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Copy for the .orm&t\on of Commissioner ‘orge collins,
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Ur 4+ and Confidentia

Ottawa, Oetober 20, 1944,

My, . B, Jolliffe,
Chief Postal Censor,
Ho. 8 Temporary Bldig.,
Ot t awa.

I wish %0 acknowledge receipt of two sopies of
intercepted letter, your file CAN, 8970/44, from K, Shinmote
of Tashme, B, 0., to Mr. 0, Adanechi of Taber, Alta., whieh
letter is dated Ogtober 11, 1944 and which is held by you
pending advice Trom this Department.

I belleve that this letter should be releaned and
forwerded to the addrossee, a8 it is not felt to be necessary
or feasible to preven® the apread of rumours aacng Lhe Japanese
congerning post war plicy.

¥e ars very intereated however in receiving coples
of letters on this subjecet in order to gauge opinion emong
these people.

A, Hacllanare,
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ME'VI(—}RAN DUM Pro_;ect_‘md_ﬂﬂlca__lanmjm Date_.“’uﬂt_zith.,_lQAA_____

From the desk of__llm.._Q.._TZ‘_Bmth

: SubJect = = File No.

X Referring to your memorandum of August 28th, con-
cerning the future programme of administration of the J‘apanese
problem as it now exists, after due consideration of the whole
situation I wish to make the following comments and recormendations,

(a) It is believed that unless the correspondence
; to the Provincial Governments is to emanate
from high authorities in Ottawa, better results
could be accamplished by pre~arranged personal
interviews with selected Provincial Officials
ualified Commission representatives present-
a well formulated plani a similar pattern to
be followed in interviews with all provinces.

(1) and {2) Relief and hospitilization, where re-
guired, could most certainly remain Dominion
responsibilitics for even a longer period than
10 years., If the assumption of these charges
encourages provincial good will, they might well
be guaranteed for the life of all Japanese be-
yond the age of 40.

Regarding education also, argument and publicity
should be avoidede. Unless the Daminion Govern-
ment intends to persuade or force the provinces
to co~operate completely, then we should agree
to all charges so that every Jepanese Canadian

¢hild m; en:oz the educational facilities avail-
able to other childrens

British Columbia alone, of all provinces, should
be denied this assistance until such time as re-~
settlement in the other provinces has been come
pleteds

{(3) It is suggested that at least one member of the
so=-called Provincial Advisory Camittee, be either
on salary, or be a competent person who would
later accept the position of local relocation
and placement officer. (The present pattern for
relocation is not satisfactory and I shall com=~
ment on it later under "Resettlement”,)



MEXIORANDUM Project‘ead_ﬂmcﬂ_LMNer Date‘gm_mdmg___.
From the deskof _ Mpa, €, V. Booth To_GCan, Collinas, Conmissioner

Subject:

File No.

(2)

{4) Abrogation of present undertaking for removal
of Japanese fram the provinces at close of
hostilities, and relaxation in restriction of
movement, appear to be best possible steps in
Alberta and lfanitoba; also inclusion of Japanese

in all educational rightse

(b) 23 the resettlement programme affects only those
who are Canadian by choice, the Department of
Extornal Affairs would, I presume, be interested
only as a matter of records

(¢) Procedure to amend Defence of Camada Regulations,
and poliey outlined, appears sound and logical
step, and should be followed by granting of vote
in all provinces outside British Columbia, at
propiticus time (not in B.C. until resettlement
programme is accomplished fact.)

{d) As decided in (a) (1).

I1 RESETTLEMENT

(1) Reviewing Relocation up to the present time: we
have only two methods:i-

(a) Croup Placement of large numbers (Alberta,
Manitoba and Northern Ontario.

(b) Individual Placement (Mainly Southern
Ontario and Montreel)

Both tend to congregation in certain distriets,
and placement of unsuiteble types in designated
employment. The first is too conspicuous, and
stirs up local public feeling; and the second
leaves the prospective employee in too great un-
certainty regarding the work, living accommoda=
tion, etcs

These faults could be rectified by a middie plan,
i.e. small group dispersal centres, These could
be located in the vicinity of large and medium
sized cities throughout Canada, and should be com=
prised of froam 10 to 256 families at one timej re-



ME#ZIORANDUM ct‘ﬁad_Qm_MNer e_“m_am,_m___

From the deskof__ Mra, C, V., Booth

File No.

Subject:

(3)

placements to follow as vacancies oceurs

{1)
(a)

(b)

{e)

(a)

(2)

(3)

(a)

(b)

Each group should be based on & nucleus
of extramely employable persons, and
canpleted by relatives and friends where
possible.

Groups would thus be diversified as to
age and employment capabilities, able to
accept both urban and rural employment,

Choice of location should be given where
possible,

Placement would rest with local placement
officer and Selective Service official,
affer arrival, If this form of resettle=
ment is too slow for our purpose, and it

is necessary to use larger provinciel camps,
they could still be better redistributed at
a later date through such centres,

Segregation should take place at the same
time as the new relocation programe, and
refusal o relocate under favourable cir-
cumstances should be regarded as an indica-
tion of disloyalty. All should be given to
understand that there is no possibility of
their returning to the coastal Defense Area .
direct from Interior Housing,

The psychological effect of now orders on
people who are already disturbed, should be
given considerations They need direction in
a humene but definite manner,

Our program should be clearly defined to the
last detaily, and rapid in execution.

All information should be available in a
special office or meeting place open at all
times with suitable person in charge.



ME#IORAN f)UM u‘aad_ﬂm.ca_mﬂmmar Date_.g.mt_zm:h,_m&____

From the desk of. _ Mra, C, ¥, Baoth

Subject: E ' File No.

(4)

(e} As far as possible actual trenafers
should be handled by the Provineial
authorities and our officials in the
fielé. Duplication and contradition
fron bhead office results in confusion
in the centres and consequent inse-
surity on the part of the Japanese,

(3) Individual placement along present lines in Ontario
and Quebec should be continued and extended to other
large cities in the Dominion, but

(1) Housing must be considered a T ior problem and

hostels are absolutely necessary for transition
periods

(2) Our administration should increase the present
resetilement allowance based on the monthly
naintenance rate, to iwo or three months main-
tenance in the case of indigent “amilies pro~
eeeding to low salaried employments,

Ce Va Booth
CVB/hm
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MEMORANDUM T0: MR, EASTWOOD, MRS, BOOTH, MR, DESBRISAY,
MR. LISTER, MR. SIMMONS, MR. BROWN,
CONST, DAVIDSON.

AN s

FROM: COMM'R, COLLINS - AUGUST 28, 1944, —

| S

1, As a result of the Homourable the Prime Minister's
statement in the House of Commons relative to his Government®s policy

in regard to the administration of the Japanese problem as it now exists,
officials of the Department of Labour have asked me to submit a carefully
thought out programme which must be developed immediately by conferences
between myself and all Commission employees who have had experience in
handling Japanese during the evacuation period, resettlement period and
who are also familiar with the maintenance of the Japanese in the Interior
Settlements as well as those who have been responsible for the issuing of
permits, restrictions of travel, etcs

2a It has been suggested that the following points be
considered:

(a) Write to the Provinces and say that we would like their
co=operation in the relocation of Japanese, While we do nobt
consider it practical to endeavour to proceed on a gquota basis,
we propose to continue, for the present, the existing control

of movement and property purchases so as to prevent undue con=
centration of Japenese in any area, The Dominion will be
prepared to reimburse the Province for a period of tem (?) years

for:-

| (i) Relief disbursed through the provinces and munici-
| palities for maintenance at standard provineial or munieipal rates

applicable; and

(ii) Unpaid hospital accounts for indigent Japanese
admitted to hospitals as indigent patients to the amount otherwise
recoverable from the municipality., This also to apply in cases of
mental institutions and T.B, Sanatoriums:

(1ii) Wle propose to set up a Provinecial Advisory Committee
on which the province would be represented to assist in measures for
rolocationg

It is not proposed, at the present time, to provide
financial assistance to individual Japanese in relocation except
in matters of transportation amnd temporary maintenance grant pending
the taking of employment, The general pattern to be followed will
be to find employment through the Japanese Placement Officers and
Selective Service with the co=operation of local and provineial
committees before movement into the provinces

(iv) In the case of the provinces of Alberta and lManitoba, ask
that the undertaking with respect to removal of Japanese now in the
provinces after the war be abrogated but that in the case of both
provinces say that it is proposed to relax the restrietion on the
movement of Japanese now coneentrated in certain areas of the province
go as to enable wider dispersal either in the province or outside,

(b) Draft of letter to be submitted to External Affairs for consideration,

(e) Prepare submigsion to Council to amend Defence of Canada Regulations
go as to place authority for the issue of licence to purchase property

in the hands of the Minister of Labour, ¢Opy of this submigsion to be

gent forward for preliminary approval to External Affairs and the Minister
of Justice, The policy to be Pollowed would be not to grant licenses
until an initial clearance as to loyalty is glven by our own office and
the R.C.M.Pe at Vancouver, In doubtful cases, no licence to be granted
pending clarification of the status of the applicant by the Commigsioner.



(d) Authority to be obtained from Couneil to give undertaking
to provinces with respeet to Dominion responsibility for maintenance
and welfare of Japanese for a specified number of years,

Se In order that I may form an agenda for an immediate
conference kindly let me have your writtem personal views at once,

4y This is a very large field for you to make an analytical
survey of your past experience and to make constructive recommendations
rqr the future programmes : ;

De : This field éovars all aspeets of human relationship,

Dominion=Provineial relations, intra-Provincial relationsy Civie adminis=
tration between the Commission and the towns, cities and munieipalities
and Law enforeement bodiesy Naturally each person will deal specifically

w:l_.th aspects with which he is most familiar,

6e , Kindly let me have your personal views in the form of
written comments not later tham Wednesday of this weeks Give this matter

your preferred attentiong

GEORGE COLLINS,
Conmi ssioners

GC/DS
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origin in Canada. On several cocasions the
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view has been by residents of British Columdia that the
rest of Canada does not appreciate the Japanese problen, end that it
mu-utsummxymmmmnbmvotmumuu.
mmn&nlmtmn,uqmetnmumum,
22,096 1ived in British Columbia, undoubtedly mede the people of that
mmmmrnmatupmuu,mxcmmunywn
mommwmmsutmnuhlmamdmmtb
problen was. nmtbomnmamuthourtmm&
Oanada bas left the question on the doorstep of Aritish Columbia. It
has taken primary responsibility. 7 should 1ike now to gay, and to

:
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statement, that the government recogrizes that the problem
 faced and dealt with not merely by British Colwsbia dut by
: The provinces have their particular sphevre of
bility. I wish to make clear, however, that the governuent
_doss recognize that the problem is one to be faced %y the whole of
Canada a5 a Canadian probdlem. Tt is on this basis that the matter

has besn spproached. ' ,

zz
!

The goverament haz had certain dasie vrineiples
before it in formulating the policy which T wish %o rresent tolay. In the
first place, it recognizes the comcern felt by British Columbia at the possi-
bility of omce agesin having within its borders virtually the entire Japanese
population of Catada. In the past that sftuntion has led to acrimony and
bitterncss. That the fesling is made evident not only by the penmarks of
hon. mesbers from thet province but alse through vepresentations received
from many west coast organizetions and individuals. In view of that coucern,
it is feolt that it sust be acoepted as a basic factor that it would be unwise
ﬂm.mmymntumntuﬁaummhdmnm
Columbia dut aleo from that of persons of Japanese orizin themgelves, to
allow the Japanese population to be concentrated in that province after
the war.

Secondly, account should he taken of the faet

that for the most part the pesople of Japanese racs in the country have

rezained loyel and have refrained Tron anots of schotago and obetruction

during the war. It is a fact that no person of Japansge race born in Caneda
(meaning lack of  has been charged with sny act of sabotage or Aisloynlty during the years of
loyalty) : war. Por the future probection of those who have rexained loyal, as well

88 o sliminate those who have shown that their true ulleglance is mot to

Cenada but to Japan, the govermment is of the view that persons of the

Japanese race, whether Japanese natiomals or Dritish sub jects by naturaligation

or birth, who have shown this loyaliy to Canada during the war, should not have

the privilege of remaluing in Canada after the strugcle is terminated. That

is a secoud principle that is considered to be fundamental.. :

: Thimly, the zovernment is of the view that,
mmmmzmnmmmtmthomnmwm
Japanese during the war and 40 the extreme ifficulty of assimilating
Japaness persons ia Canada, immigration of Japanese into this country
should not be allowsd after the war. It is realized, of course, that no
declaration of this type com or should be attempted which would be binding
indefinitely into the future. Neveriheless, @8 a guiding prineiple in the

. years after the war, it is felt that the migration of Japauese should not

Finally, the goverament consjders tlit while
there are disloyal persons %o be removed, end while immigration in future
is undesireble, and while problems of assimilation undoudtedly do present




: war
mcnmmomommmwatuactotmm
who have msmifested no disloyalty, even during periods of utmost trial,
constitutes a mensce to a nation almost {welve million people. Those
who are disloysl mmst be removed. That is oclear. Surely, however, it
iz not %o de expected that the government will do other than deal justly
with those who are guilty of no erime, or even of any ill intention.
or to act otherwise would be an acceptance of the
standards of our ensmies and the nesation of the purposes for which

These are the principles that have seomed

to the government worthy of acceptance ae the basis for a reasonable and

squitable policy in disposing of this vexstious problem. The exigencies
of the future may dictate modifications or alterstions.

I shouid add that in handling the Japanese
problen we shall attempt, in so far es it seens desirable, to maintain
policy that in a sense can be considered as vart of a comtinental poliey.
situa tinn in the United States in a great many essantials is the same
our own mwmmustmumamm-nmm
ensurs ﬂat our policy takes mecount of the policics whioch are being
applied south of the bordsr. There is no need for an identity of peliey,
but I helieve thers is merit in maintaining a substential mntonc of
treatment in the two countries.

?’

s§6

I might mow mention the tentative measures
which it is proposed %o put into effect in order Lo carry out a policy
baged upon the prineiples I have indicated. The Pfirast end, in a sense,
the fundamental task is to determine the loyal and the disloyal persons
of Japaness race in Canada, The emtire policy depends upon this being
done. To some extent, of course, the task has been esrried out through
the exesination and internment of suspioious or dangerous porsons. It
cannot be assuned, however, that ail those who have bDeen interned are
disloyal. Some may have merely misunderstood their dispossession from
thelr proverty in the pretected mones and, as peaceful and honest Canadian
eitizens, may have striven to protect and retain what they considered to
be rightfully theirs. Undoubtedly some of these cases exist. Misunder-
standing is not the same as traitorous intemt, and a stubborn defence of one's
own property im not mecesssrily disloyalty. On the other hand there may

" be persons who have committed mo act to justify their imtermment dut who

ars in fact disloyal. ihat is clearly needed is the sstablishment of a
quasi-judicial commission to examine the background, loyalties and attitudes
of all persons of Japanese race in Canada to ascertain those who are not

f£it persans to be allowsd to remajn here. The commission I have referred
to should, 1 think, be sstablished in the fairly near future, in order

that it may begin what willi be a large and important task. The result

of the worik of the commission would be %o establish a list of digloyal
Jmnuo persons, some of whow will be Japanese nationals, some Eritish

mmmhuiterm,toammmnm There say also
be some persons who will voluntarily indicate a desire to progeed o
Jepan. For these no further examination would be necessary. Fhatever
their national status, they would be allowed and encouraged to go as

soon as they oam.
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Once the examination has been carried out,
there will be established a 1ist of Japanese persons who ave loyal to
Cannda. Those versens, if they have bdeen properly admitted to this
country, and wish to remain here, should he allowed to do so. However,
as 1 have said, they should not be allowed once more t0 concemtrate in
British Columbia. To prevent such conceatration, measures of two -
types can be taken ~ a maximum can be set on the munber of persons of
Japanese race to be allowed to return o Hritish Colwia, and persons
of Japanese race can be given encouragement to move and remain elsewherse.
It would be most undesirable, I believe, t0 establish a pormanent barrier
t0 the novement within Canada of persons who have been lawfully admitted
to Capada or who ere nationals of Canada. 7hat would raise the possi-

- bility of diserimination and restrictions on movement to and Crom provinces

which might heave most unfortunate somsequences in the future. Even the
establishwent of a temporary limitation would be undesirable in prineiple,
but as = practical question of policy it may well be inescapable,

There is 1ittle doubt that with cooperation
on the part of the provineces it ¢an be made possible to settls the Japanese
more or less evenly throughout Canada. They will have to settle in such a way
that they must be able to pursue the setdled lives to which they are entitled,
and that they do not prosent thonselves as an unassimilable bloe or colomy
which mnight aguin give rise to distrust, fear and dislike. It is the fack
of soncentration that has given rise to the problem.

The sound policy and the best poliey for the
Japanese Canadians themgelves is to distribute their numbers se widely
as possible throughout the country where they will not create feelings
of racial hostility.

It ies not my intemtion at this tims to enlarge
further on this matter., There are questions of detail still to be considered.
There may alse bo modifieations of policy vhieh further investigation will
show to be necessemry., Howmver, the lines of development to which the
governmont will endeavour to adhere will be in general ithose which I have
outlined. ¥e must not permii in Cerada the hateful doetrins of racialism
vhich is the basis of the naz{ system everywhers. Our aim is to resolve
a difficult problem in a menner which will protect ths people of British
Columbia und the interests of the country as a whole, and at the same time
preporve in whatever we do, principles of Pajrness and justice.

In respsct to this particular matter may J add
that T heva Juat giver hon. membors figures showing the numbers of Canadisn
nationals who ars under the centrol of the Japanese in Jepan at the present
time., aving in mind that fact, the fact that a numver of our Camadian
soldiers are interned in Japan, it has seemed the part of wisdom to me
to be vory guarded in what T would say on this subject of Japanese nationals
in this country., T am sure hon, mombers will ses the necessity of keeoping
that essentisl feature very muck in mind. TUntil the war is over there are
possibilities of 21l kinds of cruel reeriminations as a result, if not of
actions, possibvly Of statementas Or suggestions., T think therefore it would
be in the interests Of 2ll that in discussing this matter further - if
indeed it is nocessary to do 80 - that particular fact be kept very much
in mind,
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Y WRS. C.V. BOOTH
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Reaction of families toward the anacuncsement
of the Prime MNinister

I have held sevaral staff meetings to discuss the
above matter but havefio opinions expressed. This
is due to the fact that the teachers do not speak
or understand the Japanese language adesguately to
make a report of this nature. Iloreover an inquiry
of this type is very touchy in this community and
the temchers do not want theipedpls:feel that whey
are prying int o their private affairs.

Also, Mr. King made no statement as to_what
policy would be used for dispersal, whether a family

/—
would be given an option to relocate as they wish

or otherwise.

Due to the above reasons it is impossible to

give you a general impression or rsaction of the

people here.

}/ 1 / ," 2
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Sechool Princi?al



locan City, B.C.

October 3, 1944
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Mrs. C.V. Booth, {
o . T \C y.ry
Education Department, Wi

B.C. Security Commission,
Vancouver, B.C.

Dear Mrs. Booth:

Some time ago, we were asked to send in a short essay on the reaction of
the people regarding the Prime Minister's amnouncement. My staff and I discussed
this pretty thoroughly and we all feel that with our very poor Japanese, we cannot
talk on such an important subject, adequately, with the first generations. Also,
as the majority of us are new to Popoff, it is difficult for us to go around asking
their views and opinions. Therefore, if you wish to obtain correct information on
thus problem, I think it would be advisaeble to ask the local Japanese Committee.

As fTar as our meetings are concerned there is absolutely no discussion on this
tepie and I think peSple in general have taken the attitude of "wait and see what
happens®.

What about the second gemerations? Well, memy have said that it depends
on how Canada is geing to treat them. The question is "If we, the loyal Japanese:
Cenadians are accepted as loyal, why can't we decide where we want to go? Why
should they tell us where to go? After all it is a matter which is going to decide
vwhat kind of a life welre going to lead for the next fifty years! This is the
kind of attitude I think we all have when asked our opinions regarding the annouce-
ment. Yet I think deep down in their hearts many are thrashing ouf their ultimate
solution with their own problems before thea'. take the final step, amdl think you
will agree with me that each individual has “bwn 1little case, which does not concern
anybody else. Nobody wishes to express his own feeling, or tell of his plan, as
nobody kmows what will happen tomorrow.

I am sorry that I cannot present you with definite cases but with the hope
that this will be of socme help, I am

Sincerely yours,

(\,

\_Z“/ i 2 & / (/AN
Principal
POPOTF SCHOCL

W

N/
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In order to present a vivid picture of the visions of the people
under the present circumstances, it is necessary to turn back the
pPages of history nearly a half a century ago, and trace the ideals,
embraced by the people, up to the present moment, Only in this way,
can a clear picture be shown, for ﬁhe vicissitude of these fifty years
have shaped‘the outlooks of the Japanese race in Canada,

Nearly fifty years ago, the first of the Japanese immigrants
arrived on Canadian soil., These adventurous youths had escaped from
@ little world of their own in which they saw no future hope. They
could see nothing beyond the little, lean block of land, they tilled,
and their humble cottage, which had been the contended abode of
generation before, They yearned for adventure, They wanted money
and education and luxzury and happiness.

Those that arrived in Canada found jobs walting for them at
every turn of the road. Some were immediately successful in pursuit
of those things they dreamed. In the course of few decades, few
returned to their native village with their pockets full of riches.
Others were not so fortunate and were compelled to remain until
they had acquired enough money,

Still others seriously considered staying here, They became
naturalized., They made friends with the Canadians. When the World
War I broke out, a large number enlisted in tbe armed forces and
some did not return from the battlefields of France.

As time wore on, those that had left families back in Japan were
filing applications for bringing them over, while those who were young
were asking their aged parents to send brides over to thems Thus they
found themselvés with their families. Children were born., They grew

and attended local schools, How different they thought, these children



. (2) .

with black hair and brown eyes,-their children with Japanese blood-

i)

were not addressing them "honourable father and mother"-no, they
were calling them "mom and dad". Moreover, they were adopting the
ways and customs of other Canadian children. Nevertheless, it was
their children. They were determined to give their children the
very best of everything- all those things which circumstances had
denied them.
And so they were to live finding comfort and happiness in their
sons and daughte;. At the viliage celebrations they found themselves
proudly admiring their children, dancipg with fair and red haired
boys and girls before the May Queen. When the crowd cheered, they
clapped and clapped and applauded with the greatest of Jjoy.
These sons and daughters grew,
4 strange feeling came over them, The cheery blossoms, the
annual festivals, the sounds of the wooden clogs, and all those
things representftive of their native village were now dim and rémote
and far back in the misty past. Instead different things thrilled
and fascineted them. Acreps of British Soveriegn strawberries in full
bloom, or the successful cateh of salmon glistening silver in the
moonlight, mountains of towering firs, the wind whistling through the
branches-these were the things that made their hearts beat faster and
filled their souls with music.
They had come to love this land of adoption - Canada.
On the disasirois Sunday of December Seventh-the bombs fell on Pearl
Harbour. '

Events moved fast. Radios, Cameras, fishing boats, cars, homes
lands, all were to be reported and left behind for the mass evacua-
tion of the people to the Fast, the Prairies and the Interior Towns.

There is an old Japanese saying that time flies swiftly like an
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errow shot through the air. Indeed time has passed with rapid speed.

It has been over two years since they have settled in Slocan.
Upon their arrival they diseovered so much to dé. The improvement
of living quarters, the pressing need of a central community organ-
1zation, the solution of innumerable personal and communal problems-
these activities occupied all their time and thoughts. Two &ears have
elapsed and they have remarkably manared 'to grope their way through
thg mist,only to find a denser fog waiting for them ahead of the |
little clearing of light.

All of them realize the necessity of traversing this dense fog
to reach an ultimate solution to their problems but the old anAweak
have given up hope. They would rather spend what remains of their
life in this clearing, recalling the memories of yesterdays, than to
venture forth in another endeavour,

Some of the middle aged group, with children still in schools
are willing to eseape from the abnormal conditions for the benefit
of their young ones. Others with sons and daughters in the east
would like to rejoin them but they think it is impractical because
of the immediate p;oblem of housing.

Scme have definitely made up their minds to return to Japan,

"At least we know where me stand;‘they state.

After the war, whither? "That is another question,” they say.
"Up to the time of the war we were masters of our own destiny, But,
war has changed everything. With one elause in the law, we can be
completely stripped of our rights, What if we did make good in the
East? Will our honest, hard working qualities mean anything?"

Thus the column of question marks stretches down the long road
of tomorrow.

But there are a few - philosophers, they would be called,

embracing a vision that can be beautifully seen beyond these countless

columns.,
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They remark emphatically, "The state of war between Canada and
Japan will not forever exist. It must not. When formal peace is

a day will ddawn
declared,for all the common people of the world to rally forth in

the greatest task mankind has undertaken~:$ﬁ;i§£g b@_the wdunds of
war inflicted upon the friendship of all the people of the world.
This task can only be accomplished when the common people of all the
‘nations are conjoined in mutual understanding and friendship, Te
shall remain in Cenada if permitted to, and shall consider it a
privilege to contribute even our humble efforts toward the realization
of this great ideal."™

Theirs may just be a dream. But they still have enough faith
in the goodness of humanity to cherish this fond hope. If they will
constantly strive towards this ultimate goal, they will not have
hoped in vain, The day will surely come, when Canada and Japan will
be united again in a warm friendship. And they, the common people,
will have made a little contribution tewards keeping the waters, that

separate these twe great nations, forever as its name signifies,

End

3
»
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He-action to Lnnouncement of Dispersal Policy

recrhaps we do not live on the right side of the creek, but it appears
as 1f the people are not perturbed about the Prime linister's recent
announcement. Usually after an announcement that will effect a change

you =et a good cross secyiom of opinion by being with any group or in-
dividual. But this time there does not seem to be any of the furore

that have preceded and followed other announcements. Those with
résettlement intentions hove to trekk eastward as soon as something
sultable turns.up; those with faint leanings in that direction need a
1ittle push and they'll join the other members of their Tamily already
there; and .of the rest, there are those who will sit back and wait to
see what happens next. This poliecy of dispersal is what they have
nderstood to happen in time,

I have been interested in opinions expressed on this question of loyal-
ty. There may be a definite number who are sure they wish to be re-
patriafed - and make known to all that they fcel so inelined. At one
time this was a large group. If there has been any change of heart
among these members ,it has been due to the prospective ouicome of the
war in the Pacifie. I have tried to sound out my family regarding the
attitude among the ‘ssels in Laslos are they as keen dbout repatriation
as they used to be. ThelTr comment was something that I had not heard
reviously» that they could not return unless they had some thing (mean-
ing property) to return to and some means to carry them through the
years to come. <his would ‘epend largely upon the settlement of proper-
ty by the Custodian, as well as what they had prepared for themselves
in the years prior to the outbreak of the war,

Up to this time thid group used to think in terms of selecting the
palmiest palm on the choice Pacific isle to sit under after the waw.

. Now they feel that the choice of the isle is limited, and that perhaps
it was an illusion. They think in terms of economic reality and a
way of living that may be somewhat cramped.

Regarding the loyalty of Nisseis, the majority of them latthis area
have loosened themselves Off the apron strings that have heen attach-
[)d to them and are in the position to influence their parents. But
here are still a woeful few who are influenced by fheir parents and

hus-confuded.,
7 ddoar o

T. Hidaka




New Denver Orchard School,
New Denver, B, C.,
3 Sept. 27,1944,

Re Re-action to the Prime MiniYyster's Announcement.

Dear Mrs. Booth:

My personal opinion on this question is that the re-action
is so slight as to be hardly noticeable. The reason for this
is that the Japanese do not realize the importance of this first
official announcement. To them, it is merely a re-iteration of
an oft-rumored and fairly well settled fact. Since the first
days of evacuation, there have been so many wild rumours, and
so many contradictory statements following one on another, that
they have come to take everything with a philosophical grain of
salt. Of course they knew that the furor about everyone of Jap-
anese ancestry being shipped back to Japan was but the raving of
a few fanatics. The majority of families have not, at any time,
evinced any considerable desire to leave this country.

I believe my family to be a typical one. My father and mother
are naturalized Canadians, and have lived in this country for some
35 years. Not once have they gone back to Japan. In their pros-
perous younger days, they had no desire to leave this easy life. As
the femily increased, they submerged their interests in the best
interests of us children, and as we gradually absorbed Canadian
ifleals and customs, so did they. When evacuation was new, we, the
younger generation, were rather eager and curious about moving to
the interior of B, C. Now my parents are settled in Lemon Creek.
They have no desire to go east particularly, because they feel that
they cannot start afresh at their age. But my brother went to Mon-
treal a year ago, and I am hoping to go next year. It will just be
a matter of time until the family is together agein in the east.

Please understand that this is just my personal opinion. I
have not even discussed it with the family, because I understand
how they feel. The teachers on my staff have nothing new to add.
In their cases, the family situation seems to parallel ours. They
say, "Father says he’s too old to move, but we want to go". Being
new to the school and the community, I have not had much oportunity
to go about among the people. I do believe, however, that had there
been any considerable amount of discussion about the matter, I
should have heard about it. Therefore my own conclusion is that
re-action is\} almost nil.

Yours truly,

e



{Mekoo(,

ROSCL“Y SEHE:

SQFT' 29, 1944
B.C.s.c. Educstion Dept,
V&V\Q()uuer’ B.C.

Mrs. Booth -

In reply  To your rmems of Sepf 19 reqanding the reaction of loeal Tomilies
Towands the BY\'\OunQem’enf of our Mime Miniskr T am subriTing Tq)/oq o summory
on This Subject
As Yo Gfrebdy Kknow l?rae'h‘cally the whole of “H\e Jay of us school Teachers
is &{)en+ of School ond although we do live right in the communs 1y (Sepfember 56"'17
an exta (msy o S ?e,ﬁm] the schoof or(rdnilecD we have had very [ittle chsnce To
visiT neiqhbours or n,:mﬂe with local Feo,;/c dun'n7 GVen:n7s or weekends ond I donet
knﬁow whe ther the Qllow}rﬁ NfonT wil| prove sats {se%ry To Yo or not bot . itk to0ie
my best o i you some ideq by Summarizing oca| comments heard by the s bff gad
my;;ah( on this matkr
I Genera | afhifude Towsrds The policy
One of ndiffernnceas Il o weab sce.
Possible  veasons  ® Stace the announcement  no de{mfdyk'\"skfm have been Tpen To Crry out
This Po{.‘cy loscou? (owAs
@ The mjorty hove hardly ony Knowlede of Fuglich and There fore o
Sl e SOMs o0 oS d-‘/wrl/ . Whet news The/ have: From Lxcérsa/

i not 'fdl(en S0 \/w)l Sewiouslf.
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= Co;hme:ans when “the Subju‘r is ‘)Muqh'} up.
@) N\ajoﬁfy of workers on Cormm. P“)"““- <MS\m”y with rebhw'y ,an’e formilies ,schoolG?O d‘il‘lm\'

GQo C'mur around m‘-dd'e,~a1c $|n‘q‘\ﬂ>l above or b€|ow y Boﬂ\ Nc'hm\a/s q No’ﬁml.‘aeJ le\)

——Ir\ rnos"' cases noJ[ anyious To m‘ocafo.

“S'fcacly jobq | nCome. ‘\em. at Pﬁesen"'.

_TL‘QY feel more than one i The ‘p{ml'y shoutd be wor'King To meeT The higher cocts of
liiing # they wleate.

™ Housiag difficutes for Thein fhmi s

& Families with older children re/ocat({_(usua”y Wit Al ),Du,,?we;\”dm, ﬁ,m)

age qroup Cpost middh age | some post obity B do hord labour)

Woutd  Jike To be with childwn but they feel they would be a burden 12

Therm and so  are  veluctant. '

You nqer QOuFIes with or withaul children.

dqe qroup  25°3s Canadien Dorn n mosT coses:

I+ ne < ploy ment s availeble  here ﬂ\e)/.ar‘efm/acmd fo find 1T ehewhere.
\D O Fher qe,\enl commenTs  Fron The  various above Groups.

Since T is warfime  tis best fo follow onders ond 90 where we are Told 7o go
3. Ulhmate  Soluton.
No one has defin® CommenT on This.

However Their desires are a) To be with the f;um:fy ( it 'H\e/ are Sefdraféd aT/)msenf>
® To be ab'e To Yt'l'um 72) ﬂne:‘r )Q;Vmu“ })Umcs‘ st ﬁlc enq’

O)L 'H'\c, wav,

YOufs (csFec Hult/
?’{ W

I’”""c;Pd', 'Kogc_ker)/ DQ.Aoo,_



Kaslo School
E S10 Y B. Co
October 2, 1944

Mrs. C. V. Booth
Education Department

B, C. Security Commission
Vancouver, B. C.

Dear lMrs. Booth:

I hereby submit a brief report on my
findings regarding the reaction of the Japanese
in Kaslo towards the Prime Minister's announce-
ment.

Generally speaking, the great majority of the
families have no desire to leave this country after
having spent most or all of their lives here. They
seem to be willing to re-locate under fair conditions,
but think that an even distribution among the prov-
inces would not be Ffeasible as, for instance, not all
of the families are adaptable to life on the prairies.
They hope to move to a location where there will be
a satisfactory, suitable means of livelihood and
where there will be opportunities for furthering
the education of the young children.

The older generation, especéially those without
families seem to wish to stay in a settlement such
as Slocan or Tashme.

Some of those who still have their own property
here in B. C., hope to return again to their former
homes and do not want to be dispersed to any of the
others provinces.

Yours truly,

~

Amy Yamazaki
Principal



