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Letter #1 13 rue Calvin,
Genova, Switzorlend,

M=y 12, 1946,

Dear frianﬂs,

My prcsent job leaves me with so littlce time for lotter-writing
that I must resort to the .present, admittedly unsctisfectory, cxpodicnt
of an "epistlc gomeral" in order to fulfil thet primery Christian duty
of satisfying the legitimate curicsity of my friends =2 to my comings
and goings., In eddition, since I shell inelude in future cditions rof-
erences to the "aniversity question" whieh engrogses my ettontion ot the
moment, it is being sent to some of the folk with whom I discusscd this
metter in my recont travels. The first two lottors will be mueh longer
then their sucecssors which,I hope to producc approximetoly monthly.

Abgchied tut Weh.

Shell we begin in Kingston, New York, or London? "In the beginning
is my end and in thc end is my beginning®™ as T. S. Eliot correctly re-
marks in his FOUR QUARTETS which has boen glving me a gront desl of
Pleesure; so lut's start in Kingston which wes quitc dofinitoly = begin-
ning and an end,

From July to September I plugged away et Queen's trying to inculeste
the rudiments of caleulus into the minds of about 80 roturned mon, teach-
ing about elcven hours a woeek, merking seads of sxerciscs, and doing some
private tutoring. 4s Treasurcr of the S5.C.M., I did & bit of work raising
money to establish Rev. Jack Leng as the S.C.M. Soerctary., The first half
of the summer had involved a long sossion at tho meetings of the enlareed
Exceutive Committec of the World's Student Christian Fodeoration wherc I
gave a talk on "The Mission of the S.C.M. in tho University" which was
followed by one woek's holiday in Princoton during which I rced the proofs
of "The Theory of Lie Groups" by my friocnd and formor Professor, Claude
Chevalley who is gencrally regerded es one of the lomding modorn algobraists.

On Octobor 1, I joined the staff of the W.S.C.F. "with speclal roas-
ponsibility in the arce of the Mission of the S.C.M. in the Univorsity and
in particuler of the proparation for a thorough discussion of this subjcet
at the goneral committce in August 1946", My appeintment was for onc yoar
to be oxteonded for one or two further yeers at tho plcasure of thec General
Committee. ! -

Departure from Kingston involvad Packing two years' aceumuletcd stuff
and brought me to the firm convietion thet books arc botter in bookeas: s
then in packing easss. It also involved the end of two very ploasant
years of toaching which I hed cnjoyed very much, Teaching methemetics
requires & stretching of the mind of the student which oeemsionally becomes
visible as the light of insight breaks over his porploxed feco., Sometimes
after I had lebourod diligently, ropeating, prodding, teckling tho point
from differcnt angles and then finally the light dawncd, I would bubble
with such joy and sclf-complacency that it was en offort to rofrain from
laughtur. A class of third year engincering physics studonts wes the bost
class by far that I cver taught; so of coursc I could not refusc thoir
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request to deliver extra leectures during the Spring term for two hours

a woek on advanced material and though the sheer delight and the privil-
cge of tesching them was sufficient rocompense for the work, it wes as
gratifying =s it was surprising to receive a megnificent Queen'u ring from
their diffident spokesman on the last’day. During my two Queen's yesrs I
managed tc accomplish esbout as mueh methematical reading as during the
three years I worked for my doctorste and begon to feel that if I were to
continue at that rate I might possibly be worthy in about ten years of

the superlative title "methematicien". In addition to this, my "boundsn
duty and service™, I put a good deal of time and energy 1nto I.8.5., 8. C.M,,
and the Co-operative Residence of 32 men of which I was so-called "Don",
and the choir of St. George's Cathedrsl in which I sang bass.

I am sure there is no better trasining for young boys than to sing in
@ choir under a strict end competent leader. Nor in my view, is there
more divine music than the psaslms chented by an all mele choir in the
English tradition. It is a great pity that we in Caneda are almost tot-
ally unconscious of the great weelth of glorious church musie which a dozen
or more first-rate English Church musicians - Purcell, Gibbon, Croft,
Morlsy, Greene, ete., - have bequeathed to us. It was leavirg St. George's
whieh T probably regretted most in my departure from Kingston. The Angli-
can liturgy, properly performed is a thing of sheer beauty. I suspect
my Kierkegaardisn friends will accuse me of some form of idolatry. Cer-
tainly, I know of and have indeed experienced the danger of allowing the
form to take the place of the substance of religion. But I lmow too,
that beauty can speak to us of CGod and that when I entered into it pr0parly
the liturgy wes & most potent force in shaping my emotions and conforming
them to true godliness., On my last Friday in Kingston, I went along to
choir-preactice snd sat in the dark nave of the cathadrﬂl ligtening to the
choir., How could I help but be grateful and profoundly humbled that God
should grant us the enjoyment of such riches, the experience of a fore-
taste of the harmonies of the celestial hosts., Who would not join with
the psalmist snd sing "I was glad when they said unto me, let us go into
the house of the Lord".

Living in the co-op. was a marvelous cxperience for me. Scarcely
any of the members were professing Christians, but everyone of them was
an excellent chap; sc I was forced to face the difference betwsen ethics
and Christianity. BSeven of the members of the house I lived in were
Medical students who continually discussed the usually most taboo subjccts
with an embarrassing frankness and dispassionateness which quickly dis-
pelled a great desl of my prudishness and my Christian-shock-reaction to
the facts of life. The organizeation was owned and controlled completely
by students, and provided, I believe, the best possible education in living
and co-operating with other folk., Two rether terrifying experiences wers
entailed in the responsibility I hed to assume for two boys connected
with the co-op. who beeceme mentally i1l, one with schizophrenia, and the
other with hypomenis (a mild manie daprﬂssi?a] With the first I stayed
up several nights gquietening his fears and keeping his mind away from his
obsessions. I took to reading, with much greater earnestness then sver
before, works on psychiztry. To actually witness a mind departing from
normaley is most frightening, more so for me than any sxperience of death
has been. Man is like a tightrope-wslker balancing over the abyass of :
personal and social insenity. There is no simple conclusion with which
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I can terminate this peregraph, and sc perheps for thet resson it is
dragging on. Certainly meny of the scute problems of some of these
boys I knew sc well would have been easily surmcunted if-they had been
nurtured and estsblisghed in an intelligent Christian pattern of life.
Scmetimes Christians telk sbout the Christisn life as though cntepring
upon it is simple and immediste. By no means, for I am thoroughly per-
suaded of the essential importance of habit, of sanctification if you
will. (I suspect some of wou won't, and _oox for acute replies!). And
most of the difficultiss these hnys faced in understanding and aspprehend-
ing Christianity were = result of the deficiener in the witness of the
Church, espeeially in its divisions end in its feilure to speak at the
level of intellectual honesty and precision which an educeted person
demands to-day. Any relapse into an oversimplified dogmetism, such as
Barthianism and Anglo-Catholiciam represent, to my nmind can do nothing
but harm.

VANCOUVER TC WIITMTIFEG

On October 2, I flew to Vancouver begimming a trip which so far
hes taken me to over 40 colleges in as many places and over 15,000
miles. In Vancouver I had a good chat with N.4.l. MecKenzie the new
president of U.B.C. "Larry" as he is !mown to almost everyone, inelud-
ing the students, wes once sn S.C.M. secretary in the leritimes. Hs
seemed to be wvrklng -very hard end enjoying himself immensely. He is
in closer end more vital contset with the students then any other univ-
ersity president I kmow. Perhaps you read the recent (Feb.l8) sccount
of the mushroom growth of his cempus in "Time™ magezine. Its usually
misleading manner is well edapted to portray that perticular situation.
Meny of you lmow Alex Graat who, I thought, was doing an exeellent job
a8 S.C.}M. Secretary. A4t U.B.C. I succeeded in sccomplishing the three-
fold objective which I had on each Canadian eampus: (1) to deseribe
the werk of Internationsl Student Servics to the Executive of the
student body and ths loecal I.S.S. Committee and to any wider group of
students; (2) to talk to S.C.lM. students about the W.S.C.F.; (3) to
meet a few members of staff, especislly professedly Christian ones, to
discover their mind on the main problems confronting the unive*sity
world and to present to them some of the thinking of the Duteh and
British. The U.B.C. ex-servicemen sre in a more advenced state of
organizetion than those of any other campus I visited. 5ix hundred of
them heard me patiently while I held forth on I.5.5.

Due to the enthusiasm of President llacKenzie and Professor Basil
Mathews, my presentation to & small group of staff resulted in the
formation of a study group of about fifteen faculty members who have
since met several times sseking to discover the true relation of
Christienity to the university. The minutes of their meetings which
I have received, sugsest that it is a serious end lively group.

On my trip west, the plane was delayed three hours and this brought
us into the Rockies just et sunrise. Floating over the zreat jazgzad
snow-tipped peaks with the sun breaking through the dark vapours of the
night was, I should think, the best possible first spproach to the
Rockies. I recrossed them by trein to Edmonton. From the plane one
lost any sense of the height of the mountains. From below they were
rather more breath-taking. But I must stop trying to give impressions
of my stream of consciousness or this letter will be imoossibly long.
Leaving Don Reed, Jim Romevn and Edrmonton, I went on to Saskatoon and
met J. S. Thomson, ths President, a truly
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great Yerson steeped in the Scottish philosoph-
ical and Christian tradition; from there to 3ran-
don where I enjoyed some marvelous oatmeal porr-
idge with rich, rich cream in éddition to more

‘intellectual delights, and then to Winnipeg,

The University of !l'anitoba wsas in the throes

of celebreting Freshran day in all its pre-war
Tun and happily had essenbled well over 1500
students in the rain theatrs who hesrd the

story of I.8.S, with most generous sttention
coming &s it did after twelve hilarious soyesches,
the best of whigh undoubtedly was by the new
rresldent of the University of I'anitoba,

Lr. "rueman (note the "e'),

| innesota to YVew York

From Winnipeg it is en easy night
journevy to linneepolis; so soon I wes in the
Twin Cities where I spent the greater pert
of & week trying to pain some feeling of ths
neture of a Mtypical large Stote College",
Whether or not it was typical, I do not Lnow,
Certeinly it wes large., Their giantg Union,
co-educational with geperate facilities for men
and women malies Hart House loolk quite snall,
I'y first encounter wes with 1285 live Lutheran
Students at e veek-end conference planned by
Cerl Lund-Quist (Lund hyphen Quist, as he is
celled by one irreverent student) the secretary
of the Lutheran Student Assoclation, I geined
& ¥very real asdrniration for the vitality of
the Lutheran trzéition in the 1liddle West st
this affair for the thirty young folk in the
cormission I conducted, had, compared with
similar sized groups I have led, schieved a fair
desree of integration of = sensible brand of
Christianity with theirp thinkin~ ebout other
things. That does not eXpress any too well
what I want to sa¥. The phenomenon I thought
1 detected wes soecial rather then personal,

I felt thet T had entered into = comrunity
which wes different fronm ény other than I had
known, It wes different in thet the zcids of
modernity so potent in most of North America
had not dissolved so nuch. The sere might be
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seid of Quebec, but here the forces resisting
the dissolution were not jurely conservative
but were besed on a positive apprehension of
a forri of Christianity of which I approved.

From I innesota I went on to Chicazo
to visit irnold and Ethel Nash and to see my
god-son David and his older brother Keir.

The whole femily seemed very well anéd hsppy.,
Lrnold is teaching Church History =t lieCormick
Theological Seminery and enjoyineg it wvery uch.
Thet & leading Presbyterian seminary invited

a priest of the Church of England to teach

1s due almost wholly to the enthusiastic rec-
eption his book THE UNIVHRSITY I THE ! ODERN
WORLD Les received, Ieir seems to have improved
greatly in social adaptability; my god-son you
will be glad, and surely not surprised, to hear,
has & very sunny disposition,

On to. New York for & meeting of
the Morth Acerican Committee of World Student
Relief and ny first meeting with Andre de Blonay
the delightful Swiss upon whose shoulders
fell & tremendous burden all during the war years
in his office ss General Secretary of World Stud-
ent Relief. He sketched graphically the terrific
need among students of the world. It hecane
clear as vwe studied revorts =nd budgets and
euditors' stetements that e mcqt valuable
end indeed rirzeculous work had béen accon plished,
but thet flna1clal rasaurces were about one-
tenth of whs 1 was nnedeu for an sdequate prograrme,
I left the¢t meetine oppressed by the appalling
nceds of the uniVErsity world, and heartgned by
what hed been accomplished with so little resources
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and by the spirituel significence of our stud-
ent relief work.,

Toronto to Toronto

I returned to Toronto to see the
fairily and have what I considered wes a well-
carned rest. Instead, I spent a week in
rather feverish activity ordering clothes,
etc, for my tri» to Europe, end helping the
I.5.8. Committee before setting off for the
Varitimes,

n my way, LI ocald my last visit
to Queen's, telking to the I.S5.5. and S5.C.lM.
cormittee, then stopped at 1c¢cGill and saw
President Jemes and the fresident of the
Student Council about I.S.S., end finally arrived
in Fredericton to talk about 1.5.5. to the
University of New Brunswick, !y timing was
not propitious beceause the community had just
been unset by the desth of & young Physics pro-
fessor who had tried to sewe & led frou: drown-
ing. «The professor was & Qualker who wiés very
highly regarded in Fredericton. The funeral
service from the University Haell was extreiiely
simply an@ mast moving., Tie _resident, Brig.
i.F, Gregg spoke briefly and by his sheer

starkness, was treendously effective.

he S5.C. « orowd et U,N.D. ssemed
very keen., Since I was there on & Sunday, 1 was
invited to preach in the .nglicen Cathedral,
Ts receive the invitation wes consldersed a step
forward in relationslins, and it wes no doubt
Gue to the fsct Canon Hiltz had warned the Dean
thet a youns 4n:lican from Upper Cancda would be
straying in those perts. Jfterwards 1 talkec to
& grous of students anc this ledé into an &absorb-
ing discusslion about original sin which went on
till two o'cloek, 1y bus, due at 4 A,ll,, was
lete; so I nissed the ferry across the Bay of
Fundy. ‘& arrived at the dock just in time to
gsee the boat casting off! This wos & greet trag=-
gdy since I was due to supesk the next dey st a
I'ission &t acadia., However, 1 was too tired to
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worry over 1y plight, wired icacdile aug went to
DGd....0nly te soon be rudely swakened by the
order thet I rust sroccod overland by train to
be et by & car thirty iiiles from tho caipus.

Since this 1:cent most of s very slow night in
& Vvery uncornforteblc train, ny rebeliious
neturc tooll sonc boeting Gown, but the s.irit
finelly preveilec end I boerded it (not tho syirit).
Lecording to e [eritimcr (20 I may repo:t this
story), if e i'eritisec train stooped to pick

ub & dozon ezgs end only cleven had beon leid,
i1t would weit for the t slfth. .y train ex-
emplificd this exasectly. Howcver, sure cnough
wc arrivec &t 5.30 end thore woere Jeck Bisho»
ana two stalwart lLcadiec studonts weiting for
ne., Vo receched acadie =t shout eight, in tiue
for breelifast end & short breal to areparc 'y
TEUBLis,

Leforc & full suditorium, Herrict
Ghristic (THa WO &F!) of the 5.0.1.. of Ccnads,
~rols ieCracken (THE TEBOLOGIAN) of lic..aster cné
now of Rivurside Church in Fow Yorl, end 1 ysclf
(THE SCIZN1s7) did our picce and the : ission
to leedic University was well underway. 1t
provcd to bo 2 very intecrosting and cducative
cvent for ie. It had becn well prcpsred for
by the loeccl cormmittee, wes sponsorcd by the
officigl student body, hed the full supsort
of thc sresident end the active sympethy of
most of the faeulty, Acadia hess s soliad
Baptist baciground, and unfortunstcly the
rorc fundamentelist inelined theologicel
students errogeted to thonsclves tho term
Christian, so to & lerge cxztent Christianity
ls identified in the populer  ind with Vie-
torlan teboos. This to iy ind wes the pein
point we hed to combat; so I tosk the line of
being en objective matherietician vho did not
think th-t Christianity consisted in conventions,
Two of us lield forth each night for a little
morc then an hour altog: ther. That session wes
followed by discussion groups under thc threc
lcadcrs, Ve rested Tfor helf :n hour and then
went into a bull-scssion in onc of the residencos.
Thesc last wors where we 4id the bost work, and
#ot to grips with the rcesl problens of the
students., In the eftcrnoons shout twenty students
in all came te consult us on sonec perscnal oro-

o

blert. One of 1y subjeets was LIFE'S L CIsSIOrs,

[
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and I chose s illustration, choosing a job ené
choosing & mete as the two most important deecisions
"most of us face, The convietion with which I
spoke on this led %o an embarrassament when one
girl who consulted me privetely cams to discuss
a marital problen and only st the very snd of
the interview & chence remerk I riade led har to
entsrtain for the firet tiue, to her infinite
confusion though not to mine, the ices that I
was not merried! It was & great joy to work with
l'iss Christie and Profcssor i cCracken, voth
of wihom did an.exeellent job, I can scarcely
lnegine a team working tozether with grester
harmony. I was humbled by discovering a new way
I could sin, for this was the first tine I sver
consclously thought of myself as trying to con-
vert people. It gsve me en insight into what
“ust be one of the grest temptations of =
preecher,

Acadia was followed by wvisits re
1.8.3, to.Dalhousie &nd liount Allison where
thers was alresdy considerable enthusiasm,
Frow iiount Allison I worked in ¢ most jleesant
overnilght visit with Glynn Firth, who is the
United Church minister at Forthport. ¥e has
Jsen ectlve in Co-ops (having sterted & couple)
and seciis to be loved ané respected by his
perishoners (if & United Churchman hes psrishon:rs
whieh somehow I doubt!).

From Northport to Hervard, Yele,
Brown, £nd Connecticut end & trensformation
fronm 1.5.8. to the task of the Christian, in
particulsr the professor, in the University,
4t Harvard I had the Zood fortuns to lunech with
8 rmember of the comittee which recently pub-
lished EDUCATION IN . FRER S¢ gLETY, The
Uriversity of Connecticut is remeriehle for
its isoletion and the existence near-by of a
community church in whieh folk of 211 éenomina-
tions (even R.C., &t leest until recently)
participate sctively. TFor a stete university
the hendling of the religious problem seered guite
edvanced and good, laergely dus to the excellent
work of Faul Pfustze a nember of the philosophy
department who teaches religion,

then + resched New York with the
object of cdoing some worlk for Rolend Elliott
while he was ewey in C'ina, I found that there

Wes praetically ~ nothing to do; sc I eesucht

1 LR A= e lwd B |
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what I diagnoscd enc troeated &s & i11é cass of .
tflu. . When 'y temperature reached 102,5, 1 cec-
ided it wes tire to go hoiej so got a slesper
=ng headed for Toronto, 1 slept well eand felt
ruch better on ry errival but ceclded to con-
sult & doctor who itedietely decided 1t was
central pneuronia. So off to the hosoltal

T went to be injeeted with peniecillin every
three hours for five days. The needle was

about one tndéd & helf inches loNg...wVorY
crueso e but cfter =while it beceaiic @ not
unpleasant routine., The effect on ny tenper-
cture was mireculous, end I was allowed out

the dcy before Christmas, The curs 18 & little
dece tive because evidently one must rest for

a long time citer,

Farowell America.

Januery 8 sew me rieke ny fond adieus
to the folks and away to lew York to stay 1n
Vindham Houss, &8 Very proper enc dellichtful
hostel for Eoiscopalian girls! On Jenuery )

T embzriied on the Queen Elizaboth with the
Palestinien Commission, The NGEL jnstalment
whieh will follow fairly soon, will get 1e from
the Queen Z':izabeth to rue Tartheleny [ cnn,
Goneva,

T sup.ose thet whet will interest
vou rnost will be iy reactlons to Burope. if
vou want these letters to continus, I will nesed
sorie encoursserient, and also sonme suldance &S
to whet you went to lnow, The chronicling of
mere motion hes been so considersble in this
letter thct thore wes room for little elss;
however, after Ve recch (Ceneve, iy motlon slows
down considerably; so we cen become HOTre
philosoohical snd sociological and then your
guestions would help & lot,

All the best,

JOHN.

e

Duplicated for A.J. Coleman, by the Student
] christian ! ovement, 25 Bloor St., W.,
| Toronto, Onterio, Ausust 14, 1946.
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