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The petition of the undersigned of the Japanese Central Comrittee of
Slocan District HUMBLY SHEWETHS:

That your petitioners view with regret the fact that the harsh provision
wes imposed upon the persons of Japanese origin who are to be repatriated.
The contents of the general notice, issued on January 23rd, 1946, by the
Deputy Vinister of Labour, to persons who have applied for repatriation
to Japan, were made public in the interior housing settlement of Slocene.

In consequence of this general notice, we, the Japenese Central Committee
of the 8locan Distriect, fully debated the government policy pertaining to
finencial assistance, personal effects, and other property. We therefore,
submit this humble petition to the govermment of the Dominion of Cenada for
her special consideration.

Uherefore your petiticners of the Japanese Centr:l Committee of the
Slocan District HUMBLY PRAY thats

Whereas, in consequence of the coercive evacuation from the Western
part of the Province of British Columbie, our means of living built from
oot . . . 3 +ad e

years of great effort, pain, end itribulation, was cormpletely extirpated;

And whereas, in consequence of this forced evacuation, a great portion
of our household effects (two-thirds of three-fourths) was scld at & loss
without our consent.

And whereas, to us who are going to resettle and re-cstablish ourselves
in Japen in the very near future, our present possession and bolongings
are Bn absolute minimum essential to the maintenance of our livelihood and
to the rebuilding of our living foundation;

And whereas the government purpose limiting the weight of these absolutely
essential cormodities to be taken at the iime of repairiatior, the policy
appears very severe and harsh to us,.

HEREFORE, WE HEREBY HUMBLY PuTITIONs

1. That the financial as istance for resetilement rendered to us b: the
government be reconsidered,

A. On December 31st, 1945, the entreaty was sent to the suthoritics
of the Dominion Govermment, petitioning for an increase in the
amount of financial esristance. We sincerely re-iterate that for

an adult, sixteen years of age or over, the amount of assistance
shall be increaded from $200.00 to $5200,00 and for a minor under
sixtecn years of age, from £50.00 to $100.00.

B. Regardless of age, each person on the boat shall be permitted
to have in his possession a sum of $10.00 in American exchange,

2 That the personal property which cennot be disposed of my sale be
transacted by the government at the preveiling price, and that the
whole proceeds arising from such’ trensaction be handed over to its
respective owner before the time of deportation from Canada.,

3. That the provisions pertaining to the transfer of personal and house-
hold effects be revised as follows:

A. A total weight of 250 pounds shell be allowed for each person,
regerdless of age, to be taken at the time of repatriation.
Special consideration shall be given to a small family. In case
of a bachelor, a widow, or = widower, a maximum weight of 350
poun@s shell be grented, end in cese of a married couple, 600
pouncs,

In addition, although on the 27+h of February, 1946, the
Commissioner of Japanese Placement, Department of Labour consented
to take the kitchen utensils snd the sewing machine being ineluded
in the stated limit, the sewing machine and occupational tools +o
be permitted to take along in the szme boat being exgluded from
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our proposing weight limit for the other indispensable articles
are to be sacrifiec if the course was teken otherwise.

B. The effects which are left bekind to be shipped later shall be
permitted to be sent to the respective ovmer without eny stipulated
weight limit. Moreover, the government to undertake the responsi-
bility for any damage or loss from any cause wuring any period from
the time the effects are in ruoute until such effects reach the owmer
in Japans and the govermment to pay all indemnity for any such loss
or demage.

All personal property to be sent +o the owmer within three
months thereby abolishing any hardship upon the owner.

C. The personal property which cannot be sent to Japan to be disposed
of irmediately by the government at the prevailing price, and the
entire proceeds resulting from such trensaction shall be handed

over to the resp ctive o ner before sailing time,

4o That the notice of sailing dates be ziven one month in advance.

The above-mentioned is our petition limited to the minimum, end we, the
repatriates, implore that our petition will be realized upon—the genuine
sympathy of His Mejesty's Government and the Cenadien citizens as a whole,

AND YOUR PLTITIONERS, &S IN DUTY BOUND, WILL EVER PRAY.

DATED the 2nd day of February, A. D. 1946,

JAPANESE CENTRaL COMUITTEE OF
SLOUAN DISTRICT,



THE HUMBLE PETITION O HANDCRAFT MEN'S GHOUP SHOWETH +that:

Whereas the general notice, issued on January twenty-third, 1946,
by the Japanese Division of the Department of Lebour to person who have
applied for repatriation to Japan, specifically status that heavy tools
arnd machines of trade are definately not to be taken at the time of
repatri tion, but are to be shipped at a later date to respective repat-

riates;

And whereas no definite assurance is given by the government as
to when such transfer will be made;

And whereas there tools and machines of our trade are all all time
absolutely indispensable to the maintenance of our livelihoods

And whereas the government accepts no legal liabiiity for loss or
damage from any cause, during any period from the time the eftfects in
question are packed until such effects reach the owners in Japans

And whereas if' any dgmage or loss in inilicted during the transfer,
we have no confidence that such tools and machines can be replaced or
purchased in Japans

WHERIFORE, WE HEREBY HUMSLY PETITION that the above-mentioned tools
and machines be taken with us at the time of repatriation althoughthe
combined weignt may exceed the limit set by the government,

AND YOUR PETITIONER, a4S IN DUTY BOUND, WiILL EVER PraY,

DATED the 3rd day of February, A, D, 1946,

Signature of
HANUURAFT MEN® S GROup
SLUUAN DISTRIGT,



WE, JAPaNESE GENTRAL UUMULLMEE OF SLUCAN DISIRICT, sincerely believe
that as a result of coercive evacuation fromt he Pacif'ic coast, thereby
resulting in considerable financial loss to the aftected people, a great
deal of consideration should be torthcoming from the government of the
Cominion of Canada.

Ever since the outbreak of the Pacific war, we have been treated untairly
and undemocratically: The Germans and the Italiens, however, were immuned
from such treatment. Even the Canadian-Born znd the Naturalized Canadiuns,
detence srea. The direct comsequence of this government policy was quite
obviouss The family life was temporarily disrupted; we were forced to live
for months in an unsanitory and crowded Manning Pool at Hastings Park in
Vencouver. It is quite clear to what extent these people receivea the blow
psychologically. A part trom this, the financial loss sustained by each
family was considerable, but to ascertain to what extent is quite impossible.
Betore leaving the coust, a great portion oi househola efiects and personal
belongings was either unwillingly relinquished or reluctantly sold at a loss;
pbut, Tor those who are old or who are approaching old age, this action,
though unfortunately unavoidable, has resulted in a financial uneaginess to
such an extent that the possibility of the re-sstablishment of their former
financial status seems quite dim,

On the solemn promise that the property handed over to the Custodian
would be safeguarded in the interest of the owner, we had complete faith,
But unfortunately, this pledge was not kept. Both the moveable and the
immoveable properties were sold by the Custodian without the consent of
the owmer at either one-halfy one-third or one-fourth of their current
price. Hence, no one cen doubt in the least the profound diseppointment and
grief arising from such injustice. Furthermore, the unemployed and those
unable to work in the Interior Housing Settlement had to live on what money
the Custodian hended over to them from the forced sale of their property.

It is now quite evident that a great majority of the evacuees wes
stripped of all financial assetse

In the neme of those vho are going to Japan voluntarily or involuntarily
in the very near future to re-establish themselves there, and also in the
name of those who stay in Canada to fight 21l obstacles in order to live
here, WE, JAPAN&SE CENIRAL CUMMIITEE OF SLOCAN UISTRICT, do hereby humbly
petition that the enormous financial loss sustained by the Jepanese people
as & result of this forced evacuation from the coast be indemnified by the
government of the Dominion of Canada.

We trust this entreaty on the good faith of His Majesty's Government
end on the benevolence of the Canadian people.

DATED the 3rd day of February, A. D. 1946.

JAPANESE CENTRAL COMMITIEE OF
SLOCAN DISTRICT,



The Matters To Be Teken Up With Mr, Pickersgill

1. Concerning the petition submitted on Feb, 2nd 1946,

?e Request the following items to be granteds

(2)

Contents of the petition of Feb. 2nd, 1946,
l.e That the financial assistance to be increased,

2. That the provisions pertaining to the transfer a person
and household effect which is indispensable immediately
after the landing.

3. That the special consideration of the small family to be
given.

Contents of the petitions dated Feb, 3rd 1§46. Res occupational
tools.

Contents of the note dated Feb, 8rd. MNr. Pickersgill's view
re: compensation for the reasonable damage caused by the forced
evacuation from the coast,

The clothings are to be supplied to the maintenance cases for
deportation,

S - I
Abandonment of travelling restrictions before the deportation,

- oy
The catigery of Workmen's Compensation to be inetuded from the
financial assistence on the deportation, '

Assurance or passport to be given to the Canadian Born British
Sub ject who goes to Japan temporarily with the purpose of looking
after his femily, '

Special considerction to be given for the Internee family, Thn
families to send the internee's baggage to the camp on the govern
ment's expenses. If not to be allowed to take the internce's
baggage not included in +the weight limit of the family,

3. Questions:

(a)

(o)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(£)

(g)

Doe§ the government intend to deport the isseis (first generatim)
including widows widowers aged and infirm depending on their
Canadian Born children snd who have epplied for the cancellation
of their repatrietion,

The government's intention regarding the Issei parents who applied
for the cancellation and who do not wish +to separate from their

Canadian Born children when their children decided to remain in
Canade.,

The government's attitude toward the minor's Cansdian Born Rights
after their deportation. :

B s Wkt 0 ’
Aoss1b1}1tles of returning of the Canadian Born who was detained
or was iorced to reside in Japan during the war.,

yggzghe Japanese Nationals were not allowed +to Neturalize after

i . .
dﬁy the Wartlm? restrictions weres enforced when it is the peace
time. On Isseis. On Niseisg? :

Tk government's intention as a whole regarding the deportation




360 Homer Street,
Vancouver, Be. Ce
March 8th 1946

Mr Saito,
Japanese Central comnlttee

SLOCAN, B« Co.

Dear Sir,

We have for acknowledgment your
letter of the 19th February and wish to advise
you that persons to be repatriated to Japan,
who are sixteen years of age and over, and have
not at ¥ ast $200.,00 will be granted the differ-
ence between the amount they have in hand and
$200,00.

We are not concerned with the source
of the assets,and therefore any persons who re-
ceives from the Workmen's Compensation Board an
amount in excess 1f $200.00 will not recelve any

remuneration from this Divisione

Yours truly,

%w
T, B. PICYERSGILL
Commissionere.

IW/MS




360 Homer Street,
Vancouver, B. C.
Marth 8th 1946

Japanese Repatriation Group,
Greenwood, Be Ce

Dear Sirs,

Your letter of February 20th address-
ed to the Hon. Humphrey Mitchell has been forwarded
to us for attentione.

We wish to advise you that the de-
cision given in our letter of the 18th ulto., remains

unchanged.

Yours truly,

O B PIC%%%SG?LL
Commissionere.

W/MS



360 Homer Street,

VANCOUVER, B.C.
ATRMAIL,

Attention: Mr. Pammett.

A. MNacNamara Esg.,
Deputy Minister,
Department of Labour,
OTTAVA.

5th March 1946

Vie received letter to the Minister from
the Okanagan Buddhist Society, which was forwarded from

Ottawa.

We already have received a similar letter
from this Society, and we are enclosing copy of our reply.

T.B. PICKERSGILL,
Commissioner.



‘ OKANAGAN BUDDHIST 50C Ij:a'l‘_ : |
: Box..178

Kelowns, B. C. ] (
February 12, 1946. ‘

Hon. Humphrey Mitchell,
Minister of Labour 3 " ; . ‘
Ottawa, Canada ‘ ] g , |

Hon. sir, -

Whereas, during the war, we had received periodical vigits and services
of Rev. Rensin Tatibana and although inadequate, we were able to meet our religious
needs. Although we hed deeired %o have a permanent resident priest, we had felt
the undertaking and responsibility too great at that time and so had adhered %o
the above policy. Now; we in Kelowna and nearby centres have agreed upon to meet
all obligationss; financial and otherwise, with regards to having a permanent
resident pricsi. d5e 3 8 Gmemoan S

And whereas, if all the Buddhist priests in British Columbia are returned
to Japan, we feel that it will be a detriment and a loss to the fulfilment of the
Buddhist faith and a ereation of an uneasiness of heart to all Buddhist believers.

» And whereas, in the United States, when Buddhist priests enmter the country,
it is not on a yearly permit but as a permanent resident of the United States.

Also, we have heard and led to bdlieve that missionaries and ministers of the

gospel go to Japan as a permanent resident without the mnecessity of yearly permits.
We sincerely request that all Buddhist priests in Canada should be based upon the
same conditions as pursued in the United States.

And whereasy from the standpoint of freedom of religious belief and
practice, we request that we be permitted to have a resident priest in British
Columbia. S bl T

And whereas, although Rev. Remsin Tatibana had made application to return
to Japan, inasmich as he has requested cancellation, we request that his cancellation
be granted.

Therefore,; we, the undersigned, do hereby petition and request of you,
Sir, for your kind consideratiom to our appeal to have Rev. Rensin Tatibana remain
in Usnada and to reside permanently in Kelowna as our resident Buddhist priest to
look after the welfare and interests of all those of the Buddhist faith both in
our loeality and British Columbia in general.

In the event that permanent residence cannot be grantdd for Rev. Remsin
Tatibana, we request any favorable suggestions whereby he may be permitted to
remain in Canada. ;
Your petitioners
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360 Homer Street,
Vancouver, B. Ce
March 5th 1946

Mr I. Miyazaki,
Repatriation Group,
Lemon Creek, B. Co-

Dear Sir,

Your further letter of February
18th, addressed to the Hon. Humphrey Mitchell
has been forwarded to us for attention.

. May we point out that our le tter
of February 8th in reply to your letter of
January 26th, was written on behalf of the Minister
and this Division.

We wish to advise you that the
policy set out in the General Notice to persons
being repatriated to Japan remains unchanged.

Yours truly,

e Ba PICKELSGILL
Commisdl oner.

7

c.¢ A. MacNamara ESQe.,
CeC Flles b=



360 Homer Street,
Vancouver, B«Ce
March 5th 1946

The Chairman,
Repatriation Group,
Greenwood, B. Cs

Dear Sir,

Your further letter of February 22nd

addressed to the Hon: Humphrey Mitchell has been
forwarded to us for attention.

We wish to point out that our letter of
January 30th was written on behalf of the Minister
and this Division.

The decision given in our letter of the
30th ulto., still remains unchanged.

Yours truly,

%O
T. B. PICKERSGILL
Commissioners

IW/MS



360 Homer Street,
VANCOUVER, B.C.

2nd March 1946

Mr. S. Tomiye,

KELOWNA, B.C.

Dear Sir,

¥e have received a copy of petition'/sub-
mitted on behalf of the Okanagan Buddhist Soeiety requesting
that Reverend Tatibana be permitted to transfer from Tashme to
Kelowna to serve as the Buddhist priest for that community.

As your name appears first on the list of
those signing the petition, thig reply is being sent to you and
you can see that it is circulated to all others who signed the
petition,

Reverend Tatibana is a Japanése national and
requested repatriation by signing volurt arily the official de-
claration form for that purpose. In accordance with present
Government policy, and as provided for by Order-in-Council
P.C. 7355, all Japanese nationals who redquested repatriation by
signing the official form for that purpose may be deported. As

Reverend Tatibana is a Japanese national he therefore is subject

to deportation and for this reason we cannot authorise his
transfer from Tashme to Kelownsa.

Yours truly,

T.B. PICRKERSGILL,
Commissioner.

gi
|
|
|
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Mrs T, B, Pickersgill,
360 nomer otreet,
vancouver, p. C.

Petition,

We, persons of Japanese origin, being repatriated and deported, have
already known through Canadian newspapers that minimum allowances for a
re-settlement in Japan are assured by the Canadian Government. we are most
unexpected and surprised to be gziven such a low rate of allowances in
minimum liquid assets as two hundred dollars ($200,00) for each adult and

fifty dollars ($50.00) for each dependent child, to assist us in a re-settlement
in vapan. TIherefore, we hereby do appeal to you, by the name of Japanese
Central Cormittee of Slocan valley vistriet, to be assured a double amount of

what assured previously by the Canadian wovernment as a rehabilitation fund of
two hundred and sixty dollars ($260,00) for each adult and fifty dollars ($50,00)
for each dependent child, we confirm that our proposing amounts are most
justifiable and reasonable; and we do clarify the facts by declaration of the

following grounds:

1. whereas, a majority of us, driven into an unfavourable situation
and hardship, are now facing a policy of repatriation and deportation
against our will, undoubtedly we had contributed to build up the
basic industries in vanada for many years. opesides we had established
ourselves as decent, loyal Japanese Uanadian citizens and residents.
All such persistent efforts for the past years have been jeopardised
and ruined. WNow some of us have reached old ages or are reaching such
azes as unable to take part in an activity much longer. Consequently,

it is clear that it would teke us considerably longer time and require
more fund to re-establish ourselves in vapan than in vanada.

2. Whereas, by a communication from certain individuals and also through
informations from various sources, we are aware that Japan is facing
such a critical condition as to a shortage of commodities, and a
financial insecurity. 7This has eventually caused a sulden rise in
prices of all commodities. Conseguently such a condition would drive
us into an anxiety and fear to re-establish ourselves in Japan without
an appropriate subsidy allowance.

3. Whereas, a majority of us have dependent children and aged parents, and
yvet have no living quarter of our own in Japan; some of us have neither
a relative nor a friend, In this case we would probably be placed for
a certain period, in such a temporary living quarter established by the
Japanese yoverament. wmventually each of us has to search for own shelter
of some sort, as to rent a suite of room or_a house, But the consequence
of the horrible war, has caused a housing shortage anywhere in Japan.
1This makes us a most uncertainty and hardsﬁip to rehabilitate, ‘herefore,
we need a sufficient expense to resettle by means of securing a shelter.

4, Whereas, most of us have neither family medical supplies now a reserve
fund, in order to be prepared for an illness or an injury and also for
an unexpected disaster. it is common to anyone, particularly children,
being easily exposed to injury of health, by a sudden change of climate.
nence our desire is to take with us even a small amount of a ressrve
fund available,



Page TWO. ' '
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As the reasons clarified in the above articles, we may swmarily point
out that the appropriate amount of such subsidy for the rehabilitation of the
repatriates, in Japan, should at least be twice as much as the amount that is our

proposed amount will be five hundred and twenty dollars ($520.00) for each adult, and

one hundred dollars ($100,00) for each dependent child and which is assured by the

Government for the resettlement within ¢anada., wmoreover, having been faithful

citizens and residents, having endured the most unendurable hardship that we had
faced. we have to unavoidebly.relinquish our Canadian citizenship and residence,
although we, Japanese Nationals, had been legally immigrated in Canada by virtue

of agreements between successive Canadian and Japanese Governments. e, the
repatriates, earnestly appeal to the authorities of Uanada and to the Canadian
publie, to grant us the proposed rehabilitation allowances for our re-establishment

in Japan. we hereby petition you, to give us your kindest, profound consideration
and sincere assistance to this matter for which we are vitally concerned.

We beg to remain,

Your faithful uwepatriates,

Per Japanese Central vommittee of Slocan valley-
vistrict.

nepresentatives: :
.;ﬁfVQf;iémc4L4¢%9 Slocan vity“’;i;;i: —:E;i;;;;zizr
// <;,\wi,f, L Bay Yamm 7{ M “'—— |
Popoff if %/(WM




. SlOCa. Be Ces

pecember 31, 1945.

The Hon. L. S. St. Laurent,
Minister of Justice,

Ottawa, Cgnada,
Petition:

We, persons of Japanese origin, being repatriated and deported, have
already known through Canadian newspapers that minimum allowances for a
re-settlement in Japan are assured by the Canadien Government. We are most
unexpected and surprised to be given such a low rate of allowances in :
minimum liquid assets as two hundred dollars ($200,00) for each adult and
fifty dollars ($50.00) for each dependent child, to assist us in a
re-settlement in Japan. Therefore, we hereby do appeal to your honour, by
the name of Japanese Central Committee of Slocan Valley District, to be
agsured a double amount of what assured previously by the Canadian Government
as a rehabilitation fund of two hundred and sixty dollars ($260.00) for each

adult and fifty dollars ($50.00) for each dependent child. We confirm thet
our proposing amounts are most justifiable and reasonable; and we do clarify
the facts by declaration of the following grounds:

1. Whereas, a majority of us, driven into an unfevourable situation
and hardship, are now facing a policy of repatriation and deportation
against our will, Undoubtedly we had contributed to build up the
basic industries in Canada for many years. Besides we had established
ourselves as decent, loyal Japanese Uanadian citizens and residents.
All such persistent efforts for the st years have been jeopardised
and ruined. Now some of us have reached old ages or are reaching such
ages as unable to take part in an activity much longer. Consequently,
it is clear that it would take us considerably longer time and require
more fund to re-establish ourselves in Javan than in Canada.

2, Whereas, by a communication from certain individuals and also through
informations from various sources, we are aware that Japan is facing
such a eritical condition as to a shortagze of commodities, and a
financial insecurity. This has eventually caused a sudden rise in

prices of all cammodities, Consequently such a condition would drive
us into an anxiety and fear to re-establish ourselves in Japan without

an appropriate subsidy allowance,

3, Whereas, a majority of us have dependent children and aged parents,
and yet have no living quarter of our own in Japan; some of us have
neither a relative nor a friend. In this case we would probably be
placed for a certain period, in such a temporary living quarter
established by the Japanese Government. Eventually each of us has to

gearch for own shelter of some sort, as to rent a suite of room or a
house. But the consequence of the horrible war, has caused a housing

shortage anywhere in Japan., This makes us a most uncertainty and hardship

to rehabilitate., <1herefore, we need a sufficient expense to resettle
by means of securing a shelter.

4, Whereas, most of us have neither family medical supplies nor a reserve

fund, in order to be prepared for an illness or an injury and also for
an unexpected disaster. It 1s common to anyone, particularly children,

being easily exposed to injury of health, by a sudden change of climate.

Hence our desire is to take with us even a small amount of a reserve
fund available,
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- As the reasons celarified in the above articles, we may summarily point
out that the appropriate amount of such subsidy for the rehabilitation of the
repatriates, in Japan, should at least be twice as much as the emount that is

our proposed amount will be five hundred and twenty dollars ($520.00) for

each adult, and one hundred dollars ($100.00) for each dependent child and
which is assured by the Goverment for the resettlement within Vanada. Moreover,
having been faithful citizens and residents, having endured the most unendurable
hardship that we had faced. We have to unavoidably relinquish our ¢enadian
citizenship and residence, although we, Japanese Nationals, had been legally
imnigrated in Vanada by virtue of agreements between successive Canadian and
Japanese Govermments. We, the repetriates, carnestly appeal to the euthorities
of Canada and to the Canadian publie, to grant us the proposed rehabilitation
allowances for our re-establishment in Japan. We hereby petition your honour,
to give us your kindest, profound considerstion and your sincere assistance to
this matter for which we are vitally concerned.

We beg to remain,

lour faithful Repatriates,

Per Japanese Uentral Committee of Slocan Valley
Distriet.

Representatives:

. 5 - (
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(BY NATURALIZED CANA \DTANS)

B Q o T
lon, L, S. St. Laurent,

Minister of Justice,
Ottawas, Canada.
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WE, the undersigned, whose names and Japanese Registra

appear below and who have already written individually asking for

the cancellation of our applications to be sent to Japan-fcllowing

the close of war, do hereby, severally declare and give vou notiwe
that we hereby renounce, abandon and revoke our declaration here-
tofore made by us and in which we requested the government of
Canada to arrange for and effect our repatriation .
IT is in our intention and fimm resolve to retain and adhere to
ur rights and status of Naturalized Canadian British Subject and as a
citizen of Canada as well es to fulfill all the duties and
obligations that are thereby imposed on us
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TASHME, B, C,
December 31, 19456,

RE REVOCATION OF "VOLUNTARY" REPATRIATION TO JAPAN

(BY CANADIAN BORNS)

Hon. L.S. St. Laurent,

"f Minister of Justice,
; Ottawa, Canada.

WE, the undersigned, whose names and Japanese Registration numbers
appear below and who have already written individually asking for

the cancellation of our applications to be sent to Japan following
the close of war, do hereby, severally declere and give you notice
that we hereby renounce, abandon and revoke our declaration here-

tofore made by us and in which we requested the government of

Canada to arrange for and effect our repatriation to Japan.

g IT is in our intention and firm resolve to retain and adhere to our
rights and status of Canadian-Born British Subject amd as a citizen
of Caneda as well as to fulfill all the duties and obligations that

are thereby imposed on us.
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360 Homer Strect,
VANCOUVER, B. C.

15th Degembver 1945

Messrs, Kaizo TSUYUKI, |
Giichi NAKAYAMA,
Sakeru SAICA,
Comnittee for Repatriation,
"’-‘-ASH}&E, B. c.

Dear Sirs,

We have for acknowledememt the copy of the
letter addressed to the Ri, Ion. W, L. MacKenzie King, Prime
Minister of Canada, in which you requested certain facilities
in eomneciion with the repatriation of the Tashue group to
.Tapan.

In reply, we would advise that details in
connection with this movement have not yet been finally decided
upon, When full information regarding the proeedure for
repatristion is svailsble, notifications will be posted in
the Projects well in advance of the movement, You may be
assured that all points will be covered at that time, and
your cuestions will be answered sufficiently in advance of
your departure to allow you to make the necessary preparations,

Yours truly,

CVB/CM ' ¢, V, Booth,
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360 Homer Street,

VANGOUVER. Bqu
15th December 1945.

The Chaiymen,
Repatriation Group,
LEMON CREEX, B. 0.

Dear Sir,

We have for agknowledgnint the copy of the
letter addressed to the Homourable Humphrey Mitehell,
Minister of Lsbour, in which you requasted eertain fagil-
ities in connection with the repatriation of the Lemon Creek
group to Japan.

In reply, we would advise tlet detalls in conn-
eotion with this movement have not yet been finally decided
upons When full information regarding the mrocedwre for
repatriation is available, notifications will be posted in
the Frojects well in advance of the movement, You may be
agsured thot all points will be covered et tha® time, and
your guestions will be angwered sufficiently in advance of
your departure to allow you to make the necessary preparations.

Yours trulyy

CVB/ oM C, V, Bo othe
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AIR MATL, OTTAWA, December 11, 1945,

The Chairman,
Repatriation Group,
Lemon Creek, B,C,

Dear Sirg

The Honourable Mr, Mitchell has asked
me to acknowledge your letter of December §,

seeking informetion with respect to repatriation
procedure,

I am sending forward a copy of your
letter to the Commissioner of Japanese Placement
at Vancouver, who is in charge of administration
of repatriation and who can give you the latest
particulars on procedures

Yours very truly,

Ads MecNamaras

HIP:FD
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Lemon Creek,
Repatriation Group,
December 5, 1945.

Hon., Humphrey Mitchell,
Minister of Labour,
Ottawa, Canada.

Dear Sir:

According to the notice of the Honourable Minister of Labour
issued this 13th day of February, 1945, we have been signed applica-
tion for repatriation.

Our reasons for signing them were first, due to the presumption
of distress in livelihood in Eastern Canada and second, because of
our relatives' houses and properties in Japan.

For these reasons we were persuaded to decide our desire, but at
present time, they will be in a very pitiable plight because of Allies!
Non-distinction bombing which perhaps destroyed most houses and all
kinds of commodity and we have to go aimlessly yet.

Prior to this war, we had been engaging in Canada' industries
contributing greatly for many years. Yet in spite of all we were
evacuated, encountering great losses, especially indispensable articles
which are essential for our life.

We beg your fullest consideration of our present pitiable cir-
cumstances and also of our requests herewith.

l. Those who own movable or immovable properties will be
undoubtedly applied accordingly to the notice of
February 13, but in regards to the people without
property, we request for the rehabilitation fund.
(What amount?)

2. To prevent inconveniences and of being lost, we
desire separate baggage ticket.

3. For Canadian-born Japanese under 16 years who are
involuntarily accompanying their parents, we re-
quest a permission of re-entrance to their former
native country and so we entreat the authority to
deliver suitable certificate that we wish to
possess,

4, Request a previous notice of at least one month
before evacuation date.

5., Both indispensable food and accommodation for
sucklings and infants are requested your fullest
considerations.

6. We desire that our properties now under Custody

be sold to the Government at current price, and
request to obtain the fund before our departure.

Yours truly,
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Teshme, B. C.,
December 8, 1945,

Mr, T. B. Pickersgill, '

Japanese Placement Commissioner,
360 Homer oStreet,
Vancouver, B. C.

We are enclosing a copu of letter addressed
to the Rt, Hon, W. L. MacKenzie King, Prime Minister
of Canada, presented on behalf of those who had signed

for repatristion and whose intentions have remained
unchanged,

We request that you will kindly give the
matters presented your fullest consideration.

Yours very truly,
Kaizozasuyuki

: B m °
Naghyama
Jaiaru Saiga 2

27 o//o o s o o/e
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Tagshme, B. C.,
Decemher 3, 19456,

The Rt. Hon. W, L. MacKenzie King,
Prime Minister of Canada,
Otteawa, Canada.

Hon., 3ir:

According to the newspapers, we understand that the
time of repatriation is drewing near. As it is our desire to
give the fullest co-operation to the Government in carrying out
this vast program, both orderly and speedily, & meeting, of those
who had signed applications for repatriation and whose intentions
remain unchanged, was held, and we, the undersigned, were chosen
a8 their representatives.

The following are those who have definitely stated
their wish to be repatriated from this centre;

Japanese Nationalsg 242 souls
Raturalized 64 souls
Cansdian Born 315 souls

The above figures may be increased later on.

We find ourselves confronted with the following
problems when we consider the circumstances that may arise as
we leave Canada. ’

1. Re: Money.

In regard to this matfer, we quote a portion of the
statement mede by the Minister of Labour, under daste of Feb. 13,
1945, "Net proceeds realized from the dispozition of their property,
real and personal, in Canadas and standing to their credit at the
time of repatriation, will be secured to them and may be trans-
ferred By them to Japan upon repstriation following the close of
the war?!

By this statement, we believe that we are allowed to
carry all our asset with us as we repatriate or we can transfer
money ourgelves to Japan. We are desirous to know the procedure
of tranefering such money or any instructions in this repard.

2. Re: Baggage.

Again we cuote the same statement of the Hinister of
Labour in this matter. "Free psssage will be gusranteed by the
Canasdian Government to all repstriates being sent to Japan and all
their dependents who sccompany them, and including free trans-
portetion of such of their personal property they may take with them?

There i8 no limitation indicated in regard to aquantity
in the above statement. However, while we are not expecting to be
allowed unlimited cusntity of baggage, we conaider the 1imit should
be established, based upon what we have and use while in this centre
gince this is actuslly neceszary af a very minimum for daily living.

We have 2ll lost our chatbtele ags we evacusted; come were
20ld st dumping prices; some were stolen; some were vested with
the Custodian and later gold by the Custodien; thus the bigpest
portion of our necessaries of life was lost.




Through our untiring effort to meet the daily need
during the past three yesrs, we have collected, one by one, the
minimum essentials for life. Yet, there are guibte & number of
us who are still using Government supplied goods.

What we are using et present in this centre is not by
any means a8 luxury. Reportedly, there is hardly any commodity to
buy in Japan. Even if there is, we cannot afford financially to
re-establish our household in Jspan. If our baggage is limited
80 low that we have to leave things here again, after having striven
to re-establish ourselves in this centre, we shall never he able
to re-establish and rehabilitate ourselves in Japan.

OQur children were born and brought up in Canada and
nsturally they will have a deep devotion to the things they were
accustomed to in their daily life. Therefore, we fully anticipate
the authorities to give xind and generous consideration to sllow
us to teske chattels with us.

Sie Re: Financial 3tatus.

You will note that there are certsin people now living
on relief or striving %o make both ends meet with their low wages.
These people will be helpless outside of this centre and they will
have no means for rehabilitation, Will there be any allowance for
travelling or are provisions for rehabilitation being considered
by the Government? \ :

4, Re: Status of Children ( Minors ).

. It was after we had sipned applications for repatriation
that we learned the existence of an Order-in-Counecil P, C. 10773,
dated November 26, 1942, in which it stipulates that any child under
16 years of age who goes to Japan with their parents naturally lose
their Canadisr citizenship.

We are not protesting against this because we had no
knowledge of it but when our children grow up and reach an age
when they can express their wish to return to Canada, will there
be an opportunity given for consideration? It is repeatedly reported
in the United States that the United States authorities are warning
repatriates to take identity of their children ae American born in
case the children wish to restore their American citizenship when
they become of legal age. We, ag parents of Canasdian born children, -
do @2incerely desire and request that the Canadian authorities will 1
~ grant the same privilege as the United States Government. ﬁ

5. Re:; Immediate Repatriation.

Some of us nave our families living in Japan and wish
to be repatriasted at the earliest opportunity. Is there any con-
gideration made for them? If the Government so desires, we are
able to report on the number of such casges,

6o Re: Embarkation Dates snd Travel.

When the practicecsl embarkation dates are set, we wish
the suthorities would notify us well in sdvance g0 as to prepare
- for such departure, thereby avoiding any possible confusion. _ =

Also, a8 some of us would like to vieit our relstives,
parents or friends in other localities prior to embarkation, we
wish to have the present travelling restrictions modified.



7.  Re: Custodian.

: Some of us have unsettled mattefa with the Cdstodian.
Wnat will happen in these cases?

We, all memhers of repatriastes, sincerely truet thab
the Cansdisn Government will treat us with all fairness. We wish
to express snew our appreciation for the long years of Cansdlisn
1ife and of the protection afforded to us by the Canadian Govern-
ment. We not only offer fullest co-operation in the matter of
repatriation but may we be honoured to gay particularly that we
have determined individually to promofe snd schieve enduring good-
will and peace for the future of Cansda snd Jspan.

Yours very faithfully, .

- “Kai Teuyuki Japanese National

ichl NaKaya

Naturalized

; Z Canadian. Born

Sakaru Salga

Copies have been forwarded to:

Hon..aumphrey Mitchell, Hinister of Labour.

Hr. . B..Picxersgill, Japanese Placement Commiseioner.




TLemon Creek,
Repatriation Group,
December 5, 1945,

¥r. T. B. Pickersgill,
360 Homer Street,
Vancouver, B. Ce

According to the notice of the Honourable Minister of Labour issued
this 13th day of February, 1945, we have been signed application for re-
Pa'triationo

Our reasons for signing them were first, due to the presumption of
distress in livelihood in Bastern Canada and second, because of our re-
latives! houses and properties in Japan,

Tor these reasons we were persuaded to decide our desire, but at
present time, they will be in a2 very pitiable plight because of Allies!
Non-distinction bombing which nerhans destroyed most houses and 21l kinds
of commodity and we have to go 2imlessly yet.

Prior to this war, we had been engeginp in Canadals industries con-
tributing greatly for meny years. Yet in spite of all we were evacuated,

enoounterlng great losses, especially 1ndlonensable artlcles which are
ssential for our 1life,

We beg your fullest consideration of our present pitiable circum-
stances and als 0 of our requests herewith.

1. Those who own movable or immovable properties will be un-
doubtedly appiied accordingly to the notice of February
13, but in regards to the people without property, we re-
quest for the rehabilitation fund. (What amount?)

2. To prevent inconveniences and of being lost, we desire
separate baggage ticket.

3, For Canadian-born Japanese under 16 years who are in-
voluntarily accompanying their parent, we requéest a per-
mission of re-entrance to their former native country and
so we entreat the authority to deliver suitable certifi-
cate that we wish to possess,

4. Request a previous notice of at least one month before
evacuation date,

9. Both indispemsable food and accomodation for sucklings
and infants are requested your fullest consideration,

6. We desire that our properties now under Custody be sold
to the Govermment at current price, and request to ob-
tain the fund before our departure.

VIEIERE) asbIRY
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Referred from the Office of the
Prime Minister to the Minister

of Labour, <
244

(R.®, Robertson)
Secretary.,
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Secretary to Minister.

Ottawa, 13th November, 1945,

G. Hb Fletcher’ Esq.'
Secretary-Treasurer,

Students' Executive Council of MeGill University,
¥ontreal, P.Q.

Dear Sir:

On instruction of the Acting Prime Minister,
I wish to acknowledge your letter of November 8th
conveying the text of a resolution adopted by the
Students! Executive Council of MeGill University with

regard to the treatment of persons of Japanese origin
in Canada,

The Minister of Labour is responsible in
general for the administration of poliey with regard
to. persons of Japanese origin in this country, and
I think that his department is in the best position
to give you the information you gre seeking. I am
forwarding your letter to the Minister, and I have

no doubt that you will hear from his department in
the near future.

Yours sincerely,

(R.G,Robertson)
Secretary.

RGR/JHC
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SHERBROOKE STREET WEST TELEPHONE:
MONTREAL, QUE. LANCASTER 2244

STUDENTS’ EXECUTIVE COUNCIL OF McGILL UNIVERSITY

BOOK EXCHANGE McCGILL UNION RED & WHITE REVUE
DEBATING UNION SOCIETY McGILL DAILY SCARLET KEY SOCIETY
MCGILL UNIVERSITY BAND
GLEE cLUB e AN OO STUDENTS' DIRECTORY
MCGILL ANNUAL PLAYERS' CLUB STUDENTS' EMPLOYMENT BUREAU

November 8th,1945.

Hon. Mr. J.L.Illsley,
Acting Prime Minister,
Parliament Buildings,
Ottawa, Canada.

Dear Mr. Illsley,-

At a meeting of the Students' Executive Council
of MeGill University held on November 7th,in the MeGill
Union,the following resolution was passed,-

" Moved that, in view of the opinions expressed
by other Canadian universities, this Council communicate
with the Canadisn Government and write to the leaders
of the Progressive Conservative Party, the C.C.F., the
Labour Progressive, and Social Credit Party, in an
effort to ascertain the true status quo of the
Japanese-Canadians who are about to be deported from
Caneda, and that the student body be informed of the
action teken by this Council through the medium of
The Daily, and that the students be asked to withhold
any further action until such full and detailed inform-
ation is available, because this Council feels that at
the present time it is not qualified to pass any immediate
opinion on the action taken by the Government; furthermore,
that once full information is available,this Council
pledges itself to study the question with the greatest
care, and report to the student body to the best of
its ability."”

Will you please be good enough to forward to us
such material as is available which will give us full inform-
ation regarding this guestion of deportation of Japanese-
Canadians,so that the students of McGill University may be
fully informed of the present situation, thanking you, I am,

Yours very sincerely,

G.H. Fletcher,
/.

.., Becretary-Treasurer.




MEMORANDUM
Office of the Prime ster

Ottawa,... 13th. Novemb.er.,..1945,

Referred from the Office of the
Prime Minister to the Minister of

Labour,
//M;"

(R.G. Robeﬁtson)
Secretary,
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Ottawa, 15th November, 1945,

l' VQ Tesny, Esq’,
Seoretary
rionay-Cumnx Board of Trade,
PQOO BGI 82’
Courtenay, B.C,

Dear Sir:

In the sbsence of the Prime Minister,
I wish to acknowledge your letter of October 20th
under cover of which you forwarded a copy of a
resoluticn adopted by the Courtenay-Comox Board of
Tradﬂ, urging the deportation of persons of
Jepanese origin mow living in Canada.

Coples of your letter and resolution are
being sent to the interested departments of the
Cenadian government,

Yours sineerely,

(R.G.Robertson)
Secretarya.

ROR/JMC



copy
COURTENAY/COMOX BOARD OF TRADE

P.0. Box 82,
Courtenay, B.C.

October 29, 1945,

The Right Honourable W.L.Mackenzie King,
Premier of Canade,

Dear Sir:

I am instructed to forward to you the
enclcsed Resolution which was passed by the
Courtenay-Comox Board of Trade.

Trusting you will give this your favourable
consideration, I remain,

Yours truly,

(Sgd.) N.V.TESKEY
Secretary,
Cour tenay-Comox
Board of Trade.




RESOLUTION

"Whereas persons of Japanese origin by reason of their
moral characteristics, personal code, dual allegiance
and religious beliefs, are incapable of being

assimilated as loyal and useful citizens of the
Dominion of Canada.

And Whereas it is the considered opinion of the
Courtenay-Comox Board of Trade, errived at without
racial or other prejudice, that all persons of
Japanese origin now residing within the Dominion,

should, in the best interests of the Dominion, now be
repatriated.

Be it Resolved: That the Government of the Dominion
of Canada be ur§

ently pressed to repatriate immediately
all persons of Japanese origin now living within the
Dominion."

COURTENAY=-CCMOX BOARD OF TRADE



