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The phrase "the Commissicn™ in this report refers to the
British Columbia Security Commission up to February 1943,

and after that date refers to the Commissioner of Japanease
Flacement and his staff.)
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INTRODUCTORY

z. JAPANESE REGISTRATION AND STATUS IN 1941

The Japaness in Canada wers registersd by the Royal Can-
adian Mounted Police, starting in March 1941, under Orderas-in-
Couneil P.C., 117 and 9760, and by the end of the ysar the reg-
igtration stood as followas:

Lags in Japa Balanae

REGISTERED children Adults in Canada
Canadian born 63EB 44 29 6255
Nat. Canadimns 7483 543 48 6892
Jap. Nationals 10700 B96 128 9676
U.8. Citizane 14 - - 14
£4525 1485 205 22887

In thise registration, the children under sixteen years of
age were listed under the nationality of their parents, eo that
totale do not give an accurate picture of the number who are
Canadian-born, Naturalized Canadian, and Japanese National. A4All
children who reach the age of sixztesn years are required to regis
at onece with the Royel Canadian Mounted FPolice,.

The official Dominion census of June 1941 gave the follow-

ing totals: Canadian bora - 14,119
NHaturalized Canadians =~ 3,159
Japanese Nationals - 5,924
United Statea Citizens - £2
TOLRYL v s smrs e hass i &

Particular attention 1s drawn to the discrepancy between
these two sete of statistics which were compiled for different
purposes and the explanation given above for this discrepancy.

The census figures indicate that 43.4% were female and
56.6% were male, The breakdown by ages, according to the census,
was as follows:
MALE FEMALE

children (up to 19) 39% 50%
Youths (£20-34) 234 24%
Middle Aged (35-59) 31% 254
0ld (60 and over) i p i
100 zooi

Source: Mikkei National Museum, 1996-159-06
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Of the Japanese in Canada, almost 22,000 were settled in
British Columbia, the great majority of whom were rasident along
the Britigh Columbie coast and up the Fraser River Valley.
Approximately half lived in the eities and large townse. They
ware concentrated inm:

{(1)Fishing along the coastal waters of southern British Columbia
and Vancouver Island, with the related ocecupations of cannery
work and boat-building.

(2)Logging and mill work along the British Columbia coast,

{3)Growing vegetables and small fruits along the Fraser Valley.

{4)Miscellansous small businesses and pecupations in Vancouver
and Vietoria, such as restaurants, dry-cleaning and talloring,
grocery and fruit stores, gardening, and domestlic service.

There is evidencs to show that in the two decades before
1941 the number of gainfully-employed Japanese in the fishing
and lumbering industries of British Columbias declined, with a
gcorresponding increase in the number in agriculture and manu-
facture, The 1941 Census reveals the following:

BRI1ITISH C0OLUMBIA

Percentage of gainfully-employed Japanese, 14 years and over.,

(n) compared to total {t) according to dist-
gainfully-employed ribution in various
in various industries industries

FiehiDBssssssnnnnnesssssssns 15!0* 15.5;
Lumberingssssssssssnssnsases 5!15 E'Ei
LabOUTr®TrBsccsssscsscsssnssss Bu.l% 14.7%
kgriunlturl....;.........4-- 3;5* 15.5;
ManufactUur® sessncssssssnnnns 355* 15'**
Tradd.cscsssssssansssnassnsis ao‘i Bi‘*
S-rfiﬂ..--toilll-!tii--iiiil lﬂa‘ 12;9$
Transp. & Communication.... 2.9%
GClorical,cssssnsss 2'1*

industrieB.ecessssasas . . Mise., 2,2

(Comparable figure 1931..... 5.9%) IUE.Ei
During the same period between the wars the average Jap-

aness family in British Columbia was approxzimately four persons,

and the birth rate was at or below the Occidental level. By the
eensus of 1941, the Japanese wers divided as follows:

Male Female
Bingle 51; EB;

Married Z6% z8%
Widowed, Divorced & Separated 2% 4%

1007 100%

gIikhﬁfhﬁunﬂhhﬁ&um.HHIL1&&D?
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Many of the older Japanese, who had been in Canada thirty
or forty years, were by 1941 still nnassimilated in the Canadian
community. ©Such men and women, living on farme and in fishing
villages, usually among thelir own kind, had little incentive to
adapt themselvee to Canadian life and customs. In this they
recgembled other small immigrant groupe in various parte of the
Dominion.

A coneiderable number of children were taken or sent back |
to Japan to live with relatives and go to Japaness schools for 1
periods varying from ome to twelve years, When war broke out,
1,500 of theses children were still in Japen. These Eibei, who
number perhaps 10% of the Japanese Canadians, are the most diffie i
group to deal with in many ways., Some childrenm were sent to i
Japanese language schools after regular school hours. |

The Canadian-born Japanese (Niseil), especially thoee broughtf-
ap in the eclties and larger towns, for the most part learned only
spnough Japanese to converse with thelr parents, unless they were
among those sent to Japan for part of their education. It is of
ipterest to note that, according to the census of 1941, only 12.5
of the Japanese speak neither English nor French, the two offiela
languages in this country. Their desire for education 1s keen, a
illustrated by the following table from the 1941 census:

YEARS OF SCHOOLING JAFANESE
male
E-F

O=4
5=8 41%
g9-12 224

Hale

2B

44%

23%
13 and more b 4
i _todt
The Nisel have been sducated in Canadian schools and univer
sities; they have accepted Canadian habite and bellefs. Some of

i I their leaders, as in the case of other raciaml minorities, have don
| wall in various fislds of industry, commerce and scholarship.

In Britigh Columbie the Japanese, along with other oriental
who have British citizenship, did not have the franchise in Prov=-
incial and Dominion elections (#). &lso, by Frovincial Statute
{suspended early in 1943 by Dominion Order-in-Council) they were

| not allowsed to work in lumbering operations of British Columbia
Crown timber limits, There were certain other restrictiomns on
their sntrance into a few oceupations and professions.

[ # An amendment to the Dominion Elections Act was introduced by the
Secretary of State and passed by Parliament in July, 1944, which
hae the effect of withholding the Federal franchise for the durati
of the war from persons of Japanese ancestry who have been evacuat
from the protected areme and are now living in provinces east of
the Rockies,

Source: Nikkei National Museum, 1996-159-08
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Ti. THE EVACUATION FROM PROTECTED AREAS BY THE BRITISH
- COLUMBIA SECURITY COMMISSION

The story of the evacuation has been fully outlined
in the report "Hemoval of Japanese From FProtected Areas"”
govering the period March 4th to Cetober 3lat, 1942, and
prepared by the staff of the British Columbia Security Commission
before the end of 1942,

The evacuation, originally intended for enemy aliens
only, was widened t¢ inelude all perscns of Japanese ancestry.
An exception was made for Eurasions, Japanese married to
persons of other races, and Japanese in hospitals, prisons and
asylums. Thess were, with their children, only a hundred or
80 in number, and were given parmission by the Miniaster of
Juatice toc ptay.

The remainder, approximately 21,000, were avacuatsd
from the protected areas between March 1942 and March 1943
by the British Columbia Security Commissicn with the assistance
of the Royal Canadlian Mounted Police. Their real property and
chattels were vested in the Custodian of Alien Froperty for
protection and management.

The primary funetion of the British Columbia
Security Commission was, in the words of Order=-in-Council
F,0C. 1665 "to plan, supervise and direct the evacuation from
the protected areas™ and to "provide for the housing, feeding,
care and protection™ of such evacuses.

That this difficult task was done efficiently,
fconomically and quietly in the couree of 8 or 10 months is
& real tribute to the members and offieciale of the British
Columbia Security Commission,.

By COetober 1942, with the exception of a couple of
Bundred persons in detention and in the Tuberculosis Hospital
8t Vancouver, persons slated for evacuation had laft the
Protected areas approximately as follows:

8,000 - went through Hastinge Park Clearing Centrs to
Interioer Housing Centres.

3,600 from Freser Valley went to Alberta and Manitoba

; sugar beet work

3,500 went directly from homes to Interior Housing
Centres

3,000 left voluntarily to self-supporting projects
and employment

2,150 - went to road camps in British Columbia and
Ontario

750 went to interpment in northern Ontario

21,000

- Nikkei Mational Museurn, 1996-159-09




Housing Centres - The Commission's responsibilities
included the care of over 12,000 Japaneses who were not
self-pupporting in the transition pericd., There ware

many sick and aged people, and the families of internees
and men in road camps also had to be looked after. Other
thousands were unable or unwilling immediately, for a
variety of reasons, to take up a new life in the interior
of British Columbia or East of the Rockies, Some, perhaps,
had the hope of an early return to the Coast.

For these people the Commiseion provided, as soon
as possible, housing and all other community services in six
o0ld mining towna in the interior of British Columbia: —
Greenwood, Slocan City, New Denver, Hosebery, Sandon and
Eaglo, Two completely new towns were established on leased
land in the antummn of 1942 for the last evacuess at Tashme,
B.C. (near Hope) and Lemon Creek, B.C. (near Slocan City).
The construetion and renmovation of buildings was accomplished
by Japanese crewse under white foremen in time to make thea
peoples comfortable over the winter of 1942-43, although the
last schools and hospitals were not completed until the
apring of 1943.

Self-supporting Evacuees — A number of the more enterprising
Japanese started moving out early in 1942 on their own
initiative. These included 1,200 Japanese who moved inm
groupe to self-supporting projeots at Lillooet, Bridge River,
Minto City, McGillivray Falls, OGrand Forks, Christina Lake
and other spots in the interior of British CTolumbia. At
least ag many went out in groups and by families toc certain
inland areas. OSeveral hundreds went east of the Rockies to
communities as far east as Montreal, F.Q.

Sugar Beet Work - The next group comprised about 3,600 with
arming experience who went in families from the Fraser
Valley to Alberta and Manitoba sugar beet farming., Offices
of the British Columbia Security Commission were established
at Lethbridge, Alberta and Winnipeg, Manitoba.

An agreement was signed by the Commission with the
Provinee of Alberta in May 1942 providing that the Japanese
would remain in agriculture and would be removed after the
end of the war if the Frovince so requested. An exchange
of letters with the Frovince of Manitoba in Jume 1942
contained eimilar proviseione, Another agreement with Alberta
in September 1942 arranged for assistance to the provinece in
order to provide schooles for several hundred Japanese
children, Agresments made early im 1943 with Alberta and
Manitoba arranged for the use of the provineial relief
organizations to look after any Japanese who in certain
seasons were not able to maintain themselves.

Source: Mikkei National Museum, 1996-139-10




Road Camps - 1,500 Japanese Nationals and 650 young Japanese
Capadien men were sent, between March and June 1942, to road
camps opsrated by the Department of Mines and Hesources, on
highway construction of military and strategic importance.
During the remainder of the year 1942 there was considerable
unrest among the married men at being separated from their
families, and most of these were allowed either to take
private employment or to rejoin their families in the settle=-
ments, Similarly, about 400 single men went to sugar beet
campe in southwest Ontario in the summer of 1942.

Expenditures - The sxpenditures for the work of the British
Columbia §tunr1tx Commiesion in the fiscal year April 1, 1942
to March 31, 1943 totalled $4,068,232.81,

- Nikkei MNational Museum, 1996-159-11
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I - JAPANESE ADMINISTRATION

i The British Columbia Security Commission was

' established by Order-in-Council P.C. 1665 of March 4,
1942, with Mr. Austin Taylor, a promiment Vancouver
industrialist, as Chairman., The members were: Aspistant
Commissioner F, J. Mead of the Royal Canpadian Mounted
Folice and Assiestant Commissioner Johm Shirras of the
British Columbia Provineiml Folice., They were aided by
an Advisory Committee of twenty British Columbia residents.

The Security Commission operated under the
authority of the Federal Minister of Labour, Honourable
Humphrey Mitchell, and the supervision of the Deputy~-
Minister, Mr, A, J. MacNamara,

With the evacuation practically completed,
Mr., George Collins, Assistant Deputy-Minister of Fublie
Worke for Manitoba, wae appointed General Supervisor of
the British Columbila Segurity Commission in November, 1942,
and took charge during the tramsitiom period umntil
diessolution of the Ssourity Commission by Order-in-Couneil
P.C, 946 of February 5, 1943. By the same Order-in-Counecil
the Commission's responsibilities and powers reverted to
the Minister of Labour, and Mr. Colline was designated as
chief executive officer with the title of Commissioner of
‘Japansse Flacement.

A new Advisory Committes was established by
Order-in-Council FP.C. P46, including the three former
membare of the British Columbim Security Commission. Teo
these were added Honourable George FPearsom, Minister of
Labour for the Frovinece of British Columbia, Dr. L. Hodgine
of Vancouver, and the Officer Commanding ERoyal Canadian
Mounted Foliece at Vancouver.

The Commissioner of Japanesse Placement now has,

at his head office ip Vencouver and in the various projectes
and placement offices, a staff of about ons hundred
Occidentals. In the project towns some hundreds of Japanesa
are employed on town administration and maintenanse. BEranech

| offices of the Commission have besn established te administer
the placement progrem at Nelson (B.C.), Lethbridge (Alberta),
Winnipeg (Manitoba), Fort William and Toronto (Ontario), and

: Montreal (F.Q.). These work in close co=-operation with

Selective Serviece in finding jobs and pleacing Japanease in

| employment. In Eastern Capada, the Young Women's Christian

| Apscociation and voluntary committees of church and soaial

workers assist in looking after the welfare and accommodaticn

of the Japanese who are endeavouring to re-sstablish themeelves

in normal community life.

@ MNikkei National Museum, 1996-159-12
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The Japanese Administration exercises supervision
over all Japanese in Canada, who at Jan., 1, 1943 totalled
approximately 23,000, Of thess, appreximately one-half
regided in the temporary Housing Centres in British Columbia,
where the Commissioner and his staff have been responsible
for the maintenance of the unemployables, education of the
publiec school children, medical and hospltal facilities,
heating and lighting, ete. Over the other 50%,scattered in
employment from British Columbila to the Maritimes, the
Commissioner has exerclsed supervision ecovering travel,
residence, and smployment.

The total cost of this work for the fiscal year
April 1, 1943 to March 31, 1944 totalled $2,598,567.44.
The Department of Labour appropriations for the fiscal year
1944-45, recently approved by Parliament, contained
§2,750,000 for the sames purposs.

- Mikkei MNational Museumn, 1996-159-13
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IV. INTERIOR HOUSING CENTRES.

The temporary Housing Centres have been popularly
termed "ghost towns" because they were at ome time thriving
mining towns, which by 1942 contained cnly a few white
reaidents, The influx of 12,000 Japanese and the congequent
expenditures in these areas have brought new activity to the
districts concerned,

To receive the evacuees, the British Columbia
Security Commigsion erected about 1,100 emall houses, each
designed to hold one large family or two emall families.
A sonsiderable number of large abandoned buildings in the
towns were renovated and re-sgquipped intec apartments, bunk
houses for bachelors, offices, hoapitals and schools. New
schools, staff houses and hospitals were constructed in
ssveral towns, principally Tashme, Lemon Creek, Slocan, and
New Denver, but all building was finighed by the summer of
1943,

Eaoch town has operated upder an Occidental super-
visor with one or more assistants, also Occidental Welfare
and Treasury Officers, and in most cases Occidental
doctors and nurses, Japaness have besn employsd as doctors,
dentiets, optometrists, nurses, teachers, clerks, cooks,
construction and maintenance workers, ete.

JAPANESE EMPLOYEES (including comstruction, town
= malnténare and work projects)

Total of population
Jan. 1/43 B,597 19,74
May 1/43 1,891 15,64
July 1/43 2,038 17.31
Jan, 1/44 1,997 17.57
Apr. 1/44 1,730 16.42
July 1/44 1,628 15,58

Japanese construction and maintenance memn, fuel
cutters, ete,, on outdcor work have been employed on hourly
rates ranging from 22% to 40¢ per hour, Professional and
inside employess were paid partly om hourly and partly om
monthly rates up to April 1, 1943, from which time all were
placed on monthly rates, ranging from $30 to $75 per month,
except doectors and dentists who receive more,

The establishment and maintenance of town facilities
presented never=-ending probleme, Within a few months of the
arrival of 12,000 Japanese in the summer and auntumn of 194E,
it was necessary to provide aecommodation that would be
comfortable in the sub-zero winter weather of the Rocky
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guntains. Thousands of cords of fuelwood were required. It
g necessary to install or repair lighting systems and water-
orke, and to build and equip schools and hospitals.

Arrangements had to be made to provide enough food for
hese thousands of neweccmers, since the districts provided
ittle local produce. Local stores assisted in this by expanding
heir services into the new settlements. At Tashme, however, the
ritish Columbila Security Commission has operated its own large
eneral store to mest the nesds of the population.

In contrast to the policy followed by United States
jelocation authorities of providing free food in communal dining
alle in the War Relocation Centres, the British Columbia Security
onmisalion decided to provide necessary maintenance in cash at
provineial relief rates, adapted to the local situation, The
paople ware then free to purchase their own food in the stores,
nd to prepare and congume it in their dwellings.

Securlty arrangements for the settlements have been,
ipees the beginning, in the capable hands of the Royal Canadian
ounted Folice. The gettlements are situated in mounteinoua
alleys from which the only outlets are by a few foads. On these
oads the Hoyal Canadian Mounted Foliceestablished road blocks at
hich special guards check all passersby.

As relocation hae progressed, the population of the housing
entres has slowly declined:

NTERIOR
FOUSING 1943 1944

ENTRES Jan.l | Apr.l |July 1| QOet.l Jan.l| Apr.l | July 1

ashme 2,644 | 2,62¢ | 2,555 2,513 || 2,488 | 2,467 | 2,411
ew Denver | i 1,336 | 1,334 || 1,390 1,387 | 1,427
Rosebery 1,601)(f1,701 356 | 364 361 371 | 344
Blocan Area } ]} i £,803| 2,708 || 2,700 2,623 | 2,432
mon Creek |[(%+794)(4,764}| ) gs1| 1,766 || 1,651 1,620 | 1,653
banlo 976 965 898 vz B66 854 B26
~andon 950 920 816 768 741 714 541
‘Tesnwood 1,199 | 1,203 1,180( 1,180 1,168 1,178 B899

DOTAL:

12,144 |12,177 lll.??ﬂ 11,470 |{11,365 11,214 (10,443

!EEL= These figures do not reveal the full numbers relocating
from thea Centres, as births have averaged 35 more than
deaths per month since the towns were established),

ource: Nikkei National Museum, 1996-159-13
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As a result, in the summer of 1944 it is propossd to
eclose Sandon centre and to convert Greenwood centre into a
salf-supporting project by transferring the unemployables
to other settlements. Other less suitabls Housing Centres
will be closed aep employables are relocated. It is probable,
howsver, that a substantial number (posgibly half) of the
Japaneae in these Centres will have to be maintained by the
Government for the duration of the war-—old people, physically
unfit, families of Japanese National internees, and other
unemployables, with their minor shildren.

A few hundred empleyables still reside in the Centres,
mostly married men and single women. Several hundred more are
in the road camps and Self=-Supporting Centres. A considerable
group of these are fishermen, reluctant to venture imland and
learn another type of work. Numbers of them, too, are office
workers, salesmen, rooming house kespers, and men in specialize
trades Ec.u. jewellers, confectioners, barbers, mechanics, sto.
who are gradually migrating to eastern cities. Considerable
numbere are untrained youths and girls held at home by their
parents.

Plans are being developed for a wider programme of
apprenticeshlp training for boys and girls in the pettlements,
in such courses as! commercial work, salesmanship, elinie
and hospital work, domestic service, cooking, earpentry,
painting, plumbing, e#lectrical and diesel work, tinsmithing,
garage mechanica, shoe repairing, warehousing, etc. The young
pecple who complete any of these apprenticeship courses will
at the ags of 18 years be better fitted to take useful work inm
private smployment.

Source: Nikkei National Museum, 1996-159-16
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¥. GOVERNMENT WORK PROJECTS

Foad Camps - These camps have bsen operated by engineers
of the Department of Mines and Resoursces. The mountain
highways on which the Japanese have been working are of
gigtinet value during the present emergency and will be
gqually valuable as touriet highways after the war. As
sasential industries have called for more and more men,
however, hundreds of road workers have volunteered for such
ork, largely imn British Columbia forest operations and in
spptern farming.

The 2,161 men sent to road camps early in 194E were
reduced by January 1, 1943, to 951, by January 1l. 1944 to
511, and by July 1, 1944 to 3867.

«Mostario Sugar Beet Camps - The sugar beet industry of south-
west Untario was in urgent need of labour in Junme 1942, As
a result of an agreement between the Federal Department of
Labour and the Ontario Department of Agriculture, about 400

single Japanese Canadians were brought from British Columbia
and worked industriously at sugar beet work and general farm

work until Novyember 1942. They lived in 6 or 7 camps soattered

through the sugar beet area and were in great demand by the
farmers. In the winter of 1942 thess youths went to work on

individual farme, in the morthern bush camps, or in nearly
towns,

In the seasons of 1943 and 1944, groups of about 40
Japanese youths have worked during the growing season from
one camp in southwest Omtario.

das dssdadsssaEnEaEnnw

The primary purpose of the Japanese Administration
8ince January 1943 hag been to get the employable Japanese
out ipto commercial employment, not only to disperse and
&stablish them on a self-supporting basis, but also to aid
in meeting Canada's need for more and more mampowsr in
S8sential industries. Conseguently, work projeets for the
S88ttlements have besn largely planned to provide work for
%dults who are poor prospects for relocationm.

18lwood pro jeet - An exception to this rule was the fuelwood
::‘J'ut undertaken in the summer of 1942 at the regquest of
"t Wood Puel Controller of the Department of Mumitions and

uu;lll to aid in averting a eritical fusl shortage in British

umbia cities, aspecially Vancouver.

. The basis for this project was already established in
lr.;t"ttl"'nt.' Timber limits had been leased and sawmills
the '-d to provide lumber for construction amd fuelwood for
Shy Sttlements. From 700 to 900 men had bsen smployed in

B work since the summer of 1942.

2. Nikkei National Museurn, 1996-158-17
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Order=in-Couneil P,.C., 4365 of May 28, 1943 set up
a revolving fund from which expenditures were to be paid and
into which the procesds of gales wers to be put.

Operations were underway by July 1943 in Eaelo,
Tashme, Slocan and New Denver. At the peak of operations
{n midwinter 750 men were employed by this project, im addition
to 200 who were producing fuelwood for the settlements.

By March 31, 1944, 23,2848 cords had been shipped to
the credit of the Wood Fuel Comtroller. Another 20,515
sords were delivered to the settlements to build up supplies
for the next winter. The project has been continued on a
smaller seale through the year 1944 to supply fuelwood to
the settlements and to produce essentiasl wood products
(sawlogs, lumber, fence poste, railway ties, ete.), which are
disposed of through regular market chanmels in British
Columbia and on the prairies. BSome Japanese who might other-
wise be unemployable are being used to turn out soow fences,
erutches and other wood products.

Farms - All Japanese in the settlements were encouraged in
1945 to have private garden lots and were given free seed,
use of implements, ste. This is being expanded in 1944.
The Commission iteelf operated substantial farms at several
towns, employing last year about 100 Japanese. This farm
programme has materially reduced the cash maintenance
pecessary in the settlements and provides also excellent
farm training for Japanese.

Miscellanecus small projects - In the Slocan Valley sattlement
| the Commission has, in co-operation with the Provincial
i Department of Game and Fisheries, carried on a programme to
glear certain lakes of predatory non=-game fish. 1,842 1lbs.
of eueh fish were processed or sold fresh in the area, and
11,158 1bs. were turned over to the Game and Fisheries
Department for feed in the hatcheries. The Japanese have
also assisted in collecting large quantities of spawn for
distribution to other breedimg grounds.

At Tashme a small factory wae established in 1943
to produce ghoyu sauce and miso paste, which are an integral
part of the Japanese diet. These products require from three
to sir months for processing and curing, =so that they have
only recently been available for sale to the Japanese.

| At Easlo a wood=working shop is turning out toys and

[ small furniture and is giving useful manual training to the

boys. At New Denver and several other projects dressmaking

| shops are providing equally valuable training for girls and ar
turning out high guality products for the commercial market.

| It i intended to develop more work projects in the
| various Housing Centres primarily for the physically unfit and
old people.

MGZ Hlﬁt‘&t Mational Museum, 1996-159-18




VI. EDUCATION

Among the Japansse in Caneadaare included approx-
imately 7,500 ehildren below 18 years of age., As noted
jp Section I, the Japanese place great importance upon
the sducation of their children, and this was one of
their chief conscerns at the time of evacuation and ie
now with respect to relocation.

Under the Canadien constitution, education is
sntirely a provincial responsibility. The province of
BEritish Columbia, however, refused to recognize
responsibility of educating the 5,500 Japanese evaouss
children who were moved from the Coast to the interior
of British Columbia, The British Columbia Security
Commisesion conseguently found it necessary to set up a
complete school system for the 3,000 publiec school
ghildren in the Housing Centres.

The schools were opened as soon as completed and
squipped, in the several settlements, betweaen September
1942 (Easlo) and sarly May 1943 (Lemon Creek). The
system was headed by two qualified Japanese-Canadian
teaghers, Miss H, Hyodo and Miss T. Hidaka, and 130
teachers chosen from the best educeted young Japansse
Canadians in the settlements. These were givenm anm
intensive but thorough teasher-trainimg course in the
summer of 1943 by a group of provinecial Normal Bshool
professors, and a second course is to be held in the
summer of 1944.

In the summer of 1943 Dr, A. Anstey, & prominent
Canadian educationalist, was appointed to guide the
school administration. According to Stanford Achievement
Tests administered in December 1943 by Dr. Anstey, the
average achievement in these Commission schools compared
favourably with the amcoepted grade standards of American
and Canadian schools, even though most of the evacuae
ehildren had missed several months of school.

In the Commission schools, the regular British
Columbia provincial curriculum to Grade 9 has been
followed and all instruetion is in Emglish.

It hae been found that English is the weakest
eub ject of these children and they are accordingly
encouraged to use it in their life outside schocl as much
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and teachers alike, nevertheless, to encourage these
ahildren to develop upon thoroughly Canadian standarde.

In the provinces east of the Rockles, 2,000
Japanese children ge to the regular public and bhigh
gochools by arrangement with provineial authorities.

It should be noted also that in these provinces sast

of the Roekies, some Japanese-Canadians are attending
universities and colleges for academic and professional
training.

The cost of education ineurred by the Japanese
Administration inm the various fiscal years, exeluding
teachers' salaries, totals:

Cost in 1942-43 $ 57,000.00
Coat in 1943-44 58,180.00
Appropriation in 1944-45 100,000,00

The Royal Commiseion on Japanese Welfare
{nvestigated the education beimg provided by the Commission
in British Columbia, found it adequate, but recommended
in its report of January, 1944, as follows:

"Your Commimsion recommends that negotiations be
reopsned with the Department of Edugation of the
Provinee of British Columbia to the end that 1t
roassume its obligation im respect to the

education of the childrenm of the Japanese race”,
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VII. WELFARE SERVICES

Maintens®e - Beceause most of their property was tied up by the
Custodian at the time of evacuation, the Japanese in the Interior
Housing Centres had limited revenues to live upon unless they had
liguid aseets upon which they could draw. Some wers employed in

| construction, town administration, and loeal work projects, and
others who had initiative and ambition beganm relcocating to self-
supporting employment in variocus parts of Capadas,

FE- B

The Commission had the respomsibility to provide support for
the balance of the population, who had been evacuated by govermnen
decree as a military necessity, thereby being forced to glve up
their homea, jobs and normal livea., The persons to be maintained
included the sick and physically unfit, the old people, the famili

of ssveral hundred internees, the families with many children, and
other unemployables.

The basic rate established for these cases was the provinecia
relief rate, adjusted %o the local situation, to cover necessary
food and sundries. Authority was given the Welfars Branch to ErAan
special maintenance based upon exceptional peed in such cases.

Those who were capmole of work were encouraged to obtain
same in and around the settlements by a provision that ocne-third
of their wage would be considered & rewasrd for sndeavour and would
bs marked off in computing the family's claim to maintesnance allow
ance, There were, however, mapy persons whose income from work or
from the Custodian was insufficient for support and who wers accor
ingly given partial or temporary maintenance:

MATNTENANCE IN INTERIOR HOUSING CENTRES (Including Children])

| Full Partial
Maintenanca lliniggunas Total

Total
Popu- [ Total % of |Total % of |Total % of
[ lation| Persons Popul.|Persona Popul.) Persons Fopul.

Jan.1,1943 || 1£,114| 1878 15% 1309 11% 3187 26%

' Apr.1,1943 || 12,177 2475 20% 2037 17% 4512 37%
July,l1,1943[ 11,772 =B64 24% £998 25% 5862 49%

Oot.1,1943 11,470] 2360 208 | 2466 228 | ee26 a2 |

Hird St S W -5 _ oo =l Wi "
H. L 4
| ) L S : . |
Jan.l,1944 {11,365 £101 1B =376 £l% 4477 295
{ W {
I I
Apr.l,l%44 EIL,L_éi:LLHk &0% 2200 £0% 4449 40%
] | i
July 11,1944 10,443} 070 0% | EOBY =09 4167 40%
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The rise in necessary maintenance in the sgummer of
1943 is explained by the fact that construction had been
completed in the towns and the more important work projects
pad not yet got imto full operation. It will be noted that
gs the total population has declined, when employable persomns
have left the settlements, the number on maintenance has
gorrespondingly declined.

Unemployable adults in the Centres have totalled:

April 1/44 July 1/44

18 = 40 94 99
41 - B0 260 170
Over 60 404 376

758 234

18 - 40 871 215
41 - B0 B63 11}
Over &0 155 161
1,81 lfivi

a,ﬁlf 2,616

In mddition to the cash allowance for food and
sundries, Japanese on maintenance have received free housing,
fuel, lighting, clothing, schooling, and medical and hospital
facilities. Spectacles, dentures, crutches, ete. are provided
free to maintenance cases upon recommendation by the Medieal
Officer. Most families also have gardep plots which add
materially te the foed purchased from the cash allowance.

Asssts - By Order-in-Council P.C., 1665, of March 4th, 1942, the
ustodian of Alien Property was given control and management of
all properties and chattels of the Japanese except liguid assets

(cash, bank depopits, stocks and bopds)., Later, the Custodian,
by Order-in-Couneil P.C. 469 of January 19, 1943, was given
Power to mell or otherwise dispoes of such property and chattels.

The revenuse derived from sale or lease of property
bave been remitted without limit to the Japamese living outeide
-;F‘ Interior Housing Projects, upon request from the owners.

OF those living in the Interior Housing Centres, however, the
TéYenues are dispatched to the owners through the Commission, and
::;':iltriutad to a maximum of $100.00 per month for living

aeg,
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The Maintenance Regulations provide that a family
must live on its own assets down to $260 (1,000 yen) for each
adult and $50 for each child., The purpose of this limit was
to reserve for the Japanegs a certain mimimum amount of their
own agsets for postwar contingencies.

Mediecml and Hospital Facilities

On the Commissioner's Staff in Vancouver is a
Chief Medical Officer who administere the medical and hospital
services and makes periodic inspection trips through the
asttlements and eamps. Dr. Lyall Hodgins of Vancouver, one
of the most prominent physicians on the West Coast, who was
in charge of medical services throughout the evacuation and
establishment of the Centres, is on the Advisory Committee to
the Minister and the Commissicnsr.

At some Centres tha Commission operates hospitals
for the Japanesme:

Tashme - 50 bed hoapital
Gresnwood - 20 bed hoepital
BEloocan - 50 bed hospital
Sandon - 15 bed heospital
New Denver - 100 bed Tuberculosis Sanitorium

| At Easlo, Lemon Creek and New Denver, clinics are operated, and
| use is made of local or nearby community hospitals,

In the Commission hospitals and clinics the total
i staff ipcludes:

Qecidental Japanese

Doctore and Dentists 5 8
Registered nurses 9 &
Furses' aides, first aid - e

men, etc.

The dootors in the Interior Housing Centres, as
well as the dentists and other hospital and elinie pereonnel,
are employed by the Commission om a monthly salary basis.
Except for a couple of the Oceidental doctors, who have part=-
time local practicss, all devote full time to the needs of the
Japanse se .
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A tuberculesis survey taken at the time of esvacuation,
4n eo-operation with the Tuberculosis Control Divielon of the
British Columbia Provineclal Health Department, brought to light
pany unsuspected cases of this disease, whieh have since been
given modsrn scientific treatment inm the new Commission sanitor-
jum at New Demver, B,C. A complete programme of free and
yoluntary immunization against typheoid fever, scarlet fevaer,
gmall pox, diphtheria and whooping cough has been carried onm in
all the settlements by the dectors, assisted by a Japanesse Publie
Health Nurse. The health of the Japanese in the settlements
gincs 1942 has been excellent, and the children have increased
{p average height and welght over the same age groups of
priental children at the Coast.

Japanese workers in Department of Mipnes and Resources
road camps and Japanese internees in the Department of National
Defence internmant camp have medical and hospital facilities
adeguate for their needs, like other persons under the same
gonditions.

Japanese on self-supporting projects and in commercial
smployment, whether in British Columbia or east of the Rockles,
haye full acecess to local hospitals and medical services., In
gome cages they are served by Japanese doctors, dentists, ate.
who are in private practice. The Japanese who are salf-supporting
are expected to pay for their own medical care.

Hoyal Commission on Japaneas Welfare

In the latter part of 1943 a number of complaints
and petitions were received from Japanese Committees and
individual Japanese in the settlements by the Department of
Labour, the Frotecting Fower, and the International Red Croas,
alleging that maintenance rates were insufficient, mediecal
services and clothing allowances were inadequate, housing and
fuel and lighting were unsatisfactory and unhealthy, and
slmilar items.

& Agcordingly, a Eoyal Commission was appointed in
ecember 1943 and charged with the duty of ingquiring:

{(a) Whether the present provision for maintenance,
clothing, housing, and health is adequats or
otherwise, and if not, what revisiom thereof
is advisable,

Whether the present poliey of restricting the
amount of maintenance paid to employable
Japanese faliling to teke advantage of smployment
opportunities offered is sound and if not,

what modification thereof is advisable.
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{c) Whether the pelicy followed in regquiring the
Japanese to resort to their own assets for
maintepance within certain limits is sound or
otherwise and what modifications theveof, it
any, ars advisabls,

(d) Any recommendations which the Commission may
deem it advisable to make for the improvement
and the efficiency of the departmental
administrative set-up in the Interior ssttle-
ments,

e =

(e) What further provision can be made to provide
productive work and develop aspecial industries
in the settlements for those Japanese whom it
ie not presently practicable to locate elme=
where, This applies particularly to women and
older men in the settlemsnts,.

(= - I -]

() In general, any recommendations which the
Commission may deem advisable to make as
necessary for the welfare of the Japanese in
the settlemente having regard for the fact
that such settlements repressnt temporary
relocations only and have not been administered
ag permanent relocation centres.

The Commigsion comprised: Dr. F, W. Jackson, Deputy
Minister of Health and Public Welfare in Manitoba; Dr, G.F.
Davidson, Executive Secretary of the Canadian Welfare Counecil;
Mr. W. R. Bone, Administrator of Sccial Services for Vancouver;
and Mrs., Mary Sutherland of Revelstoke, B.C. The Commission
held extensive hearings at Vancouver and in each of the Housing
Centres and also personally examined the matters under complaint
in various settlements,

oe o 0 a6 H

In January 1944, the Commission presented a unanimous
Report to the Minieter of Labour, which was later tabled in the
House of Commons, and which may be eummed up in this sentence
from the report:

P el ik P O e B e B

"Your Commiesion is of the unanimous opinion that the
provieions made by the Govermment of Canada through the Depart=
ment of Labour for the welfare of the Japanese in the Interior
Settlements in British Columbia are, as a war-time measurs,
reasopnably falr and adeguate.”

The following ie a summary of the findings,
recommendations and remarks of the Foyal Commission:

e bl S M R B ok B
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Findings

Maintenance

bde variety and good quality
nods available. Present main-
pence rates equal or slightly
gher than usual relief rates.
shool children when examined
yeal improvement in health
inee evacuation., Clothing and
ael suppliess satisfactory.

23 -

Recommendations

No incrsase in present food
maintenance for employables
end their families. Increase
of not more thanm 10% for
unemployables and depesndents.

Shelter

o avidence that housing uneafe.
novated old builldings EQUAL
o pre-war houeing of Japanese,

Movement of employables to
work to give more space for
unemployables in newer

nd newly constructed housing housing.
UPERIOR. Little ovear-crowding;
ot more than pPre-war.

Employment

ritish Ceolumbia Security
ommission employs &as many as
bogeible, Movement out to
elf-gupporting employment
dvantageous. Folicy of re-
using maintenance to employ=-
bles ig fair and necessary.

Inereass in placement of

Japanese in self-supporting
employment, sspecially the more
efficient, by co-opasration of
British Columbia Security
Commission and Selective Service.
Flacement organization in

towns should be strengthened.

EFducation

Frovincial Department has
efuged to ecarry out respon-
ibility for education of
APanese evacuee children.
lementary sducation provided
res by SBegurity Commission,
Bd High School education by
ission schools, ete, Isolated

tudents take sorrespondence
EOurges,

Negotiations re-opened with
Provinee of British Columbia
to have province reassume
obligatione for education of
thege children.

Medical Care

Tu-ilnnt medical apd hos=
Pltalization facilities in
1 settlements with good
; inice and well-staffed
:'rittlu. Fine T,B, pani-
:rill at New Denver. Feople
S8ptionally healthy and no
Pldemios in 1943,

Fublio health nurse at Easlo
to sxtend health education
through settlements.
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Findipngs Recommendations
Recreation
Indoor and outdoor recreation Fo more capital sxpenditure
available in all settlements. for recreational facilitieas,

Japanese Assets

Foliey of allowing Japanese ] Japanese established outside
te retain liquid assets to settlemente to be given asse
limit of $260 per adult and upon request to Custodian,

$50 per child, Assets released Present policy to be continu
to Japanese after consideration for Japanese 1n settlements,
by the Custodian and the releasing agsets to Japansse
Commipeionar. ag and when the Commissioner

decides.

| Ganeral Hemarks

1. The Royal Commission commended the work of the
Britigh Columbia Security Commission and the present
Administration, and thanked all who co=-operated in enabling
a thorough investigation.

Ba Attention centred on faet that Interior Housing
Projects all temporary emergency settlements not intended
for permanency, with which poliey the Royal Commission agreed.

3. Some groups of Japanese Canadians stated present
policies fair, and they disagreed with complaints of Japanese
Committees,

b, Japanesa Canadien war veterans asked preferred
treatment and the Royal Commission was sympathetic.

5. Japanese voiced appreciation of fair and impartial
treatment by Hoyal Camadian Mounted Folice in security
arrangementa.

E!lrtrt in the East

The Commission, through its Reglonal Offices,

| ensures that medical services are avallable for the

Japaness who have relocated east of the Roekies, and in
| case of destitute persons makes financial provision for
emergency maintenance and medical care., In Alberta and
Manitoba this is done through employment of part-time
Medigal Officers and co-operation with provineial Welfare
Authorities. In Ontarioc and Quebee there are very few
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gases which reguire asaslatance, and thess are looked
after by the Commission Reglonal Offices.

The Commission Flacement Offices at Lethbridge
(Alberta), Winnipeg (Manitoba), Fort William and Toronto
(ontarie), and Montreal {Quebec), have the primary task
of finding suitable employment for Japanege, but they
alsoc look after their welfare; they find accommodation,
they encourage them to join chureh and other community
prganizations, they give emergency asslstance when they
becoms 111, and give personal adviee omn their many
problems.

Tyibute should be paid to a number of Oceldental
groups in easterm communities who are giving valuable ald
to the Placement Officers in the rehabilitation of the
Japanese and im helping to promote their welfare., The
Young Women's Christian Association looks after the
single girls’ activities. The Young Men's Christian
Association does the same for the single young men.
VYoluntary Committees of public-spirited gitizens in a
pumber of towns help the Japanese Canadians to geot thelr
fobdting in a new life and overcome various obatacles.
Church groups welcome them into churech activities in a
epirit of Christian brotherhood and good fellowship.
local Boy Scout and Girl Guide groups reacelive the Japanese
shildren in the same spirit. The work of such groups
recaives little publicity but is, navartheless, of greaat
value.
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VIII. JAPANESE PROPERTY

Japanese property is not under the supervieion
of the Commission or the Department of Labour, but
naturally all matters affecting it have had repercussions
on Japanese evacuation, employment and administration, and
| hence are of interest.

Froperty in Restricted Areas

Between February and July, 1942, the Smith
Committee, esstablished by Order-in-Coumeil F.C. 987, sold
or leased most of the Japanese-owned fishing boate and
squipment on the Pacifie Coast, and the remaindesr in July
ware turned over to the Custodianm of Alian Property.

By Orders-in-Council P,C, 1665 and 2483 of March
1942, all the Japanese property in the restricted areas
lexcept liquid assets) was placed under the control and
management of the Custodian as a protective measure, mostly
by voluntary agreement. Excluded from this was a
considerable amount of household and personal affects
which the Japanese took with them in evacyation, at the
expense of the Commission, Japanese farm properties, moatly
in the Fraser Valley and comprising approximately 1,000
farms, were in Junme, 1942, placed under the comntrol of the
Director of Soldier Settlement of Canada for purposes of
administration, and subsequently, the greater number of them
were expropriated at an impartial valuation for the purpose
of postwar veteran settlement,

In January, 1943, by Order-in-Council F.C. 469, the
Custodian was given power to ssll or otherwisa dispose of all
| Japanese real property and chattels inm his possession. The

Custodian proceeded to set up Advisory Committess on Japanesa
| urban and rural property, on which Committess the Japanage
| were represented. Since the summer of 1943 a number of city
properties have been sold by tender. During 1942-43 the
evacuated Japanese had the right to apply to the Custodian to
locate and forward any of their chattels (which included
bousehold furniture, cooking utensils, erockery, stecrs astocks
canned goods, personal possessions, ete.) at their own
expense, elther to the Housing Centres or to their new homes
eagt of the Rockies, and very many had their goods forwarded
to them. This ingluded their radios and eameras which had
been colleeted by the Royal Canadian Mounted Folice, and whio
; ware returned when they moved sast of the Rockies. Early in
f 1944 the Custodian began to sell the balance of the Japanese

chattels on a seller's market to prevent funrther detericratio
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{pn storage, Fersonal proparty of a sentimental or religious
yalue 15, however, being reserved from sale for the owner,

The proceeds of all sales are held to the credit of
the former owner. As previously explained, such Jliquid
aggets can be drawn upon to any amount by Japanese outside
the Housing Centres, but those living in Commission Housing
Centres can draw only limited amounts for actual living
aIpanEes.

In 1943 the Japanesse took legal action againat the
¢crown to block sale of their property, by three test cases
(on bahalf of a Canadian born Japanese, a naturalized Canadian,
and & Japanese National) before the Exchegquer Court of Canada,
Thess cases were argued in May, 1944, and judgment was
regerved.

Property futeide Restricted Areas

Several hundred Japanese living ocutside the restricted
areas, from British Columbis and the Yukon as far eastas the
Maritimes, have lived and worked peacefully for many years inm
normal community life, and have owned properties without
discrimination.,

Japanese evacuees moving out by the thousands,
however, presented a difficult problem, In February 1942
by Order=in=Council P.C., 1457 they were prohibited from
purchasing or leasing real property without a permit from
the Minigter of Justice, except that they might lease
buildings for residential purposes on & yearly basis or
less without a permit, In December 1943 the Order-in-Coumncil
wae amended to permit Japanees to lease buildinge for business
Purposes on a yearly basis or less, without a permit from the
Minister of Jugtice, A few permits for purchase have been
granted .

Because of reportas from Britieh Columbia that some
Occidentals allegedly were purchasing and holding land for
Japanese, the Defense of Canada Hegulatione were amendsd by

Order-in-Council P,C. 3797 of May, 1944 toc make this ab
offange,
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TX. INTERNMENT AND REPATRIATION

A couple of hundred adult Japanese with a
considerable number of childrem left Canada for Japan
during 1941 and were still in that gountry when war
broke ocut in the Faecifioc. :

Internment

Immediately after Pearl Harbour, the Japanese
known to have subversive tendencles were picked up by
the Royal Canadian Mounted Folice and sent to an
internment camp operated by the Department of National
Dafenoce.

Several hundred others, chiefly Canadian born
of the so-called "Mass Evacuation Group”, refused to
evacuate the protected areas or refused to go to Mines
and Resources Road Camps and to work in same. They were,
consequently, interned between March and November 1942.

The total number of Japanese interned eince 1942
was less than B00. During 1943 the number interned declined
from 730 to 433, and at July 1, 1944, stood at 425, of whom
a little less than half were Canadian-bormn Japanese.

The Japanese interned for defilance of avacuation
or work orders, and who had clean records otherwise, have
besn subsequnently released from internment upon application
to the Minieter of Justice, as mot being a dapnger to the
safety of the state.

| Riggtriltinn

Thigs matter has been handled by the Department
of the Segretary of State for External Affairs.

In 1942, a group of 42 Japanese from Canada were
sent to Japan with a large conmtingent from the United
States, in exchange for a comparable number of Canadian
and United States citizens., In September 1943 a similar
exchange took place om the "3.3. Gripsholm™ including
the following Japanese from Canada:

|
|
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Japanase Nationpals 24

Haturalized Canadians E0

Canadian Born 17 (mostly children)
Total 61

Order-in-Council P.C. 10773 of November 20,
1948, declaresd that Canadian citizens applying for ex-
patriation to an enemy country would thereby lose their
gitizenship, ae would also thelr wivee and children, from
the date of departure from Capnada. This phasze is undar
the jurisdietion of the Department of the Secretary of
State.

Some paturalized Canadian Japanese have submitted
requests to have thelr Capnadiap e¢itizenship reveked and at
leaet a thousand Japamese have applied in the last two years
for repatriation or sxpatriation to Japan, Their applications
have been made to the Department of the Secretary of State
for External Affairs or to the Froteeting Fower, and have
been placed om file until appropriate action can be taken.

wrce: Mikkei MNational Museumn, 1996-159-34 l
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z. INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS AND FROTECTIRG FOWER

Affairs 1s the govermnment department whieh handles liaison
batween the Canadian government and the International Red
Croes and the Protecting Fower, in respect of matters re-
lating t¢ Japanese Nationals in Canada,

| The Department of the Secretary of State for External

International Red Cross

The International Red Croes Delegate in Canada (whose
office is in Montreal) has made several trips through the
| settlements, camps anpd projects, to inspect living and work-
I ing conditione, and hase indicated in his reports that
| provieione made for these people are well up to Red Crose
specifications under the Geneva Conventlon, He has been
provided with statements and reports on various matters as
requested, and has been provided with coples of films and
plctures of life in the Housing Centres to pass on to CGeneva,

I The Commisslon co-operates with the International
Eed Croee by readdressing to Japanese evacuees in Canada
sach month hundreds of messages from friends and relatives
in Japan. Late in 1943 the Commission also assisted the
International Red Crose in distribution of glifts sent by
the Japanese Hed Croes to Japanese Nationals in Canada, on
the return trip of the "5.35. Gripeholm™,

Frotecting Fowsr

At the outbreak of war with Japan, Spain was designate
as the Protecting Fower for Japanese Interests in Canada as
waell ap in the United States, and i1te Congunlar Staff in this
gountry (at Montreal and Vancouver) undertook the task of
looking after the interests of the Japaness NHationals,.

Spanish officials have made numeroua inspection
trips through the settlements, work camps and projects
eince 1942, The Japanese Natlonals have complete and
private access to the Spanish officials on such trips, as
well as being able to contact them by letter or telegram
at any time on specifie problems. One main function of the
Protecting Power 1g to arrange negotiations with Japan
through Madrid for the exchange of civilians,.
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XI. SECURITY, CONTROL AND TRAVEL

gecurity

The ereation of protected areas and the evacuation itself
were undertaken primarily as matters of military interest in the
Pacific situation of 1942.

The responsibility for security with respect to Japanese
has rested on the capable shoulders of the Royal Canadian Mounted
Folice.

The Royml Canadian Mounted Police registered all Japanese
{p Capada in 1941, and continue to register all children when
they reach the age of sixteen. Immediately war broke out with
Japan they (1) took into custody subversive Japanese for imter-
ment. (2) took possession of all vehicles, weapons, radics and
cameras owned by Japanese in protected areas. They accompanied
Commisaion Evacuation Officere into districts ae they were
progressively cleared, and accompanied all train loads of Japanese
poving to the Interior or east of the Rockies. They were assisted
by the British Columbia Provineial Police, especially in remote
ATAASB.

It 18 worthy of note that the ¢rime rate among Jepanese has
remained sxceedingly low, in spite of the upsetting effects of
evacuation and dispersasl, and that there have besn no sesrious
diserdsrs among them,

On the guestion of security in wartime, it 1s of interest
that senior security officers report that no Japanese in Canada
bae been suspscted of, or linked to, an mct of sabotage or
esplopnage since the war bagan, As & result it has beem poesible
to employ Japanese on eseential work of various types which is
dafinitely helpful to the war effort.

Chapges made late in 1942 against one Etsuji Morii of dis-
loyal sctivities in the "Black Dragon Case™ were declared unfounded
by a Royal Commission of Inquiry at Vancouver, B.C.

Centrol

The British Columbia Security Commission in 1942 issued
46 Administrative Orders which may be summarized thus:

(a) Prohibitions on entering certain areas.
(b) Directions to leave specific distriots.

(e) Surrender of certain possessions.
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(d) Restrictions on use of cameras, radice, and gn
local fishing, hunting and trapping.

(e) Regulations for conduet in clearing ecentres,
Housing Centres, and work CAMDE .

The enforcement of these Orders was entrusted to
the Royal Canadian Mounted Police. The Orders werse continusd
in fores under P.C. 946 from February 1943, until revoked
in February 1944, and replaced by the following:

Order 1. (New Series) In effect from August 1943,
relaxed and amended travel restrictions for
Japanese,

Order 2., (New Series) Prohibits fishing by Japanese
in the provinee of British Columbis or Pacifie
coastal waters without a permit from the
Commimasicnsar.

Order 3. (New Series) Prohibits communication by long
distance telephone in the province of British
Columbia without prior consent from a Commission
| official or a Roval Canadian Mounted Police
officer.,

Travel and Regidencs

The British Columbia Security Commission by Order=
! in-Couneil P.C. 1665 of March 4, 1942, was given control
only over Japaness to be evacuated from protected areags.

Order-in-Council P.C. 946 of February 5, 194%, how-

b! aver widened this control to give the Minister of Labour
(and under him the Commissioner of Japanese Placement )
Power for the duration of the war to "determine from time
to time the localities in which persons of the Japaness
race shall be placed or may reside”, and to "require by

! order any person of the Japanese race in any place in Canada

| to proceed to any other place in Canada at sueh time and in
such manner as he may prescribe.” The Minister (and the
Commiesioner) likewise has the power by this Order-in-Council
to prohibit any movement or specific reeidence of a Japanese,
or to prescribe the terms of such movement or residence,
in any part of Canada.

The original British Columbias Security Commissien
Order No, 36 prohibited any travel whatscevar by an evacuse
without a permit from a Royel Canadian Mounted Police or a
British Columbia Security Commission Officer., Once the
evacuation was completed, however, it was found that this
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gtringent regulation wase unnecessary, particulerly in
the isolated Housing Centres, Accordingly, it was some-
what relaxed in March, 1942,

The new COrder No, 1 (New Series) which came into
effect on August lst, 1943, permits temporary visits
within certain limits, and requires a Japanese to obtain
a Royal Canadian Mounted Police Travel Permit only in
the following circumatances:

(a) when entering, for any purpose whatsoever,
a Frotected Area anywhere in Canada,

{b) eroseing any Provineial boundary within
Canada,

(e) a ehange of residence, which shall be inter-
preted &as taking place when Any peracn moves
himeelf or hersalf and for thelr dependents
to a new place of resldence,

(d) travel, for any purpose whatsocever, im British
Columbia a distance of mors than fifty (50)
miles from place of residence or for a peried
of thirty (30) days, or more.

The Royal Canadian Mounted Police detacaments in
various parts of Canada issue Travel Permits when raguired
on the authority of the Commission officials, and thesas
Permite are turned in to the nearest Royal Canadian Mounted
Police Office mt the end of the trip. By this means the
Royal Capadian Mounted Folice-Commission combined records [
on the location of all Japanese are kept up to date, which
is important chiefly in the interests of the Japanese
themeelves.

- Nikkei MNational Museum, 1996-159-38
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I1. SELF=-SUPPORTING JAPANESE IN BRITISH COLUMBIA

when evacuation started inm 1942, about 1,500 were ecattered
throughout the interior of British Columbia. Many of these
had lived for thirty or forty years on farms or in emall
communities where they were the only Orientasl families.

’ 0f the 2,400 Japanese outside the protected areas

Self-Supporting Japaness in British Columbia
Outgide the Frotected Areas

January 1, 1942 1,500 (eat.)

July 1, 194% - 2,904
1 Jenuary 1, 1943 o 3,230
July 1, 1943 = 3,BE2
January 1, 1944 - 4,014
July 1, 1944 - 4,853

After Fearl Harbour a number of Japanese on the
Coasat moved out voluntarily to various parts of the interior.
Thess pecple have been looking after themselves ever esince
without msking finsncial assistance from the Covermment.

b Self-supporting Frojects

The so-called Self-supporting Frojecte consist of
groupe of Japanese who in 1948 rented residential property
at Christina Lake, Bridge River, McGillivray Falle, Lillocet,
Taylor Lake, and Minto City, whieh they operate on a
communal basie, often growlng crope or working for meigh-
bouring farmers and lumbermen. There were originally about
1,200 Japanese in these projects, but the number has
§ declined to 1,000 due te relocation of young people in east-
| ern Canada. The Commiselon has mssisted these groups by
appointing a Supervisor of Self-supporting Frojects, to
look after their general interests. Asslstance has also
been glven in other waye, particularly im education.

Miscallansoue Employment

From the protected areag and later from the Housing
Centres, hundreds of Japansse moved into self-supporting
employment from the border north to Frince George.
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Numerous Japanese families, and several hundred
geasonal workers from the Centres, receive employment
in the fruit orchards and general farms of the Okanagan
Valley, and other farming distriets, thus helping to
maintain wartime production,

The lumber camps and sawmills of interior British
columbia were hard hit by wartime labour shortages in
1942, Accordingly, in February 1943 a Federal Order-in-
Council suespended Provincial Regulations prohibiting
Orientals from entering employment om Crown timber limits.
As & result, by July, 1944, over 700 Japanese men are
employed at prevailing rates of pay getting out lumber
and pulpwood from the forests for private smployers in
all parts of the interier,

The demand of employers for such labour continues

to grow in 1944, in these as well as other essential
industriea.

- Nikkei MNational Museum, 1996-159-40
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XITI. PRAIRIE FARM PLACEMENT

The following numbers of Japanege were resident
on the Prairies in 1941, according to Royal Canadian
Mounted Folice registration figures:

| Alberta 634
| Spskatchawan 100
Manitoba 30

{ 664

In March 1942, the British Columbia Security
Commission arrangsd with the Albsrta and Manitoba Bugar
companies and sugar beet growers to bring in Japanese
| families with farming experisnce (mostly from the Fraser
| Valley) to meet the urgent labour shortage., In May a
| formal agreement was signed with the province of Alberta,
and an exchenge of letters was conducted with the province
of Manitoba to the same effect, stipulating:

| () The British Columbiam Security Commission would
be responsible for the transportation, wealfars
and supervision of the Japansse,

f (b) The Japanese were to be employed in agriculturs
at regular rates of pay.

| 5 (¢) The Japanese wers to be removed after the war
| if the province so demanded at that time.

J The Jepanese on the prairies now include about 1,500

| children. In the autumn of 1942 the British Columbia Security
| Commission arranged for the evacues children to attend local

b | schools and provided financial assistance for the additicnal

| accommodation, equipment and staff required for the children
in elementary clasasses,

A Prairie SBupervisor for the Commission was appointed
late in 1942, and Placement Offices established at Lethbridge,
Alberta and Wionipegz, Manitoba to supervise the Japanese in
each province. They arrange placement of newcomers and
transfers; they provide welfare services necageary; they act
as arbiters when troubles arise; and in general they discharge
the duties of the Commission with respect to Japaness.
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JAPANESE ON 1948 1943 1944
FRAIRIES Jan, 1 {i;;:oihiiln. 1] July 1|l Jan. 1| July 1
Alberta 534 3,160 3,231 3,420 4,469 3,569
Saskatchewan|| 100 130 129 177 153 143
Manitoba 30 1,080 1,084 1,110 1,094 1,123
TOTAL 664 |4,370 4,444 | 4,707 || 4,716 | 4,835

The Japanese have parformed an important and essential
function in maintaining sugar beet production im Albertia
and Manitoba sinee 1942, They have signed the regular
contracts at prevalling acreage and tonnage rates with the
farmers, and have provided from 40% to 50% of the labour
neceesary to grow and harvest best crope in these two
provincea. Ino 1943 it wae estimated that the Japanese in
Alberta mlone provided at least $£750,000 worth of necessary
labour.

In the two years since evacuation, living and working
conditions and labour rates on the praliries have improved
immensely. Labour housing has been improved and winterized
by co-operation batwesn farmers and the Commission, and
financial assistance from the latter. With most employers
the Japanese have won by their work and attitudes a reputation
for industry and integrity.

The Commission, after consultation with representatives
of the sugar companies mnd the beet growers, has transferrad
& conslderable number of families since 194Z. Some of thess,
for various reasons, were unable to meke a living at sugar
beets and were permitted to take other employmeant im Albarta
agriculture or by relocating to eastern Canpada, Other trouble
taees ware solved by moving the family to another farm or
district, and replacing it by a family newly arriving from
British Columbia.

The Japansase on the prairies have developed religious,
tultural and recreational facilities in the areas where they
88ttled, They have alsoc participated in community enterprises,
thurch and youth organi-ations, sports teams, Vietory Loan
And Red Cross drives, etc., A few attend local universities
nd others help by going into nursing and teaching where
there are critical shortages of personnel.

ource: Mikkei National Museum, 1996-159-42
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| While concentrating mainly on sugar beet work,
the Japanese on the prairies have also helped in gensral
farming operations, Many an elderly farmer with his
sons overseas has testified that he 414 not know what

he would have done if he had not been able to get
Japaness to help him harvest his essential crops. Other
employare, such as canners and packeras, have found tham
very useful to process the farm productas,

L T™

In the winter of 1942-43 a considerable number

of the Japanese required maintenance because thelr 1942

| earnings were inpsufficient to support their families

| until spring. Two or three hundred Japaness men from

| Alberte and Manitoba farms went to the forssts of northern

| Alberta, Manitoba and Ontariec, to work in lumber and
pulpwood camps and sawmills, coming back in the spring
of 1943 to their farm work, This arrangement was continued
in the winter of 1943=4 to the advantage of the employers
and the Japanese alika, This time about 500 men went to
winter bush work, As & result of this and of better farm
wages, only 10% or 15% of the Japanese on the prairies 1
required partial maintenance last winter,

™ B sk Y = S R

Several hundred Japanese, mostly young women, also ¢
obtained winter work in nearby towne and eities, particularly 1
in domestic service. Any men with training in a trade _ 1
found no difficulty in getting suitable work, due te labour
ehortagaes,

Japanese are in demand for miscellansous industries

on the prairies as well. In the summer of 1943 a group
of 22 experienced Japanese were employed im fish processing
in northern Alberta. Nineteen others were used on the 1
i salt deposits of western Saskatchewan. Employers such as 1
! these desire the men back this summer., The rallways are |

also applying for men to maintain tracks and equipment

in good rapair.

, On the prairies the Japanese are discovering a |
wider vision of Canada, ite problems and potentimlities. 1
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XIV. RELOCATION AND EMPLOYMENT IN EASTERN CANADA

Foliey and Organization

From the outset in 1942 a policy of dispersal,
go far as poseible planned and voluntary, has been applied
to the smployable Japanese., This policy waes logical
and inevitable, not only as providing a source of very
nacessary labour in essential industries across Canada,
but mlso from the long-range point of view as reducing
the undue concentration of Japanese in particular areas
and occupations on the Faelfle Coast, which had arcused
considerable antipathy on sccial and econcmic levels.

It wae stipulated from the first that prevalling
wages must be paid to Japanese, according to the locality
and the occupaticon. Aleso they camwe automatically under
Frovipncial Workmen's Compensation Hegulations.

That this poliey of dispersal has been a vary
difficult one to put into extensive practice will be admitted
by averyone connected with it. A good start was made in
1942 by direeting 3,500 in family groups to the prairies
from the protected areas, and sending nearly B00 sast to
internment (from which some 350 have since been released).
Several hundred others went from their homes on the West
Comst straight to employment in Ontario and Quebsec.

Once the Japanese were all evacuated, however, the
tendency has been for them to settle down to the life of
the Housing Centres and camps, especially since town con-
struction and administration absorbed so many,

The Commission immediately organized an employment
Bervice and reallocation programme, In the Centres the
Aseistant Supervisors were chief employment officers,
Teoruiting persons not only for mnearby jobs but also for
Job opportunities which were pouring in from the East.
Besides the Lethbridge and Winmipeg Offices, Flacement
Offices were smet up at Schreiber and Toronto, Ontarie,
Working closely with Selective Service to locate vacancies

‘r!f!rnhly in essential industries) where Japanese might
b8 placeda. A Voluntary Citizens' Committee in Montreal
Belp {n the eame work. A Chief Relocation Officer in the .

Ancouver Head Office co-oplinated the wholae programme
40d co-operated with the National Selective Service.

- Nikdkei National Museurn, 1996-159-44
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Movement inm 1942

| In 1942 the ploneers were several hundred young

Japanese Canadian men who went to Schreibar road CAMpE

and on to sugar beet camps in southwest Ontarioc, A

: hundred or so more went into northern Ontarioc bush camps

| and sawmills, Another hundred, meinly in family groups,
came down to farm and nursery work, one notable examplse
being 20 or 30 employed by Premier Hepburnm of Ontaric om
his large model farm near St. Thomase, Ontario,

Approximately 100 young women ventured sast in
1942 for domestic and nursing service in cities like
London, Hamilton and Toronto. The Young Women's Christian
Association co-operated by agreeing to supervise the
living and working conditions of the Japanese Canadian
girls in the emst, welcoming them also into its various
community youth astivities,

In the first year as well, small numbers of business
men and skilled workers began the eastward movement,
mestly to the larger cities.

In 194£, the movement to sastern Canada, excluding
interness sent to an intermment camp, totalled about B00,
The next year the movement increased to approximately 1,000,

Movement in 1943

Early in 1943, with the change in control of the
| Adminietration, inoreased emphasis was placed on the re-
allocation and employment programms. Construction in the
settlements wae finighed, and the employable single men
| in the Centres were not given maintenance, Feople willing
to go east for employment were offsred free transportation
for themselves and their possessions, plus a food allowance
| for the trip and a sum equal to a month's maintenance., The
Schreiber Office was moved to the head of Lake Superior
(first to Port Arthur and then to Fort William, Ontarioc)
I and a Placement Office was opened in Montreal.

Later in the year, all Japanese Canadian aingle men
were brought under Selective Service (Civilian) Regulations.
Closer connection was made between the Japanese FPlacement
Service and the Selective Serviage Employment Organization
on local and regional lavels,

During 1943 the movement of Japanese to Ontario and
Quebec was slow but steady ae in the previous year., Farming
(in Niagara Peninsula and along the Lake Ontario shore) and

@ Nikkel Mational Museurn, 1996-139-45
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Lumbering (in northwest Ontario) received only a emall
ghare, chisfly because such work waes more convenient,
and just as short of men, in British Columbia and on
the prairies.

Several hundred adults, many with their families,
migrated to eaatern cities such as Toronto, Hamilton,
London, and Montreal., Another 150 girls came east, mostly
for domestiec and hospital work, although a few score girls
went into factories and offices, laundries and stores.

Due to the emphasis on essentiality of work,
Japansse began receiving jobs in stesl pPlante, foundries,
chemical works, radio factories ete., and even one or two
in shipyard work. They have proved keen and ecompetent at |
many skilled trades. |

Movement in 1944

During the winter of 1943-4 relocation was slowed :
down by the emergency fuelwood cutting project, but in the
first helf of 1944 another 300 people came to eastern Canada,
mostly now in family groups. & Japanese Employment Office
was #set up in Nelson, B.C. close to the Housing Centres and
road camps, through which could be channsled all job
vacancles and whieh could concentrate on getting suitable
Japaness for the jobs offered across Canada. Trade training
in the settlements for outside employment is being expanded,

JAPANESE IN EASTERN CANADA
] 1942 | 1943 1944 i
%%&M_@l [July T :
OUntario 147 1,800 (1,650 1,939 2,424 2,613 |
Quebes 37 70 96 185 334 451 i
Maritimes 2 2 1 1 L 1 1 |
186 1,272 (1,747 |2,125 | 2,759 ;,uaﬁ|

The faet that Japanese Canadians, and particularly
¥oung Canadian-born Japanese, are more interested inm the
Blogan "Go East, Young Man!"™ 1s seen in the following
table, based on the location of all Japanese at July 1, 1944:

- Nikdkei National Museurn, 1996-159-46 _ |
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i JAFANESE
NATIONALITY: NATIONALS JAPANESE E&Nﬁﬂ;&ﬂs
Canadian Total
Bern

In B.C, Housing

Centres 269 154 594 T4%
Elsawhers in B.C. 29% 16% 55% 71%
On prairies 21% 124 67% 794
In Eastern Canada 19% 8% 754 els
IN CANADA 24.5% 14,.0% 61.5% 75.5%

Obstacles

A number of causes have slowed up the relccation
programme, sspecially in the last year, besides those
already mentioned:

== &

(a) A deeprooted fear of the "foreign territory" east of
the Rockies among the clder people, who fear that if
they go east they may never return.

(b) A reluctance to let their sons and daughters go east
away from home before marriage, especially the girls
who are brought up to shun independent actiocn.

(e) Lack of training for work in the east holds back many
fi former fishermen, urban business men, ete. Hundreds
of young people just out of high school are completely
untrained,

Refusal to break up families, so that married men can-
not be recruited willingly for work to which they can=-
not take their families, which brings complications with
respect to housing in the east,

The lethargy and peeudo-security of the Housing Centres
works againet decisiocn to braak away from the past and
g0 east.

Humors about eastern discrimination and complaints from
malad justed persons in the east are distorted and magnif
to discourage the faint-hearted., Those who fail to get
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(£) Continued.

ahead in the east write frequently and at great length,
while the successful ars too busy to writs much,

(g) Distrust of offers made by the Commission and the
pelicy of the Govermment in urging them to move out
to independent employment in their own intereats.

Eesception in the East

In the 2% years up to July 1, 1944, 4,171 more
people have settled on the Frairies, and £,879 in eastern
Canada, a total of 7,050 more sast of the Rockies. What
has been the experience of these Japanese in the east?

Those Japansse who were im the east prior to 1942
had integrated themselves into community 1ife in much the
geame way as the Chinese. There was no evidence of dis-
erimination or fear of them by other citizens,

The first evacuees in 1942 were received with =
cautlous scrutiny by employers and public alike, who had
little koowledge of the Japanese apart from what they had
read. Those who arrived first, however, made a distinctly
gcod impression =- they wers young, usually well-educated,
obliging and industrious, speaking good English, and eager
to sees eastern Canada and make a living there. The great
Bajority worked hard and employers appreciasted the wvaluable
assistance they gave on farme, in camps, in shops and in
homes.

The task of winning the respect and friendship of

Pecpls in the east has been and is espentially one for the
relocated Japanese themselves, and the ma jority heve made
& favourable impression in this respect. Credit is dus to
those who have worked hard, often overcoming considerable
Protests and opposition, and demonstrating their industry
and loyalty by doing their full share in community war
activity,

Aside from a emall amcunt of absentesism and job=
8hifting, most Japanese Canadians in the sast are making
tonscious efforts to fit into Canadian life. They are
Bntering unions, chureh and youth groups, YMCA and YWCA “
¢lubs, and other worthwhile community activities, where
they are earning respect and friendship, Most are fully
Awars that they are representing their racial group in

he eyes of Emsterners, and that their actions will affect
the attitude of eastern Canada toward the Japanese Canadians
BOth now and ian the future,

ge: Nilkkei National Museum, 1996-159-48
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Osoupationa in the east

Japanesa were paturally sought by those sastern
employere who have found their war labour shortage most
seriocus -- farmers, lumber and sawmlll companies, fertilizer
plants, tanneries, laundries, hospltals, domestic employers,
For reasons already mentioned, it has pnot alwaye been
poseible to £il)l these opsnings.

Many young people are taking trade training courses
and studying at night schools to fit themselves for more
useful and sakilled work.

In the summer of 1944 the Japanese adulte in eastern
Canada are sngaged approximately as follows:

QCCUFATICONS OF JAPANESE
ADULTS IN EASTEEN CANADA MALE FEMALE TOTAL

l. Industry and manufacturing
(mostly in small planta) 475 as 510

2. General Service
({Domestic, restaurant,
hotel and hospital)

Trade (stores, repair shops,
Laundries etec.)

Logging and millwork
(mostly in N, Ontaric)

Farming and Gardening
(mostly in S.W. Ontario)

Miscellaneous
(students, housewives, ste) 100

TOTALS 1,585

Assistance in Regettlemant

The pioneer Citizens' Committese ip helping to re-
esteblish Japanese avacuess was the Nisei Sponsoring
Committee of Montreal, composed of some publie-spirited
church and social workers, OSince 1942 such Citlizens'
Committess have been set up also in Toronto, Hamilton,
London and other Ontaric centrse, The Committess
yoluntarily have undertaken such responsaibilities as

the following:

& Nikkei Mational Museum, 1996-159-49
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(1) Assisting the Commisasion Placement Offices and Natiopal
Selective Service in opening job opportunities locally
for Japanese workers.,

(2) Finding accommodation for incoming families and single
persons.

{(3) Introducing the evacuees to worthwhile community activities s
of various kinds.

(4) Helping Japaness who become 111, or who get into any
other difficulties away from homse,

Some of these Committee members are missionarias
returned from Japan who spesk Japenese and are thue of value
in contacting the older pecple., Others are social workers
interssted in sclving the problems of racial minorities and
other depressed groups. The Committees have given and can |
give invaluable aild in making the evacuees feel at home inm
strange surroundings. |

One important funetion of the Toronto and Montreal
Committees in 1944 hae been making local plane to start
hostels for the Japanese-Canadians similar in purpose to |
the chain of hostels operated in United States cities for
the Japanese American evecuses by the American Friends

Service Committee and other organizations. These hoatels )
are expected to eamse the housing shortage in these areas |
considerably. ¥

An Inter-Church National Advisory Committes on
Japanese-Canadian Fesettlement, organized im 1943 at
Toronto with representation from the Home Mission branches
of the five large church depominations, has done useful work
in promeoting telerance toward and understanding of the
avacuess through the churches across the country. Several
of the denominations have welfare workers labouring among
the Japanese in eastern Canada, encouraging them to attend
night school and providing classes for them, helping to Bolve
their personal problems, and developing & wider understanding
of Canadian democracy.

T

Eastern universities and colleges have accepted at
least 100 Japanese-Canadianse who are making good progress
in courses on medicine, asclience, economics, social science,
agriculture, ste, Several others have graduated in Ontario
a8 gqualified tesachers and nurses.

4 number of qualified perscns have been employed, by
the Dominion Government. Since Pearl Harbour persons d&

Japanese racial origin have not been mccepted for the Armed

Forces, although many have indicated a desire to enlist. |

& Nikkei Mational Museum, 1996-159-50
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XV. DISTRIBUTION OF JAPANESE JULY 1944

B =

The following are the latest figures of the R.C.
M.P.-Commiseion combined records at Vancouver, at July
I 1, 1944.

i British Columbia --

m Interior Housing Centres.... 10,443
|

i Boad CARMDBiseccsresnnmnsrnis 376
i ﬂﬂlf“SﬂPPﬁftiﬂﬁoccoa-o-st.-. "EEE

| Reptricted area on permits.. 61 i

British Columbia Total..sssssssssese 10,733

Yukon and Northwest TerritorisB.cessssssscsssnnnas 28

Alb'rt""""."""l""""‘."‘.""l"l".l‘llll 3’559

CSaskatchOWAN o sasssssnssssss s s sa s s b ot osis 143
[ ManitobB.osssssnsssaasnsssossssssssnsnnnna 1,123

:| ontariﬁliilliliiliilil-----'oo-i-l1---;--1 2,613

QUEDBC e sasssssssassssnsossssasssasnssssnnnad 451
%i H‘ritilﬂﬂ-sil----ttittta--i-.o--a-----tsta 1

.: Easnt of Rockies Total,sssssssssssssspsssssssssgggs 7,300
“ Total Japansss in Canada..cssssasssnsssnsdnsaanses 25,081

I e

i' By Nationality they are divided:

E Canadian bOrDesecesses 14,483 E
? Naturalized Capadian., 3,321 ! é
| Japanese Nationals... 5,815 I :
? United States Citizens 10 g
; Interwed.ssssssssssnss 92 W

Tnt“l.iiiii‘ii'iit....as|551

g:hikknifi!ﬁunﬂlhhm50umn,1QQEL1EELSH
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V1. STATEMENT BY FRIME MINISTER W.L. MACKENSIE KING ON FPOST-

WAR JAPANESE POLICY, HOUSE OF COMMONS, AUGUST 4, 1944,

+»+sN ow may I speak of persons of Japanese origin in Canada,
On several occasions the view has been expressed by residents of
British Columbla that the rest of Canada does not appreciate the
Japanese problem, and that it has been left as virtually the sole
responsibility of their provinece, The fact that in 1941, 22,0986
of the 23,149 persons of Japanese race in Canade lived in British
Columbia undoubtedly made the paople of that province particularly
aware of the problem, and I can equally say it made the pesople of -
other parte of Csnada less aware of how great the problem was. It Y“
cannot be sald that during the war the government of Cansda hams s
left the guestion on the doorstep of British Columbim, It has
taken primary responsibility, I should like now to say, and to
emphasize the statement, that the governmant recognizes that the
problem i1s ona to be faced and dealt with not merely by Zritish
Columbia but by the whole country., The provinces have their part-
icular sphere of responsibility, I wish to make clear, howavar,
that the government does recognize that the preblem is one to be
faced by the whole of Canada as a Canadian problem, It is on this b
bagis that the matter has been approached. By

The government has had certain basic principles before it in
formuleting the policy which I wish to present today,. In the first
place, it recognizes the concern felt by British Columbis at the
posaibility of once again having within its borders virtually the
entire Japanese population of Canada. In the past that sltuation ]
has led to acrimony and bitterness. That the feeling is general 4
in British Columbia has been made evident not only by the remarks ’f
of hon. members from that province but also through representations =
receivsd from many west coaet organizations amd individuals. In
view of the concern, it is felt that it must be accepted as a basic A
factor that it would be unwise and undesirable, not only from the I
roint of view of the people of British Columbia but alsc from that
of persons of Japanese origin themselves, to allow the Japanese
ropulation to be concentrated in that provinece after the war,

Secondly, mccount should be taken of the fact that for the
most part the people of Japanese race in the country have remained
loyal and have refrained from acts of sabotage and obstruction
during the war. It is a fact that no person of Japanese rTace born
in Canade has been charged with any sct of sabotage or dislovalty
during the yeara of war. For the future protection of those who

| have remained loyal, as well as to eliminate those who have shown
that their true sllegiance is not to Canada but to Japan, the
government is of the view that persons of Japanese race, whether
Japanese nationals or British subjects by nationmalization or birth,

who have shown dieloyalty to Canadas during the war should not have

:
3
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the privilege of remaining in Canada after the struggle is
terminated. That iz a second principle that is conaidered to
be fundamental,

to the strong feeling that has been aroused against the Japanese,
during the war and to the extreme difficulty of assimilating
Japanese personz in Canada, no immigration of Japanese intoc this
country should be allowed after the war, It is realized, of course,
that no declaraticon of this type can or should be attempted which
would be binding indefinitely into the future, Nevertheless, as

a guidiog principle in the years after the war, it 1s felt that
Japanese immigrante should not be admitted.

; Thirdly, the government i1s of the view that, having regard
|
b
§
o
|

i Finally, the govermment considers that while thers are
[ disloyal persons to be removed, and while immigration in future
b is undesirable, and while problems of amgsimilation undoubtedly do
1 present themselves with respect even to the loyal Japeanese in
Canada, nevertheless they are persons who have been admitted here
to settle and become cltizens, or who have been borm into this
free country of ours, and that we cannot do lees than treat such
| persons fairly anmd jJustly. The intereste of Canada must be
I paramount, and ite interests will be protected as the first duty
! of the government. It has not, however, at any stage of the war,
‘ been shown that the presence of a few thousand persons of Japansse J
|
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race who have been guilty of no act of sambotage and who hava B B
meanifested no disloyalty even during periods of utmost trial, b
eonstitutes a menace to a nation of almost twelve million people, pe
Those who are disloyal must be removed. Thaet is clear. Eurely, %
howsver, it is not to be expected that the government will do S e

| other thanm deal justly with those who are guilty of no erime, or i

| even of apy 11l intention, For the government to ect otherwise

| would be an acceptance of the standarde of our spemiess and the )
negation of the puprvoses for which we are fighting. fu

These are the principles that have geemed to the government
worthy of acceptance as the basis for a reasonable and sguitable
polioy in disposing of this vexatious problem, The exigenciss of
the future may dictate modifications or altarations,

I should add that in handling the Japanese problem we shall
attempt, in so far as it scems desirable, to maintain a poliey
that in a sense cen be considered me part of a continemtal poliey.
The situation in the United States in a great many essentials is
the same as cur own, and to the extent that it seems desirable we
shall endeavour to ensure that our policy takes account of the
policies which are being applied south of the border. There is

no need for an ldentity of poliey, but I believe there is merit
in maintaeining asmbretantial consistency of treatment in the two
eountries,




- 49 =

I might now menticn the tentative measures which 1t is
proposed to put into effect in order to carry out a policy based
upon the principles I have indicated. The first and, in & sense,
the fundamental task 1s to determine the loyal and the disloyal
parsons of Japanese Tace in Capsda. The entire policy depands
upon this belng done, To some extent, of course, the tagk has been
earrisd out through the examination and internment of suspicious
or dangerous persons. It eannot be assumed, however, that all those
who have been interned are disleyel, Some may have merely misunder- 2
stood thelr dispossession from their property im the protected zones,
and, as peesceful and honest Canadian citizens, may have striven to
protect and retain what they conaidered to be rightfully theire.
Undoubtedly some of these cases exist. Misunderstanding i not the |
game a8 trailtorous intent, and a stubborn defence of ocne's own
property 1s not necesearlly disloyelty. On the other hand there
may be persons who have committed no mct to justify their intern-
ment but who are in fact disloyal, What is clearly needed ia the
establishment of a quasi-judicial commission to examine the back-
ground, loyalties and attitudes of all persons of Japanese race 1in
Canada to ascertaln those who are not fit persons to be mllowed to
remain hera., The commissgion I have referred to¢ should, I think,
be established in the falrly near future, in order that it may
begin what will be a large and important task, The result of the )
work of the commission would be to establisgh a list of disloyal
Japanese persons, some of whom will be Japanese nationals, some

E British subjects by naturalization, and some British subjects by
birth, The government's intention would be to have these disloyal
rersons deported to Japan as eoon a8 theat is physically possible.
Frior to deportation, British subjects, falling within this class,
would be deprived of thelr status as such. By the terms of the i

i g

reacs, Japan can be compelled, whether she wiashes it or not, to
accept these persons. There mey alsc be some persons who will |I’
voluntarily indicate a desire to proceed to Japan. TFor these, no -%:

further examinmtion wounld be necessary. Whatever their naticnal
status, they would be allowed and encouraged to go ag soon AE they
CAN,

Onee the examipnation has been carried out there will be
established & list of Japanese persons who are loyal to Cansda, |
Those persons, if they have been properly admitted to this eountry,
and wish to remain here, should be allowed to do so. However, as
I have said, they should not be allowad once more to concentrate
d in British Columbia, To prevent such concentration, messures of
two types can be taken =-- a maximum can be set on the number of

tersone of Japanese race to be mllowed to returm to British
Columbis, and paersons of Japanese race ¢gan be given encouragement
to move and remain elgewhers., It would be most undesirable, I
believe, to establish & permanent barrier to the movemeant within
| Capnada of persons who have been lawfully admitted to Canada or
wio are nationals of Canada. That would raise the possibility of
discrimination and restrictions on movement to and from provinces
Whigch might have most unfortunate consequencee in the future,

o Mldtel MNational Museum, 1996-159-54




l - 50 =

Even the esstablishment of a temporary limitation would be
H undesirable in prineiples, but as a practical question of
policy it may well be lnescapable,

There is little doubt that, with cooperation om the
part of the provinces, it can be made posslble to settle
the Japanese more or less evenly throughout Canada. They
will have to settle in such a way that they must be able
| to pursue the settled lives to which they are entitled,
and that they do not present themselves as an unassimilable
bloe or colony which might again glve rise to distrust,
fear and dislike. It is the fact of concentration that
heg given rise to the problem,

The sound policy and the best poliey for the JTapanese
Canadien themselves 1 to distribute their numbers as wide-
ly as possible throughout the country where they will not
1 create feelings of raclal hostility.

It is not my intention at this time to enlarge further
on this matter. There are questions of detail still to he
consldered. There may also be modifications of policy whickh
J! further investigation will show toc be necessary. However,
bl the lines of development to which the govermnment will en- -
deavour to adhere will be in general those which I have out= )
| lined. We must not permit in Canada the hateful doctrine
I of racialism which is the basis of the Nazl system everywhere,

pur aim is to resclve.a difficult problem in a manner which

will protect the pecople of British Columbla and the interests

of the country as a whole, and at the same time preserve, in
I whatever we do, principles of fairnese and justicae.

& M_Idtoi Mational Museum, 1996-159-55
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