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Mr. T, u, Pickersgili,
iibU Honer Street,
VANCOUVER, B. C.

H

The
¥

I,

ocen

■>ei,r-t:^*n of the undersigned of the Jp.^.ancs^? Central Corninittee of
-•trict Hlil-TILY SffiiSTI! THAT.

;F-iiL.AS, v/c who Imve apelicd for repatriation hp.ve filreadg suhritted to
the federal avthorities r-etitions requesting inprovenents 5.n conditions of
regatri-^ tion, but si-ce no srtisfactorg response has crme fror-, the federal
governme"-;t, v;e ags.in present this petition for your utriost consideration.

';ih^:LEA3, the feet is tlis.t gjnong the repa.tri tes, there is a sro.ll nuHber
of tha same who for soirie u'avoidable circurstances have decided in any case
to return to Japan. ■Tliese peop'e have recentlj- sent in their naires, cx;,.ressing
th.eir wish to go to Jrpr.n on a voluntrry basis. Hie very fact that these
people have sent in aprlico.tion does not necessarily rre''ne that they are sat
isfied -.vith the conditions undf-r v/hich they are to go. On tl:e contrary, they
have d.ecid(A to go for the very wish that they ray be able to see their pe.rents,
their wife, or their sons and dauthters at-a.n earliest possible datej or,
they '-g.y Iiave decided to go for a purely personal reaso-, sacrificing every
thing which they hold dcr in this countr-''. But, as a result of unsatisfactory
conditions of repatriation, a great majority of us, repatriates, ar" either in
the stag'of abandoning our intention of going to Japan or -ave decided to
w-.it for a righteous judgment of the Imgierial Privy Council, a judgrc-c supp
osed? y based on the principles of n'rality.

AI:D ,-hE.iE;iS, as v/e have expressed our viow-oint previously, our fir'
fo'-.ndation, built from years of great effort, was, frexa the very cause of
"orcaful evacuation from the coast, completely extirpat'd. The financial as
well as spiritual blow arising therefrom is to such an extent that iron a
financis-l standpoint, the re-establishment of our former status seems r-a.lly
yer_i- dim, espec-i.aJ.ly can this be Ba.id of olo people. Lloreover, even after
the cessation of hostilities, v/e are being treated very differentl" from
oiie i.ta,lia.ns -and Germans, and s.s a result of this discrrmina.tive ifchep.tment,
we are not given the freedom, of returning to our former erplo^Tient. Conse
quently, even ii we do remain in Gajiada, v/e hardly have the confidence of
earning _ our ?> ivlihood. As our only hope of rebuilding olu much-needed
j.oundataon, \ie a.re |ils.ced :.n a situation whereb" we have no ch.oice b'"t to
return to Japan.

, we sincerely believe that for us 'who are leavinr or viio
1  * L T -.iiW ^ •Ucc'. V_LI

+  leave CaiTadato live permanently in an ontjjr'-lv di-f"c• tno lollowing requests arc not too extreme bv sn- de'-rec', and -
tine, we earnestly wish these, thre ' ^ms.in points to be realized

e
vre

rent country,
at the same

1. An increase in financial aid.

no?e3sit-/.°"ae SslnUalboat because of ro3-=riction in baE£!.EeP,eigIrt.not be 'l?. taken on the first

minors shall be'':orJtecte(i,''^'^ Canaaian citizenship of Canadian-born
wpi IHrLEBY SUBT''.IT TI ic pg'T'i'rToy a

on the good faith, i-nour amd'benevoiencrof •■'e do so
v/e believe, is proud to be a tf-op-inn nf Canaaian ,eople v/hose nation,
P"inciples and teachings of Christianitv ^'l^m. believer of the
majesxy's Government and to the Cann-dipn*nnb^i I' ™ ^.ppeal to hisof the improvements in conditiLrS- ^ ^ realization

>u® YOUR ESTiTIOiJnRS, AS IK DUTY BOUND
,  -'XLL jiiVER, PRAt ,

DAGSD the 23rd day of April A.D. 1946.
JAPAimST CENTRAL CQILITTSh CST CLOCaI'I
GLOC/u? CITY

DIGTRICT.

. i .4
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The petition oi the unciersigned of the Japanese Central Comi ittee of
Slocan District HuMbLY bmLV/bT]!:

^That your petitioners view mth regret the fact that the harsh provision
vias imposed upon the persons of Japanese origin who are to be repatriated.
The contents of the general notice, issued on January 23rd, 3945, by the
Deputy Minister of Labour, to persons who have applied for repatriation
to Japan, were made public in the interior housing settlement of Slocan.
In consequence of this general notice, we, the Japanese Centra.l Cornmittee
of the Slocan District, fully debated the government policy pertaining to
financial assistance, personal effects, and other property. Yie therefore,
submit this humble petition to the government of the Dominion of Canada for
her special consideration.

?iherefore your petitioners of the Japanese Centrf 1 Committee of the
Slocan District hUMSLY PRAY that:

Whereas, in consequence of the coercive evacuation from the Western
part of the Province of British Columbia, our means of living built from
years of great effort, pain, end tribulation, was completely extirpated;

And whereas, in consequence of this forced evacuation, a great portion
of our household effects (two-thirds of three-fourths) v;as sold at a loss
without our consent.

And whereas, to us who are going to resettle and re-establish ourselves
in Japan in the very near future, our present possession and belongings
are an absolute minimum essential to the maintenance of our livelihood and
to the rebuilding of our living foundation;

And whereas the government purpose limiting the -weight of these absolutely
essential commodities to be taken at the lime of repatriation., the policy
appears very severe and harsh to us.

THERiii'ORE, WE HEREBY HUliBLY PbTITIUR:

1. That the financial as istance for resettlement rendered to us b^ the
government be reconsidered.

A. On December 33st, 194b, the entreaty was sent to the authorities
of the Dominion Government, petitioning for an increa,se in the
amoimt of financial as? istance. We sincerely rc-iterate tkiat for
an adult, sixteen years of age or over, the amount of assistance
shall be increaded from $<:00,00 to .$52uO.CO and for a minor under
sixteen years of age, from $50.00 to $100.00.

B. Regardless of age, each person on the boat shall be permitted
to have in his possession a sum of $10«C0 in American exchange#

2. That the personal property which cannot be disposed of my sale be
transacted by the government at the prevailing price, and that the
whole proceeds arising from such" transaction be handed over to its
respective owner before the time of deportation from Canada.

3. That the provisions pertaining to the transfer of personal and house
hold effects be revised as foljows:

A. A total weight of 250 pounds shall be allowea for each person,
regardless of age, to be taken at the time of repatriation.
Special consideration shall be given to a small family. In case
ol a bachelor, a -widow, or a widower, a maximum weight of 350
polmds ^ granted, and in case of a married couple, 600

In addition, although on the 27th of February, 3946, the
+  Placement, Department of Labour consented
in utensils and the sewing machine being includedin the stated limit, the sewing machine and occupational tools to
be permitted to take along in the srme boat being excluded frL
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our proposing weight limit for the other indispensable articles
are to be sacrifiea if the course was taken otherv/ise.

B. ^e effects which are left behind to be shipped later shall be
pemitted to be sent to the respective owner without any stipulated
weight limit. Moreover, the government to undertake the responsi-
bilit,. for any damage or loss from any cause uurijig any period from
the time the effects are in ruute until such effects reach the owner
in Japan; and the government to pay all indemnity for any such loss
or damage r

property to be sent to the ovner within three
months thereby abolishing any hardship upon the owner.

property which cannot be sent to Japan to be disposed
0. immediately by the government at the prevailing price, and the

transaction shall be tendedover to the resp ctive o ner before sailing time.

4, That the notice of sailing dates be given one month in advance.

The above-mentioned is our petition limited to the minimum, and we, the
repatriates, implore that our petition will be realized upon-fche genuine
s-mipathy of His Majesty's Government and the Canadian citizens as a wtele.

MD YOUR PnTITIOHERS, AS IH DUTY BOUND, \.TLL EVER PRAY.

DATED the 2nd day of February, A. D. 1946.

JAPAI&'SE GbNTRaL UOMt-ITTEE OF
SLOGAN DISTRICT.

E

L



THE HUltoLE PETITION Oj;- HalMDCHjiFT IIEN'S GkuUP SHGwETH that:

\^hereas the general notice, issued on January twenty-third, 1946,
by the Japanese Division of the Department of Labour to person who have
applied for repatris.tion to Japan, specifically status that heavy tools
and machines of trade are definately not to be taken at the time of
repatri tion, but are to be shipped at a later date to respective repat
riates!

And whereas no definite assurance is given by the government as
to when such transfer will be made;

And whereas there tools and machines of our trade are all all time
absolutely indispensable to the maintenance of our livelihood;

And whereas the government accepts no legal liability for loss or
damage from any cause, during any period from the time the effects in
question are packed until such effects reach the ovmers in Japan;

And whereas ii any dgpiage or loss in inflicted during the transfer,
we have no confidence that such tools and machines can be replaced or
purchased in Japan;

WH^UR^ IE hereby HUMbeY PETITION that the above-mentioned tools
^  repatriation althoughthecombined weignt may exceed the limit set by the government.

AND YOUR PETITIONER, aS IN DUTY BOUl®, .ViLL EVER fn&Y,

EaTeD the 3rd day of February, A. D. 1946,

Signature of
^EOilaii-T iEN'S GROUP
sluuan district



IE,' JAFiiltoSi; uENTKAIi uuMiailTEE Ob' biiUCM DISTRICT, sincerely believe
that as a result of coercive evacuation fromthe Pacific coast, thereby
resulting in considerable financial loss to the affected people, a great
deal of consideration should be forthcoming from the government of the
Cominion of Canada.

Ever since the outbreak of the Pacific war, v;e have been treated unfairly
and undemocraticalljrt ^lie Germans and the Italians, however, were inaauned
from such treatment. Even the Canadian-Born and the Naturalized Canadians,
defence area. Hie direct consequence of this government policy was quite
obvious. The family life was temporarily disrupted; we were forced to live
for months in an unsanitory and crowded Manning Pool at Hastings Park in
Vancouver. It is quite clear to what extent these people received the blow
psychologically. A part from this, the financial loss sustained by each
family was considerable, but to ascertain to what exteno is quite impossible.
Before leaving the coast, a great portion of househola effects and personal
belongings was either unwillingly relinquished or reluctantly sold at a loss;
but, for those who are old or who are approaching old age, this action,
though unfortunately unavoidable, has resulted in a financial uneasiness to
such an extent that the possibility of the re-establishment of their former
financial status seems quite dim.

On the solemn promise that the property handed over to the Custodian
would be safeguarded in the interest of the owner, we had complete faith.
But unfortunately, this pledge v&s not kept. Both the moveable and the
immoveable properties were sold by the Custodian vdthout the consent of
the owner at either one-half, one-third or one-fourth of their current
price. Hence, no one can doubt in the least the profound disappointment and
grief arising from such injustice. Furthermore, the unemployed and those
unable to work in the Interior Housing Settlement had to live on what money
the Custodian handed over to them from the forced sale of their property.

It is now quite evident that a great majorit;/ of the evacuees v/as
stripped of all financial assets.

In the name of those \"iio are going to Japan voluntarily or involuntarily
in the very near future to re-establish themselves there, and also in the
name of those who stay in Canada, to fight all obstacles in order to live
here, WE, SAPMulSE CENTRAL LUMillTEE OF SLOGAN DiSTElICT, do hereby humbly
petition that the enormous financial loss sustained by the Japanese people
as a result of this forced evacuation from the coast be indemnxfied by the
government of the Dominion of Canada,

¥/e trust this entreaty on the good faith of His Majesty's Government
and on the benevolence of the Canadian people.

dated the 3rd day of February, A, D. 1946.

JAPAImESE CENTRAL COMLilTTEE OF

SLOGAN DISTRICT.



The Matters To Be Taken Up With Mr« Pickersgill

1« Concerning the petition submitted on Feb. 2nd 1946,

2« Request the following items to be granted:

(a) Contents of the petition of Feb. 2nd, 1946,
1, That the financial assistance to be increased,

2, That the provisions pertaining to the transfer a person
and household effect which is indispensable immediately-
after the landing,

3, That the special consideration of the small family to be
given.

(b) Contents of the petitions dated Feb. 3rd 1946, Re: occupational
tools,

(c) Contents of the note dateu Feb. 2rd, Ivir, Pickersgill's view
re: compensation for the reasonable damage caused by the forced
evacuation from the coast,

(d) The clothings are to be supplied to the maintenance cases for
deportation.

(e) Abandonment cf travelling restrictions before the deportation,

(f) The catigery of ij7orkmen's Compensation to be ino-lud^ from the
financial assistance on the deportation,

(g) Assurance or passport to be given to the Canadian Born British
bubject who goes to Japan temporarily v/ith the -ourpose of lookine
after his family, ^

(h) Special considerrtion to be given for the Internee family, l^n
families to send the internee's baggage to the camp on the govern
ment s expenses. If not to be allowed to take the internee's
baggage not included in the weight limit of the family.

3, Questions:

(a) Does the government intend to deoort thp icjcp-io ^

of theS r°patSa"r

'  for ^ogarding the Issei parents who applied
toawL separate from thSr
Canada! when their children decided to remain in

:r::rfti:d ti reisfg rr/"-
1922?^ Japanese Nationals were not allowed to Naturalize after

peace

(g) Th government., intention a, a whole regarding the deportation.
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360 HOmer Street,
Vancouver, B. C.

J'iarcli Sth. 1946

Mr Sal to,
Japanese Central Coioralttee
SLOGAN, B. C.

Dear Sir,

We have for acknowledgment your
letter of the 19th February and wish to advise
you that persons to be repatriated to Japan,
who are sixteen years of age and over, and have
not at Is ast $200.00 will be granted the differ
ence between the amount they have in hand and
$200.00.

We are not concerned '.vith the source
of the asGeta,and therefore any persons who re
ceives from the V/orlaaen» s Compensation Board an
Iraount in excess If $200.00 will not receive any
remuneration from this Division.

Yours truly.

/ ̂  X
T. B. PIC''EFSGILL
Commissioner.

' ■ 4I6T "C" -;

IW/MS

/
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360 Homer Street,
Vancouver, B. C.

Mar6h 8th 1946

-  • >-:

*

Japanese Repatriation Group,
Greenwood, B«"C. Si

'■ ^

t' '^4

Dear Sirs,

Your letter of February 20th address
ed to the Hon. Humphrey Mitchell has been forwarded
to us for attention.

/  . - . • - v... . . Sgrj

.'-Il

We wish to advise you that the de
cision given in our letter of the 18th ulto., remains
unchanged.

Yours truly.

Mr.T. B. PICKHRSGTLL
Commissioner.

"  • t >r;

tw/ms

:  -<• -i(.

' f •\" 'i

,  • ■ ; «l
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360 Hraner Street,

YANOOUVBR, B.C.

AimiL. 5th Marciii 19^6 '^ ■ - i

Attention: Ifir. Pammett.

* V . •«.

-'i'-' C" . ■- '. ■ ■^-> :h ■ \ . ' ■, ^■ - :. •■ ^-  ̂, ••'>: ■--4 i- . •^f\ . - i - ■,■ v

^ •- -
\

--'. 3,-

A. MacNaxoara Esq.,
Deputy Minister,

Department of Labour,
OTTAUA.

-  ,.: „ '%• V 'C'
■,V. , , -. . :,. ■ , ^

.i •■

rC

- •-.,

:  ■ r

-  >->
We received letter to the Minister from

the Okanagan Buddhist Society, which was forwarded from
Ottawa.

'-y'-'. '■ -St'S '■5'.
*.-v;.

r3
.  ' V-

We already have received a similar letter
from this Society, and we are enclosing copy of our reply.

'■ ■ T:; ,i!5

4. v" ■■ft ■ ■ ' ' ■ •■ bf; ■
M' m

? '

.  "- - i

■  .• ^ 'u- •
"■ " -if,

4.- •.- . 1.

; M'-m

t

?--

"" ♦ - . .
;  >.•

'.y.

" Jr t ■
T.B. PICKERSGILL,

Commissioner.

/i-

,  ' - - - -^ M 't'
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OKANAGAN BUDDHIST SOCt'Saf

..aTIi

Box 178. ,■
K0lo«iuit B, C.

11 ■'^r fi

■{ ; February 12# 1946,

Hon. Humphroy Ultohollf
lilnlster of Labour
O't'tavai Canada

■  f;i- L-a&yiir,
U £ ^ ' r I. V ED

Hon. glTf

j  ; 'rLb'-is/V, ijj .-j
S^efejfy to J

WhereaB» during the ear, e» had rooelred pariodioal vigite and ggrvicee
of Roy. Rgngin Tatibana and although inadequate, ee eere able to meet our religioue
needg. Although ve had deeired to have a permanent reeident priee^, we had felt
the undertaking and reeponeibility too great at that time and go had adhered to
the above policy. Now, ee in Kelowna and nearby oentree have agreed upon to meet
all obligatione, financial and otherwiee, with regards to having a permanent
resident pribot.

...

And ehereae, if all the Buddhist priests in British Columbia are returned
to Japan, we feel that it will be a detriment and a lose to the fulfilment of the
Buddhist faith and a creation of an uneasiness of heart to all Buddhist believers.

And whereas, in the United States, iriien Buddhist priests enter the country,
it is not on a yearly permit but ae a permanent resident of the United States.
Also, we have heard and led to bilieve that missionaries and ministers of the
gospel go to Japan as a permanent resident without the necessity of yearly permits.
We sincerely request that all Buddhist priests in Canada should be based upon the
same conditione as pursued in the United States.

And whereas, from the standpoint of freedom of religioue belief and
practice, we request that we be permitted to have a resident priett in British
Coluad»ia.

And whereas, although Rev. Rensih Tatibana had made application to return
to Japan, inasmuch as he has requested cancellation, we request that his cancellation
be granted.

Therefore, we, the undersigned, do hereby petition and request of you,
Sir, for your kind consideration to our appeal to have Rev. Rensin Tatibana resmin
in Canada and to reside permanently in Kelowna as our resident Buddhist priest to
look after the welfare and Interests of all those of the Buddhist faith both in
our locality and British Columbia in general.

In the event that permanent residenoe oannot be grantdd for Rev. Rensin
Tatibana, we request any favorable suggestions idiereby he may be permitted to
remain in Canada.

Tour petitioners

—

^ ^

f  f 4 e • tt « IK« •• •
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360 Homer Street,
Vancouver, B. C-
March 5th 1946

,  J.

f

Mr I. Mlyazakl,
Repatriation Group,
Lemon Creek, B. G«

'  .-"■'j' ■ ■ii '  • T' * -

sT' *

I

Dear Sir,

Your further letter of February
18th, addressed to the Hon. Bunphrey Mitchell
has been forwarded to us for attention.

*  •-
-r

.  • *

May we point out that our letter
of February 8th in reply to your letter of
January 26th, was written on behalf of the Minister
and this Division.

ff f

We wish to advise you that the
policy set out in the General Notice to persons
being repatriated to Japan remains unchanged.

Yours tiuly.

fp
T. B. PICKERGGILL
Goinmisd. oner. "" V ! ■

V * ■ r 3^'-.

^ ~r • * .

^  - Vi- < ^
.rt

.t
*

A
. V

■  it'- '

I  • - *

ar

c.c A. MacNamara Esq.,
c.c Piles , —-



360 Homer Street,
Vancouver, B.C.
March 5th 1946

The Chairman,
Repatriation Group,^
Greenwood, B. C* '

Dear Sir,

Your further letter of February 22nd
addressed to the Hon: Humphrey Mitchell has been
forwarded to us for attention.

We wish to point out that our letter of
January 30th was written on behalf of the Minister
and this Division.

The decision given in our letter of the
30th ulto., stijl remains unchanged.

Yours truly.

,0

T. B. PICKERSGILL

Commissioner.

i-, -■< -S '

i

' C ' ^ i ■*
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' -V ra

« ̂3«
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* .
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v:. . ^ -v. -a
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IW/MS
Jfft
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360 Homer Street,

VANCOUVER, B.C.

2nd, March 1946

Mr. S. Ibmiye,
i

KELOWA, B.C.

Bear Sir,
\%lLfw

We have received a copy of petition snb-
mitted on behalf of the Okanagan Buddhist Society requesting
that Reverend Tatibana be permitted to transfer from Tashme to
Kolowna to serve as the Buddhist priest for that community.

As your name appears first on Uie list of
those signing the petition, this reply is being sent to you and
you can see that it is circulated to all others who signed the
petition.

Reverend Tatibana is a Japanese national and
requested repatriation by signing voluitarily the official de
claration form for that purpose. In accordance vvith present
government policy, and as provided for by Qrder-in-Council
P.O. 7355, all Japanese nationals viio reiuested repatriation by
signing the official form for that purpose may be deported. As
Reverend Tatibana is a Japanese national he therefore is subject
to deportation and for this reason ^7e cannot authorise his
transfer from Tashme to Kelovma.

i
:\

Yours truly.

" T.B. PICKERSGILL,
Commissioner.

■<.

t - rr -n » .



\. B. 0.,

December 31, 1945.

T. B, Pickersgill,
360 uoBier otreet,
Vancouver, o. o.

Petition.

iSie, persone of Jajjanese origin, being repatriated and deported, have
already known through Canadian newspapers that minimum allowances for a
re-settleraent in Japan are assured by the Canadian Government, we are most
unexpected and surprised to be given such a low rate of allowances in

minimum liquid assets as two h\indred dollars i!^200,00) for each adult and
fifty dollars (i^SO.OO) for each dependent child, to assist us in a re-settlement
in •»apan. Iherefore, we hereby do appeal to you, by the .nqma of Japanese
Central Committee of Slocan valley District, to be assured a double amount of

what assured previously by the Canadian oovernment as a rehabilitation fund of

two hundred and sixty dollars (ijjseo.OO) for each adult and fifty dollars (§50.00)
for each dependent child, ive confirm that our proposing amounts are most
justifiable and reasonable; and we do clarify the facts by declaration of the

following grounds:

1. whereas, a majority of us, driven into an unfavourable situation

and hardship, are now facing a policy of repatriation and deportation

against our will, undoubtedly we had contributed to build up the

basic industries in Canada for many years, rsesides we had established

ourselves as decent, loyal Japanese Canadian citizens and residents.

All such persistent efforts for the past years have been jeopardised

and ruined. DJow some of us have reached old ages or are reaching such

ages as unable to take part in an activity much longer. Consequently,

it is clear that it would take us considerably longer time and require
more fund to re-establish ourselves in japan than in Canada.

2. whereas, by a communication from certain individuals and also through
informations from various sources, we are aware that Japan is facing

such a critical condition as to a shortage of commodities, and a

financial insecurity, ihis has eventually caused a sudden rise in

prices of all commodities. Consequently such a condition would drive

us into an anxiety and fear to re-establish ourselves in Japan without

an appropriate subsidy allowance.

3. Vilhereas, a majority of us have dependent children and aged parents, and

yet have no living quarter of our own in Japan; some of us have neither

a relative nor a friend, in this case we would probably be placed for
a certain period, in such a temporary living quarter established by the

Japanese Government, eventually each of us has to search for own shelter

of some sort, as to rent a suite of room o:^a house. DUt the consequence
of tha horrible war, has caused a housing shortage anywhere in Japan,

i'his makes us a most uncertainty and hardship to rehabilitate. Therefore,

we need a sufficient expense to resettle by means of securing a shelter.

4. Whereas, most of us have neither family medical supplies now a reserve
fund, in order to be prepared for an illness or an injury and also for
an unexpected disaster. Tt is ccmraon to anyone, particularly children,
being easily exposed to injujTy of health, by a sudden change of climate,
nence our desire is to take with us even a small amount of a reserve
fund available.



Page Two«

f
A3 .the reasons clarified in the above articles, we may summarily point

out that the appropriate amount of such subsidy for the rehabilitation of the
repatriates, in Japan, should at least be twice as much as the amount that is our
proposed amount will be five hundred and twenty dollars ($520.00) for each adult, and
one hundred dollars l$100,00) for each dependent child and which is assured by the

Government for the resettlement within Canada, Moreover, having been faithful

citizens and residents, having endured the most unendurable hardship that we had
faced, iflie have to unavoidably-relinq.uish our Canadian citizenship and residence,
although we, Japanese i^^tionals, had been legedly immigrated in Canada by virtue
of agreements between successive Canadian and Japanese Governments, we, the
repatriates, earnestly appeal to the authorities of Canada and to the Canadian
public, to grant us the proposed rehabilitation allowances for our re-establishment
in Japan, we hereby petition you, to give us your kindest, profound consideration
and sincere assistance to this matter for v;hich we are vitally concerned.

V/e beg to remain.

lour faithful xxepatriates,

Per j apanese central Goninittee of ̂ locan valley
district.

>1 . V.

I- 1 ̂

h' y ;
' ' i ^ ii ( \ ^

Hspr es ent at i ves:

Slocan Gity ,

Bay -fi'arm ___

Popoff

.■-V

-  "■ ;

_ T 9,."



/ SloeiK^ b. C*i
uecember 31, 1945.

The Hon. L. S. St. Laurent,
Minister of Justice,

Ottawa, Canada.

Petition;

We, persons of Japanese origin, being repatriated and depoi'ted, have
already known through Uanadian newspapers that minimum allo\mnces for a
re-settlement in Japan ai'e assured by the Canadian Covernment. We are most
unei^ected and surprised to be given such a lov; rate of allowances in
minimum liquid assets as two hundred dollars (^p200.00) for each adult and
fifty dollars (|50.00) for each dependant child, to assist us in a
re-settlement in Japan. Therefore, we hereby do appeal to your honour, by
the name of Japanese Central Committee of Slocan Valley district, to be
assured a double amount of vdiat assured previously by the Canadian Ooverrcient

as a rehabilitation fund of two hundred and sixty dol].ars ($260.00) for each

adult and fifty dollars ($50.00) for each dependent child. Vie confirm that
our proposing amoimts are most justifiable and reasonable; and v;e do clarify
the facts by declaration of the following founds:

1. Whereas, a majority of us, driven into an unfavoiirable situation
and hardship, are now facing a policy of repatriation and deportation
against our v;ill. Undoubtedly vre had contributed to build up the
basic industries in Canada for many years. Besides we had established
ourselves as decent, loyal Japanese Canadian citizens and residents.

All such persistent efforts for the jast years have been jeopardised
and ruined. How some of us have reached old ages or are reaching such
ages as unable to take part in an activity much longer. Consequently,
it is clear that it would take us considerably longer time and require
more fund to re-establish ourselves in Japan than in Canada.

2. Whereas, by a communication from certain individuals and also through
informations from various sources, we are aware that Japan is facing
such a critical condition as to a shortage of conmodit ies, and a
financial insecurity. This has eventually caused a sudden rise in
prices of all ccmmodities. Consequently such a condition would drive
us into an anxiety and fear to re-establish ourselves in Japan without
an appropriate subsidy allov/ance.

3. Whereas, a majority of us have dependent children and aged parents,
amd yet have no living qvarter of oTir ovm in Japan; some of us have
neither a relative nor a friend. In this case we would probably be
placed for a certain period, in such a temporary living quarter
established by the Japanese Government. Eventually each of us has to
search for own shelter of some sort, as to rent a suite of room or a
house. But the consequence of the horrible v;ar, has caused a housing
shortage anywhere in Japan. This makes us a most uncertainty and hardship
to rehabilitate. Therefore, we need a sufficient expense to resettle
by means of securing a shelter.

4. whereas, most of us have neither family medical supplies nor a reserve
fund, in order to be prepared for an illness or an injury and also for
an unexpected disaster. It is common to anyone, particularly children,
being easily exposed to injury of health, by a sudden change of climate.
Hence our desire is to take v/ith us even a small amount of a reserve
fund available.



PasQ Two.

S7, ■

As the reasons clarified in the above articles, we may siunmarily point
out that the appropriate amount of such subsidy for the rehabilitation of the
repatriates, in Japan, should at least be twice as much as the amount that is
o\ir proposed amount will be five hundred and twenty dollars ($520.00) for
each adult, and one hundred dollars ($100.00) for each dependent child and
which is assured by the Goverment for the resettlement within Oanada. Moreover,
having been faithful citizens and residents, having endured the most unendiu''able
hardship that we had faced. We have to unavoidably relinquish our Canadian
citizenship and residence, although we, Japanese Nationals, had been legally
immigrated in Oanada by virtue of agreements between successive Canadian and
Japanese Governments. We, the repatriates, earnestly appeal to the authorities
of Canada and to the Canadian public, to grant us the proposed rehabilitation
allowances for our re-establishment in Japan. We hereby petition your honour,
to give us your kindest, profound consideration and your sincere assistance to

this matter for which we are vitally concerned.

we beg to remain.

■^/ ;f^'\ A/,
-  " ■ ■ V - ' V* ,
:  f

iour faithful Kepatriates,

Per Japanese Central committee of Slocan Valley
District.

Kepresentat ives:

Slocan City ^

Bay •'''arm

Popoff /ff
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Dicr; jAr^ j-"; (Ji 0i'a3hme, B. C. ,
Dec^'ffiber 31, 1945,

£i2i__i?^V0CABI0i; or "VGLUlirAHi" DO JAPAH

(BY JAPAKBjE AAPICx;ALJ)

H.on, L. o. ut. Laurent,
klinijter of Ju,.-tice,
Ottawa, Canada.

Wji, whose names and Japanese legist rat i cn numters appear "below and

who hav,e already written separately as,clng for the cance] latlon of

our application to "be sait to Japan do here"by severally declare

ond give you notice that we renounce, ahandon and revoke our

declaration heretofore made "by us and in which we requested the

government of Canada to arrange for and effect my repatriation to

Japan.
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Ti^si-nis, n. c.
■December 31, 1945.

HB; ESTTOCATION OF '"JOLUIIT-'\PY'" 'REPATniATION 10 JAJTAJJ

{W NATTTR.VLIZi'gD CANADIANS)

Hon. L, S. St, Laurent;
Minister of Justice,
Ottaxva, Canada.

WE, the lutl er signed , whose names and Japanese P.egi strati on numbers

appear below and y;ho have already v.rl tten individually asking for

the cancellation of our applications to be sent to Japan follovring

the close of war, do hereby, severally declare and give you notine

that we hereby renounce, abandon and revoke our declaration here

tofore made by us and in v?hich we requested the government of

Canada to arrange for and effect our repatriation to Japan.
J

IT is in our intention and fiim resolve to retain and adhere to

our rights and status of Natviraliaed Canadian British Subject and as a

citizen of Canada as v;ell as to fulfill all the duties and

obligations that are thereby imposed on us.
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TASHME, B. C.
December 31, 1945,

■

RE RE\rOGATION OF "VOLIIM'ARY" REPATRIATION TO JAPAN

(BY CMADIM BORNS)

Hon. L.S. St. Laurent,
Minister of Justice,
Ottawa, Canada.

WE, the undersigned, whose names and Japanese Registration numbers

appear below and who have already written Individually asking for

the cancellation of our applications to be sent to Japan following

the close of war, do hereby, severally declare and give you notice

that we hereby renounce, abandon and revoke our declaration here

tofore made by us and in which we requested the government of

Canada to arrqnge for and effect our repatriation to japan.

IT is in our intention and firm resolve to retain and adhere to our

rights and status of Canadian-Born British Subject and as a citizen

of Canada as well as to fulfill all the duties and obligations that

are thereby imposed on us.
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360 Homor Sti'eot,

YMGEIIViffi, B. C.

15th Deoenber 19A5<

Meesrs. Kaizo TsmrUKI,
GiiClil NAilAYAMA,
Sakaru 3AIGA,

Oomruittoe for Repatriation,
2ASKI®, B* C.

Dear Sirs,

V/e liavo for aoknowledpiTonb tl3e copy of the

letter addreased to the Rt» lion. »V, L# MacKeuzie Kiog, Pi'ime
!anister of Canada, in which you roquosted certain facilities
in connection with the repatriation of t-he Tasiuke gxvmp to
Japan ♦

In reply, v/e v/ould sidviso that details in
connection v/itli this ladYoment have not yet been finally decided
upon. ?^}lon full information regarding the procedure for
repatriation is available, notifications will be posted in
tlio Projects well in advance of tlie movement. You may be
assured that points v/ill be covered at tliat time, and
yoTU? ruostions will bo ansv/erod sufficiently in advance of
your doparture to allow you to make the necessarj' preparations.

Yours truly,

CVB/GJI C, Y, Booth,



360 Hoiasr Street*

VMCOUVIR, B,0»

15th Decenber 1945•

The ChalUcEE,
Repatriation Group,
LEMON CFalEK, B» 0.

Dear Sir,

We have for aokncmleegr,:ent the cony of the
letter addressed to the Konom'able Humphrey liitcheil.
Minis ter of Labo>jr, in wiilch you roquoated certain faoil-
itlea in connection with the repatriation of the Lemon Cr'eek
group to Ja"|ian,

In reply, we would advise tiiat details in conn
ection vfith this rAOvament have not yon been finally decided
upon. When full information regarding the procedure for
re-oatriation is available, notlfioatj.ons will be posted in
the Projects well in advance of the laovement. You may be
assured that all points will be covered at that time, and
your questions will be answered sufficientJ.y in advance of
your departure to allow you to make the r.ecess'-Tj'' preparations.

Yours truly.

CTB/GII Booth*
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Copy for voi^pinformation and action. t
n^'

c *

(<3^^

Al^ MAlif*

.^kL:

■ f:

-^s

OTTAWA, December 11, 1945#

-i <

V, ■' -r

•■v.- ■• ,
••

. ."i '

The Chairman,
Repatriation Group,
Lemon Creek, B,G»

t  ■ ^ ,

'V -

■;

-. .> . ■/ . - '

Dear Sirt

The Honourable Mr» iiitchell has asked
me to acknowledge your letter of Decembor 5,
seeking information with respect to repatriation
procedure*

V' . ' ■
*■ - A" ■ • ^

> ).

I am sending forward a copy of your
letter to the Commissioner of Japanese Placement
at Vancouver, who is in charge of administration
of repatriation and who can give you the latest
particulars on procedure*

"  : f
.  ■ . •; »

Yours very truly.
•  t -

a:. --
•X.- ■■ >

Jd.'* - - • *

.  >4.' ,

A* HacNamara*

HTPlFD o.-,- ■ .i. ^0- „
..V >

"v i*'- '

■ s

V V

i.- --.

:•> ,

>,':-s 3
■  ,^- .--y.g' r.
'  . lV- "T - ,■ ^ ...:



COPY

Lemon Creek,
Repatriation Group,

December 5, 1945.

Hon. Humphrey Mitchell,
Minister of Labour,

Ottawa, Canada.

Dear Sir:

According to the notice of the Honourable Minister of Labour
issued this 13th day of February, 1945, we have been signed applica
tion for repatriation.

Our reasons for signing them were first, due to the presumption
of distress in livelihood in Eastern Canada and second, because of
our relatives' houses and properties in Japan.

For these reasons we were persuaded to decide our desire, but at
present time, they will be in a very pitiable plight because of Allies'
Non-distinction bombing which perhaps destroyed most houses and all
kinds of commodity and we have to go aimlessly yet.

Prior to this war, we had been engaging in Canada' industries
contributing greatly for many years. Yet in spite of all we were
evacuated, encountering great losses, especially indispensable articles
which are essential for our life.

We beg your fullest consideration of our present pitiable cir
cumstances and also of our requests herewith.

1. Those who own movable or immovable properties will be
undoubtedly applied accordingly to the notice of
February 13, but in regards to the people without
property, we request for the rehabilitation fund.
(What amount?)

2. To prevent inconveniences and of being lost, we
desire separate baggage ticket.

3. For Canadian-born Japanese under 16 years who are
involuntarily accompanying their parents, we re
quest a permission of re-entrance to their former
native country and so we entreat the authority to
deliver suitable certificate that we wish to

possess.

4. Request a previous notice of at least one month
before evacuation date.

5. Both indispensable food and accommodation for
sucklings and infants are requested your fullest
consideration.

6. We desire that our properties now under Custody
be sold to the Government at current price, and
request to obtain the fund before our departure.

Yours truly.
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Tashme, B, C. ,
DeeemBer 8, 1945,

LIr. B. B, Pickiersgill,
Japanese Placement Commissioner,
360 Homer otreet,
Vancouver, B, C.

Pear 3ir:

sVe are enclosing a copu of letter addressed
to the Rt. Hon. V. L. MacKenzie Hing, Prime Minister
of Canada, presented on "behalf of those who had signed
for repatriation and whose intentions have remained
unchanged.

We request that you will "tzindly give the
matters presented your fullest consideration.

Yours very truly.

Maizo uyuki

Cue hi U'JaiMyarna

>ja.;aru Baiga

t

- >
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Taebme, B. C.,
DeceraTjer 3, 1945,

Or ■•* •

J.- -iv :
- •- -- .--J. V - ■ • v"". •

»V»> V^r-r'M^ - O*-' '
v>v- „- : .^-■

Ihe Ht* Uon« W. L» MaoKenzie King
Prime lainister of Canada,
Ottawa, Canada.

^3^ .y--- .^.i -
-  - *

'v . A. '^-

Hon. 3ir;
■ ■ ■■<*. . ■' - -.1f. ■ ■>«, »- . . ^.  ̂ - - n-."- ,; :P.

■' ' ■ ■ ' f./-

According to the newspapers, we understand that the
time of repatriation is drawing near. As it is our desire to
give the fullest co-operation to the Government in carrying out
this vast program, "both orderly and speedily, a meeting, of those
who had signed applications for repatriation and whose intentions
remain unchanged, was held, and we, the undersigned, were chosen
as their representatives.

Phe following are those who have definitely stated
their wish to be repatriated from this centre;

Japanese nationals
naturalized
Canadian Born

242 souls
64 souls

315 souls

The above figures may be increased later on. •  ■• J'- . . V ' XT • «
-  --.^V

we find ourselves confronted with the following
problems when we consider the circumstances that may arise as
we leave Canada. ■A

4:

1. He: iioney.

In regard to this matter, we ouote a portion of the
statement made by the Minister of Labour, under dote of Feb. 13,
1945. "Bet proceeds realized from the disposition of their property,
real and personal, in Canada and standing to their credit at the
time of repatriation, will be secured to them and may be trans
ferred by them to Japan upon repatriation following the close of
the war?

By this statement, we believe that wo are allowed to
carry all our asset with us as we repatriate or we can transfer
money ourselves to Japan. We ore desirous to know the procedure
of transferlng such money or any Instructions in this regard.

2. He; Baggage.

Again we nuote the same statement of the Ilinister of
Labour in this matter, "Free passage will be guaranteed by the
Canadian Government to all repatriates being sent to Japan and all
their dependents who accompai^ them, and Including free trans
portation of such of their personal property they may take with them?

There is no limitation Indicated in
in the above statement. However, while we are

regard to ouantlty
not expecting to be

allowed unlimited ouantity of baggage, we consider the limit should
be established, based upon what we hove and use while in this centre
since this is actually necessary as a very minimum for dally living.

We have all lost cur chattels as we evacuated; eotne were
sold at dumping prices; some were stolen; some were vested with
the Custodian and later sold by the Custodian; thus the biggest
portion of our necessaries of life was lost.

.  . K-
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Througb our untiring effort to meet the daily need
during the past three years, we have oolleoted, one hy one, the
minimum essentials for life* Yet, there are quite a number of
us who are still using Government supplied goods*

What we are using at present in this centre is not by
any means a luxury* Reportedly, there is hardly any commodity to
buy in Japan* Even if there is, we cannot afford financially to
re-establish our household in Japan. If our baggage is limited
so low that we have to leave things here again, after having striven
to re-establish ourselves in this centre, we shall never be able
to re-establish and rehabilitate ourselves in Japan.

Our children were born and brought up in Canada and
naturally they will have a deep devotion to the things they were
accustomed to in their daily life* Jherefore, we fully anticipate
the authorities to give icind and generous consideration to allow
us to take chattels with us*

5, He; Financial itatus*

You will note that there are certain people now living
on relief or striving to make both ends meet with their low wages*
These people will be helpless outside of this centre and they will
have no means for rehabilitation* Will there be any allowance for
travelling or are provisions for rehabilitation being considered
by the Government?

4. Re; Status of Children ( Minors )*

It was after we had signed applications for repatriation
that we learned the existence of an Order-in-Council P* 0* 10773,
dated November 26, 1948, in which it stipulates that any child under
16 years of age who goes to Japan with their parents naturally lose
their Canadian citizenship*

iVe are not protesting against this because we had no
knowledge of It but when our children grow up and reach an age
when they can express their wish to return to Canada, will there
be an opportunity given for consideration? It is repeatedly reported
in the United Jtates that the United otates authorities are warning
repatriates to taice identity of their children as American born in
case the children wish to restore their American citizenship when
they become of legal age. we, as parents of Canadian born children, .
do sincerely desire and request that the Canadian authorities will
grant the same privilege as the United Gtates Government*

5* He; Immediate Hepatriatiou.

Gome of us have our families living in Japan and wish
to be repatriated at the earliest opportunity* Is there any con
sideration made for them? If the Government so desires, we are
able to report on the number of such oases*

6* Re; Embarkation Dates and Travel.

When the practical embarkation dates ore set, we wish
the authorities would notify us well in advance so as to prepare
for such departure, thereby avoiding any possible confusion*

..I

Also, as some of us would like to visit our relatives,
parents or friends in other localities prior to embarkation, we
wish to have the present travelling restrictions modified*

_ ■ - ^ S-
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Some of us have unsettled matters with the Custodian.
What will happen in these oases?

v.'e, all memhers of repatriates, ainoerely trust that
the Canadian Government will treat us with all fairness. iVe wish
to express anew our appreciation for the long years of Canadian
life and of the protection afforded to us "by the Canadian Govern
ment. '/e not only offer fullest co-operation in the matter of
repatriation "but may we be honoured to say particularly that we
have determined Individually to promote and achieve enduring good- r^i ,"
wiil and peace for the future of Canada and Japan.

Yours very faithfully.
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Lemon Creek,
Repatriation Group,

BecemLer 5, 1945,

t'S'-/

ICc, T. B, Pickersgill,
360 Homer Street,'' '

Va.ncouver, B. C,

Dea,r Sir:

According to the notice of the HonoLirahle Mnister of Lahour issued
this 15th day of Pehruary, 1945, we have been signed application for re
patriation.

Our reasons for signing them were first, due to the presumption of
distress in livelihood in Eastern Canada and second, because of our re
latives' houses and properties in Japan,

Por these reasons we were persuaded to decide our desire, but at
present time, they will be in a ver^r pitiable plight because of Allies'
ITon-distinction bombing which perhaps destroyed most houses and .all kinds
of commodity and we have to go aimlessly yet.

Prior to this war, we had been engaging in Canada's industries con
tributing greatly for many years. Yet in spite of all we were evacuated,
encountering great losses, especially indispensable articles which are
essential for our life.

We beg your fullest consideration of our present pitiable circum
stances and also of our reqviests herewith,

1, Those who own movable or immovable properties will be un
doubtedly applied accordingly to the notice of February
13, but in regards to the people without property, we re
quest for the r-ehabili tat ion fund, (What amount?)

2, To prevent inconveniences and of being lost, we desire
separa.te baggage ticket,

3, For Canadian-born Japa.nese under 16 years who are in
voluntarily accompanying their parent, we request a. per
mission of re-entrance to their former native country a-nd
so we entrea.t the authority to deliver suitable certifi
cate that we wish to xjoSsess,

4, Request a previous notice of at least one month before
evacua^tion date,

5, Both indispensable food and accomodation for sucklings
and infants are requested your fullest consideration,

6, We desire that our properties now under Custody be sold
to the Government a.t current price, and request to ob-

K  tain the fund before our departure.

Yours truly,

-T
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; IKisOffice of the Prime SBister

Referred from the Office of the
Prime Minister to the Minister
of Labour.

/m
(R,G%Robertson)

Secretary.
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I Departmttnt ot Labour,
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Secretary to Minister.

Ottawa, isth November, 1945,

G» H* Fletcher, Esq.,
Secretary-Treasurer,

Students' Executive Council of McGlll University.
Montreal, P,Q,

Dear Sir:

_  , , . instruction of the Acting Prime Minister,
I wish to acknowledge your letter of November 8th
conveying the text of a resolution adopted by the
Students' Executive Council of McGill University with
regard to the treatment of persons of Japanese origin
In Canada,

The Minister of Labour is responsible In
general for the administration of policy with regfiu*d
to peraone of Japanese origin In this country, and
I think that his department la In the best position
to give you the Information you are seeking. I am
forwarding your letter to the Minister, and I have
no doubt that you will hear from his department in
the near future.

Yours sincerely,,

■  ̂ ■ ••
•  ■ -i >i

RQP/JHC T  -V.

(R.G.Robertson)
Secretary.
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SHERBROOKE STREET WEST

MONTREAL, QUE.

Telephone:

LANCASTER 2244

STUDENTS' EXECUTIVE COUNCIL OF McGILL UNIVERSITY

BOOK EXCHANGE

DEBATING UNION SOCIETY

GLEE CLUB

MCGH-L ANNUAL

MCGILL UNION

MCGILL DAILY

MCGILL UNIVERSITY BAND

MCGILL HANDBOOK

PLAYERS' CLUB

RED a WHITE REVUE

SCARLET KEY SOCIETY

STUDENTS* DIRECTORY

STUDENTS' EMPLOYMENT BUREAU

November 8tli,1945.

Hon. Mr. J.L.Illsley,
Acting Prime Minister,

Parliament Buildings,
Ottawa, Canada.

Dear Mr. Illsley,-

At a meeting of the Students' Executive Council
of McG-ill University held on November 7tb,in tbe McGill
Union ,the following resolution was passed,-

" Moved that, in view of the opinions expressed
by other Canadian universities, this Council communicate
with the Canadian Government and write to the leaders
of the Progressive Conservative Party, the C.C.F., the
Labour Progressive, and Social Credit Party, in an
effort to ascertain the true status q.uo of the
Japanese-Canadians who are about to be deported from
Canada, and that the student body be informed of the
action taken by this Council through the mediiim of
The Daily, and that the students be asked to withhold
any further action until such full and detailed inform
ation is available, because this Council feels that at
the present time it is not qualified to pass any immediate
opinion on the action taken by the Government; furthermore,
that once full information is available,this Council
pledges itself to study the question with the greatest
care, and report to the student body to the best of
its ability."

Will you please be good enough to forward to us
such material as is available which will give us full inform
ation regarding this question of deportation of Japanese-
Canadians, so that the students of McGill University may be
fully informed of the present situation, thanking you, I am.

Tours very sincerely

G.H, Fletcher,

Secretary-Treasurer.
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MEMORANDUM

j  Office of the Prime ]j^^ster
Ottawa, L3.th..liOv.emb.er.y-1945,

Referred from the Office of the
Prime Minister to the Minister of
Labour,

(R.G.Robei^son)
Secretary,



Referred to Department of Labour
"  Department of External Affalra^

1 'ii ot LabGUFii I
"■a; e C f' 'i ^ !:

ncr

li . jS'A (
!

'  ; lo Minister. \

Ottava, 15th November, 1945,
, r •' I* - • T

1» 7* Tesksy, £sq,.
Secretary,

Courtenay-Cmaox Board of Trade,
P,0, Box 82,

Courtenay, B,C,

Dear Sir:

In the absence of the I^lme Minister,
I wish to acknowledge your letter of October 29th
under cover of which you forwarded a copy of a
iresolution adopted by the Courtenay-Coraox Board of
Trade, urging the deportation of persons of
Japanese origin now living in Canada.

Copies of your letter and resolution are
being sent to the interested departments of the
Canadian goverrmient*

Yours sincerely.

(R.G.Robertaon) ' , jt""' '
Secretary.

rede.
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COURTENAY/COMOX BOARD OP TRADE

P.O. Box 82,

Courtenay, B.C.

October 29, 1945,

The Right Honourable W.L.Mackenzie King,
Premier of Canada.

Dear Sir;

I am instructed to forward to you the
enclosed Resolution which was passed by the
Courtenay-Comox Board of Trade.

Trusting you will give this your favourable
consideration, I remain.

Yours truly.

(Sgd.) N.V.TESKEY
Secretary,
Courtenay-^omox

Board of Trade.



RESOLUTION

"Whereas persons of Japanese origin by reason of their
moral characteristics, personal code, dual allegiance
and religious beliefs, are incapable of being
assimilated as loyal and useful citizens of the
Dominion of Canada.

And Whereas it is the considered opinion of the
Courtenay-^omox Board of Trade, arrived at without
racial or other prejudice, that all persons of
Japanese origin now residing within the Dominion,
should, in the best interests of the Dominion, now be
repatriated.

Be it Resolved; That the Government of the Dominion
of Canada be urgently pressed to repatriate immediately
all persons of Japanese origin now living within the
Dominion,"

COURTENAY-COMOX BOARD OP TRADE
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