By Safe Hand

Your No., 1087 Ottawn, Ontario,
August 5, 194EF,

MOsST S5e0HRT and PrlSOMAL

Dear Mr. Stephenson:

Heplying to your perscnosl letter of the
¥th ultimo enoclosing & “Heport on Japanese Aotivities
in British Columbla™ dated June, 1942, 2a I intimnted
to you during our conversatlon on this subject on the
3rd instant, I forwarded the report to the Officer
Companding this Foroe at Vancouver, apnd I now attech
8 reply submitted by Sergeant J. K. Barnes, in cherge
of our Intelligence Sectlon there, who has, for &
number of years past, been 1n very oclose touch with
the Jepanese situation ino British Columbla,

1 was pnaturally very much interested in what
your egent hed to say mnd I intend to have the infor-
metion end sugiestions outlined therein followed up.
By tois I do pot mean we should take the motion
suggested by the agent in arresting theee persons men-
ticned by him ms suspects. As Bany of these pesple
are Censdian oltizens, we could not produce the evidence
fegessary to Justify our mections, which, as you know,
are subject to a board of review, and the police are
compelled to support their motion by evidence before
sugh tribvunal.

Kueh has been said regerding Etsuji Morii,
wWio is & patupalized Cansdian oltizen, but we have
found no evidence whioh would substantiste the verious
socusations made ageinst him. On the other hand, this
mwan bas been most go-cperative with the police and the
Eritlish Columbie Security Comaission in regard to the
plans of evacuetion, and ned we had the same co-operstion
from the Nisel the diffioulties whieh the Commission hsd
to overoome would never heve ogeurred, There are, es
you know, politiesl groups among the Jupanese, end Morii,
who was the leader of the older peocple, made many enemles
because of his advice to the Jepanese thet in this emer-
genay they should eco-operete.

We heve hed pno evidence of esplonsge or
sabotage among the Japanese inm Britlsh Columble. The
situstion has changed considerably since the report was
written, and most of these people are now in isolated
areas outside the proteoted erea, and thosse st prasent
in Vencouver will be removed by the first of November
next. These consimt largely of women and ohildren.

The work camps sltuated along the maln lipes
of railway in British Columbie are to be closed down

W. 5. Btephenson, Eag.,
Room 3553, 830 Fifth Avenue,
New York City, N. Y.,

. .

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2011-70-5-3-1
il NikkKel museum.org



Fage E.

end no other camps will be ereocted adjsocsnt to
rajlways over which war materisl is trensported.
There was & felse ilmpression abroad in regard to the
Jaupaneas located in these ommps, and criticlam wes
made that they were nct properly guarded. I should
like to polnt out here that these Jepaness were not
under eay disabllity under the law once they wers
removed from the protected ares, and the guard:

were not placed at these cemps over the Japanese, but
Tor the purpose of protecting the right of way in
their vioinity. Outside of the protected area these
pecple are under ocertaln diseirline imposed by the
Commission, and they are not allowed to remove them-
selves from place to plage without the permissicn of
the police or the representatlves appointed by the
Comclaslon.

The riot referred to, which took pleee in
the Immigration detention building at Vancouver, was
due to the fact that thess people wers incargerated
in the bullding for too long & period before they
ware removed to proper detention camps. These indivi-
duals had not been arrested becmuse they wers looked
upon as epemies of the atate in the accepted senas of
the term. They had, however, refused to obey the
ordsrs of the Seourity Commission to leave the pro-
teoted area in protest against the policy then in
forees of breaking up Jepenese families. This hes now
besn changed and I expeot that many of these men, who
are now lo detention, will be given their liberty oo
thelir undertaking to eomply with the orders of the
Seourity Commission from now on. In conolusion, I
should like to make this point olear, i1.e., we have
surveyed the Japansses gquestion in British Columbia
from a realistic point of view for a long time pest.

A pumber of faoctors had to be taken into considerastion
in dealing with the problem. There is no need for me

to go into them here, &as Assistant Commissloner Mead
coversd seme of that ground at the confersnce on Monday.
The fact remains, however, that we have searched without
let=-up for svidence detrimental to the interests of the
state and we feel that our coversge has been good, but
to date no such evidenoe has been uncovered., The work
will go on, and many of the suggestions mede by yod
will be earried out.

Glocerely yours,

S. T: wood,
Enel.
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