File No. \ 5
RECORD GROUP

S ——— T cROSS REFERENCES

SUBJECT OR NAME.J

SUB-SUBJECT St

Volume No.

OoR

LAND DESCRIPTION ———

USER'S
INITIAL 10
ACTION

|| ENTER DATE TO |

‘ BRING FOR

REQUIRED

|
|
| WARD WHEN 1 SHOW
i COMPLE TED
=

—

)
f & % TR \
£ | | :
3 —— T L e
: | |
€ LR T N S | |
| 1\ \
1 2] ot SE

V-8-12
l
n
|
|
=

File No.
!

IER SETTLEMENTS

\PANE SE  LANDS




l - I'. '_ . uT. -hl“in,
District Superintend

R, B, C,

A, D, ¥MeCracken

Japanese land

Lo The Director has referred to me your letter of the

27th ultimo and I have enquired of the Department of Justice as to
whether or not the report of the Royal Commission, headed by Mr. Jus-

tice Bird, had yet been received.

2. The reply received from the Uepartment of Jugstice was

in the affirmative but contained the additional information that tle
report was before Cabinet for consideration and that Cabinet had not

yet indicated what disposition is to be made of it,

3. The last time this file was on my desk, which was
February 27th, 1950, the situation was that this matter of disposal
of Japanese properties was to be deferred until the report had been
received from the Royal Commission and further, until the matter
could be discussed with the Custodian of Enemy Property in light

of the Conmission's report. You will appreciate, from the informa-
tion contained in the above paragraph, that it has not yet been

possible to formulate any policy concerning this matter, As to
when such will be possible, it is extremely difficult to foretell

but off hand, I would say that it will not occur prior to your
meeting of Hegional Supervisors and D, O, Division Heads around

the 9th of June,

Yo I will keep you informed of further developments as
they occur,

ADMeC s GE A, D, N@WMucken,
Executive Assistant.
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February 27, 1950,

emorandum o
« The Acting Deputy Ninister -

In accordance with our telephone conversation of this
date, I am setting out hercunder information obtalned from Hr. K, W,
right, legal Counsel 10 the Custocian oi Tnemy Property, with respect
tc the recommendation previously made by the Director 4o the effect
that the residue of Japanese properties surplus to V,L.A. require=-
sents Le returned o the Custodian for such disposal as the Covern=
ent might deem {it to authorise:

(1) ¥r. Wright advised that the various Crders in Council
which authorize the Custodian Lo acquire property have
been revoked, The Custodian is congeguently unable to
take back from the Director titles to those Japanese
properties wvhich are surplus to the regquirerents of the
Director,

. Wright further advised that the Custodian has reason
to believe the report from the Royal Commission, headed
by Nr. Justice Bird, will be received on or about April 1,
this year,

In view of the information contained in (2) above, it
would appear that this matier of disposal of Japenese properties might
properly be deferred unill the Commissionert's report has been received
and until, possibly, the matter can be discussed with the Custodian in
light of the Commissionar's report,

2 1aned by
Original Signe e
7 J. RUTHERFORY

Te Jo Rutharford,
Director,

Dictated by ADMeCracken:;QF
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ith respect to the second paragraph of your letter, no
action is in progress to replace Japancse who were Canadian veterans
of World 7ar I on their properties, Action of this nature has been
contemplated for some time now, however, specifically since the linis-
ter's letter of December, 1940, to ¥r. Justice Bird which, although it
dealt particularly with the case of Zennosuke Inouye, mentioned also
that after arrangements had been concluded satisfactorily in that

case, the N¥inister would be glad to proceed on iir. Justice Bird's

recommendation as to disposition
2 Japanese soldier settlers and 3 Japanese who were Canadian veterans
jorld War 2) depending upon the relative circumstances at that time.

4
- -

of the others (of which there are 5

.).1'
'o date, we have no knowledge of any further recommendation being re-

eived from ¥r., Justice Bird.

There are very few, if any, further comments or recommenda=
tions which I can make on this subject in addition to my previous
recommendation that the Japanese properties surplus te the require~
ments of the Director be returned to the Custodian of Pnemy Property
for such disposal as the Covernment might deem fit to authorige. With
respect to this previous recommendation, I note from the copy of your
letter of December 23rd to the Deputy Minister of Justice, which I
received, that the Minister desires to follow an altermative proposal,
namely that these Japanese properties be offered for public sale.,

It is appreciated that this is certainly a more to-the-
point proposal, insofar as actual disposal of the properties by the
Government 1s concerned, than that contained in my recommendation,

In this connection, however, I consider I should mention that, inasmuch
as V,L.A, would be respmsible for determining, after receipt of tenders,
the person to whom the property would be sold, the Minister's proposal
may have some serious adverse affect on the excellent relations which
now exist between the veterans established under The Veterans! land

Act and the V,L.A. Administration should the successful tender be re~

ceived from a Japanese.

5V %o Jo Rutherford,
Director,

Dictated by ADMcCracken:GE
C.Co, V‘8"12
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"ATR MAIL" BC.530=P
: V=8=12
District superintendent, Ottawa Head Office

Vancouver, B.C. May 26, L9

., W.H.Ozard
o J .M. Lomax

INOUXE, Zenncsuke.

I am in receipt of your letter of 20th instant,

in which you advise that Mr. Inouye has arranged a sale of
10 acres of his property, and wish to know what action is
being taken to hasten the reinstatement of this account.

In reply I wish to advise that I am instruct-
ing Treasury todgy to take the necessary action, and presume we
will receive submission from you with regard to the above
sale in due course.

For-A/General Superintendent,
Farms Division,




COPX.

P.C.172/25L40

a ¢ a Mima ~f a Meeting of the
Cartified t0 De & true copy ©Oi & Minute ol a Hee g

Treasury Board, approved by His ixcellency the Governor

: - 4 £ 10),¢
seneral in Couricil, on the 1lOUth May, U7
L -

wn

VETERANS AFFAIR

The Board revommend that authority be
granted to credit the account of Zennosuke Inouye, a
soldier settler, in the amount of $23.05, representing
the difference between the amount of rentals, $1,306.00,
collected during the period that this settler was absent
from his farm as a result of the Custodian of Enemy
Property having taken over the farm at the time that
all members of the Japanese race were evacuated from
the protected areas of British Columbia, and the amount
of taxes and insurance, $1,282.95, paid from the
Administration Vote during this same period, chargeable

to the current Administration Vote.

(sgd) N.A. Robertson

Clerk of the Privy Council

The Honourable
the Minister of Veterans Affairs.
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LAND ACT ADMINISTRATION
OF VETERANS AFFAIRS (OUR FILE

PLEASE QUOTE I?ﬁ”la‘-- - -

A/District Superintendent - VANCOUVER - H.0., Ottawa,
--December 13, ... ... 1948.....

VETERANS'
DEPARTMENT

B e e

W.C. Miller

SUBJECT Japanese Lands. A.Jamieson.

Attached is a copy of a letter sent out in the early

days of December over the signature of the Minister to
Justice Bird on the Japanese gquestion. This copy is sent to

camplete your file.

When forwarding the information requested in my letter

of November 26th last, will you please advise at the same time
if you have had any discussion with officials of the Custodian

about refunding the amount paid to him on account of the Inouye
propertye.

_*:;;/ b
§Epor_ endent
Secretarial Section.

VLA 106S Rev. 5-48




SORr.made ferlBiyestor. Files: BC=530-
Y - ;'_;.
SOLDIER SETTLEMENT AND VETERANS' LAND ACT

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

Memorgum:

ety Minlistar.
gt sl AR Y A AP T P Al
As requested in your mencrandunm of
}"”u ".,Vdi.l : Pt;“; ’ (stpL:l.c .‘3“ i;: '\,: ‘c;.tll 1‘:3 l" L‘}
» : v

mourable Justice Bipd, for the Hinister's
Si7n6tUure.

VLA 231 - 100M - 3 - 48
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Copy to be returned to Soldier Settlement & V.lL.A.

W l—— A —— - ——
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Copies made for: Director.
Distriet Superintendent, Vancouver.

. (inister's Office.

Deputy Minister's Office,

AesvEmliason /v




~ File: Vet-lZE
CODPY made for Director.
Copy made for file BC-530-P.

.

This will acknowledge your memorandum of ZZnd iastant,

4%

adviaine that the Minister has concurred in the recommendation

to proceed with the reinstatenent of a former Japanese soldier
settler, Inouye ‘ennosuke.

noronriate instructions have Fforward to the

Distriet Superintendent At vVano! and in due course,
hen the full particulars are known, the required submission to

council will De prepared.

. T od o “Rutherfonrd,
Dictated by: A.Jamieson/VP B sk o




VETERANS' LAND ACT ADMINISTRATION
DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

District Superintendent - VANCOUVER.
MARK YOUR REPLY:

Mr. W.C. Miller R e A.Jamieson
Tor attention of

Inouye Zennosuke. T ég-ggtzP

This will acknowledge with thanks your memo of 18th instant,

referring to previous correspondence about the above-named former
Japanese soldier settler. As you state, the Minister is interested in

seeing that the reinstatement proceedings are handled promptlye.

Under date of November 10th a memorandum over the signature
of the Deputy Minister was sent to the Minister and on the 22nd
instant the Deputy Minister advised that the Minister concurred in the
reconmendations and instructed that the necessary action be taken. A
copy of the memorandum of November 10th is attached, from which you
will note that the plan is to proceed immediately with the case of

Inouye Zeannosuke only.

There are a considerable number of details to be worked out
which may take some time, but 1n 80 far as is possible reinstatement

will be dealt with expeditiously. In the first place, it will be
necessary to obtain the approval of the Governor General in Council
to the whole transaction in general and, in particular, to reversing
the application of the various sums of money involved, including
rentals. This has been discussed with the Chief Treasury Officer and

the following figuros are quoted:=

1. Refund from the Custodian $1,989.25

2., Refund from Director,Soldier
Settlement 1,738,956

3, Charge to soldier settler's account
for taxes 180,19

Total $3,908,00

Rents collected, less taxes paid while the property was held as a project,
will be credited to the reinstated account of the soldier settler. Here
again, a special Order-in-Council may be required to obtain this money,
which has been credited to the Consolidated Revenue Fund in previous
fisecal years. With regard to rents and taxes, will you please furnish a

(2) aeeene

VLA 106 100M-2-48 Req. 102




(2)

o

statement as to the exaot amounts. When these amounts are known, the account
will be recast here and steps taken to secure the required Orders-in-

Coune il.

With regard to the property itself, it is not anticipated that
there will be any difficulty in securing possession if this is what
Mr. Inouye wants. It may be that his main concern is to have the account

reinstated so that he can dispose of the property.

Needless to say, care must be taken in the handling of the whole
but it is assumed that you will keep in close consultation with

case,
nour Chief Justice Bird and with Mr. J.F. MacKinnon of the Department

His Ho
of Labour, when you make known to them the decision that has been reached

by the Minister.

Sup:ii:;;izent

Seeretarial Seetion.

ce: Chief Treasury Officer.




DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

DEPUTY MINISTER'S OFFICE
Memorandum: November

Mr. T. J. Ruthertora,
Veterans' Land AcU

= » D »
-.J_LI cC e B o e ————————————

— e —— —————

Nill you please refer
to the memorandum of November 10 to
the Minlister, 2
ny signature, concerning

LAl Y

4
which you drafted for
N

the return
of the Inouye Zennosuke property.
You will recall that NI, Justice Bilrd
recommended the return of this property
to the veteran.

The Minister has appended
as a footnote on the memorandum -

"T concur. Please take

‘1. ' | n

the necessary action. M. R

Will you please accept
this as his asuthority to proceed
accordingly.

S . ~Woods, °
Deputy linilister.




VETERANS' LAND ACT ADMINISTRATION
DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

YOUR FILE NO

PLEASE QUOTE

o1

Mark Your Reply

o (1{ ],_.‘ '1 ]v" l' O ['

emo to the Deput; |
and I have a een in conversation over the
Mr. Justice Bird who informs me that although he

e ot abay S Sy RO v
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Y &2 |
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s recommendations,

v : 1
> has had no reply. view of the Director's letter,
September 24th wherein he states the Ministe

o hak

tter to drag on indefinitely, I was wondering
any new developments regarding this case.

PSR P5 Wit~ XY T
(W Clinton Miller)
A/bistrict Superintendent

VLA 106S Rev.




Copy made for Director. rile: V-8-12.

SOmDIER SETTLEMENT AND VETERANS' LAND ACT

. OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

November 10, 1948,

Hnister.

As reguested in your memorandum of
November 1st, & report to the Minister for
your sigpature {s sttached, in gonnection with
the proposed return of Japanese veterans to
their former holdings in British Columbia.

J _." 3 7
/ )/

7.5 .Rutherford,
Director,

f-.

A

VLA 207 200PDS-5-48 REQ, 232
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mf'g/meb
DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
MINISTER'S OFFICE

Memom_ndum:

Ottawa, November 1, 1948.

Degutx Minister.

For comment and whatever action is indicated.

If these are to be cleared up I think we
might write to Mr. Morrow, Mayor of Vernon, who was interested

in Inonye.

M.F.G,




COURT OF APPEAL

Law Courts,
Victoria, B.C.,

The Honourable Milton F. Gregg,
Minister of Veterans Affairs,
Ottawa, Canada.
Dear Mr. Minister:

since receipt of yours of the 22nd ult. I have had
discussions with J.F. MacKinnon, Commlissioner 1in charge of Japanese
I;ucexents, Department of Labour, as well a&s with Miller the Local
Director, Soldler Settlement Board.

me that he anticipates no difficulty in
apanese veteran owner the farm lands from
which he was evacuated in 1942, which lands were subsequently sold
to the Director, Veterans' Land Act Administration. He tel}s me
that such lands, formerly the property of veterans both of War 1 and
Consequently it 1s

have been retained by the Director V.L.A.
at the time of evacuation,

Miller tells
restoring to the former

War 2
possiéle to restore the status quo as
The only difficulty which may stand in the way of such
transactions lies in the fact that some of these Japanese veterans
may not have the money to finance themselves on their former lands
until such time as income can be derived from them. Miller and I
are of opinion that this difficulty is not insurmountable, by reason
if not all of these properties, will have

of the fact that most,
inereased substantially in market value due to the rise in farm land
prices, which has occurred over the past five years. Consequently
if the Japanese veteran is unable to finance his future farming
operations, he should be able to sell the land to advantage.

ommend a change 1n

In view of the foregoing I would rec
policy applicable only to Japanese veterans, to provide for re-
transfer of the title of such lands to the veteran, that is to say,
replace him in the position which he occupied as at the date of sale
to the V.L.A., Administration. Mr. Miller concurs in this recommendation.

Mr. MacKinnon advises that if the proposed change in policy
is made he will issue a permit or permits to such veterans and thelr
families to reside in the protected area of British Columbia from
which the veteran was evacuated. He tells me he now has authority

to issue such permits.

I am enclosing herewith a memorandum showing the name of
each veteran, with a description of his real property, sold to the

V.L.A.

I would appreciate your comment on the recommendation so

made .
Yours sincerely,

(sgd) H.I. Bird




MEMORANDUM

———

-

KINOSHITA Seichi =~ Veteran War 1l.

INOUYE Zennosuke = Veteran

SHOJI George Yasuzo =
Veteran

IMADA Tom - Veteran

(Case #524 Lethbridge)

FARM - Lot 1 of S/D. of
Sol/g vf S-Ec 1/4 of SGCQSb,
Tpe 10, Langley.

(Case #142 Vernon)

FARM - near Kennedy B.C.

S. 1/2 of N.W. 1/4 Sec. 32,
Tp.2, District of

New Westminster.

Claim at Toronto for hearing.
Realty #3,735.72
Personalty $989.30.

BUSH LAND near Haney B.C.

S.1/2 of 8.W. 1/4 Sec. 26,

Tp. 12, except parcel 1l.44€ ac.
shewn on plan 83514.

Lands contain 78,55 acres.

KINOSHITA and IMADA have accepted payment of the

proceeds of sale of thelr lands to the V,L.A.

INOUYE AND SHOJI have declined payment of the

selling price of their lands after deduction therefrom of

the amount of encumbrances. These credits are held by

the Custodian.

(HeI.B.)




Copy for file V-8-1l2,
. Copy sent District Superintendent, Vancouver.
Copy passed to Director.
Getober 89, 1948,

LW o L"
koo WAL M/ v t

I refer 9 your memomandum of the Zlst wltimo, with

he above-pamed former soldier settler, conoerning whom

rFespect %0 ¢
on July 23rd

e, Justice Bixd made representations %O our Hinister
last,
Attached for your information is eepy of & Turther

preport rogseived from Mr. ¥iller, Aeting Distriet Superistendent
at Vansouver.

T o/ « Rutharford,
MHreotar.

Dictated by: S.H.Radford/VF




A '} » .
E AaAl ENaJ RPN

-

Gttawm, GetoDar il

A

Doguty Mini ster

MUY Gy T ENI0SNID

t4 & » ? g
AR LI ‘-m;’mwu-»n- T
tha PoODITEAE

Tigh reformod® %0 Bhe

atioe Bipd on behalf of the adove-naniad

Y -

forld var I, end your DeRoPendun

-

4

'a view of lr. Milep's renarits ralatiive )

¢ g *A - promey
weotine the resale of the fam to Mre Inouye, I o

ferwvarding to hia cepy of Mre ! uyohieon's nomorendan of March 10,
1947, to the feomer Ministers I% 35 falt the infomation eontained
in this nesopandun will give the A/Distriet Ouperd ntondent @ roview

of the backgyound of policy with respeet W0 Jepanese VolLerelle

Riale Te 7« Rutheapford
Director

Dictated by 5, He Radfoxd=J




- UotoLar 1
Astriet Sy L'I"..,Ii‘i.u.',dl)“‘.e. v .

. - a 3y »
st ”\,'\.N ‘{“,‘.'. e e

e Ue dller ' 9 s Nadford

Inouye, Zennosuke 30/ 05 0m)

aal }

w EY
¥ % # ‘ 'y " v ] SR T: & - P ¢ Y P i 5 o o B . 3 .
A ,‘1’('5 LUAInn) disoussion with M1 e Justice ‘JI.;‘,‘.- recardin :

éa 5/

I have youy letter of sShe 1U%h instant end note that

ed veterale

It fie noted fyua the tidrd parepgyaph of your letter

vy } - ’ { » g o isry M £% 9 ;| 443 a8 " - A
J ¢ NGy preosont m™ a_,-,.s.l‘ tions and poliey 1% 18 not o eol ble

to resell the fam to this veterane, In the Dimeteor's momerendun of

ugust 16 laet to lre Macbeth, ocopy of whioh was furnished you, 1t wme
stated shat provided 1t is decided to retum p opertien of Japanoss vetarans
0 then, clthar for cooupation or resale, Do Aiffioulty wvae antioipeted in
retrecing the stepe by witeh the lands were aseulved by the Director. It
1o posaible you have overleoked this polnts JIn this conneoticn T am

et tun
- _a s .

plosing, for your infomstiion, copy of the Uirestor® s nenorandum te

¥
1 - e =Tk

B ol adh " . - P Tr. a ; Tw A% S - s
2% 801 r _sf GO0 ]‘\J. l’. *-T £ - .’:' f‘..\ 'uiﬂ'.':u .1 “ . 8 Torsy

Janerintandent
Joretarial Uection




VETERANS' LAND ACT ADMINISTRATION

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
D. Oe, Vancouver,

COPYX

h irector _ |
gt?aaa y " MARK YOUR REPLY:
- L

For attention of

Mr, S. He Radford
RO /G
INOUYE, Zennosuke BC/530=P

In reply to your letter of September 2L, 1948, I would
advise I have not been able to contact Mr, Justice Bird until this
morning due to the fact that he has been out of town,

In my interview with Mr. Justice Bird he told me he had
not written to the Minister because he was not in possession of all tbe
facts pertaining to this case and was delaying his reply until such time
as he could make definite recommendations, He further advised that this
veteran of World War I was not prepared to accept the price paid by the

Director, The Veterans' Land Act, on August 21, 194k, namely $3,908.,00,
and this will be one of the claims comng before the present Commission,

M, Justice Bird informed me the prohibition of Japanese
from the B.C. Coastal area will definitely end on March 1, 15&9, and
will not be renewed., In the meantime he anticipates it will be a further

six months before all claims by Japanese have been heard, He is also not
sure just how Mr, Inouye will be able to get his farm back from the

Dir ecctor, The Veterans' Land Act, as under the present regulations and
policy of V.L.A. it is not possible to resell the farm to him, Mr, Justice
Bird feels some way will have to be found to get around these regulations,

He was unable to give me further information, but he did
advise that as soon as he was in possession of all facts pertaining not
only to this particular veteran, but to other veterans of both World War 1
and World War II he would arrange a meeting of Mr. J.F. MacKinnon,
Commissioner in charge of Japanese Placements, Department of Labour, himself,
and the writer and we would go into the whole matter after which a recommenda-

tion would be submitted to our Minister for his consideration, Just how
long it will be before this meeting takes place I am unable to say, but it
will likely not be until well into the new year,

I regret:I am unable to give you further information in this
regard and this can only be taken as an interim report,

(SGD) W. Clinton Miller

2 (W. Clinton Miller)
WOMsMN A/District Superintendent

VLA 106 100M-2-48 Reg. 102
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It 15 noted that J Ok Lav e ;}ﬂi’i.&ijwl e urchison' s aesoranda
he Binlster oF | A Peh i 5. lu’:i?. phich utSlined our e vl ition 1 4h
asnett to this veteran and also tw othere uho wepe yolleved ¢f t iy
.- rtias at the tine sll menbepre of the Japanssse roace vere evacusated fyom
the protested areas of British Celumbia during Yerld Var Il. 2 polnted gut
by Mre Muychisen, the properties of these veteruns of World Var I, togethew
with the proverties of the tws vetopans of Yorld Wapr 11, are withheld fyon

sale pending the clapification ¢f the status of these individuals,

T™he case of 2. Incyve has beon the subdjeot ¢of considarsbls

sorrespondense from tine to tine and the substance of cuy reply has Des

an acosuzunee %0 the veteran thet no action would be taken %o dispose of

the property in which he 18 inteorestod until bis status has beon ¢larified.
In June, 1940, ly. Inouye appealed 4o the Departoent of ladbour, st whiech

tine the Deputy Minlster stated the Department was prepared to consildey

the issuance of a licanse under the provisions of Grder in Couneil

PeGe D73, dated Septenber 14, 104b, to enable lNr. Incuye % Deocone veecatade
ilchel on the property ho agoulred undey The Neldier Sottlenent Acte lgue
overy the fomer Minister, lire lan Naghkenslie, was opposed to the yretum %
ihe Frecer Valley of any nasbers of the Japencse reoe.

It 15 evident from the flle recond thet the present aituation
éhould not be alloved teo dyag on indefinitely end thet & poliay should de
establichod with yespoot te the lands of lgldier “ettlers tuken over by
the Custodian ¢f ¥nemy Property and later acquired by the Iiyector, The
vetemans' land scte Foliey with yespect to the lands of the two veteruns
who enlisted in Yorld %ay II niaht also be denlded 8t this tine. A oape~
ful agoount hes been ept of ell yevenus redeived in conneetion with

o lpldior »
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ottlanent properties and provided 1t ig decided to return
{ther for occupation or resale, no difficulty

.Jullli ar
mioh the lands were acquired

their preopertice to then ©
1s anticipated in rotracing the steps by °
by the Director, The Veterans' land Acte

T have endeavoured to discuss this matier in general with
doars of the Custodian of Fnemy Property faniliay with the situation,
nemely, Messrse Ge He MePhorson and K. We Wyight, neither of Whom were
available. It would seem, hoWever, that there is sufficient authority
ander P.Ce U073 for the Minister of Labour to deal with the veterans,
provided the proper recosmendations are made in thelr behalf. I have

lephone with My. MacNamara and he has informed ne

beon in touch by te
that singe consultation vith Mrs lan Mackenzie, the fomor Minister,

ne mombeps of the Japaness ¥ace have been pomitted S0 roturn e
svoperties held by them in the poatyi cted areas of British Columbia,
Before proceeding further in the astter it might be desiyable that
ur. Justice Bixd discuss this metter with My Je o MaoKinngn,
commissioner in Charge of Japanese Mlacements, Departuent of Labour,
for the purpose of making & Jjoint submi ssion t0 the Minl star of Veterens

Affal vee

of'l

ittached 18 copy of PoC. 6073 referved to sbovo, aloe
lettey frem the Deputy Minister of lLabour, dated June 14, 1946, and
nemorendnm from the Office of the Minister of Veterans Affalrs,

dated June 20, 1940,
The correspondonce forvaxied with your memerendun of the
4th instent is returmed herewithe.

)

/ Dipettow

Dictated by S. He Radford-J
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Col. Cibson suggested that I might write

b 4

The only other such claim of which I now have notice -
is ths . io Imada who sexved in this war with other Japanese Canadians
who volunteered to serve in the South Paeific. fle was sent to the Pacifio
with the Canadian Intelligence Corps, but I believe did not arrive in time

to see active service.

Imada, was one of two or three joint owmers of 78,00 acred
Selled of Sece. 26 Tp 12 x pt  1.440 ac.

L - . = _/ e 1 > \ P
ear Haney, BeCe being the S.g of
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shown on Flan OOlée

711l you kindly advise me whether there is any possibility
thet special consideration will be given to such clains of war veterans =
narticularly of Inouye - and other veteran's of Var I, of whom I'm told there
are some, whose claims have not yet been heard.

Yours very tmly,

lMre Justice HelsBird
.30;_]?1; Hou se Ry (f_»\f,do)__no Le Bij.ld
‘veg) Vancouver, BeCe
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SeptemberlY, 1946.

MISS JOAN Be KENNEDY

Ret S. He Omura.

Upon receipt of your memorandum of the 9th
he allegation of the above noted Ja-
Superintendent at Vancouver, was
d I am now in receipt of his reply in
which he states that he has not spoken to any person of
the Japanese race since theywere removed from the protec
ted area of British Columbia. He further states that he
has been unable to comtact anv one in the organizztiom who

has knowledge of the alleged interview.

instant, regarding t
panese, the District
communicated with an

The property to which you refer was withheld
from sale last November s has the properties formerly oc-
three settlers cstablished under The Soldier
Act, 1919, final dispositim not to be made un—

status as a member of the Japsnese race had been

Mr. Omura is ome of & number of Japanese who en-
ast war 'nd served

cupied by
Settlement
til COmurz's
clarified.
listed in the Canadiam Army during the 1

with a unit known as the Security Intelligsnce Department.
At the time of the Japanese evacuation from British Colum-
bia he was & student at the Toronto Universitye.

The Minister's views with respect to the
possible returnm of these Japanese to their former proper-
ties in British Columbia, is contained im his personal and
confidential memorandum of the 20th of May last, and Miss
Dixon's subsequent memorandum of the 25th of June.

Director.




YOUR FILE NO.

SOLDIER SETTLEMENT ano VETERANS' LAND ACT
Gen.S

PLEASE QUOTE

VANCOUVER - July 3, 1946.

CANADA

G. Murchison, Esq.,
Director of Soldier Settlement and Veterans! Land Act

0.% ta W

1 heve for acknowledgment your letter éi\Jgne >
o7th in which you advise that there is no change to date 1
the status of Japanese soldier settlers whose properties lie
within the protected area on the Pacific Coast.

(1.T.Barnet )
District Superintendent.




s' LAND ACT

AEMENT AND VETERAN

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

June 27, 1946

The attached copy of letter

for information of the Minister.

Original signed DYy
G2 URCHISON
DIRECTOR




June 27, 1946

I.T. Barnet Esq.,
District Superintendent,

VANCOUVER, B.C.

Dear Mr., Barnet,

An understanding has existed for some time
that the properties formerly occupled by certaln Japanese
Soldier Settlers in the Fraser Valley would not be restored
to them until their status as members of the Japanese race
in Canada had been determined by the appropriate authorities,

I am sending you this letter to advise that
the situation has been under recent review and that, without
specific instructions from Ottawa, there is no change in the
situation which has existed for some time.

Yours very truly,

Originaj signed by

G. _MURCHIS@N

GM/E Director
cc Mr, Mackenzle
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BDEPARTMENT _OF VETERANS Arwhwgs
N \EASRER'S OFFICE '

.’Q\

Memorandum: (C-

C.

-~ &9 | - gt
S .
w
Mr. Gordon W-—Murchison,

Director, Soldier Settlement and V.L.A.
e

With reference to your
memorandum of the 18th instant -
your file BC - 530P - 8-6, together
with copies of correspondence from
the Deputy Minister of Labour, relating
to reinstatement of Japanese soldier
settlers in the Fraser Valley, the
Minister's comment is -

"No.
TJ.AM."

Private Secretary.




BC - 530P
g-6

June 18, 1946

Memorsndum to the Mindster

Attached hereto for your information are copies
of letter to Dr. A. MacKamare, Deputy Minister of Labor
of June 6, his reply of Jume 14, and my reply to him of

today's date.

1 should appreciate advice from you et your
e-instatement of Japanese Soldler

ecarliest convenience 4f »
nsidered.

cettlers in the Fraser Valley is to be reco

Director




Pr. A+ Mac Nemara,
Deputy Minister,
Department of Labour,
OTTIVA, Cenada

Desr Dr, Macliauars, Re: Files BC/530 - P,
8 -6

1 - 1006

I sgree fully with the comments cone

tained in your letier of the l4th but, as stated in my letter
of the 6th, I am under instructions from my Minister to take
no action on any appiieztion for re-inststement of Japanese

ir British Columbia under the Soldier Cettlement iAect without
reference to him.

Your letter of the 1l4ith and cory of
this reply is being pussed on to the Minister for kis consid-

eration,

Yours feithfully,

Original signed by

G.MURCHISON
Direector
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Yours very &

acllanara
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Files: BC/530-F,
E=0,

1-1006

June 6, 1946.

A. MacNemara, 58(e,
PDeputy Minister,

Department of labour,
Ottaws, canada.

Dear Mr. MacNamara:

ur letter of June 3rd enclosing copy ©1I One

le i have Yyoul
asddressed to you May 25th by Zennosuke Inouye of Box 1636,
..!\/ .;(J.i.l(./uill,‘ ;E:I‘ti(}..[lurs have been C:-tTﬁCtUd

l‘U:Ci'."AUL N ;—.\. ®
this man.,

from our files for

L)

2. Inouye is reported to have served in England and

First Great War with the 15th C.M.K.,
He was established in the Fall of
N

=

France in the
Regimental Number 228458.
1919 under the provisions of the Soldier Settlement Act ¢
an B0-acre parcel, the S,; of the N.W.3, S6cC. 32, Twp. 2,
surchased on his behalf at & cost of $3,200.00,

P\'D ‘.E-'.,

Additional emounts of §1,000,00 for buildings and other
improvements and §700,00 for Stock and Equipment were also

made available,

His debt to the Director of Soldier cettlement as at
Inouye's property was one oi

April 17th, 1944, was $1708,32,
those taken over by the Custodian when the Japanese were
evacuated from the Coast earees and in turn disposed of to The
Pirector, The Veterans' land Act, for use in the establishment
of returned men of the war just concluded., The purchase price
fixed for this perticuler property in the Mester Deed to The
Director, The Veterans' Land Act, was §3,908,00. This means
that Inouye had an equity of approximately §$2,200,00 in the

property.
4. As he stetes, he has written us on a number of
occasions protesting the teking over of his property by the

Custodian and the possibility of teing permitted to resume
occupation and active operation of the land, BNy replies

 EEE N E BN NN 2
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on and operation

resuning possess 1
.14 heve tc be mede to refund the

3
arrengements would
price paid to
that I heve instructions from my

upon suy spplication for reinstetement of & Jepanese in
British Columbia under the Scoldier Settlement Act without

referonce to him,

the Custodjien. Probebly I should also

Yours very truly,

' signed by

tCHISON

r -
Direciore




V.L.A. 104

YOUR FILE NOK 8—6 4

PLEASE QUOTE

SOLDIER SETTLEMENT aAnD VETERANS' LAND ACT

CONF IDENT JAL
R A VANCOUVER — May 28, 1946.

SECEIVEA
*./‘?‘G’ - 9 EG \

N

\

Gordon Murchison, Esq.,
Director of Soldier Settlement and Veterans' Land Act,! UN .4 oo //)

Ottawa.
Nl S
< . ’\.'J ?” - e
k"l‘ ﬁl‘ - r \-«\:—:"/

Dear Sir: e
1 have for acknowledgment and thanks your letter

of the 22nd instant in which you advise that the reinstatement of
Japanese in British Columbia under the Soldier Settlement Act, or
the establishment of any Japanese veteran under the Veterans' Land

Act, must first receive the approval of our Minister.

1f 1 may express a personal opinion 1 think this

is a matter that can be well delayed until the whole problem of
handling people of the Japanese race in this province has been

finally considered by the Government .

Yours very truly,

(1.T.Barnet)
District Superintendent.




Memorandum %o the Minister

confidential memorandum of the

I refer to your
e re-instatement of three

20th, with particular reference to th
Japanese settlers who were established under the Soldier Settle-

ment Act of 1919, You ask to be advised as to the discretion

vested ‘n me with respect to suech applications and on what

grounds I eounld refuse them.

P.C. 5973 does not devrive a person of the

Japanese race of eapacity to hold 1and sequired or held by

such person prior to February 24, 1942, This has particular
gsignificance in the case of the three Japanese Soldier Settlers

referred to., The lands upon which they were established passed
into the custody of the 0ffieisl Custodisn and thence to the
Director the Veterans' fLand Act. T have thus far declined to
restore these lands to these anldier “ettlers until their status

as members of the Japanese race is e stablished, But since the

date of P.C. 5973, namely, September 14, 1945, I cannot very
well maintain this position if the settlers eoncerned invoke the

rights which are theirs under the terms of this order, as it
would seem to me that the terms of the order imply that the

right of occupancy is recognized,

I have noted your request that no action be
taken upon any aonplication for re-instatement of Japsnese in
B.C. without reference to you.

Original eis:
-t

e
()//-‘ G i Ut il

Ongaal signed hy
C MIIRC
i AR U .'.“\ L H !

Director




sent to District Superintendent, V
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Kaﬂlo’ BsCoe
September 29th, 1944,

8

Director of Veterans Land Act,

Ottawa,

Dear Sirs Re My fgrmlanﬂ whieh ii descripeﬂ as
S+ of NW; of Sec.32,Tp.2 Dist. N.W,

and in the Municipa ity of Surrey

T am informed ly the Custodian that the above proper
been transferred by the Custodian of the Department of the ¢
of State to you,

This transaction has been completed against mj
have never given the custodian any consent for the sal
consulted by t¥e Custediafi 6f this transfer until th

completed,
are acouiring Japanese owned farmland in the

I understand that vou i 1
Fraser Valley for the purpose of reselling them to soldlers who are returning

from the present wer,

T am an ex~service man of the last great war serving in P,".Csls
and 52nd Battalion while overseas, R-turning from the oversea service in
1919, I acquired the above farmland which was them uncultivated wild land,
However, I changed this land into cultivated productive small fruits farmliand
(32 acres were cleared since I bought this land) and all buildings includéng
dwelling houses, two root houses, a barm and woodshed thus raising the value
of the property from the original buying value of $3200 to about$14000,

I raised my family in this farmland and all of my 5 chlildren eldest of whom

is 22 years old were all born there and brought up there, and we enjoyed
our home life thera until we were forced to evacuate in 1942.
From the above circumstances I can not refrain from resentine your

away valuable property from a pensioned returned soldier of

action of taking
urpose of glving to another soldler ¥

the last war who fought for Canada for the
who is returning from the present war,

On the above ground, I hereby lodge my protest to you and the

e |
~ gy

Custodian for the action taken on my said property.
Yours truly,

"Z« Inouye®™







Ottawa, November 9th,1943.

madr Mas 1"

Colonel Ve K. Chtmdler, K«Co

Legal Adviser,
Soldier Settlement of Canada,

Vancouvar, BeCo

Re: S. Kinoshita, &. Inouye,
Ge Yo Sho ji.

I have your letter of the 3rd instant entitled as above
in which you ask me to let you have a deed from the Director of Soldler
Settlement to the Director of the Veterans' Lend Act of the fearms of

the above named soldier settlers,

Before getiing very far in the preparation of this deed
we were assailed by a number of doubts as t0 just how we should draft
the deed and I am writing you with a view to having these doubts eleared
In the first plage would you prefer to have one deed covering the
three farms or a separate deed for each property. Then again what
consideration should be setout in the deed or deeds, In each instance
the settler agreed to pay a particular price for his farm but each of
them still owes part of the purchase price and unless the Director of
the Veterans' Land Aet intends to pay the outstanding belance in each
case to the Director of Soldier Settlement, 1t would not seem that we

could acknowledge having received the full purchase price.

UPDe

In paming the Director of the Veterans' Land Act as the
grantee should we insert am address or should we otherwise describe the

grantee? Should we describe the grantee as a corporation sole? Any
infomation you ¢are to give us along the foregoing lines will be much

appreciated,
M-

Superintendent,
Land and loans Branch.




YOUR FILE NUMBER.,........cooncmnnanne

SOLDIER SETTLEMENT OF CANADA

PLEASE QUOTE FILE

Vancouver, B.C.
November 3rd, 1943.

Attention - r. J.F. Nash

The Director of Soldier Settlement & Veterans'lLand Act,
Sovereign Building, Ottawa.

Re: S. Kinoshita, 1-10895;
Z. Inouye, 1-1006;
G.Y. O}'lo .i, 1-19900

Nill you kindly let me have a Deed from the
Director of Soldier Settlement to the Director, The
Veterans' Land Act, of the properties of the above named
soldier settlers, together with duplicate certificates

of title. M C(\ Q‘_,._DZLJ y

Legal Adviser.




Bd.File 8-6=2
File 1-10086
september 15,1943,

Alth regard to the property which you formerly

der contract with Lhe Darecior of Soldier vettlement, ] wish to
you thet title to this property will in due course pass to the Director,
' Land Aet, with compensetion payable to the Custodian, to whom

u should address any further inquiries in the meantime. I mey say in eddition

that the Direotor, The Veterans' Land Act, does not intend to dispose of this
land ¥o any other pmrty, at least rfur the time belng.

fours very

Director.




-
' 1-1006

Col. W.,K. Chandler, September 13,1943,
Legal Adviser,
Soldier Settliement & Veterans'

Vancouver, B.Co

Se Kinoshita
Ze Inouye
GoXe Shojdl

ying to your letter of the 1lth, it will be in
itles in the name of

. |
g '.JA.J

order for you to proceed in the regular way in aoquiring ¢

the Director, The Veterans' Lend Aot, and that when this is done a suitable
notation be made in the respective projeect accounts that these properties are

not to be disposed orf to anyome until situation with regard to the three
Japenese concerned is fully olerified and without the approval of the Director.

I attach hereto e copy of a letter which 1 hove today

sent to Inouye in response to en inguiry received from him.

Director,




YOUR FILE NUMBER

FLF“;\-;F QUOTE FILE DOL.1085
" " D.L.1006
D.L.1990

SOLDIER SETTLEMENT OF CANADA

Via Air Mail Vancouver, B.C.
September 11th, 1943.

¢, Marchison, Esq.,
Director of Soldier Settlement & Veterans 'land Act,

OTTAWA, Ontario

Dear Sir: Re: S. Kinoshita
Z. Inouye

G.Y. Shoji

I have your letter of September 4th
ee with you that there is no difficulty about

transferring the lands back to the Director of Soldier
Settlement if the Japanese or the Custodian refund the
Thigs, however, depends on what the

money paid to them.
h the monies paid to him as purchase

Custodian does wit
rice. I antieipate that he will probably send the

P
money to the Japanese, but in any event the matter is
then beyond our control. However as long as the land

and agr

is not sold by the Director, The Veterans' ILand Act,
you eould reinstate under the Soldier Settlement Act
upon repayment of the purchase price, though I think as
a matter of law the Japanese is foreclosed as soon as
the land is sold by the Director of Soldier Settlement.

However the point may never arise

and if the lands are not settled in the meantime there
is always a bridge by which to retreat if circumstances

should alter.

Yours truly, —
: (o Lghoies DS

Legal Adviser.




Air Ma September 4, 1943,

andler,

Colonel
iperintendent,

C/o Distric

fancouver,
Dear Colonel Chandler,-

Se Kinoshita, 1-1085;
Ze Inouye, 1-1006;
GeYe Shoji, 1-1990,

Replyinz to your air mail letter of the lst instant, I may say
representatives of the Custodian are prepared to assizn the
administration of these properties to the Director of

1

the situation wil

188
be satisfactory.

we must avoid is any possibility of the C
negotiating a sale of these properties to any party oth
veterans' Land Acts I have in mind a

roperties which were included

Director of the
Barnet that a number of the
offer have already been sold to other parties.

Notwithsltanding Section 23 of the Veterans' Land Act, 1 do not
Ioresee any insurmountable difficulty if these lands are acquired now by
the Director of the Veterans' Land Act, and withheld from sale to any

three Japanese concerned is clarified,

otaer person until the status of the t
lLater on it may be decided to trans
Soldier Settlement upon receipt fro

fer the lands back to the Director of

A the Director of Soldier Settlement

and the Japanese or the Custodian of the amount disbursed by the Director
of the Veterans' Land Act., I believe this could quite well be done with
the approval of the Minister under Seetion €0y or if not, by an appropriate
Order in Council,

Will you please let me have your comments on the foregoing?
Yours very truly,

a5 LR i
//ké/; ".I'T!/ ‘/{‘/

.8

Director,
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'uren;aou, ESQe,
tor of Soldier Settlement

A A, Ontario

% Veterans'! Land ActT,

Re: S. Kinoshita.
Z. Inouye.
GeYe Shoji.

———— e il il Sl il

District Superintendent has shown me your letter to him
dealing with the properties of the above Japanese soldier

of August ?f‘th
not quite clear from your letter as to the procedure which

settlerse 1 am
you wish adopted.

The sale by the Custodian of the interest of the Japanese in

these properties to the Director, The Veterans 'Land Act, will in rough

figures result as follows:

Deloe 1085 - _".Wj_LleSl'lita,So A credit of ("‘:ZO0.00.
D.Le. 1006 = Inouye, Ze A credit of $2300,00,
Delie 1990 = Shoji, GeYs A debit of $2004,00,

The title to each of these properties is in the Director of Soldier
Settlement and a conveyance from him to the Director,The Veterans'Land
Act, is necessary to complete the purchase for lande The Custodian has
no 1e¢a1 estate whatsoever in the lands, He has merely the temporary

ownershlo of the tenancy at will (which is not a legal estate) held by

the Japanese under Section 31 of the Soldler Settlement Acte The Custodian,
ha.s the right to receive for the Japanese soldier selbtlers the
excess of the purchase price over and above the amount necessary to pay

off his debt to the Director of Soldier Settlement,

however,

From a legal point of view, and not considering any practical
difficulties, there is no difference between these Japanese soldier
settlers and any other settler who for some reason beyond his control
has to leave his Soldier Settlement farme. The Director simply terminates
the settler's tenancy at will if he wishes to take possession of the

land and administer ite.

If the lands are passed to the Director,The Veterans' Land Act,
by & conveyance from the Director of Soldier Settlement the situation is
quite simple for the Director,The Veterans'! Lend Act, who then holds the
land for the purposes and under the trusts placed upon him under the

Veterans'!




L s = ™ 4. -
urchison, Esqe. = Cont'de

- ® .

# - - _. . e -l-.
Veterans' Lend Acte In view of the express provision in that Act that land
isposed of to soldier settlers, the

acquired by the Director may not be d : >
‘hts of the Japanese soldier settler To any interest 1n

auestion of the rig _ o :
G settled. He has no chance of obtaining <the

the land in question is finally of ¢ '
¢ from the Director, The Veterans' Land AcT.

land or any part thereol
These are the simple facts in the case and you see the
difficulties that arise therefrom. If the sale to the Director, The
Teterans' Land Act is put through along with others, I am not clear from
ﬁour letter whether the monies in excess of the amount required to clean
an the debt to Soldier Settlement is to be retained by tThe Director of
Joldier Settlement or is to be paid to the Custodian. Like yourself, in
these three cases I am acting in a dual capacity and I do nov want the
Director of Soldier Settlement to be involved in any difficultTy because
of this salee. Mre Shears will probably feel that the surplus purchase
money must be paid to him; in that case these Japanese soldier settlers

are definitely foreclosed of their interest in the land,

T had in mind to treat these three cases differently from
the rest on the ground that the Custodian cannot make title to the Director,
The Veterans' Lend Acte The Order-in-Council does not take the land away
from Soldier Settlement. I proposed,therefore,to leave these three cases
undisturbed for the presente Mre. Crux and I have decided and roughly settled
on the form of a general conveyance to be executed by the Secretary of State
to the Director, The Veterans' Land Act, of the properties covered by the
list contained in the offer and acceptance, This conveyance will have a
schedule attached setting out a short land description of each parcel, the
name of the Japenese, the appraised value and the purchase price for each
individual parcel, The consideration of the whole will be $850,000. This
will show the fact that the Custodian agreed to sell these three properties,
along with the others, at a set purchase price, In fact the Custodian will
not be able to make title until such time as the Director of Soldier
Settlement agrees to convey the propertye. The completion of the sale could
then be left until such time as you had decided whether as Director of The
Veterans' Land Act, you proposed to take these properties over for tThe
purposes of that Act, or whether you preferred to deal with them under
the Soldier Settlement Acte. The question of taxes, insurance, and leasing
can, in the meantime, all be handled under the latter Act.

In any event, there is no hurry because I propose to leave
these three properties until the very last and there will be plenty of

time to decide what you wish to do,

lire Crux and I hope to get the general conveyance down to
the Justice Department by the end of this week,

Yours truly, |
,//(i{jrl;(i::?i c)—‘hh::a"t/‘

Legal Adviser,
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August 24, 1943,

L F g I.T. ;hrnot, ‘ : ‘
Districet Superintendent of Joldier Settlement,

Vangouver, B.C.

Dear ¥r, Darnet,-
I have carefully considered your letter of Aurust 18th with
reference to the cases of three Japanese soldlier settlers who have been
evacuated from the defence area,

There will be a probela of administration here if we do not
acquire these properties unde - the Veterans' Land Act, as otherwise the
adninistretion will be left in the hands of the vugstodian, and under his
autliority there will be nothing to prevent the farams from bein: sold to
any party he decides upon. It is believed advisable, therefore, that you
should follow routine procedure in these casea, The titles, while being
vested in the Custodian, are encumbered in favour of the Direector of
Soldier Settlement, to whom the appropriate chegues should be made pagable,
thus closing out Soldier Setilement accounts and administering these lands

under projeet accounts set up under the Veterans' Land Aet,

Careful note should be made on these project accounts that the

lands congerned were formerly held Dy Japanese soldier settlers and that
Do action is to be taken to dispose of them to any person until future

Government policy wit: respect to people of she Japanese rece is clearly

defined -

i an asking Wr. Rathwell to attach statemen:s to t is letter
showing the standing of the glaims of the Director at the present time and
the dalilymte of interest which will acerue.

I think, in fairnsss, these three Japanese soldier settlers
are entitled to be notified that while their properties are being dealt
with in the routine way under the agreenent with the Custodian and under
the authority of the Dominion Government, no action will be taken by the
Direetor of the Veterans' Land Act at the present time to dispose of their
farms, and that reesonable attentien will bde pald to their administration

in the meantime.

Tours very truly,




