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TOP SEGRET ‘Ottawa, September 23rd, 1044,

CABINET WAR COMMITTEE

A meeting of the Wan CQmmittee of ¥the
cabinet was held in the Privy Council Chambe it
on Saturday, September 23rd, 1944, at 10.30 &.m. et

- .

Present:

SR T A A

The Prime Minister (Mr. nMackenzie King),
in the Chair, | —— :
- The Minister of National Defence
(Mr. Ralston), " »
The Minister of Finance (lNr. Ilsley), ‘
The Minister of Transport (Mr. Michaud),
 The Minister of National Defence for °
‘Naval Services (MPV Macdonald) .

o o

-

The Under-Secretary of State for External
_Affairs (Mr. Robertson), (paras. 1-3),

The Secretary to the Cabinetl (Vr. Heeney),

Assistant Secretary (Mr. Baldwin). - o

‘Reggtriation and demobilization;rArmed Serviceé

L le The=Prime Minister, referring to =
discusSion’gt €Be two previous ﬁéé%ing;;’émphﬁ81Zéd“”fm‘“W*
the importance of following policles aimed &t the ===
maximum expansion of the national income. The ey
government felt that in such policies. lay the best
assurance of full and profitable employment for
~demobilized ex-Servicemen. = S R R R

\ : =
The urgent processes oI industrisrTo———

construction required the introduction of sub-
stantial manpower into productive employment,
without delay. No linister of Reconstruction
could succeed in the heavy task cormitted to him
under the new legislation unless personnel were
available for the immediate necessities of a
programme of recofiversion. : |

- Men sgrving with the forces ovgrsegs'
should be told that demobilization would be carried

BRI A a8 A Mara wonld.




“- mitted a recommendation to provide for the enlist- 5

L . | | G

existing law or their prompt employment
as and when discharged; :

(¢c) that the above would not, of cgurse,
interfere with the granting of leava.to § - =
General Service personnel to take civili

" employment pending discharge.

Enlistment of Canadian-bbrn Japeanese

i The Hinlster of Natlional Defence sub= =

ment of up to 300 Canadian-born citizens of Japanese

racial origin in the Canadian Army .

~_ Such personnel would be of considerable
value in the Pacific war.  Requests had already
been received from the U.K. and Au tralian govern= i
ments for thelr use as trahélatbfé‘éﬁd“in*otherm*'“mwwew~w~4f;f
special capacities. Treining would be carried out '
in & speeial centre and all volunteers would be
investigated prior to enlistment. =

Funds were available in the Army estimates .
to meet the approximate cost of $353,058, of which : ‘
$78,309 was non-recurring. : : '

An explanatory document nhad been circulated.

(National Defence memorandum, sepf.‘lg, .

5. The War Committee, after discﬂssioﬁ,*" 7‘ﬁt;jf
deferred decision upon the Minister's recommendation. By

canada-U.S. joint defence Erogecﬁs;
acquisition of Jesuit College onton

2

‘ 6 Thgksecretagz'submitted a recommendation o
from the Special Commissioner .for Defence Projects - =
in Northwest Canada, regarding disposition of the | &
Jesuit College, Edmonton, which was to be vacated S
by U.S. forces on September 30th. An explanatory o
document had been' circulated. Cho ey T

This property had been acquired by the | : lwgé
Canadian governmenﬁ'at a cost of $110,000, and had —
o e b ed—and—added—bo—substantially By — v T




