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dh Dk the Lethbridie Consultautive Comunittee on Conadisns
of Japanese origin, LEIHERIDGE ALBEKRTA. June 30 1946

Y In spite of a large volume, end country-wlde expression, of
pubiic opinion w hich has declared itself in opposition to the current
mass "re-patrimtion” to Japan, of Canadians of Japanese origln, the
measure, which amounte to deportation, is being carried out,

Efery conceiveble basie of argument and eppeanl has been uded to
deémonsteste the inigeitous nature of the government's declslon %o proceed
with the msasure, but the government is obviously determined, upon grounds
of its own, to carry it our, and hes therefore made itself blind snd
decf to every argument except that of the letter of the law.lt ig uot
the first time that the prestige of the lay hes been used to lend a
peublance of justification to procecedinge whieh on every other ground
stand condemmed, Acedrdingly the deportstion has already begun and 1%
ias alre toe 1late to prevent the perpetustiion of & gross injustioce
ou & scandelously wide scale.It 1s not too late, however, to o on
to its conslusion the arousing of public conmscience toc awareness that
an injustice has been comuitted; that 1t is monstrous both in scope
and degres; andTHAT IT HAS Beki CUL.ITTED IN THE HAME OF THE FELOPLE
UF Gadislh, 4nd sarely it is not too late, either, to prevent pimilar
dishonour to Gauada and to humanity in the future,

o "In on ethical context it becomes qulte clear that there can
be ho reml Jusiification for deporting anyone, vwhether or not he is a
Genmcisn eitizen, unless it can be demonstrated that he hes connittedd
au sotion which threstams the welfere of the govermment and people of
Ceonds, our Frime sainister sdmitted there had never been such grounds
for deporting at lemst & larie humber of those who sre included in the
deportation 0rdere.ccs..

Whether or not the Prime ainister mede such a statement, the
ethiosl faet remains, that tc punish eny person when there has not been
even the sliegation that he has committed a orims, muoch less any proof
of the charge, is to destroy all poseibility of Justice. Unless and
wil it has been both claimed and proved thet each Japanese Canadian
ineluded in the order for deportation had committed & renaonable
offence, the government hed no shadow of & right %o confront
end resident Lenadian Jupanese with the necegeity of chooslng whether
he would go to Jepan or remaln in Canada.

Sec ; 1t has been urged that the deportution is nccessary
becanse its vietims have shown they will not allow thenselves to be, or
are incapable of being, assimilated into the life of Caneda's people.
but, if this is true, and it 1is manifestly a moet difficult thi ng to
decsonstrate, 1t must, if justlee is to bc upheld, be applied eselupively
to such Japauese as moy in the future seek adnission to Canede. because
those who are slready in Canadas were allowed, and cven cucourased to
enter,long before it was possible to kunow how far they would prove
ssginileble, By our acceptance of them in the first place we bave
comuitted ourselves to abiding by our scceptance, .nd if now,we are
not satisfied with our hergein we must put up with it. For the
alternctive is to minister to our selfish convenience Ly treating
other people with ruthless injustice, by treating men as things., It 18
to go beck on a coveumnt of our own initiating and to treat men
g mere cooverniences, to Te used by um 80 long ea they serve our
purpose, and to be discarded like worn out s.oes, whenever we deem
them of no further use., If this sort of treatment prevails unchellenged,
it means thet the lezis have won, because they are toe subtle for our
mlﬁi t “ T e et e s —

.gﬁgf§§y; end it 1s voird beomuse it is an implicetion of the
first two etnlcal facts, the goverzuent's treatment of these Ceuadians
of Japenes:t origin eon readily aerve as & precedent, whenever the
government cares to use 1%, for simjlar treatment of Censdians of
Fintish,Seendinavian, Luteh, Irksh unglish, Seottish, or any other
rocce from one of Hhiuh every banadian derlves.

From pow on no one is safey cll that is neecfied is the modern
guuivalent of el "lettre de cechet™ an ordersip~counci}, end Canada can
be emptied of allpeople whose presence constitutes e hindrance to the
rapecious and predatory will of the minority who hold the reins of
power.And if this is the futdre of Cansda, one ocn no longer wonder
ot o certain Japmnese Canacian we read about. For on his return froa
service with the Canadisn Armed Forces he found his property sold,
(elthough he hed becn ussured ihe government would held it in trust for
him); he found himself evented from re-establishing nimself in his
legitimete businees; he chose of hie own volition to leave the
country that trested hiu thue because he falt he would be treated with
greater felrness in Jepan. .

LICERETS mede by The Co-operatlce Gommittee
on Jeparese Cenadianse 126 Eestbourne ive,Toronto.
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 The hitherto unpublicized Jrder-in-Couneil F.C, 10773, dated &t
UTTAWA, Hov. 26%h, 1942,

f{hig Order provides that: .

A. Any Eritish subject of a Caunadian netionsl who requests to be
moved to an enemy country durdng the war, shall from the date of his
departure from Caueds for repatriation, cease to be & Eritish subject,

B, The wife and minor children of any person who ceases to be a Eritish
subject under parsgraph "A" shall, 41f included in that person's
application for repatridtion also ccase to be Lritish sudpjecte from

the dete of departure.

C. Notwithstanding the provisions of section 15 of the Naturaliszatlon
Aiet, Chapter 128 of the hevisied Statutes of Canada, 1987, & minor
onild of & person who ceases to be a Eritish subjeet by virtue of
eph "A" of this clamuse, shall not cemse to be a British subject
by reason only that his parent has ceased to be a Eritish eubject,
unless he is included in his parent's application for repatrhhtion

 and sctually departs from Canada,

The Hew CGaumdian of June B8th ecoznents on this Order and sayedi
"If the above order-in-council has not been withdrawn or modified, then
it is olear thet ell those Who are leaving Canade under the repatrhation
plan cease to be Eritish subjecta or Canadian citizenal
Wine uUrder-im-vouncil is objectionable because it cuts scroes the
safeguards to citizensolp provided in the new Citizenship Act. The
Act provides that Canadian eltizenship may be revoked or rencunced
ag regaris vansdian-born persons OBLY in the following cases.
1,where he acquires & foreign citizenship outside of Canads.
2.where, having dual nationality, he renocunces his Canadian
niti:tnnn1£ after reaching twenty-one or after marriage.
3, minor children whose parent losee eitizenship uhder 1. or 2.
4. where he has dual cltizenship and serves in the armed forces
of any country when it is at war with Cauada.
5.minor childien whose parent loses neturelizetion under the
Citizenship's Act provisions may be deprived of citizenship
by an Urder-in-Couneil.

Znd, 1946
Excer 0 &rs o egls y means ol or srs-in-council
- e eifect without even Deing conmanlicated to the publie have

W

been brought to light once agein by the discovery of F.l. 10773, dated
Hov. 86, 1942 which provides that any British subject "who regquesis
to be woved to an enemy country during & war" shall cease %0 be &
sritish subjeet on nis departure from Cansds, &nd tbe wife and minor
children of any sueh person if included in his application ghall also
cease to be british subjects from the date of departure.”

"ihis order-in-eouncil having been kept, so to speak, up
the Government's sleeve, has not been passed upon by the Suprege Court
gud is not before the Frivy Councllleccase

wipig outraseous interferencs with the rights of people
who were born into lanadian citizenship and wno have no possible
elaim to other oitizenship should be put an end to immedintely
by the reselnding of the Urcer in question."cee o

nseyversl thousand persons of Japanese descent nave had
their lives altered for them by this pilece of legislation{whioch has
been on the secret status books for three und & half years) without
having hed the slightest jdes that it existed.It 18 entirely possible,
end indeed extremely likely, thet some of the persons who signed the
repatriation documents would not have done so if they had been aware
that by that actlion they were consigning their Canadien-born
ghildren to the fate of never being able to return to Canade, end of
becoming stateless in & world in whieh the ability to clalmn the
protection of some reasonably powerful government] or one with
powerful friends, is & prime condition of personal safety.”

"Phe orier-ib-council ies & fla% contradiction of %the s?inniplca

of the new Citizenship A0t esnPols 10773 should be rescinded at the

earliest possible date.”
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Co-operative Commitiee on Japanese Cansdiane
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Sume fiftecn landred persong of Je aunsse reciel ori in receatly left
G aéa on their way t0 Japan,without protest b, themsclves or mnybody
else, vud it is probable that s4 & considiercile momber of sthers will
leuve iu the saue mei.er suortly. 1t is laportaat thetl thoee Caipcicas
wio toke ou interest 1n ludividusl libverty eslioald unaerstand tual

ag ouspulalon is exercissd iu these cauee, wud no yuestio. of the

ri ibe of a Cauadion eltizen or & human being iuvolved, Lothlng oculd
be clearer then the distinction betwe.. these voluutery wravellers sad
the persons wno to-dey do not wish to ¢o to Jape ., bat who ean e
couyelled to G0 80 WACEr the urders-in=Council .G79uS,7306,end 7857,
none of these latter persons will Le deportec u til ile xri#x Gouncil
nps phosed on thesse Orders. ILe percons uwow lesvisn, oLlBlE BIS not
beiug deported; those 0f Laen who heve Lhe zleisd <1 cholcc, the beads
of fa.ilies, aove electsd toreturm to Je.e u cud are Lblding %o that
ehoice, and thelr dependent wives sad chilcren sre uocomponying them
in virtue of their dopendsncy.

ine reapons why thesc Lersons preferrcd Joppn To LHuOUA,8VEnR unier
present concitions, ere nonc of ovur buslutss, 1L0 uek it moy be ccoumed
tiet the kind of trectwent t$hs. seve recelved 1 4 vanads hap southlag
$0 do with it. asotuer focetor is probebly the vesire Yo d¢ whet omn De
done for elderly relsiives who would otherwieoc Le left wlone to fece
the yeare of netional haras.ip suc melputritioni . use & milc tern)
with widos Jupen 1w confroutcd.

o er ament ceu be mede from theue cupes to tlose of the Jopanese
in Leuein wiho consented to be repstrieted while the wer was in progress
($6# or are governcd by the conmsment of iheir fo ily head) whoere
therefore lianble for deporiution uncer the orders, and who aow desire to
resnin 1. Legede, The onlypossible defence thet cen be sslsed and ever
hee boen reisst for the . eporteotion of these people is thav they did
sl oope time express & williugness to be deported, There are monycases
ip which it 1p extrewely doubt¥ul whether that desire wus genmuine
e€ven &t the time it wes mxpressed, The cuneciousness of Lelng the olject
of dcep-seeted hoetility 4d the heurts end minds of the people by wion
theyvere surpounded, the desire to be"co-operative" with the Governueut
of the countiryy the hope thint eoniitions woanld not be to0 bed in the
le.d of thelr socertors--all of these we ¢ dow.iless faciors in tke
decision to slgn ,whieh le represented by thedefenders of deportation
andl fuocluaing the minieter of lsbtous) €8 iteelf & conclueiwe evidence
of alsloyelty sufficlert to Justify removal from ithe countiry.

it is 8till poseiile that the Goverumeat way sever ael dpon
tue powers given it by these urdere. tut thet iu our oplaion is not
eucioh, 1f oot rescinded, the urders-in-¢juncil will remeln in force,
gonstituting & perpetusl threat of dlsmster,snd o perpetuel cbatacle
to eecurity foralltie perasous to whom they vuply &nd 5tlll worse
¢ perpetusl prececent for similsr getion sominet helpless ainoritice
in the future. wmoreover, tuough this hee nctuing to do with the ethlce
of the coee, theywill s180 bt 4 cause of bitter snd lasting hostility
tc Loomia everywaere in the urleamt, snd will grevely impare our
cossereial pros.eets iu every nou-whnite country. we therefore belleve,

L4 &

Fieig [

CILy SOUE Dy L z HE Wl YREFt fda g o | TH & -, fuls Y L L 3 1y &
representetions of toe ve-pperative wooudti.e of Jepanese-wanadlens,
end in fmstrucy the Governmcnt to rescind these Urders,

(sertieularly the LAST persgreph.)
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