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REPORT OF
HIS HONOUR JUDGE J.C.A, CAMERON
’ RE
JAPANESE INQUIRY AT VANCOUVER, B.C.

1942
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By Commission, dated Octobor 24, 194, 1 vas
appointed a Commissioncr -
"to inguire into and report upon the cherges, allegations,
statements and questions contained in articles on page
onc of’ the Vancouver lcws Ilerald, of Vancouvcer, B.C.,
dated the 26th of Scptember, 1942, under the headaings

1~

"Nippon Blaeck Dragon Opcrates within BsC.'; and on pagec

four under the'heading "Black Dragon in B.C.!, and in

the jsaie o A A LIS FEaala i o ot - o~ e
he issuc of the same paper dated 9th October, 1942, on
page one under the headings "Reporters find Japs arec

loath to go to !Morii Camp.!'"
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A copyol a minutec of a mecting of the Committec

o i L B 8 et % o T S ad <) e R - 1.1
of the Privy Council, approved Ry’ Hls EXccllency Ghe

Govcrnor General, datcd October 24th, 1942, is; in pantiNas

follows
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1ts lissuecs of thc 26th Septimber, 1942, =né 9th
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Japancse Fascist-like gang! as being dircctly
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October 50th, 19

19424
PARTIES REPRESENTED

The News Herald was reprosentedly Scnator J.We

’ IioCu, and CeLe I'.?Cl-‘.lpj-NL, I{oC.; the British
Canadian Mounted

" Yy 13
the Royal

Columbia Security Commission and tho
A«Bull, K.Ce appcared on

DJ

Police by CeHs ILocke, Ke.Ce: an

-

giving cvidenceq

2

le he wa

f_l'n

behalf of Etsujil Morii wh
Present at thc hearing throughout, but not

represented by counscl, werc several members of the "Consulta-

tive Council for Co-opcration 'in War Time Problems of

Canadian Citizenship,"
At the opening of tho inquiry, I requested that

all persons having any knowledge of the¢ matteors in question

should come forward and present their evideonce, The

inquiry was public throughout

At the opening of the inquiry Scnetop Fannrigy Ros
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"Definitely there is not charged © inst el
these bodies (the British Colu cocurTity | |
Commission and the Royal Canadian nted Police
neglect of

conscious

any allegation of bad faith, o 1
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reflect on the character or
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intentions, honesty or loyalty of

mh a

only charge that I can

Comnission and the Police,

3 / i IR g : ntained
read or wish to read into the allegations COIU
indivicduals OT

in this paper, so far as
Police,
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collectively members of this

is a critiecism of policy in regard to One MoTAlis e nieslsnia
In fact, I would be glad to say that as far as the
Royal Canadian Mounted Police are concerned and the
members of the Commission, the Chairman and other

members I know personally, I would add my word that
ion of any improper

here could not be the least suggest
conduct on their part other than a criticism of

POliCYeecosessesIn making these comuents I intend no
reflection on the loyalty or good faith of any member

of the Police or the Department of Justice, or the
Commission, It is a criticism of policies and methods,
and is, in my judgment, necessary to be made to exXplain
the difficulties with which we are now confronted
because of that situation.se...e...As far as Morii is
concerned, there is no hesitation to emphasize any
charges that have been made egainst him, vt <
believed that he is a disloyal character, that he is
dishonest, that he is vicious and is a dangerous
character and would take advantage of any position of

trust in which he was AU Ve Ta (A £ SR
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(l.) That tsuji Irii, & J
1sed gangster
Canada 1in 1921, was a gambl , rackeut )
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methods TO enforce his will !
~ arcd by other
protected Japanese illegall C da, 18 T
VRt by rcasonabl
Japanese, a that the facts wcil known, OT, Yy
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investigation, could have becn know oo 8 ¢
: TR e ’ e & ~uld not have been
Mounted Police, and that his services should I
i : ~dian liounted Pollce
used in any capacity by the Royal Canadlan 14Ol
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or the British Columbia Security Com )
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his contacts and influence with se O 12avT10
used to levy tribute on other Jananese,;

(2) That Morii was an officer of Sokokukail,
organization said to be

Dragon Society of Japan, ' that he

should

(18

1~
i {1

directly affiliated wit

was disloyal to Canada and

have been interaned;

) That the Royal Canadian lMounted Police and the

British Columbia Security Commiscion, with knowledge of

his alleged bad reputation, were "complacent®; that by reason

of his previous services to

Police, the said Morii
to such an extent that
implicitly and did nob

his bad character,

dle
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In all forty-

number eighteen were Japanesc brought in

supporting schemes and

A.",I -~
LiiceC

Royal Canadian Mounted
had "sold® himself to that organization
its officials believed in him

thoroughly investig:

WITNESSE
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five witnesses were neard and of this

from thedseiis

camps sct up by the British Columbia
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two reporters of the Ncows lcrlald,
' Jjapancsc members of tho
Consultative Council, and 11 J
1' .

Lialson Committec, as well as oOULNC!

'. #5- NATURE C THE &)V
I at somc of the statoments in

Realizing that at lcast
1 fs of Tl Consultative
J\ i N 1 | I ) | O Lilo i
the Ncws Herald were bascd on the oY
and on rcports

Council and of the Japancsc born 1n (anada,
to admit

114 2 : L b ¢ ygsary to
rathor than dircet evidence, I found it necessSary U
a considcrable amount of hearsay cvidcnce in oraer, 8

i

of those who originally

possible, to asccrtain thc 1lden

made the statements and who could then be called to giVve

direct evidence in proof thcrecofe.
As will be pointed out in later paragraphs of the

report, it was found that many of the charges were based on
rumour and on unsubstantiated statcments.
instances witnesses statcd that they got their information

from Japanese whom they could not ldentify; from others who

-]
Lol
-

haé refused to identify themsclves through an alleged "fear'

or from persons who had becen told by others and who had re-
fuscd to give evidence by affidavit or otherwise when requested
In adaition, many of the reports, when traced to tho source,
were found to be without foundation and falsce

AS an lnstance of the latter type, reference is
made to a letter from Mr. Phillpot, the Editor of the News

Herald to his Counscl, dated November Srd, 1942, intimating

that he had becn told by thrce Japanese of four other
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donicd the statoments attributed to him, toto, 1C. thot
any monoy had boen paid circetly or 1IN ircetly to Morii Ior
protection, defecrmcent or othecrwlscCe
The first of thcesc witncsscs, Malkova, adnlttcead

v 7 is r the Japencsc
peying 31,500400 to a fund being rol 7 the Japencsc to
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vome of tho othcr witncsscs got T informe tion
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through the¢ Reve Mr. Normen, of the C

and hc in turn aémitted that hc sccurcd his in
dircct procof

chicfly from the Nisci group - but

of' any sort except! in regard to two lssucs of the magazine
- "Sokoku' - hercinaftor rcforrcé to in morc dctaille

LA THE SPARLING AND HUME COMMITTELS
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In view of the fact that Merii camc in contact

with the British Columbia Sccurity Commission through Mra
Mead, 1t is nccossary to statc briefly thc lotter!s

cxpericnee with the Japancsc problcecms in British Columbia e

t cocast, and at

Q

2

Hc had at onc time becn stotioncd on the we
that time instigated an cxtcnsive inguiry into thc illcgel
entry of Japancsc into Conada, and thereby acquired a
knowlcdge of the sitvation among the Japancsce After the
outbreek of the var with Germany, ¢ certain agitation
devcolopcd in British Columbia against the Japancse, and Mrg
Mead was instructcd to g0 to British Columbia anc melkc an

investigation of tho problome 4s o rcsult, the Sparling

Committcc was appeinted to investigate and bring in & rcport
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7O BIRST BVACULTIC OF MALE JAPATESE
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Following the declaration of war egeinst Japan,

and on the adviec of the Humc Committcc, it was dekided to

cvacuatc all male Japancsc of military age (betweon 18 and

45) from the protectod arce, onl this was bcing carricd out
— JC'\ . -—— o -

under circction of the Hume Committoc by the Royal Canadian

Mounteé Ponlicc e

&)

crtain troublc ceveleped in placing these
Te mn aialla 2 anthe 7 g

vapanese in other provinces, and Mr, Mcad went to Vancouver
n i In g Aar ¢ +thc s oiniin r

ant lmprosscc on thc lcading Japancsc the nceecssity of

) y » G YL oM Mmis VI7TO P11 3-8
oboying thc oricr. Tac evacuation then continucd, but

shortly thorcafter, on fcbruary 26th, 1942, a general ordor
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20 To carry out this work,
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Commission was sct up on March 4th,
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While the details of th ctivi
1 & i s i a8 H
] X 1 It t( t}],,:J .LLIC.’I‘U-LIJ’ Jc,t’
4 prUVi‘.\uS Cf"m_.r_“‘:lp_tt,_ 08 nt :}— sconm _Lr'l’"lll,\f 1
| ot boecouSe ff the actlivities
: in my mind, thoy ar¢ very important D
| " 2 Y » the ostabllshment
of Mre. Mo2ad In all matters leacling up to thc
sions ané. inasmuch

of the British Columbia Sccurity CormnlSs
as it was through his knowlcigec of thc influence of Moril
among the Japancsc an? his proven willingncss to co=operate
souzht his co=

again

with these committecs, that Mr. Mcal
committcd toc the

operation In thc very important task, nov
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British Columbia Seccurity Commission = that ol reémecving some

24,000 Japanese forthwith from thc coastal arcas and placing
and in other parts

L SN

thecm In the trtecrior of British Columbie

of Canace e
ESTABLISHMENT OF BRITISH COLUMBIA
SECURITY COMMISSION

-

76 o

By P.C. #1665, datecd March 4th, 1942, there was

cstablished the British Columbia Sccurity Commission, By

P.Co 71666 the personnel thercof was appointef, and there

was also set up, by saild P.C. 71666, an Advisory Committec

composed of twenty representative citizens of the Province

of British Columbias

77 PERSONNEL OF THE BRITISH COLUMBIA
SECURITY COMNISSION

A% the outset, it may be pertincnt to ldentifly
the personnel of the British Columbia Security Commission,
which was set up for the purpose of c¢vecuating all .pcrsons

0f Japancse racial origin from the coastal apens of British

Columbia s
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the British Columbis Policc, wit ich
becn connected for sixtecn yearse
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M leri T viend 13 an Assistant Commissioncy
Mre Frederick John Mcac S an AS

: PRPMB S Rovel Canadlian
9 e . - - 4 ~m 15 } L I [1C LL bt
and Director of Criminal Invcstigation 4 %

1 F 3 the Sparling anc Hume
Mounted Pollee, and a former mcmber of tThC Sf £

Committecs dealing with certoin Japancse I oblems o
The personnel of the Commission has rcmealncca the

same throughout,
RART 1T

MM

778 o THE LIAISON COMMITTEE

AS soon as thc British Columbia Sccurity Commission
was appointed, Mrs Mcad rccommended to the Commission that an
effort should be made to sccure thc co-operation of the
Japancse in the evacuation, so that it should run smoothly,
It was desired to treat them humnncly and avoid unnecessary
ardships in carrying out thc Government orders., This

suggestlon was agrecd to and Nre. Mcad colled in Morii and

Nishiguchl, two Japancsc from whom hc had prcviously reccived

& good deal of assistonecc, and after cxplaining the metter to

thom, thcy, upon his rcqucest, agrced to form o represcontative

committoc of Japancsc to co-operate in the cvacuatlion schcme

of the British Columbia Sccurity Commissiones They wore

asked to rcturn in forty-bight hours and submit the ncmes of

the proposcd Japanesc Conmittoco to the British Columbie

Sceurity Commissiona.
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told that the Covernment orders must bc carricd out;
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that the ILiaison Committcc

and appcar beforc the Commission with onc
there would bc no argument or wastc of time.
statecd that he doubtcd thet he could

the group of Nisci and did not commit hims
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member of this Committcc, -

points
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not, to go back to thcir pcople, form o
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these men to sccurc

they were
Moril and
Commission, but Dr. Ishawa

attend.
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the

should
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They wore told that if thcir group wes

would

own

o

thrash out 1ts problcns

opinion so that

sctvisfactorily rcpresent
clf as' %0 belnEEs

reised certain controversial

be satisfactory, BREEIER

rcprescntative commit=

and return on March 9th. Further efforts were mode by
widcr membership for the committece bub
unsuccessful, and on March 9th Nishiguchl, Etsuji

Nichio returncd to the British Columbisn Sceurlty

2, 0lthough notificd, did not

lettcr, marked as Exhibit 21, which is

The Chairman of the Commission then gave torerchins

as follows:
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"The B.Ce Security Commission
iscussing problcms
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01 ¢ COlealnts in conncction with the cvacuatclon of

nese population from the restrictcd areas

Tthe Jap
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"of British Columbia.

(Sgd) AUSTIN C. TAYLOI

-

CIATIRMAN

URLTE SION."

Be Ce SECURITY COM:

H
w

It 18 "to be noted particularly that these three

to as the Liaison Committeec) were

men (hereinafter reforred
appointed at any time to any position under the British
Columbia Security Cormission or the Royal Canadian Mcunted
Pollce, but, as the above letter states, werce merely
rccognized by the Commission for the purposc of discussing

h the cvacuatione

2 4

problems or complaints in conncction wil

Other than as mentioncd in the lctter, they had no status

of any sort and rcccived no recruncracions All three men

nov.

served voluntarily, and at considcrable finonecial loss, cach

paying his own cxpenses in conncetion with the mattor.
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order dircected their rernovel 1__,_“._-__4__3_ lany rob.
affceting individuel J¢ pancsc worc D und to arisc anc C 18
obvious that without thc¢ co-opcrcotion of influcnticl Japancscy
such a task could not have been carricd out fficiontly

Mol x, T+ was natural that such
and cxpcdltiously as was thc casce 1T was natura.
Fal
g5 i % e Tanolise nd. composcd of
a Cormittce, Specaking the Japancsc languag conmp
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men of influenee in the J-poncse community, who had manjg
contacts with Japancsc throughout the Provincc, and two of
whom had previously co-opcrated with the Royal Canadian
Mounted Policc, should bc acccpied to poss on informo tion

from the British Columbia Sceurity Cormission to the Japancse,

WJ
and in turn convey to thc Cormission any sSpecial lnalvicussl

problems arising among tho Japancse due to thce cvacuations

This Liais'on Cormmittcc functioncd from the
building formerly occupice by thc Nippon Club, whlch, asta
club, had becen closcd on Dceccmber 7the It mey be pointcd
out here that the Nippon Club was 2 Social Club which hed bcen
establishecd some seven years prcecviously, the mecmbers of which

were promincnt and well-~to=do Japancs¢, including the

Japanesc Consular authoriticse Thorc is no c¢vidcnec whatever

that 1t was othor than a soclal club or that anv of

actlvities werc in any way subvcersives From the time of its

organization, thc¢ mcmbers had clcctegd ten C.1re chinor s ot

B

o y T 13 Toris aa 4} 19 0 o \
in turn chosc Etsuji Moril as thc manager in cach year,

#9» PERSONNEL OF THE LIAISON COM ITTHE

(1) Etsugdiiierl e T

his men was born in Japan 54 ycars
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(2) Arthur Nishicuchi. ey vh R B s f o ) ’
to

oy < e St e He ©!f
this mon was a merchant in Now Westminstcre

; ] carricd on pusinoss
Canada whcn twelve years of age end carricd or S

-

with his father anc tvo brothers, a2ll of whom are in Canadas
56 was naturalized in 1918 and scrved in thc Canaclen
in the last war, but not overscas. A4t the request of tho
Royal Canadlan Mounted Policec he appcarcd becforc the Sparling
Cormittoc and his advicc was askcd in conncction with the
voluntary registration which followcd. Subsequently he was
choscn by the Japancsc as a member of the sub-comnittec which

worked in co-operation with thc Humc Committec cnd

()]

in its activities and assistecd this Conmittec in cnnncption
with the evacuation of Japancsc malcs, of militery age, as

well as the registration of Japonesce He also assisted in
the Victory Loan drives among the Japancsc, and personally

bought $9,000400 worth of bonds e

1

(3) Ippe Nichios This men was born in Japane He
came to Canada twenty scven vears 2go and is not naturalizod.

Z1s business was that of importor orf 51lk, called the

Domestic Silk Company Limited. Hc is morried end has

four sons, and at tho timc of the evacuation, two of his
children werc attcnding the University of British Colunbisa
and two were in High School. His father and mother are

dead. Hc has two brothers in Japans Since coming to
o |
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one hundred to onc hundrcd nné Fifty J neSa g
~ Ah als e T e ¢ 5 C 3. e = l L - v . v 1.1
by the Canadian Japancsc Assoclatlion, < rcntly foix ne
n with thc British

purposc of considering co-overcti
L -~ Q 3 A S S5 e T ¥ R
Columbia Sceurity Commissicne This

in c¢Xxilstcnee for nony year

apancsc association in Cancdae Morii was prcscnty but

was not the Chalrmane This mccting appointed e nominating

committce of seven, which in turn nominatcd a committee of

twenty-five Japancsc (which incluced thc threc membors
of the Liaison Committoc)s Tcn Nisci werc includcé in

this Cormittee of Twenty-five, thc nthers being Japenesce

Nationals or thosc who hacd becen naturalized in Cenados

Bl = = ~ 1Y T - 5] ~-hhn 4 2 g r - 2
It may bc pointed ocut herc that, according to thc evidence

£ A 2 ~ K » S e e = <
or Lssistant Commissioncr licad, Japancsc in

[1isc) born

(&)

divided into &hrec groups, as follows: RO

in Canada of Japancsc parcnts; 27% naturclizcd in Canada s

and 48% Japancsc Nationels,

Moril wes askel ©to bc Chairman of this Cormittcce

P S

of Micnty~five. Therc is soné uncertainty cs to what

-

n X nt + Moo 5 1y - o
agtually occurrecd at the niccting., Ir. Nishiguchi says
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In any event, :
were named to act with them, J danaALL
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vy the Ca
no question that the mecting was called bl W
&
oc members of the Llalso
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Japanesc Associacion, that the th
that Committec

: gition of
Committee were included in the composit
Chairman

M A ..‘d to J L
; » & d that Morll was aske t

of that Committee, This :
although

the matter,

in Morii, and in his ability to handl
an becaust

X : halrm
one witness suggested hc wns chosen as C

ot because
of hls previous experience with the Police and n

he was trusted,
The witness Yasuura, called by Mr, Farrils,

o :d Morii
stated that at this meeting those present appointed )
Nishiguchi and Nichio as a Liaison Committee, with power

to appoint sub-committces to carry out the work,

Morii stated at that mecting that he felt the

work was too big and asked timc to consider, Later in

the week a committec met him and sald they had been unable
to get together and presented him with a plece of blank
"Will you take full responsibility
and he

white paper and stated:

and act according to what you deem nccessary"
interpreted thelr statement and the plece of paper as

indicating that he was to have 'earte blanche! to form his

own committee,
#11, FORMATION OF WAR TIME SECURITY COMMISSION

llorii was of the opinion that because of the

magnitude of the task and the fact that the Japanese were
spread throughout manv codmunities in the coastal area,
that a larger committee should be appointed to asslst the

Lialson Committee, and that he should not be limited to
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committee, seélecting thec names

r 1ts8 selectlion oOn
throughout British Columbia, and basing 1%
z of those
a list of names supplied by Mr, Kunio Shimizu,

e o of Japanecse
Japanese who had assisted the sub-committee

] vy reglstra-
(headed by Morii) which had worked on the voluntary g
> Thic roup
tion of Japanese under the Hume Committee, This g

was called The Wartime Security Commission,
Exhibit 22 is a 1list of the places from which

, mber
members of this working committee were chosen and the nu

of representatives from each locallity,

CHARGES IN CONNECTION WITH WARTIME SECURITY
COMMISSION

#12,

Amongz the charges in connection with this group

(called the Vartime Security Commission) which never met,

but was used as an aid to the Liaison Committee, were:
(1) That nearl& half of those chosen werec Japanecse

This 1s denied by Morii, and there is no

Nationals,

contrary evidence, In any event, had such been the case,

1t would not appear to have bcen a sérious matter, inasmuch

as 48% of the Japanese in Canada are Nationals;

(2) That Morii appointed his subordinatcs ang

favourites, among them Jiu-Jitsulsts, to the Committee,

but Morii's evidence, and that of Nishiguchi, show that such

Was not the case, and there is no evidence whatever to the

contrary:
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the Committec

(3) That some poersons appointod 1O
by making contributions to a fund crented DY Morii, a
portion of which onlv was usecd to ngsist 1in TA evacuation
of needy families, No evidencec was offered to support
this COntCntlon; Morii dcnies 1it, and the fact that Tne
choice was made from a 1ist supplied by Shimlizu would
indicate that this charge wns also unfounded;

(4) That the members of the Committee WEre assured

. 1 G € C
they would be the last Japanese to leave the protected

- Ui .
area, The only cvidence on this point is that of Morii

himself, who stateqd that 1t was untrue, and "what we sald

Was that the members of the Wartime Security Commission
have responsibility to move out to the last man people
Irom the protected areas," There was some uncertainty
as to the interpretation of this statement from Japanese
into English, and two other interpreters agreed that he
sald: "It was their responsibility to remain until the
lagt people had been moved out," On the question being
again put to Morii, he said that what he had stated wasi
"That the members of the Wartime Security Commission had

& responsibility to see to it that every Japanese from

the protected area has to be moved out, right to the last
they have that respansibility." In this connection, it

1s significant to observe that while the evacuation was

not completed until November, 1942, all three members of

the Liaison Committee werc themselves evacuated to a self-
supporting scheme on May 2&th, 1942, Morii deniled that
he had anything whatever to do With deferment of evacuation,

and 1t 1s clear from the evlidence of the 0fficials of the

British Columbia Securlity Commission that neither the

Liaison Committee nor any of 1ts members hag anything to

do with the detalls of the €vacuatlon, and that these
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WARTIME. PROBLEMS OF CANADIAN CIT
(THE CONSULTATIVE COUNGIL).

#13,

Here I micht mention the activities of a group

P Wl
called "The Consultative Council for Co-operation in VWa:

time Problems of Canadian Citizenship", hereinafter referred

to as "the Consultative Council," It was composed of

& group of white people in Vancouver interested in Japanese
problems — Ministers and returned missionaries from Japan.
a8 school teacher, a member of the Legislative Assembly

for British Columbia, business men, and others who thought

they could be of assistance in the evacuation if they formed

themselves into a group and "stood by." Rev, Mr, Norman

pointed out the objects of this Committee as follows$
"It was primarily a group of Occidentals who had

friends in the Japanese community, and we felt that the

treatment of the Japanese, and all members of the Japanese
race, exhibited a certain amount of race pre judice, We

felt the Germans - members Of the community of German

extraction and Italian extraction — wepe not being treated

as harshly, and we recognized the inevitability of the

evacuation, and we felt i1t was rerfectly necessary, but we
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Two members nf the Consultative Council appe

v k| q
A - N
before me at the inquiry and gave evidence -~ Rev, r,

Norman, a returned Missionary, now resident in Vancouver,
and Dr, Black, a retired school principal, It seems clear

that most of their contacts were with the Nisel, but at

times also with the Naturalized Canadian Japanese aAssoclation,
Apparently the Consultative Council was formed

at the end of March, their first work having been performed

on the night of March 27th, when Norman and Black went to

the bullding of the Continental Dally News, where eighty-

seven Nisel had gathered in protest after refusing to

report for transfer to Schreiber, Ontario, These gentlemen

quite properly urged compliance with the Government order

and received a promise that such orders would be carricd

out, but later these Nisel declined to carry out the order,
It may be observed here that according to Mr, Norman, the
only complaint of these mecn was that while they were willing
to co-operate with the Government, they wished to protest

in order to keep the families together and would strike,

Mr, Norman said that was their chief grievance, and no

mention was made of any complaints then as tn Morii, These
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of opposition to cvacuation nnd to thc broaking

familics,

It 1s clear that the Consultative Council,
o the

while actuated, so far as the evidence discloses, by
best of motives, accomplished practically nothing in the

way of alding the cvacuation, This was admitted by Mr,

Norman, At the same time, I am convinced that the
members of this Council wore of the opinion that the
Government was wrong in treating Canadian-born Japanese
in a way different to that accorded to Canadian-born
children of German and Italian parents, and that thelr
belief in the honesty and the loyalty of the Nisel led

them to accept reports of the Nisei as'to the influence of
Morii with the British Columbia Sccurity Commission and

the Royal Canadian Mounted Police, and as to Morii's bag
character without testing their accuracy, Mr, Norman
stated that in his contact wlth the naturalizegd Japancse
and the Japanese Canadian Citizens! League, he saw no

first hand evidence of a fear that Moriil was said to have
inspired; that, in fact, these organlzations were flghting

Moril, which would sccm to indicate that they were not

afraid of him, Mp, Norman, however, believeq that this
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a ’ PRERINER een presented
Japanese brier (Exhibit 17) which had nevel been I
+1 £ ey , Marman believed that
to the uuthoritles, although lMr., Norman belleve
g such had been the case,
: . ~1aints about Morii
rds Mr, Norman first heard complaints ab

from Iwasaki (the former editor of the Japanese Daily

-~

News, which ceaseqd publication on Deccmber 7th, 1941)

about the end of March,

In his evidence, Mr, Norman said that he knew

of four Japanese groups: the Morii group, Naturalized

Japanese Committee, the Japanese Canadian Citizens' League,

and the Nisei Mass Evacuation Group, and stated that all

except the Nisei Mass FEv

=

acuation group were working for the
evacuvation,

Until the end of lMarch, 1942, Mr., Norman had

never heard of Morii in any wvay. The complaints he heard

in April and May were against the Liaison Committee (not

Morii alone), but there were specific complaints about %

he

character of Morii, It 1s significant that the conplaints

Were against the whole Committee, and it must have been

because of their work With the British Columbia Security

Commission.,
Throughout the whole 1ngeiry no onc attempted to

attack the charactcr of Nishiguchi, or Nichio, both of
Whom had been highly regardecd in the Japanese community

g ’
but there is evidence also that all three members of the

Liaison Committee, as a result of their work with the British
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WELC MerolyNen fiicidont in thc iffoir, and m '
i ot nd his association
becausc of his conviotion of manslaughter, and 1
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with 2 gambling elub, which had bccn matT

knowledge for ycars,
Mr. Norman dem- nded proof of thc stal
madc to him as to Moriits bad cheracter, bub in EVEIyHCEEE
Was told that the persons alludcd to v ould zive no cvidence.

This should havc PU% him on his guzrd an
the desirability or ¢stablishing thc statcments
rather than Tumors, before ceting on thcem, It '1ls clear

also that Mr., Normon's intercst in the
1 hecard regardinz Moriig

-~
==

entirely confincd to rumors he hod

He wos told th-t Tive ycars bcfore Morii had opnoscd a
Committce going to Ottoia to rcquest the vote Tor the
Japancsc, Mr. Norman szid hc would have approved of the
Assuncd

vote for the Japanesc had he been hcre, He also

that Morii was responsible for the carly cvacuation of

Rev, Mr, Shimizu, a Japancsc Christian Ministcr, TG 1

elcar from the cvidence of Serzeant Berncs, of the Royal

Canadian Mountcd Policc, that Morii hagd nothing

1%, that Sergecant Barncs had ordcrecd it for what he thought

To do vith

Was good causc in order to facilitatec the general

evacuation,
Certain definitc cvidenee as to Morii's activity

did come to light as a result of Mr, Norm-n's denond for
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Ihe articles in the News Ecrald rcfer to

the Japanesc brict (Exhibit 17) as having been sup)

to thc authoritics, and mony of the statcments in thc

» = . - i AL 4 8 2 Fal
icwSpaper artieles arc bascd on this Japancse brief,

This brief, SO=called, which is undatcd and apparcatly

Wwn 2% the inquiry
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Was never signed by anyone, wvas sh

never to have been Sent to cither thce British Columbia

sSeeurity Commission or thc Royal Canadian Mounted

Police, and neithecr organizetion had any knowuledgc

of its cxistence until » COopy wWas produced at the

‘\r-g'J"

inquiry, Mr, Norman frankly admittcd that he
Was wrong in his belicf that such a documcnt had
bcen submittcd to the authoritics,: It is el ean;
thercfore, that the Royal Conadian Mounted Police and

the British Columbia Security Commission cannot be
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from other Sources, It 18 cleal ‘ UARY L
ran yse, a8
been Signed by responsible Canadian=born Jates ’ n
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- immediately
the duty of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police to imm
by contacting the

charges,

and thOrou-‘-‘lhly investigate the c¢
the truth or

Japanese who Signed it and ascertainin
o such onportunity was
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falsehood Oof the Statements,

affordeq them,

#15. COMPLAINTS OF THE NISEIL

3 § 3 o of the
It was about the time of the setting=-up
| i | AT ] - er
Wartime Securlty Commission, or shortly thereafter,

i ' hem~
that friction began to develop among the Japanese t

selves, The Nisei, all canadian-born Japanese, took

a somewhat natura] objection to being classed with the

Japanese born in Japan), and to being ordered

Issei (
They felt, as Canadians,

to evacuate the coasgstal area,

they had the game right as other Canadian citizens

that their loyalty to Canada should be assumed and that

they should not be evacuated, Another objection was

that if they had to be evacuated, it should be in family

groups and not ag individuals, The policy of the

Commission ag r'eégards the latter objection, has subsequently
L

changed, and where possible the Japanese were moved in

Theise first complaint -~ that of entire

= reached the point

family groups,
Opposition to the evacuation of Nisej

where'masses of them refused to obey the order of the

British Columbia Security Commission, and ag a result

Seéveral hundreds were detained by the Commission ang later

interned by the Minister of Justice,
It is significant also that op March 25th, 1942,
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This notice ig Exhibit 23,
(o QanlirTi mmission
the evacuation by the British Columbia Security Co ’

and clearly indicateg that, under the then existing
L a cege fam: 1E€Se
policy, there would be a break-up of Japanese famille

Strenuous OPPOsition to the plan on the part of the Nisei

developed, and rumours began to spread as to the character

of Morii and hisg unsuitability to head the Lialson

Committee, It became immediately apparent that it suited

the ourpose of the Nisei (in order to assist their campaign

Of opposition to the evacuation) to place the blame on

the Liaison Committee, and particularly on Morii, for

failure to secure exemption for them from the evacuation
order, and for failure to secure evacuation in family

ZIroups, Statements were made that he had been charged

operated a gambling house,

with murder, was a gambler,
¢ad of the Sokokukai,

was a strong Japanese Nationalist, h
and had a great influence with the British Columbia Security

Commission, and that the Japanese were afraid of him,

Sergeant Barnes, of the Royal Canadian Mounted

whose names were attached, These rumors also stated that

Morii levied tribute on the Japanese, stating that he could

Secure deferment of evacuation for those who contributed,
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charge is quite unfounded. All

who were interrogated on blils point denied the ex

of the Black Dragon Society in British Columbia or in

that 1t eXis

Canada, and said that they had never heard tha

here until they saw the News Herald of September 26th,

staten

The reporter Warg stated that his
activities of the Black Dragon were mplicibRigin Gtho

translations of the Sokoku magazines (Exhibits 6 and

9) which he received from Mr. Norman .

given copies of Exhibits 10 and 17 (the briefs of the
Consultative Council and the
and from these, and an article he read

to the connection between the Sokoku
Dragon, he felt the headlines wer

on the members of the Cons
that as they had prepared a brief, Exhibit 10,

that they also had given information wihiich resulted

the preparation of Exhibit 17 - the Javanese brief)

.

the statements in the brief Must be true; and that prior

kai and the Black

ultative Council, and belie

ted

Ward also was

Japanese brief) by Mr. Norman,

in a newspaper as
clied

€ warranted, He re

(he says

in

that

on September 26th, he

ved




discussed it With Mrs « Jami on, sLeAey @

Consultativ, Council, who to e infor ~
yub:tuutjully corrcet, [t 4: 1 ] f N L

- 1

confidence in the Consultative Council LU Sho ves
that their inform tion was entirely rsay (exc A
regard to the two muga71“LS, Exhibits 6 9), 1d that
Ward was so imprcusud IS saliber of rs of
Consultative Counciy that he accented as facts what 2I'e,
in reality, lerely rumors, fs mto t] article
/es. published: fngn the faith and confidence we had in the

type of men T'eépresentegd in

The
26th (Exhibit
The news iten,

Supervision by

his knowledge ang apbpproval,
the city of Vancouver,
October 6th (Exhibit 3)

same reporters,

i

Mr. Philpott was made Editor

and previously

Changed,

7)

Royal Canadian lMounted Police

€vacuation being carried out at

Committee.

The Editor st

investigation for a period of some

y
b

September 26th,

e from:

In an editorial of Janu

» the publiec are urged to

oh Consultative Council,"

5o . T 3 Bl oY L,';"AIOL:I‘
€dlitorigl of the News Herald of Sept

R e Wi ™h 3 t °
&) was prepared by the Editor, Mr, Philpott
his

Exhibit 1, was prepared under

his reporters Warg and Thornton, and with

While he was absent from
when the news item appcared on

he said it was prepared by the

and assumes full responsibility for

on May lst, 1942,
was a columnist, fact is mentioned
T0 have been

ary 1l2th, 1942
sSupport the work of
in connection with the

°» under the Hume

ated that he continued the
UWO months pPrior to

1942, and that he hag S€cured his evidenge
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. a dolin; WOl
Secret service agent, who wa!
ol
™ . p . A ' . o 't [ L] 1' ’
for a shortg time in Vancouver, el .
- d: e
the R - : . : at Vancouvelr, gav
1€ Royal bdrujdjw1n Mounted Police =
i a 3]
{ to11v inexperienced
evidence that he Knew this man, a totally inexp
: oy 1 = ."‘l‘f;(_,‘-l'.l_r__)r
inVeStlgator. as hagd been pointed out by hls S8SuU]j
2 ! his work.
V‘Jhen “.0 aSkE:‘d bCI‘-",’U:‘.‘iIIt 1'5'5.11‘1’]&;{3 to ass ist hlim L1
S o wayia e Le NEA S "—_;'{lt‘l_l"-ly
vergeant Barnes Stated that this man's work was

: - y extent
unsatleuctory, and that he so reported. The exte

(o el i B FY inuxperience
be

§ i B - N .3 WOI‘k Ifl{‘ly
and unsuitability for hi

@ P v e T, SE il g 'e
gathered frony the fact that while a secret servic

: : ; a ] L
agent in the €nploy of a certain governmental authoritly

2 - 8 1 2 -~ [ = S :"‘ f
(not Canadian) pe discussed these confidential matters o

public Security with newspaper reporters;

(2)  From Rev, ip. Norman, and the Consultative

Council;

(3)

From his rfeporters, Ward and Thornton, in

whom he hag complete confidence, as shown by his statement:

"if our reporter Says 1t, that is true,"

Mre. Philpott admitted that he had no personal
knowledge of the allegations
and &, {

contained in Exhibits Yigiidd
the News Heralg articles) and it is quite clear

from the evidence of Ward and Thornton that their information

was hearsay, Ward is mainly res

ponsible for Exhibits
1l and 3, = Thornton "merely looking over Vard's shoulder,”
Ward secured his information from lr, Norman, and the GConsulta-

tive Council brief (Exhibit 10)

and the Japanege brief(Exhibit
7).

Certain Japanese also Spoke to him, but he remembers

N0 names, and their information wag entirely hearsay,

He

also had interviews with one Dinsmore, who gave evidence

at the inquiry, Dinsmore's statements Were also basged




— “!"J —
entirely ‘tem he said
on h(j‘LiI‘S:‘]y’ and ‘;.” o ard to on Ltem .
he warneq 1

warq that it was a
could not I‘cmembtj'r the nam:

to ti

: NinsmoIrc
umor onlye. ode
- voorard
Anta I'e|
)8 of his informants 1in

! D7
rocturn had becn skacd Y.

»
I

SN

&
@

e
%4?_-

1 Ward
. He. denies having told War
that loriji haq braggog .

Yard that Six me

or that he told

mbers of the Sokokukai werc to be
returned to Jap

an, although Ward says Dinsmore gave

It is to be noted that Dinsmore had becn in
touch with Mr, Norm

an before contacting Ward, and that
he did not go o tpe

Royal Canadian lounted Police
with hisg information as

to lMorii's Fifth Column activities,
as Norman tolgq him tha

t 1t had already been taken up

with the police, without results,

This Witness, Dinsmore, made a very unfavourable
impression at the inquiry. His wife is an Eurasian,
her father being a Jépancse, and Dinsmore, desiring
to secure a Permit for her to rem

ain in the district,
had approached a member

of the British Columbia
Legislature, in regard to securing a permit, He stated
that he had no particular reason for going to the "News
Herald" with thig infornation, but later on exXamination

by Counsel, admitteq that he hag previously given the

"Vancouver oun , '
would have nothing to do with 10,

same information to the which paper

It is obvious that
he had some personal interest in the matter,

a8 otherwise
he should have taken whatever infomm

ation he had to the
authorities, particularly in regard to what he thought
might be a Fifth Column activity,

#17, NATURALIZED CANADIAN JAPANESE
ASSOCTATION i

This orgeanization was formeq sonetime aftep
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i3 ' TC L S1 5 l()/la:’ and came into exl: Lerncit t
i p R o | e Py - 4 ' P 1] ; ',.'.,’
-o} [W\_"1C]] 11 Ol l)J 1,1'](;- Jip']:l(‘:‘-‘\. | © LIl I A
F 20
3 . 1ra
& was composed of Japanese who had be navl
Canada.
8 2 B LA :’S')C'ﬁ;“? on
b l[iOST of the evidence regarding ThHlo A=
: «+tablishes
8 was given by S, Yasuura., His evidence establli
i that he first heard complaints about 1 orii I /
e

» adi . - O @ 'll'r_--_;
Liaison Committee at the time thc male Jpanese

: a8 -he evacuatione.
being separated from their families during the eva

AS a result of the activities of this Associatlon,

a meeting was called in the offices of Mr. D. Lurphy,
Barrister, of Vancouver, consisting of representatives

of thirty nine Japanese associations in British Columbia.
Exhibit 12 is a copy of a letter sent by liessrs. Murphy
and Murphy to the Minister of Justice and the

Columbia Security Commission, dated March 30th, v
indicated the expressed desire of this meeting
operate in the evacuation, and which contained suggestions

as to the manner in which it should be carried outbt.

Attached thereto are the minutes of the meeting of March

29th, Paragraph 2 is a resolution that the meeting:

"declares that the present head of the Jananese
Liaison Committee, Etsuji Morii, does not
represent the Japanese community of British

.:' ] Columbiay aatitae i

ffhis is the only reference to Morii in either lLir.

m

Murphy?!
getter or the minutes of the meeting, In addition,

Bhere is attached thereto a suggested plan of evacuation,
It is quite clear from the cvidence of Mr,

8tin Taylor, Chairman of the British Columbia cecurity

Wission, that this plan was rejected as being totally




impractical, ] 3
el r 1T LI
} |

It 18 to be noted al

' | L] I ‘J‘
f Mareh 29th was said to be represent '
nine Japanese A.;soci_‘lf;i‘_m:t, ind the repr«
golu=-
1 i _ : " -hat the TEeS
were (jff]ClalS (:)I. bh{_-|_lu OYreFanlza L | ".’Hl-', 17
so far as

gubmitted,

tions themselves had never been
fOT ;';_):,;,('f)v'il ]

is known, to the various or ranizations
: . . : wenresentatlves
nor 1S there any evidence that these repres:

RPN Y fe) el
had power on behalf of their respective assSOC:

% oan be con51durud

to pasSs any such resolutions.,
: se present
therefore only as the expressed desire of those p

as individuals,

. . - M) [ r L= l .tu‘f'lv;o
It is to be noted also that, in paragrapl
- . is made &as
of the resolutions, no complaint whatever 1s made

to the character of Morii,.

After the plan was rejected by the British
Columbia Security Commission, Mr. Yasuura again appeared
before the Chairman of the British Columbia Security
Commission, and after advising Mr., Taylor that the
Naturalized Canadian Japanese Association did not want
Mr. Morii as the controlling power of the evacuation
still toibe carried out, Mr, Taylor gave him a letter,

which 1s attached to Exhibit 13, and dated April 6th,

1942, as follows:

"TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:
This is to advise that the management of

interior towns, where this Commission intends
to evacuate children and womén ang aged dependents
to, will be under the supervision of a competent

representative of this Commission, who will work




fid

with a small committee of the local
and a amall committe. vf* Japant
the I'espective towns,"
T T T by this
LxXhibit 13 is a later submission bY

a complaint

.

ysoclation with a new plan, and contain:

)

and princ] plESe

arding Morii's charactor, bad rccord

’
g as to
1 o s o= 1 - ™ - 11 C he | A W2
This witness, Yasuura, heard rumol

Moril's acceptance of money, and upon ondcavouring tO
get the evidence failed to do so, and, as he says:?
"I could not get to first base. Pcople came
around with all sort of tales, but thoy could not
produce the evidence,"
When asked as to the complaints abou?v male
Japanese being separated from their families, he was
questioned:
Question = "Was that the principal cause of the dis-

turbance or objcetion?"

answer = "Well, T kind of think so personally."
There was also a meeting of this association

on April 7th, when about five to six hundred persons

were present, and to which meeting was reported the plans

of the British Columbia vecurity Commission, as ascertained

by the Committee on April 6th from the Chairman,

#18,  THE CANADIAN JAPANESE ASSOCIATION

This is probably the oldest Japanese Association

in British Columbia, and is also the largest, having at
times a membership in exeess of four thousand,

Conflicting §tatements were given by various
Witnesses as to the activities of this Association in

vonnection with the evacuation, after the British




bla Security Commiscio: AS 8 .
vV e
Mr. Kinoshita tod tl o) C .
| Oon l.‘ \l . . p—— ™ 4 P e er ! ! ! tig (;]
1 J A . J]l]&llly "*J"'ti‘l ( 1 1 l“ 1
: 5 - e r;'!I
b \ 'y 26th was 1_,";""‘[;(1) and it was decl { O
4 . ; N \ 1 1 1
: etil o all Japanese gro \ps to appoint a €O
] Gl : ¢ : L - 4 N
3 -]n'_ LIIG OVF}.C”:JTJ]E:I_'J’ 111 (] thi a3 r‘/‘(:_‘;‘-. LV 1]
oy t . : 3 c vy
dlscuss the matter with Morii. ome  Od

to
't the Nippon Club,

executive waited on lMr. liorii

on February 28th, and the latter agreed that sucil d

plan was necessary, Kinoshita says that a

representative group of about eighty met on March 1lst,
who in

appointed a nominating committece of seven,

to nOIninatL a lc’lrgej‘ COI']IIittGE‘ Of t‘.rzjl_.; Huxr.-
the date of

! -

There 1s some uncertainty as to

TR
LT was

is second meeting, Kinoshita stating that i

h 8th, On the other hand, Nishiguchi, Morii

0 a1'Cl oL
and Yasuura are of the opinion it was held on Sunday,

2t the Nippon Club. Therc is no evidence

to indicate that anyone at tliis neeting took objection

the selection of lorii as Chairman, The oroccedings

at the meeting have already been rcferrcd to under the

heading "The Formation of the Committce of Twenty-Five."

There is some cvidence that lMorii declined to

the Committeec of Twenty~five, and a

he would not attend their meetings, But

lear also that he never consented to act as Chairman

I_)
cr
IJ.
0]
Q

of this Committee limited to twenty-five, but asked time for
Consideration; and decided, after receiving the "white sheet"
to form g larger and .iore representative Committee,

lMorii was a member of several of the Committees of

}‘;' A "] . .
the Canadian Japanese Association - the Condition of the

imes Comms - : ]
qu,UOAmlttee, and the Committee having charge of the

D - <
~CNevolent Fund,




PART III
ﬂg, COP:IPLA]‘_;}_'PS‘ AGAINST M IO0RIX .
M&ny Oof the rumors circulating about Morii

Japanese were in

hm because of hig alleged terroristic methods, and
'hiB Oonnection with the Jiu-Titsu Club in Vanc ouver,

also because of g certain charge of murder. In 1921

‘he was charged with murder and aCQUitted’ but found

guilty of manslaughter, and as apparently the Trial

udge felt that he hagqg been acting in self-defence,
me was allowed to g0 on suspended gsentence, This

"aOt Was Known %o the police, and doubtless to the entire

i'l
o

Japanese community,

i

Some years ago another murder
jies eommitted in Vancouver; Morii was detained for a
ﬁw days by the police, and following an investigation
.ft7was found that he had nothing to do with the murder,
fﬂ'was released, and the man who had informed on him
S deported,

S0 far as is known, he was never charged

h any criminal offence, except that of murder in

;ed a prominent part. No evidence was introduced
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Club, ana '
’ thought 80 highly of the training given,

its re :
orulve wWere sent to that school for a course 1I
Jiu=Jits z :

U, on instructions of the Commissioner, General

McBrien -

. There is no evidence whatever thab that

Olub had SEEess time been used for terroristic purposes:
In 1940, one Shogi (a Japanese who had served
in. BRs Canadian army in the last war) was assaulted at
the Nippon Club by Morii, His evidence was that the
assault was not Provoked by him in any way and that he
KNeW of no reason for the assault, but it is important
to note that Shogi laid no charges. He gave as his
reason that he was afraid of the Morii gang, and there-
fore let the matter drop. Morii's explanation is that
Shogi had divulged certain confidential information given
before the Sparling Commission (in the activity of which
Morii had co-operated) and that when Shogi refused to
discontinue doing so, he, Morii, lost his temper and
struck him, Some weeks later when lMorii and a friend
were in a restaurant in Vancouver, Shogi was also present,

and shortly after Shogi left he was atﬁacked by Morii's

companion. Morii said he had nothing to do with the

attack and he knew nothing of it until it was over, and

there is no evidence to the contrary. Months later,

Shogi, in spite of these two matters just mentioned, shook
hands with Morii and agreed to forget what had previously
happened. |

These are the only instances of alleged
terrorism on_ﬁhg part of Morii which were presented at

the enquiry, and I reached the conclusion that while Morii

was wrong in attacking Shogl under the circumstances,
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it does .
MO AN my view indicate that Moril

"
terroristign in his methods,
})1'f;11\1()l:f1 to

fi}ii."--"'l tion =

Considerable evidence was also

1nd108te Morii's COTIDOCtiO;! '.-'i-i:]‘ a Aml li:l (o}

e Showe Club, in Vancouver, It was established that

this was a _ ‘.
] club where, A tion to billiards an
viere carried

i ool, a

QSRS & TOeStaurant and shoe shine business
on, and card games Wwere played by Japanesecs Those
participating in the game naid a certain charge according

O the time taken, Morii had a controlling interes?t
in the eStablishment, but operated it throucsh & manacer,
and received approximately 200,00 per month, the proceeds
of the operations of the whole club.

Sufficient evidence was not produced to establish
the fact that it was a gambling organization, but in any

Fvent it wastelear that a larce part of Moriits income

came from the operation of thesc card games.

The Royal Canadian Mounted Police had knovn

for many years that Morii had the rcputation of operating

a gambling house, but so far as is known, the police of

the city of Vancouver, who would have charge of such

Vg

ff matters, had laid no information.

ife0s  ALLEGATIONS AS TO THE OPERATION
OF RACKETS BY MCRIT

- W —— A e e -

R SRR thies i ssue of the News Herald

f;of September 26th, therc appear the following charges:
.é "Ugder the guise of raisiné pelief funds, the gang
(the Japanése¢ Fascist-like gang) has cxtorted
substantial sums of moncy from Japanese victims
born in British Columbia.....Morii was established

as contact in the British Columbia Sccurity Commission,
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10,
Thoy furthor claim th.t Morii mad , rackct Of vl 11-
ERE S RRRRRRRRTRGY say he and his cang uscd HO
BOR Y N SRP donoe under the Commission to leVy 12
tribute on a1l Japanesc who for onc son oY 2nOTNOR 13
wished to he Svacuated later thon othcTSe Priece i
ror this VERLCd, they say, but wer 1uays vhot % g B 11t
:
ﬁ 15,

MOELLNCONSIACTEd The traffic would DCaTsese s SOM

e

Of thcse persons have gaincd thcir ppointmenvs,

(1.0. to thc -:f(‘_rtirﬂb Sbourity Oomflisﬁi’fin) '[‘:j ok Lig

4
substantial contributions to fund crcatcd by Morii,

in the

4

& portion of Which hc¢ statcd wos to nssist
~ ~ 14 3 At +his
Cvacuation exXpenscs of nccdy fomilicseeeseto AoTC BALS

relict has Mot been given out in ony cxtent 10 Justily

this appeals....sIn ordcr to raisc this fund hc haes
appealcd to and cocrccd the comporatively prosSperous

persons for finaneinl contributions.™

ToNSNabundantly clcar thot in latc March, or

in April, 1942, therc were rumors ond rcports that Moril

— ——n

liee opcratinssaracket in conncetion with a rclicft fund

for thc Japanese cevacuees, and in conncction with obtaining

. deferment of evacuation, It 1s significant to dbscrve

S that these rumors also werc spread At the tlac when therc

fiwas g dissensilion amons thc Jopancsc groups os to vho
}Eshould pepresent them bcfore the Britvish Columbia Sceurity
é@@mmission, Shahicn therciias violcnt opposition to

'igb evacuation of the Canidian Jopancsce

~

Immedistely after December 7th, 1941 aakll

% seized by the authoritics, and as a rcsult the

Tmers and mcn employed wcre deprived of the means of



""" carning their living, Tt g apparcnt to 1 Jo.p .
1 EIRSREVAROOUVEr Aistrict that somcthing would BT
% to be donc to Avold distrcss among Ul 4 thols
familicss.  Contributions to - fund JoT t pull
Werc MRG0 Mre Nakamyma, Trcnsurcr of bl 1ppor
e Club (of which Club, Morii ~.ns I ) by Japoncs
18

orgﬁ‘nizations ".nd b tll—bo—od( J" DONCS W
EXhIbIt I8N AN Statonent of Reccipts and Disbursclit
prcporcd by the Treosurcr, It shovs

“AO0S ¢ s
of ”4“°O‘Qos:hnd Disburscmcnts of

-

by Morile. b

the deficicncy of 35559,42 s modc ul

substantial ParE of the cxpcnscs in Duccnber, 1941,

Berc apparentigeor the bencfit of the MWippon Club

RpreTor thembenefit of Jopancsc in distrcss duec 1o

sing through

2

the cvacuation, maintcnencc for thiosc Dpa
bcing scnt

2
O

ancouver, comforts and clothing JTor %ho

o outside plages, food supplics and donatlons, to thc

poor, and transportation for fishcrmen rcturaning o their
fiomes after their boats wcrc surrcadcrcd.
Two Japancse who contributcd To this relick

R
r
~ 1 TM -~

.

i;fund Wwere ealled = Hoshino, o Druggist, and Malkava,
};QErchant. The former cortributed $300,00, and thd
If latt0r $1500,00, and apparcntly boih contributions
iimeached-Nakamyma, thc Trcisurcr; Both s~id thc contri-
?ﬁutions EORCTOr the Japancsc rclief, ucrc voluatory, and

- : .
wterc not for thc purposc of sccuring dcfcrmcnt OF

efercncc in any waye
I have hed considerable difficulty in arriving

2 definite eonclusion as to somc 2speets of this

; JThgﬁé are sceveral matters which give risc to

by )
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suspl
Plclon, Hoenino d1d want deferment of eva
uge Of l'llﬂ

cuation,

and 4
4e To hig wife's condition, and beca

business, He

hé was not evacuated until October 13th.

made his payment of $300,00 in cash.

Kinoshitas Manager of the Japanese Department

BEE 10081 banik, eaid that Hoshino told him he Wentes

gRe money for the purpose of securling de ferment of

; evacuation, Hoshino denicd the latter gtatement, and

says he got his postponements in the ordinary way tnhrough

| the Royal Canadian Mounted Police (which 1s confirmed

i by the official Commission file), and genator Farris,

. for the News Herald, stated, in this case: inor is there

. any suggestlion of the authorities being 1nfluenced by

ﬁﬂorti il
g 3 Meikawa contributed $1500.00,

0
-1

};SaYB that because of the rumors circulating at the time
he general

and Nakamyma

about the Nippon Club, he did not put 1t 1in t

T
i1

- This amount was paild in cash also, to Kogetsu and not

fﬁ@.Morii. Some time later Mailkawa had & conversation

th Morii as to getting permission for hls brother-in—
W to return from the Camp to Vancouver, as the latter's
e was expecting a baby, and Morii promised to try and
18t him, Morii was at that time Chalrman of the

lson Gammittee, and Maikawa a member of the Wartime

_31ty Gﬁﬁi&sslon —~ the working committec, He

-ng gecheme in the latc summer, He did not

‘und but kept it himsclf, and still has 1t in his possesslon.
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wny nnd
! whllo thorao wag somo suggostion

of his ¢
®vidence that he got the deforments
e N -
g Vippon BIUBL 4t became clonr lator that h cured
hem P Ra
v through the Lialgson Committoc, which LG A8

TNl

hoadquarterg gt the builldine formerly occupicd by
Nippon Club. This Witness Maikaws was hesitating and

uncertain in nhig Anewers, and, at timos, confuscd,

)
There 15 a1g0 some susplcion in connectlon

with the payment of tne deficiency of £5559.00 1n
thls fund, Nakamyma says that as Trocasurcr he borrowed
$3000,00 from Mrs, Morii in Docomber, 1941, and $2250,00
trom Morii in January, 1942, Thesec amounts were pald
in C&Sh, and no receipts or notes given, Morll says
At they Were e f6s o ald the relief fund, nnd that he
never cxpected, and has not received, repayment; that he
dld not know of his wife's contribution until long after
1t was made, or how she sccurcd the monoy.

While some of these matters give risc to
conjecture and suspicion, yet I must be guided by the
evidence Atself, Nakamyma says positively that Moriil

~ had nothing to do with its collection, and there 1s no

direct evidence to the contrary, Rather than making

money out of this fund, Morii and his wifec contrilbuted

over $5,000,00, In addition, Morii says he made a

good many small donations to individuals from time to

/

time for relief purposes.
Onthe evidence, therefore, I must find that

I lloril did not use any of the monies administered by

;ﬁNakamyma‘for hls own purposes, and that these monics
f}were not paid‘bx'the subscribers ‘to secure deferment,
%ﬁor undgr_anytpregaurg; It 1s to be noted that several

iy
eriptions came from Japanese Associations,

7 :
‘Herring Exporters, and a Fishermen's

-
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Aasooiation,

Anoth‘:r collc(\tjnn wne ].1'4. g Te K "’ Lne
Nartime Sooursty Commission, Hxhibit 11 is a translf

tion of ¢ ¥ i .
a lettep dnted March 12, 1942, ontitloeds

“WARTIME SECURITY COMMISSION'

* and the name Of Etsuji Morii appearcd immcdintely below,

It 1s an a&bpeal for funde to assist the destltule and

needv Japanege, Morij's evidence is all that 1s

avallable in this connection, It shows that the

5V Tralse more funds for relief purposcs, as the work

fad greatly eXpanded due to the goneral order for
evacuation of all the Japanese, On the seccond day

after it went out he stopped further collections beécause
he had heard of another scheme among thc Japanese To
gollect $60,000 for relier purposes, which he belleved

b0 De too large for their then needs; and as he hecard
tryine

udld' Yy

that rumors were being sproad that the Committee was

to make money out of the fund, About %4,100,00 was recelved

from six or seven Japanese before this collection was

stopped, the money going to Lgushi, the Treasurer. Some

of the money was still unexpended when lMorii was evacuated,

There 1s no evidence that any of the moncy came

into Morii's possession, or that any of it was pald for

? other than charitable purposes, The appeal by the

[

'}circular letter would seem to indicate clearly that the
collection was nothing more than would appear from the

i@etter 1tself — a request to the better class Japanecse

f?@ ald the IéSS'fortunate.
'?' My cﬁhclusions, therefore, on this aspect of
ye case are thd% Morii d16 not operate a racket in

.Lnnection with ﬁhp appointing or securlng men for the
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S .
nourity Commiaalon, or for dAoformoent, or in

k 0 — ni
conneotion wity Bhe roliof funds, BSorgeant Barncs f b
elieo _Sig
relief collection BHoNe the Japanoso was at the suggestion
of the Hume °°mm1ttee
#21, OJAPANESE FASCIST-LIKE GANG
‘ > : "Dl‘d,o A

ISR

The above 18 the opening sentence 1n Exhibit 1.

Later there 15 4 roforence to a roport that Morii and

hls gang used the POsition of confidencc under the

British Columbia

Security Commission to levy tributc,

and st1ll later: "Ip twenty odd years of terrorization

of the Japanese eommunity in the Province, Moril hns

|

s
.!,J

4

-‘:\ 2]

i,

gathered plenty of information valuable to the cnemy.”

in the first place, it may be notcd that the

allegations are that the "intimidation" was ngrinst
the Nisel, It was from this group that most of the
?-OPP°51t1°n 60 lorii developed, No evidence whatever was
fﬁproduced t0 establish this part of the report. The only
j;évidence a8 to intimidation or terrorization was regarding

E:the attack on Shogl, who was born in Japan, That matter

'Q@aa been dealt with elsewherec.

Various witnesses said there were reports of

Tfear" of beii; that he had the Jiu-Jitsuists at hils

His connection with that Club has been referred to

wiously. There 1s no evidence that he used 1t for the
pose of terrifyine anyone, nor is there any proof
f’@brii had for twenty years torrorized the Japanese

;$@@gh1¢y,'nggthatrhe had collected any information valuable

e

‘ﬁng,anam””; 'ngﬁanvfction of manslaughter was over

J;; and was well-known, The only other

5ﬁgﬁerred to in the cvidence was the assault
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S
on Shogl An 1940, Shogi laid

ar{ e in connection with which
4 no chargesg,

Thege latter statements in the News Herald

are ent
irely Unwarranted, and on the evidence, untruc.
They are
¥ not saig to have been reports from the Japanese€

€
brief, anqd they are B s e therein. The reference

in that brief 1g a4 follows:
nH
€ himselrf has committed one murder, and e
been accuseq of another,"

Both statements are false

4 Then, at the end of this brief, under the
- ]
4 heading SUSPICION", appears this statement:

1y
e believe that we have rcasonable grounds to

look with suspicion on the activity of Morii and
certain members of the Wartime Security Commlssion
as a serious menace to the safety of the State.'

4 The News Herald was scarcely warranted 1n

?haking the unqualified statement as to the gathering

'of information useful to the enemy, even if 1t was
o

;ﬁgsed (and 1t 1s not so alleged) on the article 1n the

+

Japanese brief,

N

»  #22, CHARGES RE T, ILYANA

In Exhibit 1 a charge is made that Ilyana
Morii's private secretary, and that he returncd
| ganfjﬁéﬁﬁﬁ@ro?e'necember 7th, 1941; that he was

4dence of Morii and of the Black Dragon, and -

(]

Q

s Q
;%%
B

gftﬂ'fﬁﬂ back to Japan with him is only

s Morii talks.'
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cxcept b
y Morii. Vho s-~1qa that Ilyan s not his

sceretary, but that n
that hc hn

MPote somc lcttcers for hinm,

d Teturncq to Jo.pn)

"took Nothing Vith hip. »
ol

to do with
his I‘C'turn to an. He wrs v v_'_plr_.bf\,\.

of thec British Columbin

dapancsc Club,~- thc She

Club.

The : ie¥:
e 0noc bororc mc to suppoTt

thesc chargces Ay 3 S AreN 4
& nd innucndos regnrding Ily~na and Moril.

=

W

Ward zot his informntion Lrom Dinsmorc, and it |

cntircly hcﬁrsny.

#8851 CHARGT RE JORLI BELNG I
VANCOUVER Ol SEPTENEE.

BER
ey DD L LD,

In Exhibit 1 it,is Btated as a fact A
"Lost week he was walking the strects of Vancouver -
he may be here stiil,n»

. This statement is quitc untruc., A1l the cvidence

gadlcated SERSEENEEINIISTT Vancouver on Moy 28th, 1942,

O g0 to a self=supporting schemec at Minto, B.C., and

P did not retura $o0 Vaneouver until thc opening of the

h inquiry.

ATEheshearing Colinsel for the News Herald

i : !

i;admitted that this statement was an crror,

 jf24,  CHARGES RE MINTO CAMP

8 thie following:
became too fiercc in Vancouver, he

ﬂs}?ﬂ

iends werc scnt to Minto, in the
W

3 others vent to Christian




Loeke and Hope, which, until

short tind 0, ey

L1

praoctienlly onc hundred por coent Morii scttlomentao,

This is n statcricnt by the pipcr, ~nd on

whiich cnsts a scrious rcflcetion on the operaticns of

the British Columbin Sceurity Commissio , Which nlon

was charged with the cvicuntion of Japancsce after Mirch
4th, 1942, The rcasonable infercnces from the stnte-
menes Arce that the British Colunmbin Sceurity Commission
scnt Morii and his fricnds to scttlements ns8 ~ result

of the opposition tc Morii's activitics which dcvcloped
emong the Japanesc; thrt the British Columbin sceurity
gonmission “ias influcnecd by such opposition; and algo
Enat "Morii Camps" wcrc sct up, or approved of, by the
EBritish Columbi~ Sccurity Commission.
No cffort was made to substantinte these
| statcnents in any way, and on thc¢ cvidenee of the
Qefficinls of the British Columbia Sceurity Cormission
fthat Morili nevcr cxerted ony influcncc vhntever in
E‘egard to the cvacuation, that thceir own offiecinls nlonc

QeCidcd as to what Japancsc would bec moved, and the

B

jRtc and place of removal, I must find the stotements

Botclly unvarranted and untrue.
| Mimtos end several other plac@s, wWerc
gtablishcd by thc Comnission as sclf-supporting schoncs,

gre Japancsce possessed of sufficient asscts to supnort

25, CHARGES THAT MORII WAS TC BE

BETURIED TO JAPAW.

_1i’ sqy“thoﬁiaPQRCSb,_docs not intcend to stay in
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R HC; and six othors 1] R

"‘-rc P | 5 J 1 18] .)
Teportcd to NAYC beun dernimndcd by tac 4

Govcrnmcnt in the

Het oxolinnge ol Ll
T.h.is 1:1] spitc of the LAY rii : notur~llzcd

twcntynone years ngo,

. h ; | |
This rCport lies not been substoantictced, OU ¥
JADBNCSE 010dn that Morii bLr g8 to then thnt 10

4 IS e cvon be in o position T

Balk about repatriation to JOPOINesss oo

:vgrdﬂ [ ESBRRES RS ays he ot this informntion O
B S ERAREReR Shoyana, the Rditor of the I'c

andian (QlthOUQh SHOYame by lctter, dcnics this ).

T At )

- b

B EREREeldN A rd there s o runor that tho
B ERRENENad asked for thc roiurn of liorii
BRSO Een S but v.racd hin it vas o TWNOT

4 DINSHOBENEOUld ot aive thc nencs of any of uis

BN denec, T an satisficd thnt therc

Bl hda‘bqen BEBEIVEdY and lorii dcnies any knouiledgc

[IEENESd e ossip only, and hen

i RS EELHENG s mercly runor, it should

U aS AN Nisubstoantiatcd rcport,.
TASHIE CAIP

NI DIt 5 - the Neus Hcrald

h;é gEasaaInly with Tashnc Canp,

ﬁ&ncc piENdapancse to o to that

¥6rii Genp. " It is suggestcd

B RcROr the Conpe, This is




fgntruo, &nd I find on

\ the evidence of Mr. pEal,
45

i oL himaelf, that the latter had nothin Lo

W th the choige of mame,

Cs,

: -[14 waes 1'1-’1‘1( ll}' “:Jr ‘j()lrli e
f{;ﬁ Lirst two letters or the
Commissioners of 4y

namnes of tne three
2 d- 5 "l .'.l-: (111
British Columbia GSecurilvy Commission.

#HePe Lollowed other statements, such &s:

"The Nippon Clubp 1s enthusiastic about the
bPredominance of Pashme in the 1list (i.e. of Camps) » » »
that the Nisei mass evacuation zroup and the Japanese
Canadian Citigens? League have almost all applied
ROTNOCHeRNCaNDS. .. ... that Tashme is controlled by
ERESNOTIINganaL. . .. . ilhatever the truth or otherwise
X ;;l °f this charge " the Japanese undoubtedly do Nov
k. r'fwant 080 T0 Tashme, and their bias ageinst the
eamp is undoubtedly based on their fear of lloril.

- Morii, they Say, has power to lay information

nd Thornton with several female Nisei, at the
the Nisei Mass Evacuation Croup, betueen
 '2$§ﬁ;and October 9th, at which These women

it the opposition to Tashme was based on lorii's




B .

f“

.(
1"l
P

o do wit
4 4 the @stablishment or operation ol Tashme

t.ne

2 t
d ;.”a iiad time. and there i
fﬁhkr&rv.

8 no evidence tO

¢ The Camp is entirely under the control of

ore i
officials of the British Columbia Security Commission.

1t his ir @
5; e influence With the Royal Canadian Mounted

e

Morii at no time had power to have objectors
d, as suggested.

These statements as to Morii's influence
@EE‘Gamﬁ@are entirely unfounded and false.

' é?g-very definite attack on the officials

‘Columbia Security Commission by suggesting

L

influenced by Morii in this matter; and
1 Canadian Mounted Police by the inference
have objectors interned.

;s in the case could have been

d and Thornton did not take this simple

1 rather on statements of members
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#27. JAPANESE FISHERVGN'S FUND

While not directly pertinent to the inquiry
in that no reference is made to it in Exhibits 1, 2
BEY 5, 1 feel that I should mention certain evidence
R WEBRBESUBRE out at the hearing with regard to
monies paid to Morii by certain fishermen and Fishermen's

. Associations ip 1941

4 A difficulty arose with regard to fishing
f'lioenses for about five hundred Japanese, who had been
{Lporn in Japan of Japanese naturalized in Canada, IV
.iwas decided in October, 1941, to apply to Ottawa for
5%naturalization papers for these people, so that their
Tiﬁt&tus would be clarified, and then secure licenses.
%ﬁt was also decided to ask Morii's assistance, as 1t

KL

;f?s felt he could help them by his co-operation, and
rough the Royal Canadian lMounted Police. It is

ear that Morii was not at the meeting, and at no

me requested any compensation, but the gathering of
shermen decided to ask each applicant to contribute

ty dollars "for the expense of covering all things,

ch he had héndled for ﬁhé fishermen," Most of the
H'  was eéilected by the Secretary of the Fishermen's
_iatioﬁ;*Who turned it over to liorii (about $4,000,00
ﬁiﬁﬁﬁﬂi commenced making representations to

L

 ﬂtﬂ secure the necessary naturalization




over to Moriie Three

return of i SONtributed applied to Morii for 4
oL U
SiZmoney after pecember 7th, 1941, and he
returned it voluntari] y
.

A ?his information was apparently not in the
.PossessTon of the News Herald at the time it published
| the articles of September 26th and October 9th, and
ji U TOTENCREEEMAYS to it therein,

E gh :
728 OHARGE THAT MORII SHIELDED ILLEGAL
v ENTRANTS INTO CANADA.

& In the brief of the Consultative Council
;IExhibit 10) there is this statement:
iﬂ. "We know of one Japanese who has admittéd that
he entered.Canada illegally and has been shielded
by Mr, Morii. The same source from which this
in?ormat;gn comes indicates that there are several
_seorggﬁgiuillegally entered Japanese in Rainbow
Camp, Lucerne and Thunder River, who have been
d by lir, Morii."
' is no statement or comment in the
g t,hlscharge; and while it was not

kifﬁas directed to investigate, I
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" in 1926, { or
N At the time or the voluntary registratiol
i £ the Ja
3 g Panese in 1941 (conducteq by the Hume Commitul e)
he appeare
pp d before sergeant Barnes ’ of the R(')yfil

canadian Mounteq folice, and stated that he had entered
Canada with hig pParents in 1910, when he was four years
Bold. This wag WAtrue, and apparently he told Barnes

 also that his Tather wag dead, His father had come UO

' Canada in 1906, but is now in Japan.

' Higo Says that prior to appearing before
Sergeant Barnes he gaw Morii (who was then Chairman

of the Sub-committee assisting the Hume Committee), and
T;Old him of his Position as follows:

"Since I have not got a passport, would you not
do something so I can get a registration card -
my father and my brother are in this country,
having entered legally. My father is a fisher-
man here, and since I thought he had citizenship
papers, therefore T want to see if I could not

. somehow or other receive a card."

_'stated that Morii in reply said:

"You had better Say you came in with your father
% about 1909 er d0x!

*ﬁ;r seeing M@mﬁi ‘he says he reported to Sergeant
>s, and tem him he had arrived in 1910, e

Lear frem.ﬁbrgeant Barnes' records, taken at the




Morji
1 states tpay he saw Higo about April,

1941, and was tolg that e came to Canada at three years

j 2ccaniiey had no PEDPErs; that he advised him to g0

< 7 to register, o tell the facts, and that the authorities
1 01 ¢ ookinpiens SS60rds,  He denies telling him to

give any false‘information

2 RERD o Higo's own statement as to what

4 he %old Morii, there Would seem nothing seriously wrong
E i Voridis advice, as stated by Higo himself, 21

¥ the father had citiZehShip papers in Canada when his
SO WasS a minomP khe tetter might have been naturalized
F well - through his father, As proof of the good
ﬁ'faith of Moriijithe evidence of Constable Davidson

- of the Royal C8nadian Mounted Police shows that later

| when Higo's case was being investigated, Morii told him

_%where Higo was located, and that when the latter came

- to Vancouver he, Morii, would advise the police.

1 Higgﬁgtstatement was under investigation
é@y the Royal Qﬁﬁadian Mounted Police after his

L9413 This registration was, of

g%@gistrationf

course, stopp

‘December 7th,
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#29 SRITISH COLUMBIA SECURITY

gﬁMMISSIOH STANMP .,

In
the News Herald of october 9th there
is this statement:

"The N
ippon Club, €ontrolled by Morii, and at

present ]
Oberated fop him by two lieutenants, is

one of
the depots Where Japanese apply for work

ord :
er's of the BPitish Columbig Security Commission

relimi
D llmlnary to evacuation, and is the only one of

several such depots permitted to use the Seal

with the MBLAREHR, ¢ Security Commission' across

the face of it, Other Japanese bodies simply

use their organizational seal,"™
On the same page is g pPhotograph of part of a postcard,
in Japanese, with the impression of a rubber stamp,
- which has, in the centre "B,C., SECURITY COMMISSION®,
- Tollowed by 1ts address, and in the outer ring -
- "TAPANESE (an undecipherable word) COMITTEE, VANCOUVER,
_iB.C." Uhderkﬁhe photograph appear the following
lwords: ; '
: "T'e mag need a reading glass to decipher it, but

note the "B.C, SECURITY COMMISSION" across the

stamp, The two

as been a chief agent of the Black

British Columbia,™
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t
O the fant that the photograph was
of part of the i

-~ - .
ascery

aln the
i Meaning or 4, card itself. The only
parts L

1"nm
4

118 offs g
©tllce wil) be closed down the 25th so
“Verybody shoulqg be notified."

In Engliaichs
Ga sh, at the BOD, are words that appear to be

"September Tath 11943 v

The reporter Thornton, in the course of
his investigation, heard that the Nippon Club used

the B, C. Seeurity Commission seal, He was so informed

py Ward, who in turn was tolg by Mr. D. Murphy,

Barrister., « Ward had also told Thornton that if a

work sheet of a Japanese bore this special seal the
holder would get preference in evacuation.
Ward therefore proceeded to the office of

the Niseil Mass'E?&éuation Group to ascertain what type

of seal theyfﬁSQdi"J'There he was informed that they

Lizad a postcér&ﬁﬁiﬁh?the impression of the Nippon Club

seal., He 'ﬁ“-i-dﬂi%yana made the photograph above

j,ﬁﬁently,,the above statement and

E-"-':'t'l',b'._e News Herald.




evaocuation,

The Nisej Mass Evacuation Group, the

Japanese citiZin

§ Councy) And the Liaison Committee,

Se There is no evidence

$ HOr to support the idle rumor

& Japanese who had work

Bvacuatlono The Stvamp he saw was on a pOStCBI‘d and

ROt on R of the postegrd is
unknown, ang #0016 gave evidence as to how or when

the stamp wag arffixed to the postcard, or how or when

the date wag marked on the carq,

Morii Said he hag never known of the

existence of this Stamp; Major Taylor and Mr. Mead

state it was never authorizeq by the B.,C. Security

Commission, and that when they heard of a stamp bearing

the words "B,(. SECURITY COMMISSION" being used by
the Liaison Committee early in the evacuation, they
ordered that its use be stopped at once, and believed
that this'hadibeen-done.

Here, again, is an instance where a serious
but totally uﬁ?@ﬂﬁﬁ@ﬁ#ieflection is cast on the

British Coluﬁ..ﬁfSéﬁﬁiity Commission by the suggestion
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was bcing done
1€ 1in qp ST and improper monncr, and

d and Suspicion among the

On the
utterly unrounded’

Qvid&nce, Eefind that this charge is

a0d quite untruc,

#30 A -l-]?..}_];:" ;3_0;:_ 0-1' CJ '_O.C_O.L..til_.‘(_)_-
This ig REREREE matter which was not

-

referred SR the Articles in the News Herald, but

was brought oyt in the BVldenice, and to which I shall
refer briefly.

EXhibit 15 is o dettcr from G. /. McPherson,
Custodicn of Eneny Broperty in pritisn Columbia, to
me, dated NowemBer2ng 1945 Attached thercto is
a letter B ono Hill, 0-C "A Division,
Royal Canadian Mbpnted Police, Vancouver, datcd May
2nd, 1942, outlining the Story of "The Box of
Chocolates,

Thornton (the recporter of the Ifcws Herald,
and who had atﬁéne;timb been in the cmploy of the

Japancsc Consul's officc at Vancouver) told McPherson
St o

about this ma%ﬁ@?fﬁh@ﬁﬁb'first instancc,

 whose n-me

would assis




sould not State the

fmount) and th
i -L)‘-: ) .u'i tl.l § i

U 8he took Tl
the monoy,

to MOI‘ii'(;
(1( ],iVL.‘I'k_.d 11;

llom(;, ncrc she

BERNEO Some othor mnh -
nd subse

and \:ng releascd,
InVC St e
ib“uion by Merh

; ‘ Crson showved that t)hic
[nmlsration Authorities hn

4 pickcd up Hosaki, as he

bCliUVGd he was an Llitcgal
cntrants; but 0o 5

ch fin&inﬂ BhC prpers hog been burncd in
firc, holgs $o
S required to pay o bill
anee in detention, It was
S 8Satisfaction that Morii hnd
“hotever o do With the mo

procecdings in the Tmni gra

nothing :
7 Bistrelensc, the

tion ofricc heving occurrcd

vithout fany interference by Morii in any way.
Mr., and Mrs, losaki werc not brought beforc

me, GG OnlY.CVidencc‘in the matter was obtoincd

from My, MCPhersan!_from Thornton and lorii. I havce

no rcason to doubt lir, MBPhCTson's report in his letter

5 00 Tha kN e Hosoki: but on tho
‘ﬂffﬁﬂuﬁ:

othcr hand FHERSEEBNOT00E hofore ne that shis

A

tronsaction CVeENE

CVer recelvEau
chocolates or
2

hce contributed

éﬁp T % funds himsclf to pay roscki's
‘i.u Wl b : i

board bISiIEE.
;;suspicious circunstanccs

conzceted witHIMESSRHOSAICIYS story that I have cvery

hates, and also gave her




fntion to the Roy~l Comr dinn

tiSll (‘Ol‘u'nbi. [ i 4 9
alalil ) 'r'-s o - | I_J"c\:JlU";r
Commi S S CE Alter g)

C

".\- lld 'l ™ 1 « |
cvacuatoas her husb-nd

O IO

g = "'-'(-I‘u trUu - 1 .
volid reasen forp Finerce v no

Lithholdinb £l

ien hop Story Gould h-y
op stztcmunt,

1CSC details ~t tiic

U :_il.k:,
C been investi oted,
or Coursg,
On the

Mot
Y ia)

8 Nnot undcr path,

Qv - ] . Fal
1dcncc, thcruxorc, I must find

that this stop .
¥ has ne foundntion in foet, I should
poillt out

als
O that on RERCIDE Of the lotter

f from
LcPhcrson, Coloncy Fdid.)

Mre.
and Mr. Mcad hnd thc
natter investins

1gated by SREECENG Barncs,  The latter

~d an interviey With Mr, MePhcrson
- ’

and the Roy~l
Conadian Mounted Policc
: ! k |

BEROTesult of the investign=-
tion co - ' :
) me to th? Counelusion that the meport was

unfoundeds

-'e l :; " ‘. —
Wt INTERNI © OF NISET

L Bhere is a2 statcment:

nternment camp, os thosc
€sted his actions are.”
i !

¢ at fic heoring to prove

this statementios | s"ﬁerald. It clearly means

250inst Morads

Ny

rcfleetion ont '&n.Mbuntgd Police, and
ll@itects, No onc was

fgainst Morii, nor had
Uy




o ?nythin& 1o do With their internment, All
the evidenge est&blishea that they were interned
becaus e E Telfuseq 44 CATTY out the orders of the
It Columbyg Security Commis

‘\_‘ ]_V@S

_(J_'Lli

sion to submit them-
for eV&Ouation;

that on one occasion he
nersonall
Y intervieyeq S1XtY of these Nisei as to
shelr reasons
L for TeLUsing to obey the orders, and no

one e I complaint Tegardin. the Liaison

Committee
or liorii, Their sole objection was that they wanted

SXOUDS or en masse, I cathered
ol the evidence that the ones who were in

Jere almost entirely of

rr terned
the Nisei group, although this

natter was not 30ne into in creat detail,

#5la.  MDERTRIENTS oF

_VACUATIONT

A-dete;mined attempt was made to show that
Morii was requqgiblg,for securing deferments of
evacuation for.ﬁ%ﬁqﬁriends and associates, His evidence,
and that oflt@e}pgiﬁgials of the British Columbia

Security Commiggign? ?;Qharge of the evacuation, satisfied

me beyond any ‘doul




L o I

PART Tv

#32,
SHOULD MORTIT Bi INTERNED 2
In Exhibit i

the New 3
question: we Herald asks this

Vhy 1g Mori g
y ri
(who 1s implicatea by his own articles

‘Alize that the power to direct

internment 4g
i MIBLAA An the Minister of Justice by virtue
of the Defence
Of Canada Regulntions, yet inasmuch ns

my Commission directeq me t0 ingquire into the "questions
as well asiERe statements ang charges in the issues of
the News Herald, I feel 1t my duty to deal with this
auestion, EENERIRENERT . not interned, in a limited
way. ZThe 1nfergnce in the question is definitely

that Morii shoulq have been interned.

Mori; }a not ﬁn enemy allen by virtue of his
nqturalizatiop in Canada in 1914, The Minister of
Justice 1if satisfied that with s view to preventing any
particular pegaqﬁ;from actiné in any manner prejudiclal
to the publicgég%gy,.qr the safety of the state, considers
it is necessanyayé;ap_go ~ "may make an order directing

that he be de@@ﬁﬁil

»s the Minister

Defence of Ca

Justice may
v

1s normally exe

would lead

state requl

;sdope of my duties to advise

v 01‘11 should or should not




bo lntorned T
’ Shoulq
n

t
produced befopg e 1onst point out tho evidence
’

bot

1s agalnst himy angd i his favour and that which
Which m

determining the qu°st1on. ight be Of asslstance in

Chalrman of an Adviaory C
on

of 1nternmentf-;mhe only matters proven by evidence,
aéd which WOUIﬁ'threﬁ any light on the question as to
whether he might act in & manner prejudicial to the
safety of thelSHetie it

(1) His'?ﬁ&ﬁesé“before the Canadian Japancse
Association 1n_§§ﬁ*f§11-of 1939, quotecd in the Sokoku

of Decemberi NN EIR T ion o which 15 attached

to the brief of the Consultative Council, Exhibit 10.

(2)  An addr
in 19390‘ : {
I %1 Tff gﬁt with Morii's alleged
connection wit |

Society,

a few months before the

M&I‘ch 19“-2 seeereneed he

had been Presic M
Sokokukad, O nd. y, which they allege
 Black Dragon Society,-

¥
‘
f




arcq Throughout the EREts s o5 %
is
AN expert at Jiu-Jitsu, as

are hies follo

tion, say the“:rﬂ B v Sokokukad, ,,.,This orgnniza-
APanese Partakes of the gencral

BM,,.,..for many years he

National principles,

ng
Sokoku, ! by distribution of the magazine

In Exp
SRS (the articie of October 9th)

it 1s stated that:

"Etsuji M
J1 Morii, onies Agent in British Columbia

sjkzij’J:::n:::ﬁN::ionalist and Fascist magazine
the Sokokukai Society, which

15 & daughiE e i on or 1o Black Dragon..,.."
In Exhiblic £ theone appears a picture of

Morii and one Kita, taken in Stanley Park, Vancouver, in

July, 1939, on the occasion of the latter's visit to

Vancouver en route to Europe, Kita was a member of

the Diet of Japan, and head.of the Sokokukai, the

Fatherland Society of Japan, Under the picture it

stated that Mor;;;mgg Branch President of the Sokokukal,

;t;jupirector.

' suggestion as to there belng

91 in British Columbia 1s the

"loril, as
the Sokokub
of the B
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' that the chargee ns
to Morii'lg COnneectygn With th

¢ Sokokukal, ana the
Sokoku mngazlne,

are without foundation in fact, All
he charge

the 8€8 1in tnig IRRllon, and as to the Black
Dragon,

to him regarding Moriy, These were selzed on as

complete substantiatigp Of the rumors, and a vast
superstructure raigeg O A tiny foundation of fact,

resulted in the charges in tng Consultative Council
and Japanese briefs.

It 1s interesting to note paragraph four,

on page four, of the Consultative brier:
"If the Sokoku of September, 1939, did not make
1t clear that Morii is the leader of the Japanese
Fifth Column, the issue of December, 1939, leaves
no room for doubt on the matter,"

This 1600 quotaﬁigﬁifbﬁm-Mr. Norman's letter to the

Consultative Council, and the statement is made after
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A\ translatio
A N of the maln parts of Ehie speech is

attached to T
he Consultatiye Council brief, Exhibit

10,

TherB RtE B 8olht that Morii gave this
speech, and dn 1t he showed strong leanings towards
the Japanese nation in 1ts war with China, He 1is
« Buddhlst, convinced that the Emperor of Japan is of
Divine origin; that the Sino-Japanese war is a Holy
War, undertaken, as ho says, to bring about peace,
He was active in Qollecting_comforts for the Japanese
soldiers and their families, The speech, in my
opinion, 1s strongly Nationalistic, and clearly proves
that at that time his sympathies were entirely with
Japan, notwithstandlné the strong feeling in Canada
in favour of the Chinese, His attitude then was
possibly that of a;ifJapanese, especlally of the
Nationals and.thpsé'ndturélized. But 1t must be borne
in mind that 1% qé@£§;ns no suggestion of any feellng

against Canada'orﬁﬁgﬁqﬁﬁBritain, and that 1t was not

untlil two years,i ' 9were at war with Japan,
several placeajﬁﬁifjﬂ ﬁ“ ﬁoi“our Nation -~ our Empire
s 1a1 Japan — the Natlonal

Eathérland — as Citizens of
are significant as

turalized citizen of Canada,




- B -

yril had a
I Ereat intercgt in Japan, which h
apnn, 11chn e

: 1y referrog to as "gur Empirc, "

#35. THE BLACK DRAGON SOCIETY

In the
¢ Nowg Hernlg of Scptember 26th,
jbe, there appears the headline:

'"NIPPON BLAGK
COLUMBTA DRAGON OPERATES WITHTN BRITISH

1

. n the
nd 8 y Opening pnragraph of the same issuc it is

stnted thats
"accor
ding to responsible Canadians and respectable
Canadian-born Japanese, a Fascist—like gang

intimldates 1law abiding Canadian—born Japanese,

and the gang 1s directly affiliated with the
notorious Black Dragon Society of Japan,"

again, In the article of October 9th, 1942, the statement

is mades
"the reporters did not have the answers, but they
learned the Black Dragon is still powerful in
British Columbia,"
The 'responsible Canadians' reférrgd to
were the members of the Consultative Council, Reference
+o 1ts brief (Exhibit 10) shows clearly that there
is no charge in that brief that fhe Black Dragon operates
in British Columbia, It merely states that onc of
the sponsors of the Sokoku magazine 1s Toyana,

ty -

prominently associated with the Black Dragon Socle

2 similar organizations

The reference to the Iprespectable Canadlan-

born Japanese! (Niééﬁ)@is to the Japanesc brief (Exhibit
i the

17), which, 1t.w1hdﬁbﬁ;recalled, was never in
’ b |

L
x
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n of
the Brltish Columblf

Roynl Canadin
n
Mounteqg Police, or
e, any pereon in

ts similar to the German Bung, "

yone wWith an
Y knowledgc of the German Bund could

" 'x’} 2 9 m ak e
cely the Statement that 1t Was in anv wAay
" xd

:intlar to the Black Dragon Society)
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There -

is no statement in this brief that

Black D |
a ragon operated within British Columbia

1+ is apparent that the anonymous authors of this

»rief reached the conclusion that the Sokokukai was

sister organization of the Black Dragon Society for

3 —,

als
I A

same reason as Mp, Norman, of the Consultative

rouncile

In Exhibit 6 there i1s a 1list of sponsors

Security Commission
’

~f the Sokokukail, including the name of Mitsura Toyana.

-

|

3

s man is reputedly the head of the notorious Black

Jrazon Soclety of Japan, a secret and terroristic

2

-
—-—

Toyana's name appes

(as well as the nam

)
v

it was directlﬁf@f

This, in my OPSE

b

O
|

or
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1N
L

~rnl minded politicians in Ja

-7 power by the militarists,
ame 1o the conclusion that as

the Sokokukal

Mr, Norman c
red as a sponsor of

Matsuoka, a We

recent Japanese nets and an &

Qa,W1th t

13U - A
ok

:Féutotally unwarr%nted coq

~nization, which, according to reports, had as one

pan, and the acquisition

11 known member
rdent Nationalist),

he Black Dragon Society{.

clusion,




s
P

» 688 -

Thu'hvidunoe
who lived fﬁl‘ Y‘ﬁt’l 1
n

spons oxENSEEE. masaal
n

liberals of a‘ﬁ‘ﬂ
.

mhﬁ Japan
: 3 Lol R Panese b 17
says 1n resaﬁﬁswffml,fit rief (Exhibit )

of Speeial Conastable Upton,
anan: 18 that the list of

® contained the names of meny

I have no
Japanese br
conclusionﬂt
Soclety aﬁé
on the same basis as lir.

Norman,

1ist of Spoi

issue of Q€
Ta shme Cam__ In g paragraph, however,

there 1S a

”;Sokokukai as a daughter
organization of the Japanese Black Dragon. (It
15 1nteredf' g A bbser ‘}hﬁﬁfnm. Norman assumed that

the organi

somewhat
the Bla 
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is 8t11) powerful in British

:lrtic.l% {Exh g ons of the authors of tho
ﬁrring 0 the Black Dragon,

: f ﬁnn‘fersstﬁm with several

&  §8 €0 the articlc itself,
Lpbrter Ward, the intcrviewv
ﬁ:powerful influence of
0l over Toshme C&mp; not

Men as to the Block Dragon,

imaginat

conclusive ¢} | Sy
] B EEoNn Society of Japan hos

-

ated

heard of®
September

had becn i
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activi
Canadian lfounted
o organization in
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nat 3

would % '
a havg Q0 Poason for its oxlstcncc outside of

Japan
* 80d that 44 would be comp

su :
S8 #hat SUch was the casce

letely 11logical to

In my View, theroc is ¢ greet diffcrenco
betwee _ ; :
A the|pw° HOws erticlcs in Exhibits 1 and 3,
as to e :
th? ﬁﬁiﬁtence of the Black Dragon Society in
British leﬁmbia.
Thﬁ1former article is based on charge

sald to st A
hﬁvﬁ,been made mainly in the Consultativce

S

Coun R :
R b#1§§ §nd the Japanese brief (although in
nei St ":".‘
SRR ET: 1 1t a11cgca that tho Black

Drago R &
SOR COSSESKLSE In British Columbic). Some of the

investigé-

They made th

"th0,  5 @1 j‘;_;Qﬁ-ghow that its activitiles

g

 ~Qi1sted, and was

cssume as facts | ' P T
. W da = October 9th,
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| e - not morecly ftlx cpor O ey
I‘ I'{ on
e tomontes
~ BRREt such was tho coasSce gs8c 8Le VO
-._- A44 not fol low
5 BERNevidence quite unwarrantol;
-; S &) ‘ ci
_ . e oy ith t}
Emthe intcrviow ol LIX poO1
3 ‘ -2 1Y Y f'ac ©
me By and werc wit hout foundatlion &4
il % oaponeibllit;
_ Whilc theo Tditor a:s 1 g ful b - J
I L 1 ted outr that Ward,
BEeRe articles, it shoulc B L ¥
‘ +h srticles, Was almost
EEEESSNthe main author ol DOLIL =4E-
: . ~nd that Thornton
: ricnc: in reporting, ant LI« ’
Bally lnexpericnccd 1n
o = / 4 \® 1!] d “;ut
1 4 e werlcecncc :
| Bl a man of only slightly mo cXperi ’
| " : L RS n s :[,.I(J ,C‘ tC: s
| ALl part in their prcparation, and, =
i1

Qmerely looked over Ward's shouldcrs

& I therofore find on the cvidence that the

lﬁack Dragon Socicty of Japan has not opcrated, and

:;B HOt operate, in British Columbia.

. Further, I may add, that Assistant

”ﬂﬁ1881oner Mead stated that in the course of his

e o8 he attended confcrences with thc heads of the

éral Bureau of Investigation of the United States,
BRhat Ottawa and Washington. Subversive moveorcnts

BR@NIntelligence work are discusscd ot thosc meetings,

%nd at no time was it suggested thet cither the

Sokokukai or the Black Dragon Socicty cxisted in Canade,

;d no mention was ever madec of these organizations s

#66e¢ ADDRESS TO FISHERMEN!S
ASSOCILTION

. The evidence as to this subjcet is found
@ the statement of Yoshida, who says it was dclivered
! a meeting of about two hundregd fishermen, at Port

?sington, in May, 1939, ;n general 1t had to do with
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BERREtitude towards Jepan, whlch We 1
§ ' [ ) not ultra
EEENERAat in any event the SpeccCl ) ¢

onalistic. Yoshide stated:

L . : formation of
e eDle trusted Morii before the formation o1
EERRSeUrity Connission; previously lorii had been

- talking about loyalty to Japan - he suddenly swung

. 8round and telked loyalty to Canada, and worked for

s BNBRS Canadian Government" -

g~“ | that therefore the Japanese did not like him; they
:

)

- he was a SPy for the Royal Canadian Mounted Police.
wWitness 8lso resented the fact that Morii had

Viously assisted the police in reporting Japanese

) had entered Canada illegally. He felt that

;ﬁyone With knowledge of these things should not have
reported then,

J
|
-

Morii did not deny meking this speech.

#37.  MATTERS WHICH MIGHT BE CONSIDERED
FAVOURABLE TO MORIZI.

In this connection, there is a very long

record of co-operation wWith authorities, and particularly
with the Royal Canadian Mounted Police, Barlier in
this report I indicated that Mr.

Mead was responsible
for contacting M

orii when it was first considered

desirable to have a Japanese liaison committee which

would assist the British Columbia Security Commission,
and that Mr., Mead chose him because of his knowledge

~

o/

[ his usefulness, acquired from personel experience,
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_‘ 071(!01]00 ol I":.l'. M ad aj i Ootlhiecr officceras of thi
. 1 Oan&diﬂn Mount d Police ( quitc a part Irom thi
.‘ h , b 1 h ne o ) 1de 11
\ 4 __""" of Morii ana ovher Japanes I

5§1y 8lecar that Morii nad bcen particularly

BRE Royal Canadian Mountcd Polio: in dcaling
BODlems amon: the Japanesc,

| WBOUt 1952, when it was discovered that

1“0 lneny Japancsc 1llegally in Can
Mori j

ada, Mr., Mead
and requested his Co-opcrution, pointing

it these tllegal cntrants into Canada rcflectcd

Wi UL WD

SC community, Morii was of great

» he went to the Skeena River district and

tlficatn° turning them over to

and in the rcsult,
stalcc the situation was

many Japg tIese returncd o

Japan, and othcrs
e proseouted and dCPOI‘

ted, One of the Japal sc

(3 ! : :
GUtEG successfully at that time was active in

i K of the Liaison Committce

In February 1941,

[ ]

a reéprescnitative group

(=]

® Japancsc Were asked to Torn a Committce to work

th the Hume Commlttee

(prcviously referred to). The
paneso Who were Tépresentative of the Japancsc
;§mmunity, themselves appointcd

a committce of five,
nd named Morii as Chairman,

This Sub~-committec

s of great &ssistance to the Humc Committee in
ary registration of Japancse, Bl 1ncluding
Prii, cave their scrvices voluntarily,

This same Sub-committec again assisted the

o CommitseoMERINERIIE o7 1oue. whon 211 meie
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evidcnce of Mr. Mead and other officcrs of the

Eo T

jiounted Police (quite apart from the

—

‘H Canadian

§T | Bent or voril and other Japanese) made 1%
' X i 1gntly clcar that Morii had becen particularly
to the Royal Canadian Mounted Police in dcaling

SR

‘problcrs annong;, the Japanese,

About 1952, when it was discovered thatv
e werc meny Japanesc illcgally in Canada, lr. Mead
@ of Morii and requested his co-opcration, pointing

hat these illegal cntrants into Canada rcflected
Morii was of greatb

-ffwholc Japanesc community.
a nd

tance; he went to the Skeena River district
fted illegal certificatces, turning them over to
rcsul’y,

Canadian Mounted Police, and in the
part due to his assistancc, the situation was
and othcrs

many dJapancsc returncd to Japan,

)
Onc of the Japare SC

cuted and deported,
@8lccessfully at that time was active in
"to Morii in the work of the Liaison Committcce

;p February, 1941, a represcntative group

se were asked to form a Committce to work
The

 Committec, (previously referrcd to).

o were represcntatlve of the Japancsc

pselves appointed a cormmittee of Tilve,

8 Chairman. This sub~committce
tance to the Iumc Committee in

ation of Japancse. All, including

services voluntarilye.
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BRMS80, from cightecen to forty-five ycors of |
E grdercd to be cvacuntcd from the corst ALCR e
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B0 other sub-committecs scatterced over the consty,

n Vancouver Islaind, nnd sccurcd the co=operdion

?fapansL Nationols to 720 to the work comps.

v _Lu Nnecc

Eved a great deal of vork, ~nd TAf

ISRt Morii took n lcrding part in 2ll the

PO this sub-committcce.
i In regard to the work of the Liaison

EERReehcaded by lMorii, Mr. licad says that its vork

Hlad a great deal to do with organizing the
emmuUnlties of Japancsc so that they could be

frted efficiently; and Mr. Mcad addcd:

80ast as smoothly cos vc did, and as guictly as
ARt hed not been for the work of the

e liaison Committcd.”

_ There is no satisfrctory cvidcnec beforc
;fthat th1siEiai son Comnittec was in ~ny way
?sPOHSible for the difficulties th-ot ~rosc in conncetion
:{th the evacuation. Their vbrk wes considered very
Qilpful by the British Columbia Security Commission,

;o much so that when the mcmbers of thc Licison Committec
chrd of the rumors against Morii a~nd thcir own vork,
they offered to withdraw on severnl pecasions, as. they
ifelt they might be aq;embarrassmont to thce British
Columbia Security_0§m@;ssionf They iicrc asked to0
fcontinue becauééiof'gﬁéir usefulness, and, as Mr.

£48

Plicad sayse o

¥
£i1

"Thcy Weréﬁreaiigts.and had @ better apprceiation
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