NATIONAL JCCA DRAFT LETTER TO CLATMANTS
Dear Claimant:

It has becanm.apparant to the National JCCA that we are approaching a very
delicate stage of proceedings on the matter of Claims with the Government. We believe
the Claims Hearings in vancnuvcr- before the Royal Commission are now coming to an end
and it is expected that a report will be submitted to the Government by the Commission

' in the not too distant future,

During the past 9 months, legal counsel for claimants has been fully engaged
in representing the best interests of seme 1,300 Claimants and each claim has been
carefully eonsidered, and brought to the attention of the Commission for the fullest
noseible amount of restitution that legal counsel's and Claimant's supporting evidence
will obtain,

In order to prevent any possible misunderstanding among some Claimants re-
garding the Commissioner's over-all percentage setilement proposal, the following
interpretation of his average percentage settlement offer is made, e.g., on Fraser
Valley property sold through Veterans Land Act Administration, the Commissicner's
average percentage settlement offer is 808, It should be noted that under this
offer, some Claimants may receive perhaps as much as 200% and others perhaps 25% of
the Custodian's sale price of their property, W\j e J“ M'M;_; 4%&._,.?1:_-"4.

The JCCA has realized that Claimants may have felt that they have not ra-
ceived as full information as could be desired on their claims, but it has been
difficult for both the Co-operative Committee and the JOCA to report in detail the
progress of sach individual claim in terms of the actual amount of awards the Commis-
sioner is granting as he has indicated to Claimsnts' Counsel, this information eamnot
be made public before his report is submitted to the Govermment. .Huwever, the JCCA
is now in a better position to inform the Claimants of the many aspects of Lhe present
JCCA work on Claims which has not herstofore been clearly detsrmined to enable a full
raport to be made to Clalmants,

While it may be pointed cut that with regard to the present engquiry,
Claimants have legally retained the Co-operative Committes which is thé organisation
composed of Canadians other tim Japanese formed in 1943 to help Japanese Canadians
fight the varicus problems with which they were faced - Legislative Discrimination,
Deportation and Zvacuation Losses Claims - the Natlonal Japanese Canadian Citizens
Association has been acting in close consultation with the Co-operative Committee in
order that the views of Japanese Canadiasn claimants may be known to this Committee
and, also, that the machinery of the JOCA organization shall be available to assiat

the Co-operative Committee and legal counsel to ensure the best effort of all concerned
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are directed together for the welfare of Claimants, 5

The second year's end audited, financial report on the expenditures of
monies paid by Claimants will ston be published by the Co-cporative Cormittee who have
been legally tretained by Claimants to act on their behalf., JAnd fcr.fhis reagon it is
desirable to state that the JCCA has no legal status with Claimants but has comtinually
worked in close co-operation with the Co-operative Cormlites,

The JCCA desires at this time to report to you on the present plans of the
JOCA regarding ita work for Japaness Canadians who suffered losses as a result of

the forced evacuation, The following detailed reports under various headings are

therefore submitted for your consideration:

1. Background Information Relative to Present JCCA Plans on the Claims Guestion

) You will recall that under date of April 16, 1949, you received a letter from
the Co-operative Committee on Japanese Canadians advising you that an offer on
a method of.éeﬁtlément was received in connection with jour property losses
claims and that for the reasons stated therein it was recormended that the pro-
posals of settlement be accepted. The Wational JCCA, at that time, considered
this matter from all angles and felt that ¢ here was, unfortunately, no alterna-
tive under the present enquiry but to recommend acceptance of Counsels' recom-
maﬁﬂati&n to Claimants, It was never intended, however, that any acceptance of
the proposals should be ;nnsidered as an end of our complaints respecting property
loszes Elaima. It wes 2t that time reported to us that a great majority of
Claimants who replied to the Co-operative Comnittee agreed, under strong protest,
with their recommendation for =acceptance,

The National Jcﬁﬁtns since fully realized that it would be necessary for the
orpanization to continue to make every effort to gain for Japanese Cangdian evacuees
just restitution for the losses they suffered from tbq forced evacuation,

3inee August of 1949, the National JOCA has given careful study to the
questich of future plans of the JOCA with regard to the matter and hns consulted
with i;gal Counsel, While the JOCA has appreciated the advice of legal Counsel
that it would not be wise to make an sarly representation to the Government with
respect to the Commissioner's proposal on & method of settloment and that it was
not timely to bring to the attention of the Goverrment the question of Evacuatio.
Losses Claims which are excludsd uédar the present enguiry, the National JCCA has
fully planned to make vigorous representation to the Government on the over-all
claims qusstion at a future appropriate date subsequent to the Commission submitting

its''full re-ort to the Government.
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{Report on American Claims - In order that no stone is left unturned in the
preparation of future plans on claims, the
JCO4 felt it wise to obtain as full informstion as possible on the Japanesa
American Olaims, And arising from correspondence between the JCCA National
Office and Mr. Mike Masaoks, National Legislative Director of the Anti-
Discrimination Committee of ths JACL in Washington, a meeting was arranged
in Terento on Oct. 23rd betwsen lr. E. J. Bnnis, Counsel for the Japanese
American Citizens League; Er.'Hasanka; and Mr, Andrew Brewin, Co-operative
Oommittes Counsel for the Japanese Canadian Claimants; and Mr, George Tanaka,
JCCA National Executive Secretary.

The Canadian members present at this meeting were informed by Mr, Ennis
and Mr. Masacka that very littls information could be given to them on the
work and proceedings of the Amsricaﬁ Evacuation Losses (laims as the investi-
gation had not advanced beyond ﬁhe stage of filing Claims and very little
preparatory work had been carried out with regard to obtaininé procf, evalua-
tions and other important evidence to support the American claims.

Mr. Ennis, Legal Counsel for the JACL, was impressed with the method
which has been adopted by Canadisn legal counsel and the Co-operative Com-
mittes in obtaining general svidence te support the Japanese Canadian elaims,
where tha co-operative effnrts!of legal counsel representing all Japanese
Canadian Olasiments has enabled the hiring of expert real estate evaluators,
statisticians, etc., who have been able to obtain important evidence to
support Japaness Canadian claims,

One outstanding difference was noted by Mr, Ennis and Mr, Hﬁsanﬁa with
regard to the attitude of the respective Covernments toward the guestion of
Evacuation loases Claims, In contrast tﬁ the unresponsive attitude of the
Canadian Government %o the case of Japanese Canadian Evacuation Losses
claims, Mr, Ennis pointed out that the attitude of the Derartment of Justice
in &mﬂrﬁca, which is directly responsible for handling the Japanese American
Fvacuation Losses claims, has been entirely sympathetic. However, 1t was
noted that the Department of Justice in America is able to place the res-
ponsibility of Evacuation directly upon the shoulders of the United States
Army, a condition of plaeing Evacuatinﬁ responsibility not possible in Canada,

Coﬂtrarw to the belief held by some Canadian flaimants, the present
imerican Claims Bill does not provide for a general indemnification claim based

an gsneral evacuation hardship.)
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The National JCOCA, through its National Executive Coimittee, presented to

.;} the Thivd Mational Conference held in Lethbridge, Huveméé; htﬁ én ?tﬂ, 19&?, its
recomendations and plans as to what future eourse of action the Natiomal JOCA
should take with regard to this important quastion of avacua;;on lsases claims.
The Naticnal Conference studied the matter carefully and approved the preparation
of the JCCA Brief on Evacuation Losses Claims already undertaken by the Committee
with the assistance of legal counsel and which it was propqsed be presented to
thae Federal Covermment at a future dats. The Conference also approved the general
over-all plan suggested of conducting & nation-wide public campaign by thﬁ JCCA
on the matter of Evacuation Losses Claims yhich_wuuld attempt to enlist the
support of the press, organizations. and individuals.

The National JOCA Conference was of the opinion that this would be the
opportunity for the JOCA and the Japanese Canadians to carry out a public campaign
to the Canadian pecple on the injustices of the foreced evacuation and the losses
suffered,

2. Tentative Plan under Consideration by the National JCCA ont he Proposed JOCA
Public Campaign on Evacustion Losses Claims.

It is belisved the Royal Commission will soon be concluding its hearings and
will be submitting its full report te tﬁﬁ Canadian Government, The Naticnal JCCA
is, therefore, formulating its present plans with this consideration in mind and
is'at present finalizing its over-all plans and is completing preparation of its
Claims Brief, It is also expected that after the Eanmigginnur‘a Report is tendered
to the Government, the Government may take several wecks to study the recommenda-
tions,

The JCCA Erief on Evacuation Losses Claims will deal with the question of
clains ‘Snder the Dresent enauARgClatne of Tiehing vessors sold By the FEoi, 7
Vessels Disposal Committee and Cwnsr's Foreed Sale of Property are examples of
these esxcluded claims, At the appropriate timz in the near future, the Hatiana;
JGCA intends to make representations to the Goverrment with this Brief. Copies
of the Brief will he distributed toc loecal JCCA Chapters, It is also proposed to
distribute copies of this Brief to the press, organigations ard others, in order
to acguaint them with the basie points dealing with our representation to the
Government on this Claims matter,

In the Preamble, the JOCA Evacuation Lesses Claims Briaf gives speciflic

attention to the fact of the immensity of the task of evacuation and the extreme
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haste undsr which it was carried cut, and that 1little room was left for the protec-
tien of individual rights dnd humanitarian consideratiens, It is pointed out that
Eé,ﬂﬂﬂ people were forcefully removed from their homes within the short spaca of
a few menths or weeks, and that the attendant liquidation of their property re-
sulted in great losses suffered, And it is stressed that if compensation is
- limited to the results of the enguiry, the people of Canada will fall far short
of providing "ressonable and just compensation".
The JCCA Claims Brief deals with the followlng specific points:
(a} The diﬁficulty causod Er limited scope of terms of refercncs,
(b} The difficulty of strict legal proof of value,
(¢} Determination of fair market value at the date of sale under the terms of
reference, (With regard tu this point, Claimants'! Counsel argusd before
the Commissioner during the hearings on general evidence that in considering
the appropriate market for determining a fair sale price, an imaginary
market should be thought of from which 211 the effects of the scheme of
evacuation itself were excluded. It would mean, in this case, that the
fair market price would be considered on the assumption that thepe had been
no e*acuatinn and that the Japanese Canadians had been willing sellers of
their property at the particular date at which the actual sale was made,
Unfertunately, the Commissioner ruled that the fair market price should be
determined as at the physical date of sale.)
(d) Proposals by ths JCCA to cover more just restitution on Evacuation losses,
(Cne important proposal which is included in the brief concerns a reguest

for general indemnity to compensate for general evacuation losses,)

And appended to the Brief will be two further sections dealing with:

{a) Examples of the extreme pressure (short notice) under which Evacuation took
place.

(b} Examples of inadequate restitution to Claimants under the present enguiry,

It is hoped, in conducting a parallel course of adtion with a nation-wide
public campaign, tec enlist the support of the press, numerous organizatisns; such
as, the labour unions, church groups, civil liberties associations, Canadian raciz.
minority organizations; and Members of Parliament and influential individuals,

Local JCCA Chapters will be called upon to take an important and active part
in thes proposed JCCA nation-wide campaign on Evacuation Losses Claims by enlisting

the membswes of the local press, local organizations, influential individuals end
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Members of Parliament., 3 1 N

3. BHecord of the Fast Work of the JOCA Achieved for Claimants

It is felt thet many Glaimants would desire to know what the National JCCA,
the Provincial JGCA's and the loecal JECA's have accomplished during the past
two years in working for the welfare of Japanese Canadians on Evacuation Losses
Claims,

It has been acknowledged on many oceasiens by the Co-operative Committee
and legal ecunsel for Claipants that without the valushle and very considerable
contribution mads by the JCCA organization toward assisting the Co=-operative
Committee and legal counssl, it would have been difficult to accomplish the
submission of Japanese Canadian Claims to the Royal Commission to the extent

» achieved,

The National JCCI during the past two years has not overlocked the case of
Cleimants excluded under the present enquiry. In 1948, the JCCA assisted in the
preparation of a brief on excluded claims which was presented to the Minister of
Justice by the Co-operative Committee and the JCCA,

Tha National JCCA

Since September, 1947, the National JOCA has expended over 36,000,00 to pay
for the services.of necessary National JOCA pffiee staff to enable the JCCA
organization to function during many important periods inthe past two rears to
work for and aszsist Claiments,

During the § months paried from September, 1947, to January, 1948, the
Mational JCOCA Heasdguarters office assisted in the printing and distribution of
Claimeg Forms and considerable informational and instructional material on filing
claims printed both in English and Japanese., The Wational Office thus provided
complete inﬂnnﬁatiﬁn and gave assistance in the filing of Claims to Claimants
through JCCA channels and other media, and attended to a great volume of corrss-
pondence on Claims matters with Ciaimants.

From February, 19&3,-£u December, 1948, the National JCCA attended to the
printing and distribution of pre-Hearing Claims Forms, printed in English and
Japanesé, and provided expert assistance in completing the necessary special
tabulation of over 1,300 claims, The National JOCA also directed the JCCA organi-
zation machinery which has made possible the providing of interpreters for Claim-
ants in all the various lncai centres in each Province and also made posaible
the funetioning of this machinery to provide assistance in the work of p?ea&nting

avidence from Claimants to the Commission,
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n.

During April and May, 1949, the full time of the Mational Executive Secre-

tary wae taken up in making a special trip aecross Canada to inform the JOCA Provin-
cial and local Chapter executives on the various impartant points concerning

the Commissionsr's proposal of an over-all method of settlement, so as to provide
Claimants with clear and complete information as possible on the proposal and the
Co-operative Committee's recommendation,

The Provincial JCCA's

From October, 1947, to May, 1949, the varisus Provincial Chapters across
Canada have contributed through their Exscutive and Committee members a VETY
great deal of voluntary time, personsl and Chapter financial resources to assist
Claimants in the presentation of their elaims to the Commission. Provineial and
local Chapters have paid for numerous expenses out of their treasuries to cover
costs incurred in the renting of meeting halls, typewriters, ete., while giving
assistance to Claimants,

Each Frowvineial JCCA Chapter during this period attended to the complete
distribution of Claims Forms and related material to Claimants and has orpanized
the necessary Provineial JCCA machinery whieh has made possible, through the co-
operation of local Chapters, providing assistance to Claimants in the filing of
Claims and the preparation of important evidence for presentation to the Commissisn
during ths Claimant's hearings.

Thus, the Provinecial JCCA Executive and Committee members gave many haurs
and days of their time to assist Claimants.

The Loecal JCCAts

Similar to the contributions of time, effort, and personal finangial resources
which have been given by Provincial JOCA Chapter Executives, each loeal JCCA
Chapter's executive and committes members have contributed their wvoluntary time
te assist Claimants during the past tws years, Through their efforts, it has
been possible for Claimants to submit their Claims to the Commissioner and to
provide important evidence for legal eounssl with the minimum of confusion gaspita
the language difficulty.

The Co-operative Committes on Japanese Canadians

It is appropriate at this time to acknowledge in apprecistion the work of the
Co-operative Oommittes whose membership mainly is comprised of Canadians other
than Japanese who formed the Committes in 1943 for the express purpose of helping

Japunese Canadians through their many difficulties sines the evacuation,
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The Co-operative Committes has held & grect many meetings during the past

Ia} 6 years, and in the course of working, each member of the Committee has acted
i faithfully and well in a desire to help Japanese Canadians and to correct the in-
justices which have: besn put upon them,
Notgable are the achievements of this Comnittee in combatting the many
-,

legislative discriminations: the outEtand;ng examples are = the successful work
ageinst the Federal deportetion lew and gaining recognition from the Govermment
on the question of Fvracuation losses with the asppointment of a Rﬂyﬁi Cnﬂm&ésiﬂn.
The Co=-operative Committee raised over 510,000,000 in their appeal for
finaneial support made to hundreds of Caucasian Cansdiane across Canoda nnd thus
financed the greater part of the cost of its work in opposing the Federal depor-
.ta£}on law against Japanese Canadians,
The JCCA also desires to aﬂknqwladga with appreciation the work, past and in
progress, of legal counsel in all the Provinces, who consented to act on behalf

of Claimants through appeal of the Co-operative Committee due to a desire to

assist in correcting the injustices of the forced Evacuation.

Conelusion

The Hational JCCA in concluding this report on the work which has been accomplished
for the welfare of Japanese Canadian Uiaimﬂnts, desires to extend at this time an
opportunity to Claimants to submit their views and sugpestions to the National JCCA on
the Claims work, It is the desire of the JCCA organization to fully present the
views of Japanese Canadian Claimants when haking representation to the Government and
to the public on their behalf, The organization tharefore would app@ﬁhi&ta recaiving
Claiﬁnﬂt'a individual comments, either directly by mail to the National JOCA Office or
through their loecal JCCA Chapter orpanization,

Yours sinceraly,

GEORGE TANAKA, :
Wational Executive Secretary
Februsry B, 1950,

National JCCA,
84 Gerrard St. E.,
Torento 2, Ontario,
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