420 Faelfie Building,
Yenoouver, H.l.,
Tab. 19th, 193E.
T tigh Gal eilers

" - - - AND WOW, WEAT WEET?!

Te do net doubt thet this guestlon hes Besn uppermost in rour miads
piree resding in the press thet the long-scught leglslaticn hae racaived the
sporoval of the Govermment. Yee , it 1s new law, =---good law.

Briefly expleimed, the legigletion to which we reder is nemely:

"¥ggd Frodusts Minimas Loss Ast” ,which atates thet it de unlesful
for any Eoteiler to offer for aole, sell or keep for sals in the Frovince of
Britigh Columbia, any fopd product =t e priss less than flve percentum sbave
. the coat of the oame to the Rakeiler.

"0gpt" mesns the purchese or involce price, plus cost of renspor—
tgtion from the plece of purchase to the Reteller's place of btueinees snd
Plus cugtows snd excles duties snd salee tax, if any.

The purposz of this Act 8 not to guavantec the Retellsr e comf or=
table profit, ss no Government would paes gach lagielation, It s for the
purpase, homever, of preventing the sale of food products at lese then cost
snd primerily, to perait of theoae enzaged in the dlgtritation of food pro—
guets to oless thelr own house with the minimum of Ooweroment interference.

frommodlitiee Betell Sales Aot desls with sll commoditles and males
it sn affence for eoy Fetailler to sell any articla om which tha Wanufaciurar
kag pet ¢ reteil price at lees then auch stipulated prica.

Soctlon © of the above Aet vesds as Tollews:—='Every person violat-
ing the provieions of this Act ahell e gailty of en offance and shell to
lisble on sommery comvietien, to a peneliy not sxceeding Five Handred Dallars."

Thils 4t pas obsolutely mecessary %o have & penaliy in the Acta in
orier bo easura thelr enforcement, it 18 not the intentlen of the Beteil Mor-
ehante! Azseeiatisn to ressrt to ench method until after mll means of co-op—
eration heve been exhausted.

To have besm checking carafully the sdvertisspente in the Teaccaver
pepers,; end our Grocers! Exscutive is indeed very highly plessed with tha
cheEnge that has telen plage. Meny, many lines of food prodncts that formerly
}ad been used sa "lops leadera" have been graduslly brought iato line sod
while of conree there pre scme excaptiona, nevarthelase, 1t 1s troe to aay
pensldaring the length of time the et hes basn in aef feet, thet the gbser=
venes of same has been poeitlvely mervelloss.

Ir connectlon with other commoditise on which m retail price hes
Bean named by tha Menufasturer, these ave 2lso gradoally comdng into line and
inqpiries from meny Manafpoturere reveal Lhey are indesd pppreciative of this
lepinlation, ap withoot 1t they did not feel juatified in teking the risl of
mprEeting their prodact oo a price meintaloed Deele.

1% 1s guite svident there 18 o misunderetanding regarding the two
Acks. Plonpe remembsr thet "Faed Frodocts Minimum loss Aot®, which prohibliis
the snls of faod profucts at less then %% ehove cost, in confiped exelusively
to food produghs. A= wa gain experience we can than more intelligently widan
the goope to tekm in other commodities by escuring an smand=ent to the Act ot
the naxt Sitting of the Legialature.

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 1994-958-1-1-7a
Wil Nikkelmuseum.org



i

It 15 elsimed by some that thle leavee 20 gpportumity for the fepturing
of okher thea Tood aommodltles af prices belsw copt snd this 1s certrinlyr ad-
aikkgd. e pre act brying to dasl witk 811 the problems of reteilins =t one
tima, bot if zood judgment ie used eni co—operstion secured with the micismm of
prosecufion, the Banafits ta the reteil trede and to Cemsnmers end Profucers
alep, will e so =vident thet ma will hove po difficulty iu heving athey comma-

dities iuclnded rt g loter date.

*oomatities Betell Seles Act® desls with' =1l soemoditlas, end soy srticls
on which the Henufaptursr hes seb @ mainteined price muet b sold sabjecht to its

provl sian.

1t ig recognized thet whils many Wapmfactirers EIata it boo theis
policy, yet la the nhsenca of legislstion they ara et vary cggreseive in reguir-
ing their policy be stsorved, (m the other hend it 1s felt, howmwar, thei ooms
retailers heve found themsalves averatccked with some of this merchendiea and he—
couse of fowmer prectice of unlosding a% eoy price =t aor tima, heve been doing
gheir very utiost to get their st ook infg shape.

Inmeaach ss reasonable time hoe slopeed ta porndt of this, it ig fely that
from now ta, eny claim for further sonpideration cennot e justified, =nd if @
Retsller has any prics meintained ocoomodity oo hand, then certeinly he ouet
shaorve ks Merufactures's polley end sea thet the retell price ie mainteined.
The Aot is go worded g to melm it an offence for any ove to eell st retell
guch an sréiele pnder any schems which would eontrevens the Aet. FPlesse aobe
the word "comaodl by® mesns any article for ssle st ratall.

dor rezerding "Food Frodueots Hinimuem Loas Amt" +hich deale caly —ith food
profucte, sus Exooutives hove hesn ceeting slmost pontimmonsly daring the last
four wealss gotting up the DEoes=aTy spehiterr to acgure the mexlouam resulis

throush & co-operative plan.

4 specipl mecking of representative Manafacturers and Thalesalors mes call-
ad with our Grecers! Executive and fhe plen laid before thems It wae wnenimons=
1y spproved =nd a special Coomdttes representlog Hanufactorers end Wholeaelers
was sppointed to sct with the creserdl Executlve, Lo copstltute a Joint Gopmittes,
1t Being wnderstoed however, thaet the Eetpll Merchanta' Assceistion would carry
on the necesssry detail, snd Tunctiem on hehalf of the Betallers of the Provinoe.

A tantptivs tmdzet wag submitted Lo the Casrittes, vhich wes epproved in
principle. It was very svidant that if the cerimam resulie ware to be mecured,
additiomal finenoial sasiskazce Lo thet provided oy the retail trede mas mecdss
gary. (mr Ixecubives recsgnized 1t wes oar respaneibility to relse Tonde from
the Eetaileee bat the difficulby of meldng the cellections wag very evidant.

I+ wap Telt by our Frecutive that our Tholepelara end Hesufscturore were
ales intorseted in our Erogret, and if et smy time eny retailer doubted g,
perteinly there can be no Justification for thimring that wey new. Toe fellon-
ing firms, nemely, Eally Douglas & (p.Lkd., T.H. Malkin Go., Ltd., and ¥nodonald's
Consolidetnd Ltde, are centributing Five Himdred Dollars R_mca.nom proll to oy
gampaiz, Tor the purpoes of ghpring in the recent sxpenditure in commpctlon with
par logisletion ané toward the fund oecessery to pEsguately render tha gervica
thet w11l be necessery ino connectlon with pprrring on the potivitics resulting

from aemg.

In sddition to thig they are esliciting funds from the Mamufecturers 4= Jur
bohelf, s2d o lotter hea been sdirosesd to each imanfacturer raquestlng thet he
meks hip coniriiution either dirsct ko eor office or ta any one of the thves
Frolessle Tousps. They alsd aro requesting their trevellere, who heve boem SUg-
plied with oificlel receipt beoks to scliecit sontributione on our behald from ra-
tedilers nos= pleces of business pre loe=tad outslda the centres whero gur ol

Gommi thaes sre werking.
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The Qomerciel Travellers are so whole=heprtedly wabind this legislation and
pertioalarly this plan of co-oppration, thet unaclicited they decided to call &
Maps Wectipz of pll Comercial Trevellers, regerdlese of thelr affilistioms, inm
the bellr=ac: of the Beorgia Hotel on Thuraday eveming, Felbruery 17h. They have
invited me to pddress them to =xplain the leglslation snd our plens of putting
game into effect, s they cen cerry & dlrect message from this office og 1t 1=
both Famenly end financislly lmpossible for me ta justify snother tour of the Pro-
vimca 1n srdsr to snewer the inguirles which the reteil trade 1 enxlous to mele
et thie tice.

Taun will e interested in kmooing that s & rmasult of the leglelation secur-
od in British Colushia, Betailers in otber Provinces ip Cenade sre nod Eeiting
together to securs similer probection.

Alterts ie calling ite Betoilars together to meet in Seseion on Fabymary 2lst
ani 22ad. Menitoba has rired us for information snd aa efiort ig belng mede there
to get the Seteilers togather to ewpport this move. Omterlo is eslling meetings
in verioos peinte To b knewn as Food Producte Cemventioms, for the purposs of Zo-
ing thoroughly into our legislatien, sith 8 +vlew of developing some wifh their
Pravincisl Goveroment.

Fithin thm leat forty—eight hours we heve raceived s wire fram pur Dominmian
Pregident, eslling a Dominieon Gomvention im the City of Ottawa, ai whlch all Fro-
yinces in Cenpds will be represented, for the purpose of deciding on e Fatlanel
poliey for the Retmil Herchenta' Assocciaticn.

fur appeal to the Hetailers of this Province went oaf just befors Christmas
and me have had mony write us since the beginning of the year explaining they
ware busy nt thek time but are new forserding their contributlons. A list of all
contributors since the first of the year ig now being compiled and w1ll appsar in
gur megazine, "The B.0. Fetailer. Te eequire to ralss from the Retailers at
lerat an additionnl $2500.00, snd unless we do you conmot receive the Daximm= re-
solts from ymr legielation. If you have ngt almesdy forwerded your cemtribution,
and we pek for ¢ minimum of $2.00, plesps do @o immediately direct to our affica,
Pacific Imilding, Venconver.

Ber just ona word to mny whe may have become & lithle impatient because every
retail institution of B.C. hes not imoedistely brought all thelr pricee into 1ine.
Plesge dan't forget we kove besn g good many yosrs getbing into this rotten ness
and sny =tve to get oot of it too quickly, would couss a wary gerioms resction for
ahich the reteil trede comld pey very dearly. We must not bresk faith itk thoss
whe made possitle this leglslation, me it ses caly confidence in our Orgsnizatlion
and the belie? thet we would desl reseomably with it thet Juetified thoee in suth-
orlity glving thelr whole-hzarted suppart to this leglslation in nemdng the Hetail
Merchents' Asscoietlon me 8 medium through which the Aeck may functlon.

¥y 1 soy, too, that this is no time for anymue, regardless of his political
affilistion, to relse any doubt ms to the eincerlty of the Mambere of the Legis—
lature in peseing thess acts, 8e all perties smbscrilbed ta them and pincerely too.
Thia legislation wae never pasead to suaractée the ratail trede & hendscme profit.
That isn't the coty of Government. The purpose of the leglsletion is to eliminate
those prectices that ape detrimental to the Consumer, Producer, nnd Betailer, snd
if ever an Act of Farliswent received conscientious suppert, theess twe Acts did.

They sre aow in force ond the reasso for oar petting up Frovinciel Commlitees
in asch 01ty throaghout the Provines wes to creata the necessary mechinery in viem
of thig lesislstion. Om and sfter March lst a Comuittes from our Grocers' and
Megat Dealsrs'! Mvisione will carafully check advertisemante and cur Investigation
Department 7ill then deal with sema. How if you do not immedietely find & correc=
tlon in eome item thet mey be out of 1ine, pleass do not conclude thet nothing in

telng data.

Yoars wary traly,

HL&N&A.& 29 g

Geeratary,
British Columbia Board,
GEM P foteil Herchants! Amen. of Opnnds.
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