission has sct

~

8 and rocommendations in categorical fashion,

Your Comnission draws attention to

that the Interior Sottlement pr

The Settlements are statod by

rious Intecrior
administre-~

A large percoentoge

ocjoets are o tenporary
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canp committees contended that the Occident

-~ ()

the Department : Loabous t o l-", "A step in the oevacuation
process and a training ground for employment,... in the Pral
and the East," (1) It hags never been the policy so far as
Your Commission can learn, to develop the Settlements with any
contemplation of permanency, With this your Commission 4i:
entire accord, Consequently, in evaluating the welfare and

maintenance of the people in the Interior Settlemente, the

temporary aspect of the provisions should be borne in mind

all timesds

The appendices contain the details of the
representations made to Your

data,

MAINTENANOOCDESE

FINDINGS

All indigents
persons
in cash and purchase their

(=]

Your Comnission received no complaints in respect to food

obtainable, Foods
better quality, There was
and fish, as
the Settlements
available land for garden purposes,

Every representation made by Japanese camp
committees rcguested an incrcase
rates, despite the fact that tho
the B,C, Security Commission are

provincial social assistance rate,

for Orientals and that given by the Depa

National Health for war pensioners requiring supplemental

assistance,

(1) APPENDIX 2 PAGE ¢ PARAGRAPH 8

in

Commisesion and other supporting

except certain grouvns of older

in the Interior Settlements receive their maintenancoe

food at Commission or local stores

inspected in the stores were of averagoe or

a8 a fair renge of cheaper cuts of meat
woll as of the more expensive varieties, 1In all

Japanese were encouraged to, and did, use all

in the present food maintenarce
rates of food maintonance of
slightly higher than the

that of the City of Vancouver

artment of Pensions and

In support of their argument some of the Japanese

al in receipt of food
maintenance has more opportunity of Supplementing his food




fllowance with money earned at ocamsual labour than the Japaneso,
With this Your Commission does not agree haviy in mind that
only unemployable Occidentals are on public assistance at the
present time,

u Commission has made no attempt to ascertain

whether any of the food rates above-mentioned are adequate, but

the evidence of the Health ZEZxaminations of school children

e e el sl

together with the general improvement in health shows that the
food obtained by the Japanese in the Interior Settlements is
sufficient to maintain health, proper growth eand

development,(1)

Representations were also made in respect to

iy

clothing and fuel, In regard to clothing there was no complaint
regarding quality, It was generally alleged that the interval
: between the issuance of the requisition and the delivery of the E
:
! clothing was too long, The supply and quality of the wood was ?;
! &enerally found satisfactory, 1 g s
: W L o
' 3
1 ' 3
RECOMMENDATTION 1% '
i g , w
: Your Commission recommends that there be no + w
E
i H
increase in the present food maintenance rates for employable %
4 Pcersons and their dependents, It believes it to be in the best

F interests of both the Japanese themselves and the public that

the employable persons should accept proferred work instead of

%7 maintenance at publiec expense, Your Commission further recom-
-

mends an inercase of not more than 10% in the food maintenance
/

rates in the case of the aged, infirm and unemployable persons

b

(nd their dependents, to be granted at the diseretion of the

Welfare department, It is recognized that in the case of this

entire group its food maintenance rates cannot be augmented by

Lo W

casual labour to cover necessities other than foodstuffs,

B HELTRR

EXI ND T°Naa

Your Commission after an extensive investigation

of all housing in the Settlements saw no evidence to substantiate

(1) APPENDIX 6 PAGE 3 TABLES 2 & 3



operate
cmployment and rca

ment,

Security Commission has more co-operation from the Japanese,

that thi new housing oroected by the BeCsy So0C -I‘l*_,'

y .
I’ unsafo construction, Although this housing is
temporary nature many housos have boen winterized
through the initiative of the occupants and with the assistance of
the B.C, Socurity Commission in supplying meterials.
Duo to tho urgoncy of the cvacuation problom a

numbor of unsuitablo, unsafe vacant buildings in some Interior
Settleoemonts werc made into multiple dwellinge and are still boing
used for this purposo,

Your Comnission inspocted the former Japaneso
housing on Powell Stroct in Vancouver, at Steveston and soveral
cannery sottlements on the lowor Frascr., The new housing as
erccted by the B,C, Sccurity Commission is suporior to that which
Your Commission visited, Theo buildings in the Intorior Sottlementes
which arc divided into apartments while in most cases unsafc and
undesirable aro, Your Commission boclieves, cqual to the quarters
previously occupicd by those Japanese who formerly resided in the
Powell Strect arca,

In respoct to the complaint of ovcrcrowding

[

Your Commission finds that éspecially in rcmodelled buildings this
applies, This, however, must be viewed in the light of pre-
cvacuation living standards of the Japanesc of Canada and of
¢cxisting conditions in many Occidental comnitteos during war-timo,

This situation is being alloviated as the Japanosc families co-

with the B,C, Sccurity Commission in moving to outside

Much morec can bec done in this connection when the B,C,

ECOMMENDATION

for tho

the necessary materials for the othoers,

Your Commission recommcnds that the B,.C,

Security Commission continue the policy of winterizing houses

- ]

rranging tho family groupings within tho settle-

Se unable to do tho work themselves and of making availcble

Your Commission furthor

4r~¥"‘b’~'

bt
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the continuction nnd oxpansion of tho prosent progrumme
01 outsido placoment nnd the roarrangenont of the fomilios in tho
existing acccommodation boli ving that tho solution to the problem
lio8 in this dircvetion rother than in provid ing oxtre housing,

In this conncetion particular attention should be given to tho
transfer of familics from old roriodollod buildings to Comnission

¢rocted housing as spoce becomes available,

BN P LoD NN RN T

F LN D I NGOG B

Your Comnission has examined tho Productive work
and special industrics provided by the B,C, Sccurity Comniesion
Tor the residents of the Settlements, Thesc havo been developed

to a commendable degrec of cfficiency, It is the opinion of Your

Commission that except in occasional circumstances not a great

deal more can bo dono, This vioew is arrived

doration to availablo raw matorials, the location of the Scttle-

nents and the skill of the residents, Your Comnmission is

inpressed with the faet that those in roemuncrative occupation in

the canps are the better-cducatod and trained, the nore cfficioent

and gonecrally more personable individuals, It is
Your Comnission that bersons s0 occupicd arc those that could
rnost readily fit into outsidec cnploynent, Your Comnission

approves the policy of the Department of Labour in considering

the Interior Sottlcmonts as Clearing-stations, and Training

centres, (1) The poliey of dispersing the Japancse aecross

Canada in productivo, sclf-supporting ocmployncnt singly, in

small groups or fanily units whero thoy have theo opportunity

of being assinilated into local connmunity life, Your

ot having due consi-

tho opinion of

Comnission

B —

(1) APPENDIX 2 PAGE 5 PARAGRAPH 2
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believes to be in the basgt interestt o1 Canndn asnd 01 thi

persons of the Japanese race themselvo: 3 Respecting the
complaint of unfairness in withholding maintenance from
single employable persons 18 years of age and over with
Canadian citizen: hip who refuse to accept suitable remunerative
employment offered, Your Commission accepts this policy as fair
and sound and a necessary step in the re-establishment of the i
§
individual in self-supporting employment, Your Commission is of ;

the opinion that this poliecy should also apply to Japanese

ﬁ Nationals, From all information available, Your Commission is
1

s

assured that there is ample opportunity for employment outside
f ] the Settlements for all employable Japanese,
Representations were made by all Japanese camp

committees requesting an increase in the scale of wages paid by

p
the B.C. Security Commission, Your Commission found that the a 2 §.
representations did not take into account the perguisites such as -:-' a
shelter, fuel, light and medical care supplied in addition to the z "a
4 wages received from the Commission for which only a token E%

deduction is made,

B E-CO M MNMEND.ATI O N

Your Commission recommends:

(a) That the policy of placement in self-supporting employ-

ment be accelerated by directing those persons at present employed
by the B,C. Security Commission to such positions,

(b) That persons presently unemployed be placed in the
positions thus vacated, even if this involves some loss in
operating efficiency, in order that they be trained to be self-

supporting outside,

(e)

That the co-operative relationship of the B,C, Security
Commission and the National Selective Serviece to this end be |

continued and extended,



e

(d) That Welfare D. partments at the ottlenonte be

-.f“hl“-,'h'h-f! 0( that mori '“I}‘“"‘j".' wil)] b« placod on intor-

Proting the adv: ntages to be dorivod from outsid employment

for thoso who aro oligible,

(!'J That consideration bo

glivon in those Sottlomente
whoere it may b Practicable, to an incrcased wage scale and that
recasonable doductions be made for any scorvices which may bo

Supplied by the B,.C. Socurity Commission.,

o N B S e

e i 5 e By i RN

Your Commission finds that although education is
and always has been a provincial right and obligation, the Depart
ment of Education of the Province of British Columbic hes refused
to take any rosponsibility for the education of the Japancse

children in the Interior Scettlemonts although bcfore these same

children were ovacuated from the Dcfence arca this rcsponsibility

was recognized and assumed, (1) The B.C, Security Commission
is providing education for Japanesc¢ childrcn in the Interior
Scttlements by making available instruction up to Grade VIII
through tcachers securcd from the higher-educated Japanese
pcrsonncl of the camp, In the case of individuals, High School
cducation is given by means of correspondcncc courscssuppligd

by the Department of Education of the Provincial Government,

payment at cost being mado dircct by the students to the Departe

ment of lducation, No kindergarton or high school education is

being provided by the B,.C, Security Commission but in some of
the Settlements qualificd teaching missionaries arec giving
instruction, Promiscs are arranged for by their respective
churches,
&lthough this in somo instances is being rectifiecd by the
installation of artificial lighting, Thore is considerable

overcrowding in some of the classroomns,

Natural lighting in improviscd classrooms is inadequate
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Your Commission rocommonds that nogotictions bo
I'C=0poned with tho D pertmont of Educntion o1 t e Provincot ~nt
British Columbia to thi nd that it roessumo 1t obli tion in
'es8poct to th cducntion of the childroen of th Joponesc raeo,
i i 0% O 4 L ( AR E
I INDINGS
f
b
l At all Intcerior Scttlements Your Commission found
! 4n oxcelloent programme of mcdical earoe including hospitalization,
1
|
{ I}
! mecdical and dental scorvices, (1) Sufficiont hospitul bede aro
i3 providod by the B.,C. Sccurity Commission or crrongod for through
I )
-
: ’ local hospital facilities, Voll-staffod modieal clinies aro
J cstablished at cach contre, Your Connission is gratificd to
} notc that the cmphasis on the nmedical programmo is on the
!

- prevention of discecso, Accepted imnnunization procecdurcs areo
carricd out at cach of the Scttlements and practically all
children have been protoeted against smallpox, diphtheric,
scarlct fever, typhoid fever and whooping-cough, Pre¢-natal aond

! baby Clinics arc available at all Sottlenents and are woll
b3
patronized by thc Japancse pcople, School mediecal scrviecs are

also provided, Both Occidontzl ana Japancsc Doctors

are enmnployed

on a2 full-time basis, in ccntres where there aro no local Doctors

available or cre uscd to augment the loeal Physicians,

Thé B.C. Scecurity Comnission's hospitals are well

sonstructed and adequatcly staffed, Registorced nurses are in

choarge at zll points and are¢ assisted by Japancse girls who have

becen trainoed at the hospitals as Nursing Aides,
Tuberculosis has always beon a scerious problen

anongst the Japancse pcaplo, To conbat this tho BueCe Socurity

Comnission has cstoblished o Sanatoriun at New Denver, The

potontial bed copacity of this Institution is, Your Comnmission

(1) APPENDIX 6 TABLE &

R N "‘—‘?b-;ﬂ'mm‘. v




he avEen e .
‘(110\"'" adequate for the needs of the Japanegse for the treatment

of 'J'ulj"l‘("il(-l;:jn. Your Commission finds the Japanese people

exceptionally healthy, To evaluate the health of the Japanese :

people, Your Commission conducted a health survey, The :
!

examination of 1,319 Japanese children in the Interior Settlemente ;

proved them to be above the average in height and weight as

compared to the Japanese children in the same age group in the
pre-~evacuation period as shown by the records of the Greater

! Vancouver Metronolitan Health Committee, (1) No epidenmic

/

!- disease of any consegquence has been prevalent in any of the

‘ Settlements during the past year. In the opinion of Your Commissim
the medical care provided at the Interior Settlements for Japanese

people exceeds that received by the average Canadian,

i

i

!

t

f

|

P RECOMMENDATION
|

! Your Commission recommends that the Tuberculosis
Case-finding programme be extended to all Settlements, Your
Commission further recommends that the Japanese Nurse on the
B,C, Security Commission staff at Kaslo, who has been specially

trained in Public Health, be used to assist in the programme by

carrying out health education amongst the Japanese throughout

e

all the Settlements,

TN .68

All Japanese camp comnittees drew attention to

an alleged lack of recreation facilities for children and adults,

especially during the winter season, Your Commission during its

inspection of the Settlements visited premises which were used

for recreational purposes, These consisted of accommodation set

aside in most of the centres for the Japanese camp committees,

At least one or more school rooms in all Settlements were available

(1) APPENDIX 6 TABLE 2




for moetings, concoerts and othor

or this purposeo,

Settlomonts, skating, skiing and sleighing

’* baseball and swimming are available, Having in mind the }
!
tomporary naturc of the Settlemonts and the goenerally clemont i
5
[ weather of the Intorior of British Columbia Your Commission is
i
! of the opinion that a minimum of inconvenience and hardship i
$ exists under the presont sct-=up,
|
E
f RoE GO MMENDATL D N
} Your Commission rccommends thet no further %
I
)
' capital expenditurcs be made for Recreational facilitics, & §
f .
I | E 3
l J APANESE s
= $
i
! V= s B R R

! ® T N D.I N G5

Your Commission rcceived no complaint in rcespect
§  to tho policy of the B,C., Sccurity Commission in retaining liquid
e assots of Japanesce to the extent of (260,00 for each adult and
%ﬂ $50,00 for cach ehild as a rehabilitation fund,

definitely that the amount being

their re-cstablishment,

S doalisots

ntertainmonts

hours, In many instancos class room partitions
Picturo-shows were available
wore anlso part ol
the rocreational facilitios at all Settlements,

During the summer months tennis, basket-ball, t

Inquiries werc made of the Japanose camp committees
ubt scveral Settlcecmonts in reference to this policy, and the
principlc was approved although they did not carc to statec

; retained was sufficient for

Your Commission discussed with the Custodian,
Japanoso Scction, Department of the Secrctary of State, and the
Commissioncer of the Japancse Placement, the quostion of the

diéposal of Japanesc liquid assets, It

as found that the

procedure prescently followed is to reloase such assets to the

o,

aftor school

WO romovable

At noarly all
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Japanveso wh 00 5 2 1
Oh requosted to do 80, 1T in tho opinion of tho

ugs 1 4 ¢ . : ; ‘
Custodian and the Commissionor of Japunoso Placemount sueh nection
18 doemod duuirqblu, tho

distribution boing nmeode in such moanner

and in such amounts as may be mutunlly arronged,

RECOMMEND PO ol e b

¥
Your Commission rocommonds: ‘
(a) That whon any Jopanose person with his dopondonts ]

bocomos ostablished outside of tho Inteorior Sottloments, thot cll
his liquid assots bo rclcased to him on roquost,

(b) Thet tho present policy of retaining liquid assots oe o
rchabilitation fund in the amounts alrocady cstablishoed for thoss

persons who arc resident in the Interior Settloments be continucd,

(c) That whore a Japancse resident in the Intorior Sottlc-

vl

nents has liquid asscts that thesc be distributead to the ownor as

and whoen the Commissioncr of Japancse Placement may dceccide,

S UMMARY

NoTSSTW

YOUR COMLIISSION IS OF THE UNANIMOUS OPINION THAT
THE PROVISIONS MADE BY THE GOVERNMENT OF CANADA THROUGH THE DREPALT-

LENT OF LABOUR FOR THE WELFARE OF TEE JAPART E IN

THE INTERIOR

SETTLEMENTS IN BRITISH COLUMBIA ARE, AS A VAR~TINE IIEASTRE,

REASONABLY FAIR AND ADEQUATE,

UNOFFICIAL PRESENTATIONS

Besides the roproscntations mado by the Japanese

canp committoes, Your Commission rcecived nany comments both

written and oral in respect to the operation of the Interior

Scttlcments, The najority of these worec of a naturc favourable

to the present Govornment policy as related to tho welforc and

naintenance of the Japancsec pcople,



An OXample of this

18 o quetntion from n letter
proeescontod to Your Cﬁmnirainn by o group of n turnlized Japanese
whoaso opinion tho Jopanese cinp conmittoo d4id not ropreosont ¢ -
" We representing

the Naturalized Canadieane here

ré8pectfully express to you that we are quite

8atisfied with food and housing here, We nust

realize that We are under the conditions of wartime

restrictive regulations and transportation, If we

want to buy certain food materials at the ratores here,

wWe can get them all right, Sometimes they could not

get them as much as we expect under the present war-

time conditions, no one should be blamed, Regarding

the housing, we have the Japanese Carpenter paid by

the Supervisor, If there is anything wrong about

3
»
the house, the Supervisor will instruct the Carpenter v
)

to fix it immediately, %

’ : +

The Japanese Doctor here looks after the Sanitation

and the Ventilation of houses, we presume he will

report to the Supervisor who will attend to it

immediately, The officials here who look after us

S e A are very kind-hearted and considerate, We must

co-operate with the officials, "

e o B JAPANESE WAR VETERANS

In two of the Settlements visited representations

were nade on behalf of Japanese Veterans of the Canadian Army,

1914-18, pointing out that no distinction is being made between

€X-service men,

despite their military service to Canada, and

other Japanese, Your Commission is sympathetic to their request

that they be given preferred treatment if this is possible,

R0 L-E%8-T N-G

At all settlements visited, law enforcement was

under the jurisdietion of small details of the Royal Canadian

liounted Police, No military control is éxercised, the Royal



oanl 1. e

Canadian Mountegq Police bejp
& re

the Juphneg

“Ponsidle for a1j movement and
t:iuojplirua of
@ 1in the Interior dattlnnuntn. Your
CvmmiSHion T i
8 ouncd !
Nd that the Japanese APprociate the fair manner
in

which the Royal Canadijian

Mountod Policeo carrios out its duties,

ADMINTIS 2R AT IV

R N A T &

Both in the briofs prosonted by the camp

committecs and in the discussions following Presentations, a
number of minor matters of administrative dotail were brought

to the attoention of Your Commission, These Your Commission has

taken the liberty of referring direetly to the B.C,., Security

Commission for its consideration,

In conclusion, Your Commission wishes to express
its appreciation for the CO-operation and assistance of the
Advisory Committee, to the B.C. Security Commission and the

Custodian who have given valuable

information ang advice, It

thanks the Provincial Department of Health and the Greater

ncouver Health Committee for making available Public health

Burses and equipment for the health study, The co=~operative

manner in which the Japancse camp committees Presented their

bricfs expedited Your Commission's investigations,




March 2lst, 1944,

T.A. Moryson = Suprvr. - EKASLO.

RE: Report of the Royal Commission,

e 1 am enclosing a mimeographed

copy of the main findings and recommendations of the

Royal Commission on conditions in the Japanese Settlements.
I wish you would hand this copy to Mr, Thomas Ehoyama,
Editor of the "New Canadian™ for publiecation in his paper.

2. For your information, the Deputy
Minister feels that the publication of the report in a
paper so widely read by the Japanese will be helpful both
in convincing them that they are Justly treatod in the
Settlements and in persuading the employables to move out
to self-sustaining employment,

3 Mr,. Shoyama may publish the report

in full or in part as he sees fit,

GEORGE COLLINS,
Commissioner,

ac/Ds
Bnel:




Cawanoch

Otteawa, January 27, 1944,

Mr. George Collins,
Commissioner,

B.C. Security Commission,
360 Homer Street,
Vancouver, B.C.

Dear Mr. Collins:

I am enclosing a mimeographed copy of the
main findings and recommendations of the Jackson
Commission on conditions in the Japanese settlements,
omitting the section on "Japanese assets". If you
consider 1t advisable, I wish you wWould forward this

copy to Mr. Thomas Shoyama, Editor of "The New Canadian®
with the suggestion that it be published either in whole
or in part in his paper, as it is no doudbt a matter of
great interest to the Japasnese themselves. I feel that
publication of the report in a paper so widely read by
the Japanese will be helpful both in convineing them

that they are justly treated in the settlements and in
persuading the employables to move out to self-sustaining

employment.

This copy of the report should not be forwarded
to Mr. Shoyama until the report has been tabled in the

House of Commons and made public at this end) which will
probably be next week. ’ g

—— ey

Yours very truly, “i%z

M%

A. MacNamara.
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My dear Colleague,~

I have discussed with senior officers 4in the
Custodian'se Orffice your letter of the 22nd insteant con=-
cerning the liquid assets held by the Custodian in trust

for persons of the Japanese race evacuated from the
defence areas of British Columbia.

As I am sure you will appreciate, I do no¥ wish,
ags Custodian, to have under my charge longer than may be
found necessary the property of these people.

I am, therefore, pleased that your Depe rtment
respeet of Japanese who are living on a
basis outside the Interior Housing Units
your Department in British Columbia, there
should not be delivered to the

agrees thet, in
self-supporting
administered by
is no reason why the assets
owners.

While we should also like to get rid of the pro-
perty of the Japanese who are in the Interior Housing Settle-
ments, I am prepared to defer decision on this point until
the Commission presently at work submits its report, in case
they should make any recommendations or suggestions on the
peint, I shall, of course, consider with you and, if it
appears neeessary, with my other colleagues what effect, if
any, should be given to recommendations or suggestions made

by the Commission on the subject,

I have considered your suggestion that I might
wish to suggest the name of another person to be added to
the Commission. It appears, however, that the Commission

hag «=-

The Honourable Humphrey Mitchell,
Minister of Labour,
Ot tawa,




st work and I do

:t I E.""‘I],d
the

whiech

has slready been constituted and 1is
not think the publie interest requires t
nominate another Commissioner, On the other hand ,
officials of the Custodian's Office at Vancouver,
is under the direction of ¥, G. Shears, will be very
glad to furnish the Commission with any information it
may desire to have in respect to the disposition whieh

has been made of the property of the evacuanted Jepanese,
Mr, Shears arrived here from Vancouver last night and I
had the advantage of hearing his views this morning. He
will return to Vancouver during the early part of next
week and you may think it well to sugecest that the
Chairman or Secretary of the Commission get in touech with

his offices in the Royal Bank Building.

him at

Yours sincerely,

Norman Meclarty (signed)

Secretary of State and Custodian,




:
. Ottawa, December 22, 1943,
Honourable Norman A, Melarty,
Secretary of State,
West Block,
Ottawa, Ontario.
My dear Colleaguet
The Deputy Custodian of Eneny Property has
raised, in correspondence with this Department, the
gquestion of future poliey with respect to the release

of liguid assets held by the Custodian in trust for

the Japanese.

Insofary as this concerns Japanese wWho are
living on a self«supporting basie outeide the Interior
Housing Settlements administered by this Department,
in British Columbia, no question arises and there
appears to be no reason why the asgsets in such instanct
should not be turned over to this group of Japanese as
the Custodian finds himself in e position to do 8o,

The Commissioner of Japanese Placement, however,
who 48 in charge of the Interior Housing Settlements
advises that he would like to have the present poliey
sontinued whereby the releease of funds %o Japanese resident
in the settlements or whose famillies are resident in the
settlements, should be subjeet to control so that large
amounts of money will not be placed in the hands of these
persons without the concurrence of the Commissioner and
thet the funds so released should pass through the office
of the Commissioner for record purposes. The arguments
in favour of following this poliey are:

Firstly, that it is in the interests of the
Japanese in the settlements to conserve their cash assetis
pending permanent relocation elsewhere;

Secondly, that it is not conducive to the
administration of the settlements that the Japanese

- gontinued -




therein should have large sums of money on hand;
Thirdly, that a policy of control ove the
release of funde to Japanese in the settlements would

be conducive to their movement elsewhere;
Fourbhly, that this eontrol over funds

helpful in the determination of the amount of

is
will be provided by the Department

maintenance which
for such Japanese,
it 48 realized that the

itances may furnish
have

On the other hand,
withholding of funds in such e¢ircumi
a further basis of ecomplaint from the Japanese who
made a strong protest against the disposition of their

ascets by the Custodian,

As you are no doubt aware, a Commission has
recently been appointed, on my recommendation, to in-
guire into the present provision for maintenance and
welfare of Japanese in the Interior Settlements and
the policy followed by the Department requiring
Japanese to resort to thelr own assets for maintenance
within certain limits and to make recommendations in
respect thereto and any further recommendations which
the Commission may consider it advisable to make in
regard to the welfare of the Japanese in these settle-

ments,

The Commission consists of Dr., F. W. Jackson,
Deputy Minister of Health and Publiec Welfare, Province
of Manitoba, as Chairman; Dr. G. ¥. Davidson, Exeative
Seeretary, Canadian Welfare Council, Ottawa; W. R. Bone,
Administrator of Social Services, City of Vancouver, B.C.;
and Mrs, Mary Sutherland, Revelstoke, B.C,

The Commission was to meet in Vancouver on the
#0th instant and will probably be engaged in the inquiry
until about the middle of January.

I believe it would be most helpful if the
Commission were asked to include in its inquiry and re-
commendations this matter that has now been raised ag to
what restrictions should be placed on the release of
liguid assets now in the hands of the Custodian to

Japanese in the settlements,
If you are in favour of this procedure being

- gontinued -




fOlT_OI'f?d, yOou may
person to be

I would
of this matter.

Lo d
ae Mo | -

vish to suggest the name of another
added to the Commission on your nomination.

apprecinte your further consideration

Yours sincerely,

Minister of Labour,




