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HON. BUMPHREY WMITCHELL QUTLINES GOVERMMENT POLICY
Labour Minister litchell cutlined in the House of Commons omn August 30
the Government's Japanese pelicy which in summary ie as follows:

a) To repatriate to Japan as scon a8 poesible all those desiring to
go voluntarily:

b) To disperse and settle across Camada in 1546 those who have
proven their firm desire to remein in Cansda, by giving them every assistance
and encouragemsnt pcsaible, including the progressive relexation of
wartime restirictions}

¢) To delay compnl=ory deportation until a dscision has been handed
down by the privy courncil on the appeal; at whlc. Lims govermmsnt policy
will be rewiewed,

REPATRIATICN: So long as the rights of Canadian citizens are guarded
end maintained, we take no ilssue with voluntary repatriation. Peracms
going to Japan are advised to contact Canedian Govermment representatlves
as soon ag poseible after their arrival, should they desire to remeinm
Canadian nationals,

PESETTLEMENT: While not for a momewt hesitating to condemm racial
pre judice which caused cur removal from our homes under the gulse of
military neeessity, the present and pressing problem of assieting in the
re-sstablishment of some thousands of persoms in coamps ond hestels, must
be faced, Frem reports on hand, these temporary quartere in their present
condition, ars not fit places for women end children umder severe winter
conditions, However, we do not see how they can all be accommodated else-—
where before Srring, and for this rcescm, we are urging that investigatioms
by quaiified ond expert persomnel be undertaken to see that sccepted
standards of housing, mutrition, clothing end education are practised.

As a First otep toward permanent resettlement persoms in hoatels and
camps should be carefully interviewed by traeined persommel for & record of
occupational and octher preferences. Thereafter all available resources should
be direeted to re—cstablishment on amn imdividual case work basls. Financlal
gramts should be fortheoming where ihey ore required, otherwise, an
equivalent or greater expenditure may heve to be made for his maintenance
in the hostel.

The preszent method of arbitrarily ordering pereoms to localitles againat
their will should be abolished at omes ne wosteful of fimencial end humen
resources. The closing of hostels over the hoadsfresidente does mot engender
the personcl confidemé and initiative required for satisfactory resetilement.
Prescnt methods of "ercouragement" have been limited to threats of excessive
charges for beerd and lodginge, and extremely low wages for work dome im
the hostels,
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RESTRICTIONS: Wortime restrictions which maks raciom the official poliey

of Canada should be rescinded. Thie officiel discrimination takes on edded
Beriousness from its use by reactionary politieians in British Columbin who
roaise the issue to becloud the minds of the public ond detraet them from
their renl soclal problems, Progressive politieal parties who are from day
to day tockling the real issues of 1ife must bring this faet to the attention
of the public, and bring ahout a comsciocus settloment.

BASIC REVIEW OF GOVERMMENT FOLICY: Becouse of the manifeold mistakes to date,
we ngree that 2 basic review of Government policy is needed, Whatever the
Privy Couneil decision, representations ofLpoliey will be mede to the
Government; and if we are to give serious comeideration to cleering up this
matter within 1946, failure will be the orly result should a poliey unaccept~
able to persons of Japeneae anceatry, and ummindful of presenmt day objective
conditions, bhe attempted. For thie reagon consulteotion is of first importancs.

NO DEPCRTATION SAYS MR. TRUEMAR

In private comverstioms with members of the Co-operative Committes,
G. E. Truemen, Teromto placement officer of the Jopnnese Division, said it
7as his opinion and nlao that of other officinls of the divieion that no
compulsory deportationm will be attempted,
. As reported in our newaletter aof August 17, and after & close exomination
of developments ower the prst six months, and sizing up presenmt conditions,
wa agree with him, Although the policy has chamged, we believe that the
Govermment, fearing eriticisn and ever aonxicus to placate racist elsments
because of its weak politieal pesition in British Columbia, is attempting to
pasa off responsibility for the change on to the legal decision, and therefore
withholds its nymouncement.,

REQUIRED CHANGES IN GOVERNMENT POLICY

3ince the policy anmounced by Mre Mitchell is abeent of positive content,
we mat work with all demcerstic ent-facscist Canadions on the following issues:

a) the appointment of =a claims commission to resters property and other
losses resulting from evacuatlony

b) the abolition of discrimination in travel and residence;

¢) tho granting of liberal mssistance For re-establishment, and comsult-
ation on pelicy;

d) the enforcement of aceepted standords of housing, nutrition, enployment,
end education;

¢) the grenting of Canadien citizenship to qualified Japamese natiomala,

JAPANESE CANADIAN PAMPHLET SUPPLIED NATICMAL FILM BOARD

Threc hundred copies of the pamphlst "The Japanese Canadians" by
Dr. Forrest LaViolette were supplicd by tha Oitizenship Defense Cormittes
to-the Natiennl Film Boord for their discussion kit to nccorpany the filn
MAN: ONE FAMILY which is mow available at film libraries, Local commnities
can use the film to raise discussion on problems of racial discrimination
and the issues faecing persens of Japenese ancsstry in Canada,
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