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on which there
+ of opinion
however, which should caus
rv little difficulty if we were prej
to divest ourselves of our racial prejudice
and look upon our Japanese Canadians as
k upe of our other many
grot however, we Insist,
would have us do, of thinking
a race apart, as something
lean as Hitler taught the people
iny to look upon the Jews, the
may prove difficult and give us
many to come
anada is a country of many nationali-
They have all done their bit to
up our country. That is as true ol
Japanese as it is of the Germans, [tal-
Finns, Bulgarians, Hungarians and
ianians. I have drawn attention to
the people of these nations because we are
at war with them as we are at war with
Japan. But we do not treat people of
German and Italian origin or the people of
any of the other nations with which we
are at war, in the way we treat those of
Japanese origin. With our population of
J rigin, once we were at war with
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The whole population of Japanese ori-
considered suspect. They were

removed en bloc from their homes and
their livelihood on the Pacific Coast to
locations in the interior of the Province.
Even today they are not allowed to move
from Province to Province without a per-
mit from the R.C.M.P. They are not al-
lowed to acquire real property, or to lease
property except for a limited period. The

Maclnnis is C.C.F ember fi Vancouver
the House of Commons and is co-author

recent pamphlet entitled, “Oriental Cana-
Outcasts or Citizens?” (See page 15)
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themselves understood the
d the resentment
ind gave almost complete co-operation A
eat deal of objection can and should be
taken to the way in which the Japanes
Canadians have been treated since and are
being treated now. They are all being
trcated as enem s to person
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aliens both :
and property although only a minority are
enemy aliens. If we are faced with a
Japanese Canadian problem, it is largely
of our own making and it cannot be solved
retrace our steps and deal with
of social justice devoid of

unless we
it on a bz
race T_...._.:.:p.,....

WJ__J

Jefore we decide how we are to solve

(Continued on Page 14)
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WHAT THE GOVE

By W. R

[

industr
others,

mill

which had been

taken not « nly

. Japanese race 1n
Canada suspected of disl wvalty to »_,.__._._..../
i against sections of a

that had shown inability or un-
llingness fto assimilate, or who had
ated our social institutions with lack
yreciation and contempt. This action

was taken against the total group of Ja-
residing in the coastal area.
undesirable that

apj

SO

was obviously
larg proportion of any immigrant group
should be concentrated in one part ot
Canada, nor can there be doubt that bad
judgment was shown on both sides iIn
the management of the Japanese language
schools on the Coast. There were several
solutions to the latter problem, had the
Governments of Canada and Great Britain
not been chiefly interested in avoiding

ingly into conflict with those of Japan.
F'he fact of population concentration can

be explained on grounds of Anglo-Saxon

exclusiveness, making necessary a more or
less compact association among the Japan-
ese as a race. The concentration of
Chinese business in Vancouver, for in-
stance, is even more concentrated than the
Japanese was, The dispersal of the Ja-
panese people has shown that we possess
no group of non-Anglo-Saxon origin more
capable of intermingling with the people
of our country, or better qualified to con-
tribute their share of work and effort,

than is the group of second generation
: :
Japanese who have gone east of the
7..:,,?:..1.

*Rev. W. R. McWilliams has spent twenty-seven

in Japan, much of which time was devoted

zing rural co-operatives. Since his re-

to Cana in 1939, he has been minister of

New We imster Japanese-Canadian Church

missionary ¢ relocation centre at
me, B.C
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DISCRIMINATION

The outstanding fact of the evacuatic
is the penalties that attach to the Japan-
ese because of their origin, as distinguish-
ed from German, Austrian or Italian
enemy persons. These penalties extend to
of work, location of residence and
work, supervision, wages, living conditions
et al. There is no escape from these re
strictions nor has any control been relaxed
forbidding persons of Japanese origin to
rent or own land in any province east of
the Rockies without first securing the per-
mission of the Minister of Justice and of
the Attorney General of the particular
province involved. A very recent excep-

H‘/ _;.7

tion to this rule provides that persons of
the Japanese race residing in areas out-
side B.C. may rent places for purposes of
residence or the carrying on of small busi-
ness, for periods of one month at a time,
not exceeding a total period of twelve
months. While insubstantial, this is cer-
tainly a relaxation which should be genu-
inely appreciated, since it is doubtless
an attempt to discover public reaction to

relaxation, and may lead to further re-

oup
Canagan

W1 Lailk
,,_.._,.L
alPral
11
their contenti
to tell the

gan that for ev Japanes ¢
. would pay the penalt That ende
T:._:..:_T but 1t ;L not CONCC ,L
the fact that these groug underste
for removal to be a strongly

basis 1
ized campaign oi owards

Japanese

Since the evac all .__.._,TZ §
been sold, al

white

.Z.J.._.,:_._._

perty, personal and real, has
:f.:r...__ ::1 ﬂ.:.._..:.“.ﬂ... stored ,/__:, the r.:a
todian, was entrusted to him on the con-
dition that he vas to protecuve
This has simply resulted in

of the suspicion that the

control only
a deepening
rcasons for the evacuation were frst of
all antagonism to the Japanese and sec-
ondarily but not really the problem of
curity Else why do we not now act dii-
ferently since security is no longer a prob
lem? ‘The argument used to explain the
forced sale of property is deterioration or
theft and, in the case of land, difficulties
of administration. But since the owners
of the property prefer themselves to ac-
the risks of storage and depreciation
since the sale of the farms to the
ldiers” Settlement Board leaves the
same Government with the full responsi-
bilities of administration, the argument
fails to carry conviction. It looks as
though it would be nearer the truth to be-
liecve that the methods in use are part of
a program intended to prevent the return
of the majority of the Japanese to the
Pacific Coast of B.C. The serious and con-
sequential interference with civil liberties
1s lost sight of in the interests of tem-
porary expediency.
'he reasons why the earlier restriction
over those who must dwell in the intern
ment camps are maintained is also a caus

for anxiety. To this hour there has be
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1s lost sight of in the interests of tem-
porary expediency.

I'he reasons why the earlier r strictions
over those who must dwell in the intern-
ment camps are maintained is also a cause
tor anxiety. To this hour there has been

wonder Japanest
tration
tment

our own to

in what were
ys during periods of depression

calle d _.:.—._

Japanese-Canadian Background
(( from Page 5)

comparatively
of the woman In
tioning obedienc

y ncluding distant
1V 'he status

lapan 1 and unquec
to a_.__..
1¢e wife and children

CLASH OF CULTURES
While justment to Canadian ways
has, in tl rst generation Japanese, been
only partial, it is on the second generation

that the suffering resulting from the clash
falls. Going to the same s¢ hools as other
Canadian young people, it 1s not till they

:E: School and seek work that the
. and social pressure is realized

one said, “You think of yourself as
Canadian until you come into competition
tor jobs Then too, they come into con-
flict with their parents, when the Nisei
demand the freedom which other young
Canadians enjoy.

WAR AND RELOCATION

Following pressure from certain groups,
the Government decided to move Japanese
Canadians from the coastal areas. On
February 27th, 1942 the British Columbia
Security Commission was formed and giv-
en responsibility for carrying out the
evacuation. The Japanese Canadians were
moved to relocation centres in British Co-
lumbia and further east, and later the
government allowed certain of them,
mostly Nisei, to tak up work TOSS
Canada.

Their property, registered with the Cus-
todian of Japanese Property, was either
operated by him or sold at his discretion.

AND NOW . ..
Thus the Japanese Canadians, first a

labouring immigrant group, mostly with a

very low standard of living, are now in

the second generation coming more and

more to accept Canadian ways, Canadian

standards of :1:3 and modes. As they
prosper, they want to maintain that stand-
ard of living and so the birth-rate falls.
[t may be that the distribution of the
“Nisei” across Canada will effect the as-
similation that has till now been largely
lacking. .

wsband and father is expected of

Page Seven




CITIZENS

ants
things;
portunity to
nditions like
wat they value
labor: to makec
:..—_..,, 1O
citizens of
school for their children and
radio, meetings, discus-
- to play their part 1n
as their abilities warranted
simple demands indeed
are an offer They are an ofter to
their share in building the commun-
itv and creating opportunity, for them-
selves and others
CIVIL LIBERTIES ,
That is the nature of Civil Liberties.
They are the freedoms that citizens must
be given if they are to be citizens and not
just slaves. If a man is to find out and
work heartily at the job he is fitted for,
he must be allowed to try, to obtain, to
move: if he is to use his mind creatively
he must be given information, and so on.
The list can be made long but it can be
summarized very briefly. Civil liberties
are those liberties which a man — every
man or woman — must have to be a free
citizen in a free state. Freedom of speech,
freedom of the press, freedom of associa-
tion are the ones most freely spoken of
recently but they are not the only ones.
Freedom from attack, when i1nnocent,
freedom to move and own property and
use it as a citizen should are even more
basic; we speak of them less frequentl
perhaps because they are more taken for
ranted. These are rights we have taken
from large number of Japanese Can-
wdians. Why are they so important?
They are important — indeed vital —
to democratic society because they are
both its roots and its fruits. Government
can go on without them. Many govern-
ments do and find it easier. But not dem-
ocratic government, and Canada wants

*Dr. W. Jarvis McCurdy is Associate Professor
of Philosophy at the University of Toronto
1 _member of the Council of the Toronto
Liberties Association.
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[emocrats Do we want the
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we willing to feed the

arc
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And whom . .
Technically large numbers of the
ese Canadians are citizens Do
them to contribute their part and receive

chare or not:’ For they
. glaves, one OI the
country individual k

their
citizens or
1 democratic ‘ :
will not take the place ol thesc
rights ; we must choose whether we

to breed ignorance, incompetence and a
tagonism, or citizenship. Resentment of
injury, fear and distrust cannot, ::..:_ﬁ..ﬂ
loudly we promise Or command, buil
confident, eager learners and .‘_::_‘:::.;,
to our democratic cause d/n best they n
only breed passive obedience; at worst
:_n.‘,. raise H:._.:T.;. enenues, We must
recognize further, that we are doing this
not only for a little group ot a tew thou-
sand, but that like the weeds allowed to
grow in one corner of a garden, such evils
spread and infect A._:F. rest) ] cannot be
confident about society s treatment of me
if I see it treating my friend and neigh-
bor unfairly, and without that confidence
my worth to the society and myself are
neutralized or negatived. We recoenize
of even our enemies: “We must either
exterminate them and hope to forget
our act — or we must make them into
world citizens. We cannot continue to
treat them as enemies and expect them to
act as friends.” How much more true is
this of those who have not acted as our

enemies, but by all the objective evidence,
as our friends? An enemy expects to be
treated as such. Peace may be made with
him. A f{riend does not, and unless

make all possible haste to show by act
that we do not intend to treat him as an

enemy, we cannot convert him: gr

Fa

(Continued on Page 12)

JAPANESE MADONNA
A Soliloquy

pealing ou
dow
vericd
s¢ervicc
The auditorium 1s
two hundred
._:,_‘.... #_...:.
hear
d come <now through
the samue ] an who has put them in
this plac My God, such faith! Per-
haps out of this group will spring a re-
birth of the Christian faith: 1t took forti
tude to be a Christian for it meant
the catacombs: takes the same forti-
tude for these _:,.._..T to be Cl stian 100,
their Christianity . world
shaking!
I don’t believe I've ever heard the story
of “The Other Wise Man” told so beau-
tifully. They listen attentively too. Now
thev're drawing aside the stage curtain.
What a beautiful creche, but more than
that, what a beautiful madonna! It's a
Japanese Madonna! Isn't it funny, sub-
consciously I'd always thought of Jesus
as white or at best an olive, for He was
a Jew. Could have been Japanese just
as easily. I wonder whether it would
have made any difference. 1t doesn’t seem
to have helped our attitude to the Jews
at all. I remember seeing a Chinese ver-
sion of the Christmas story where all the
folks were Chinese. Why not? Rather
shocks one’s pride, doesn’t it? 1 wonder
if 1t 1sn’t that very thing in us that
makes our world so i1ll. It's very subtle,
it’s there and our action and thinking are
sometimes guided by it when we are least
willing to admit it. 1 suppose that's what
really accounts for the way we've been
treating these people so that they are
afraid to move east to “freedom”:; afraid

because they don’t know how to trust us
any longer; afraid because they'll be the

*A conscientious objector now teaching

the Japanese evacuation centre at Tashme




June llth, 1lYy4v.

Scott,

Mr. N.W.
South,

1205 = 8th Avenue
Lethoridge, Alta.

Dear Wes:
I have raised with the advertising committee

in Teronto the guestion of an advertisement in the Japanese
canadian newspaper "The New canadian" and they vm+w me that we

will probably have & half page add in a vnoumkmowpos issue. We
could not afford to buy this advertising but it 1s belng donated

by the editors o1 the paper.
Regarding the Japanese Canadians, &s you

appointed to deal with theilr claims
ssion of land and property when they

know a Royal commission was
That Commission has been

arising out of the disposse
were evacuated from British columplae.
11 undoubtedly make

examining each individual case and wi
recommendations oi' how much, if any,

entitled to in respect of the sale of his propertye.
commission was appointed on July &9, 1947 and the Royal
is Mre. Justice Henry I. Bird of the British Ccolugbia Superme (Courte

compensation each person is
The Royal
Commissioner

I am told by Department of Labor oificlals Lwiat
Ly compleiLed by Lhe end oi
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oL wilh respect 0 wne Japanese are on vagir obuain.n
Luruiaer
on wneir

liceuses ia vhe 11,C. coastal waters.
WUC'.-P’ :P—. f\h.

reswrict.ons on their wovewent wiuvhin
4L UIiG4asn r.\C.—.rﬁt.—\...&-_l

: Your wire arriveu this soran.ng too lale Lo
Tch¢we e Lo el Lhe exacl inuormaiion irom Labor Department offices
(whleh had already closed)on cxactly whal lhe (ishing liceuse
«d0Nns are in pH.Ce.

Fesurli
I aw enclosing a copy or the Huansard I hink

Yours sincerely,

Lorne In_ le,

HeSearci Secre VEBI'Y e
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McGILL UNIVERSITY
November 13, 19456

MONTREAL

Miss Billy Tamura,
c.C. F. Headquarters
68 Sparks St.,
Ottawa
Dear Miss Tamura:
ding the
Throu Miss Henmi 1 have received your note regar
issue of dmw Canadien Japanese, and 1 hope that this reply will
be delivered to you in sufficient time to be helpful for your
purposes.
First of all, let me demolish one or two nétions which both
A have about the methods of signing
There was not, as far as 1 have

the Japanese and non=Japanese
for return to Japan.
fair about the way in which
h time for me to lay out the

people up
to establish, anything un
hat in any such psychological
such as the missionaries

been able
it was done. It would require too muc
evidence for that. What happened was 1t
atmosphere, both the Japanese and hakujin, -
and newsmen, would draw the conclusion that it was the government's
inténtion to return all and send all to Japan. There was, 1 believe,
some reason to suppose that administrators did not take sufficiently
into eccount the depth and force behind the worries and suspicions
of the Japanese and the willingness of some newwpapers in Vancouver
to interpret what was done in terms of their own goals.
say that uowmawwmwmwﬂ
considered, ,On

I am of the opinion that Canadians would
was unfair, not due to the way that repatriation was
the basis that all of the conditions since December, 1941, have been
weighed against the Canadien Japanese and that the Cabinet has been
influenced considerably meme by the anti-Japanese agitators. One of
the reasons for this has been that the reaction which is now
developing is a very badly delayed reaction, and if i%¥ had come several
years agb, there is reason to suppose that the Cabinet would not have

let itself in for what it has so far. A few points along this line
will perhaps support this general point of view.
l. The government has tried to pursue a dispersal and resettlement

progrem while at the same time political facts have made it
follow a policy which has handicapped this. Thus, restriction
on property rights, that is purchasing and leasing, on travel
and so on have all held this up.

2. The government has been very slow and lax in settling the
segregation and repatriation scheme. This should have been

pursued more vigorously right after Aug., 1944, when the
Prime Minister made his speech. ot




L)
- .

This hes given an opportunity for bitter opposition to
develop. Just as importantly, it has kept all Japanese
unsettled so that the resettlement scheme and those who
have resettled feel very much unsettled. This is one

of the conditions

of the factors which is definitely part

weighted against the Japanese.

ot been settled. This court
29-30, 1944. There

3. The property issue has n
horson on May

case was heard by Justice T
has been no decision.
In these respects, it would probably
government to appoint some kind of a ¢
grievances, even if the decision is aga
But the delay very obviously looks politica
and indicates clearly that even Canadian citizens cannot
get any kind of action from & high court of justice. 1

part of the overall situation

should think that this delay is
which weights things against the nihonjin.
d exist and certain things

but there has been no

t+ to support and
All orders in

ace" .

be important for the
ommission for hendling

inst the Japanese.
1 in character,

4. It is true that a war emergency di
are tolerable under such conditions,

f the Canadian governmen

adian citizenship.

effort on the part o
"members of the Japanese T

meintein the principles of Can
council have been in terms of

f having local governments

within the city limits has

Thus the very serious condition O

decide who may or may not reside

come into operation. I note in the Edmonton Journal that

Alberta-born Japanese, who were not evacuated and who have

never lived in British Columbia, have to secure permission

from the city council before they can ettend any kind of

school within the city limits. This whole procedure is

contrary to Canadimn law and the spirit of Canadien Jjustice,

but local administrators are becoming accustomed to such
over into other things

things, and it is very easy to slip

with other peoples.
6. In view of the fact that conditions are &as they are at the
of the loyalty commission

I believe that the appointment
The Prime Minister should eppoint & body with

present time,
those who certainly need to be repatriated,

is now too late.
adequate authority for:

ea. Repatriating
such as some of the issei and nisei at Angler;

b. Re=negotiations with Alberta for final settlement of
of residence mdﬂ.bﬁ

local authorities;
d. Planning for the unemployable but dependent;
e. Dissolution of the Interior Settlements.

those in the sugar-=beet areas;
c. Rescinding the rule of determining right

There are other items to be taken care of, but I thihk

you will see
wumd in general very few people :bmoumamﬁm why the repatriation issue
s so serious., In addition to the above, it permits British Columbia

to initiate a line of development which 1 _
of Canadian life. o5 4 oonwwwwwwwnwwmwmwamﬁdpwm
b




What About the
Japanese Canadians ®

King George reviews Japanese-American Soldiers in Italy

by
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, sters 1 »acific combat areas. Obvio o
\ mericans, as interpreters in Pacil xCH usly thev
the British forces, fon even

re needed now 1n Burma and ..5.__:.,.?, e s

,_. st Japanese soldiers commit sulc ide rather than surrender. o
10K « « : : . . .

_ _.: ner taken alive is sufficient to reveal valuable information

~u_ S0 F i

In answer to a question by Mr. __/:.n:,. ./_n_::?.:./.__. ./_L.:r,_::,_
King revealed 1n the House ol A.q:_.::::,. :._.:. Canadian-boyy
_.:r_::_i. have been re ruited for wai T:._:_..;J:.___H __:. request of
Britain and other Commonwealth governments. Why are they

being enlisted? s :
If the Canadian Army authorities are planning to _r:_::r:,.

in the war with Japan, they must be training white Canadians

use the ?T.‘::..ﬁ,_.r:_.r_::_:.ﬁ.. But no matter how hard our boys may
hey cannot expect in a short time to speak fluently ,3nq

study, the) .
understand readily so difficult a language as Japanese. The ol

reason ._.:r.::..,;..ﬁ:::::::: have not m:.r.:. taken into our arm
with a few exceptions is race _:,c,_.:::.“ .:. we take them into the
army, we have to give them full rights as citizens.

The military minds of Great Britain and United States are
neither concerned at the moment with racial problems, nor are
they obscured by race prejudice. They are intent on winning the
war, and they are using Japanese-Canadian and Japanesc ../::..._,_:::
soldiers because the results have been justified.

Incidentally, it speaks pretty well for the loyalty of those
Japanese-Canadians who are entering British armies abroad that
the treatment they have suffered the past three years has not made
them unwilling to fight for the Empire |
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The children have been the greatest _,:._:n.__,._..,. . I'he segregation
of the relocation centres has meant a maximum of Japanese __,:ET
influence, and a minimum of contacts with s::c.. especially white
children. For three years these A._:_;.,.c:. 7:.:_ in A.:::L:.. have
been denied chances that other Canadian children have enjoyed.
Educational facilities have been ,:::F,c:m:.c and in some cases
unbearably expensive. :w O~.mzm.~.c..rm, for instance, the Japanese
children were at first denied admittance to the local school. Later

they were admitted on the payment of fees. From 1944 the finan.
cial assistance lent by the British Columbia Security Commission

was withdrawn, and the fee has been $5 per child per month. If
the fee were overdue, the child was. not allowed back. One father
had four children, and had to pay $20 monthly. On December
22nd the School Board presented a bill for $185 for 37 public school
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B. C. Japanese
Put Up for Sale

From Our Own

ANCOUVER.—Whethe Canad:
will permit Japanese lo live within
her bol after the war 1s.an 1ssue

that probably will settled
| Hirohito's empire has been de-

not 1

Y

1ada meanwhile is tak-

eps to eliminate the Jap prob-
British Columbia.

custodian of
govern-

property

westl coast

cting through the
encmy alien property, the
ment disposing of all
owned by Japanese in tl

province. The houses they occ pied
in ancouver and other tal
arecas, the stores they operated, and
the farms they cultivated, are gradu-
bein sold, just several
go their fishing boats were

1S

das

ally
months
transferred to other hands.

In a few months, while British Co-
lumbia will continue to have some
18,000 Japanese within her borders,
practically all of them in special
camps and settlements far in the in-
terior, they will be virtually dispos-
sessed. They will, of course, receive
payment for their property, but'there
will be no easy return to them to the

ouses, Stores
by Government

Correspondent
homes and occupations the had be-

fore Japan went to war with Canada.

A good many British Columbians,
including outspoken members of the
Legislature, hope that these sleps
will make it easier for Canada to |
ship all the Japanese back to the
Orient after the war.

It is argued that the Japanese have
living standards, and that
they have created a serious socialog-
ical, economic and political prob-
lem in British Columbia.

If the Japanese in Canada were
scattered throughout the various
provinces and not conce 1trated on
t west coast, British Columbia

the
would have less to worry about, but
here ar

the majority of people
determined to see that the racial
issue is not permitted to rise again
Regardless of this sentiment, there
will obviously be a dclicate pr
for legislators and diplomats in find
ing a way of returning to Japan th
thousands of Japanese in Canada
who were born in this country and
do not speak the language of the
forefathers.
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