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March 9th, 1942.

SECRET.

In accordance with an Invitatlon from
the Presldent of the United States, I went to his
office wlth Mr, MeCarthy, arriving sbout 12:;05 p.m.,
and after some short talk wlth hias aldesa, Major General
Watson and Admiral McCrea, we were shown into the
Presldent'a private offlce at 12:15 p.m. precisely.

The conversatlon continued until 1:;05 p.m., when the
Amerlcan Minlster to Spaln was shown Ilnto the room
by General Watson and the President, wlith cbwvious
regret, broke off hls conversatlion with us and said
goodbye.

The Presldent opened the conversatlon by
8aTing that for purposes of the strateglcsl operationa
of the Allles, the world fell Into three peneral areas,
as follows:

l. The Paclfle, including New Zealand, Auastralia,
the Dutch Indlea, and the Malay States.

2. The Medlterranean Basln, the Middle East, the
Perslan CGulf, Indla, and the Indlaen Ocean.

3. The North Atlantic lines of communlcation, the
United Klnpdom, and Northwestern Europe.

He sald that In the first ares - namely,
the Paclfle - he consldered that atratepslcal directlion
should rest wlth the United States Government at
Washington, in conaultation with Australia end Hew
Zealend, end he went on to say that already asome
hundred thousand or more Amerlcan soldlera were in
processa of despatch to relnforce Australla and NHew
Zealand. Of these, 1t waa Intended that a full Diviaion
would be placed In Hew Zealand. He spoke of a step-by-
step advance from the coasts of Callfornla southwesterly

throush the wvarlous archlpelaros to secure flrm control
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of varlous bases along the route from Honolulu to
Australie and New Zealand which could be used event-
ually for the transfer of bombing ailrcraft. He polnted
out that strenpth developed In these warlous archipelaros
flanked the maln Japenese thruat southwestward from
Japan through Thailend, Bormeo, and the Halays. He
seemed confldent that the resources avallsble to the
United States were qulite adequate for the purpose 1in
view. Discusaion turned particularly to the northern
approaches to the North American Continent via the line
of the Aleutlian Islanda and Alaska, and reference was
made to the weather difficulties and hazards in this
area, The Presldent dld not seem to think that Japaneae
pergration along this line could be very effective be-
cause of the lack of vital objectives and the great
dlstances they would have to go. However, even if
there were no real Ilmmediate danper to the United States
or to Canada from advance by Japan by way of Alaska,
the Presldent sald the ocecupation, or even an attack
on the naval base at Dutch Harbor or on other U.5.
bases in the Aleutiana, would have an Iimmense effect
on Amerlcan publie opinlion, particularly on the West
Coast, which would demand and probably compel the hold-
ing there of large forces which should be used elsewhere.
I agreed that In all probability there would be a similar
result In Canada. He went on to say that one of his
purposes in sending United States forces to Australla
end New Zealand was to compensate them for the Divislons
now in Epypt, Palestine, and Syrla, and he hoped that
these Governments would recognize the advantare to them
both of direct American support and of not westing the
shlpping effort whlch would be lnvolved in the movement
of Australlan and Hew Zealand forces In the Middle East
back/
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back to thelr own countries,

As regards the second area, the Prealdent
Indlcated that he thought the strateglcal directlon of
operatlions should lle excluslvely with the British
fGovernment in London. If thia were so, the United
States would not expect to send appreclable armed forces
Into this ares, but that they would continue to supply
alreraft and material on the same scale as presently
agreed. He wondered whether strateglcal directlon in
thls area was not pretty well up to the 1limit of what
would in fact be posslble for the Britlish Government,
having regard to the reverses which they had suffered

and the loss of moblle troopas.

Nota: As regarda the third area - nemely, the
It was sub-
sequently North Atlantlc lines of communication, the Britlsh

learned that
the number Isles and Northwestern Europe = he sald that three

of Diviaslcns

i1s to be 4, Amerlcan Divisions with ancillary troops totalling some

?g ESIEE in 110,000 were in process of arrival in Northern Ireland,

Armoured

Divislon. and he hoped that some of these troops would Fo to
Enpgland for experlence in the more forward areas. He
sald that the strateglcal direction in this area was a
matter for the Government of the United States, the
Government of the Unlted Kingdom, and the Government
of Canada, working in co-operatlon. At thle polint,
In answer to an enqulry, I briefly ocutlined the plans
which had been made for the formatlon of a Canadlan Army
in the Unlted Kingdom comprising two Corps and ineluding
three Infantry Divlisiona, two Armoured Divislons, and
two Army Tank Bripedea, as well aa the required complement
of Corps, Army, and L. of C. troops, alsoc the plana for
a Canadlan Alr Force component. I told the Prealdent
tﬁat the purpoae of thls force was two-fold: firast,

that/
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that 1In the present perlod it was desired to contribute
as well as we could to the securlty of the Unlted
Kingdom, which we conaldered to be under-insured, and
to the malntenance of our foothold for an eventual
attack on the Continent of Europe; secondly, that we
never loat slght of the fact that we were part of an
Important strategical reserve, for which sconer or later
there would be an opportunity to employ apainst Hitler,
and aven in the meanwhlle its very presence In England
would contlnue to tle down German Divislons perhaps of
greater total strength, In reference to the sttack on
Germany from the Unlted Klngdom, the Presldent pave an
example from hls own personsl experlence (a=z a boy at
school there when he had had & succeasion of fights with
& boy far larger than himself) which indicated that
ffermen morele would fall under repested sttacks and
thet this fallure when 1t came would be sudden and
completse,

In thls connection he guoted the views of
General Arnold as to what might be accomplished by re-
peated bombinga, particulsarly 1f thils was directed on
a multipliclty of objectivea, so that the elvilian
morale would be affected in every hamlet of over 100
housea. He aald General Arnold thought that this
wldespread harasslng bombardment, I1f continued on the
scale which 1t was now posslble to develop, might prove
declalve, whereas the present pollecy of heavy attacks
on a limlted number of objectlves, however Important,
was not proving to have any prest value. He sald that
Meneral Marshall dld not saltopether arree with General
Arnold, In that he thought attack by ground forces would
also be required. I sald I agreed wlth feneral !larshall,
and I indlcated my observations that the effect of
bombing In Brltaln had been to paralyze rather than to

deatroy/
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destroy end that this paralysis passed off very quickly;
also, that people soon got used to bombing, and after a
time they Ignored it and went about thelr buslness In
the ordilnary way, I Ilnstanced our experlence in 1916
and 1917 wlth ertillery in France, when, wlth a tre-
mendous volume of fire avallable, some of the Commenders
had thought that artillery could by themselveas win
battles. This had been found to be & fallecy, &and
later we had gone back to a recognitlon of the fact

that the advance of the Infantry was necessery and that
the proper use of fire power was to help them by the
most Intimate co-operation. I sald I thought the same
conslderations applled to bombing and that we were not
within sight by declmal polnts of sufflcient bombers to
expect declalona by bombing elone. This meant that we
had to plan for the employment of our pround forces on
the Continent when the appropriate opportunity would
come,

Conversatlon then turned briefly to Ruasia,
and the Presldent emphasized the pressure whlch 3Stalln
was exerting 1n order that another front should be opened
agalnat Germany at the earliest possible date. He
emphaslzed the political importance of dolng thls as
soon a8 posslble in order to encourapge the Russlans and
to keep them ln the war, for he sald that there was al-
waya & pgrave danger that Hltler mipght make most favour-
able offera to the Russlans for peace, golng so far as
to say that Germany might return to Rusasila sll lands
up to the old frontier, lle thought that such an offer
might be very tempting to the Russlons, I1n whom he had
not too much falth. Ills repotition of this polunt
several tlmes durlng the course of the conversation
showed the lmmenase lmportance which he ettaches to Lt.
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In particular, he asald thet mllitary consilderatlons
mipght well have to give way to the lmperative broad
politlical consideratlona,

The Presldent referred to the difficulty
of maintaining morale among the Canadlan troops when
they had been denled actlon agailnst the enemy for long
perlods, and I told him thet I had no partleular
anxiety on thia score at the moment nor would I have
for some months te conme,. I told him that thls waa be-
cause the force was rapldly growing, there were ample
outleta for promotlon, that we had been working the men
very hard, that we were constantly chanpging the scene
of our actlvitles, that we had pald attentlon to educa-
tion, ete., and moat importantly that I thought our
soldlers were a highly Intelligent body of men, who
recopnlzed that they were only there for the purpose
of making A definlite contrlibutlon to the defeat of the
Axls. They were Just aas well aware aas I was of the
wisdom of deferrlnpg actlon until a proper opportunlty
developed for their use, because what we wished to do
was not to fight for the sake of fipghting, but to bring
the maximum poasible contlnulng effect apainst the enemy.

The Presldent enqulred for our views as
to how proposala for the orpanlizatlon of stratepical
directlon would be recelved in London, and he sald that
the substance of them would be communicated to lr.
Churehill in a deapateh tonlpht. I sald that I thought
the pecple 1n authority in Enpgland were reallists, that
they recognlzed that the United Kingdom wes now a
potentlal theatre of operationa, and I expected that
they might well welcome relief from responslbllity for

the Paclific sone. The Prealdent gave no indleatlion aa
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to whether these proposals had or hed neot been worked
out with 5ir John D11l and hls essociates, or even 1f
they had been communicated to them.

In the earlier part of our conversatlon,
and after I had presented Mr. King's compliments, the
Presldent alluded to his satlafactlon over the completlion
of the apreement for the conatructlion of the Alaska
Highway, and we had some short dlscusslon In reapect to
the adventarea of the more easterly route whlch hed been
selected, polntlng out thsat in peneral 1t lay over passes
of lower eltltude and that 1t followed the chain of elr
stations which were now under constructlion. The Presldent
thought thet along the route ltaself other Intermediate
landing flelds mipght be develeoped by wldenling the road,
so as to plve places for planes In trouble to lend. He
polnted out alaso that when road communicatlions were re-
quired to pleces on the coast, 1t was far easler to do
thia along the line of the rivers than by roads which
paralleled the coast at close dilstance, because In thils
case the engineerinpg difficultles of tunnels and bridges
were almosat ilnsurmountable, Further, he sald thet he
thoupght the route sslected could be constructed in a
very much shorter apace of time than anv other and that
this was particularly important et thils juncture, The
Preslident sald that whlle this road would be closed by
bad weather for several months In the year, nevertheleas
1t would be most valuable for the movement of troopas
and stores requlired for use Iin the defence of Alaska,

Towards the close of this discussion, ir.
HMcCarthy referred briefly to the viewa whilch I hed been
expressing ln Canade as to the Importance of contlinued
prorgress In wespon development, end I told the Prealdent
briefly what had been arranged In reference to our now

Board,/
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Board of Development, and expressed the hope thet this
Board misht be a sultable means for bringing Cenadian
Industry into co-operatlion with the Tnlted States in

these matters.

Four coples, for dlatribution aa follows:

Copr No. 1, for Mr. HMecCarthy, to send to the
Prime Minister of Canada,

Copy Neo. 2, for record at the Canadlan Lepation.

Copy No. 3, for MajJor General Pope, to send by
aafe hand to ¢.03.3,, Ottawa.

Copy Ho. 4, for Neneral Pope's flles,

agllchi; gm
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U, S. OPINION ON THE CANADIAN WAR EFFORT

IN APRIL, 1942,

Complalnt in Canada over the lack of effectlive
Canadlan publicity in the Unlted States has recently re-
vived, after a porlod durlng which not much was heard on
this subject. The roason for lts revival 1s the obvlous
one - there has been a fresh wave of crltliclsm In the
Tnited States of the Canadlan part In the war, It ls,
indeed, apparent that in so far as the ordinary publlec in
tho TUnited States pays any attentlon to the Canadlan war
effort, thelr impresslon of 1t 1s uninsplring., The purpose
of thls menmorandum ls en attempt to set down the reasons for
this sour state of affalira. This unwelcome attitude towards
Canada 13 held not only by lgpnorant peopla, but also by many
who are wall informed, including numerocus Canadlans resldent
in the United States,

-

I. Because of the military reverses experlenced
by tho Allles, wo are in an erk of dlsllluslomment comnon
to all Allied countries. Inevitably this tends to produce
public inter=Allisd recrimination, since if one feola that
ono 1a dolng badly oneself, 1t 1s satlafying to clalm that
one's msaccletes are dolng still worse and are responsible
for one's own mishapa. In the United Jtatas the Nritish
fovernnent has been the naln target; perhaps some of the
eriticiasn of Canada derives from Canasdlan membership in the
British Commonwealth. This search for scapegoats provides
a good fleld for Axis propaganda., There 1s a good deal of
pkilful exploltmtion of it in the Unlted Statea. It is
also welcomed by the former lsolatlionist press, which ls
turning towards hemlspherlec lmperlalisn as the new llne,
The effects on Canads of neo-lsolatlionlsm of thia sort uare
mentloned later in this memorandun,

The,/
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The only sure cure is milltary success., Until
the tlde of battle beglna to turn, many people will be rore
ready to belleve thut they have been let down by thelr
Alllea than by faults of tholr om, A plecoreal responae
can be made to Individual slura of a type open to reluta-
tlon, but the crlitice at home, stimulated unconaclously or
conaclously by the Axls propagands machine, will find new
slura so long as the public ls ready to accept them., Canada
1s & compaeratively unlnportant object of this type of
eriticlsm, which ls currently beling directed malnly apeinst
Oreat PAritaln, but also egalnat the Lutch and other countrles.

- II. In the case of Canada, however, the lack of
mllitary achlevement by the Canadlian forces in the fleld
is & apecisl fmotor, In the last war, after the second
Battle of ¥Ypres the valour and competence of the Canadian
troops was not serlously open to questlon; an impression
had been implented which could not readlly be removed,
Throush no fault of Cansdae there has boen no comparable
mllltary evont 1n thle war; the Canadlan record Includes
no atirring drama on the preat scale, such as doea the
record of the Australlan forces, [owever great the achleve-
ments of Canadlan mirmen, thelr victorles are repurded as
individual rather than national successes. It 1s worth
noting that on the civil side the boldeat pollicy mdopted
in Cansada, unliversal price control, has attracted more
notice and recelved more general pralse, than any other
Canedlan actlon.

III. Cn the top of thla, the abesence of consoription
in Canada for overseas service and the reactlona in the
Tnited S5tates to the controveray on thils subjoct Iln Canada
have undoubtedly had a wldespread affect, A nalovolent
but not uncoomon type of critlclsn may be 1llustrated from

the,/
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the following quotatlon from the TULSA DAILY WORLD of
Maroh 20ths

"If the thought has Just passed through our
minds once or twlce that for & country two youras
at wir sho was actlng miphty dlm about 1t and not
retting out of Lreath exertlng herself wo let 1t
pass. /nd Just now, when we had bepun to foar
Cannda was wll in, ol & sudden she sbarts & pro=-
cram of what ls, for her, cne of the world's pgreat
apurts to all-oul effort.

"What do you think Canada's done?

"Started dreftlog men for overseas service?
Tuh uh.

"Begun reglstering boys, older men and women
for home defense to releane soldiors? iiope.

f"Introduced universal consoriptlion of her man
power? Wrong agaln.

fyone of these, OCanada has pone to the un-
precedented elffort of proposing to coascript all
men BETWIEN 21 AND 30 FOR military tralning end
aubsequent HOJALE DLFLILE DUTIES. Up to now oaly
mon betweon 21 and 24 were olipgible. Now this
1o not & law jyab, so don't get youwr hopos up.
Prime Minlster HMackenzle Finpg has proposed 1t to
the Canudlen House ol Cowions, wiw mey not like 1lt.
"Dear Canada, we have loved you mo long and
well. Dut what did you do in the Groat War,
daddy
Here we encounter one of the few subjects on
which there is a definlte cleavepge of public oplunlon bo-
tweon Canada and the Unlted Ltates. Therse 1a no dlsposi=-
tion in the Unlted States to pralae the virtuss of the
voluntary systemj; since the impoaitlon of universal con-
soription as soon as the Unlted States entered the Oreat
War the people of thes United States have been convinced
that this was the only falr end democratlo means of ralaing
an army in wartime, To refute such caustlo coments the
repetition of figures showlng the volume of voluntary en-
listment in Canada has llttle effect. One responss ia
that if so much ocan be done by voluntary enllistuent, Low
mich mors could be sccomplished by universal coupulsory
service. The translatloa of the figures of the Canadlan

war,/
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war effort Into terma of a comparable effort on the part
of the Unlted States, which once was & useful dovice, 1s
now at times proving on irritant and meeting with replles
such as; "After all, you have been &t war over two and a

half wvears and we have been fipghting only four months."

IV, Another fector affecting Caneda ls thut no
Canadlian has attalned & wide reputation in the United
States as a war-time leader, This is, of courass, nalnly
because the Canadlan Army haa not been in mctlon. Thus the
pleture of Canada at war 1s not personified in any Individual
or group of individuals with widely known reputationa.
There is en slmost pathetic Amerlcen demand for herces to
worshlp, but we have done little to feed the insatlable
appotlte of the publie for human Interest atorles,

Ve There are more subtle reasona for the low
appralsal in the United 3tates of Canadlan achlevements.
There L8 stlll a great deal of misunderstanding of the
status of a Dominlon within the Frltlish Cormonwealth.

(I should like to see the phrase formally abolished, so
thet the collective descriptlion would becons "Member States
of the Brltlish Commonwealth" or scme such form of words.)
The current controversy over the posltion of Indla, which
has attracted great Interest In the Unlted States, tends
to deespen the misunderstandling, since 1t implies a dls-
tinctlon between Doninlon status and complete sutoneomr for
India, The outspoken and at tlmes lmpotuous decluratlons
of the Prime Minlater of Australla In recent weeks have
perhaps done scmething to remove the conceptlon that the
Dominlons are stlill controlled lo the flnal analysls from
London. The abaence of vigorous assertion of leadershlip
from Canada in sxternal war polloy has seenod, however, Lo

put Australia ln a speclal class among the Dominlons.

VI. Tho/
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VI, The effeoct on the estimation of Canada of
the hemlspherle conceptlons of pollcy which have beon
8o wldely spread gbrosd In the Unlted States must also
not be underestimated, The neo-lpolatlonlsts seem to
be moving Into & poasition in which they envisaze & world
aplit in twaln, with the United States doainating the
two Amerlcas and lsclated from the other great land massos.
Por protectlion, aeccordlng to thls concept, the Unlted Itates
mst control the approaches to her terrltory. Por then
the positlon of Camnada s altered from & pgood nelphbour
with & lauded undefended frontlier to & monace to jmerlcan
seourlty whose terrltory must be protected by the Unlted
States ln her own lnterest. Some of the former lsolatlon-
isto now aeen to look on Canada almost as an undeclared
colony of the United States, The logle of thls imperlal-
ism is that, if Canade will not freely let her destlnles
be controlled from Washington, she must be made to do ao;
fallure to meet any demands from the Unlted Statea becomes
s sort of rebellion, These vliews are now held oaly by a
small minority, but should the war not end ln conmplete
victory, they might well becoms the opinions of & majority.

& % % 0 & 8088

There are evidently many contradlictory stralns
which o to composo the depreclatory sttitude of nind
towards Cunada, However confused and unsound thelr
reasoning may bo, to many people in the United States
Canads appears to be timid, tired, and depandent, lnatead
of bold, vipgorous, and free, The Canadlan war effort la
underestinated malnly because it has been unapectacular
and because of the difference between the natlonal pollcles
with respect to conscriptlon,

Some of the mchlevements of whilch Canadlans

have,/
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have every right to be proud no longer impress the peoplo
of tho Unlted States, because ther are now themselves
making the same sort of effort.and because they are slzrned
over Lthe course of events and oritleal of thelr own achleve-
menta, Cenadiun floenclal saerifices look amall in con-
parison wilth the vast appropriations which have beon voted
by Conpresss Tax leplelatlon now under consideration wlll
inpons & compurable flacel burden on the pooples of the
United States. In the mllitary fleld, the great alr train-
ing schemea of the United States Army end Navy distrect
attention away from the Jolnt Alr Training Plan. The
despatch of American forces to the "nlted Klngdom and
Australla reduces Interest In the Cansdlen Army ln England.
The rapld mobilisatlon of induatry for war eclipses the
achlevements of Canada &a & producer of munltlons for the
United Hatlona. It 1s leas easy now than it was before
Pearl Harbeor to securo attentlon in the Unlted LStatea forp
the acoompllslments of Canada os a bolllperent country.

The peneral poaltlon 1s that not much Ls now
being sald about Canada in the United States, but & pro-
portlon of what ls belng sald ls derogatory. It iz not
a very hiph proportion, but, with the militery sltuatlon
what 1t 18, it 1s more readlly bellieved than before.

Placing the faots of the Canadlan war effort more fully
befora the American public will not do much to improve
matters. What is required is dramatioc achlevementp. The
most competent and comprehensive machinery of publlclty
would not do & pgreat deal to set the posltlon right.

Undoubtedly, however, our publlclty machlnery can
and should be strengtheoned. The Canodian record In tho war
is much more impressive than the common Amerloean appreclatlon
of it. More can probably be done by lmproving the quallty
end presentation of Canadlan news than by lnereszalng tho

volune,/
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volume and distributlon of materisl of & factual nature
forkhe use of the press and radlo In the United Statos.

If the censorshlpy w1ll permit, more nlisht be snld of the work
everassas of the P.C.A.F.  N.C.A bombor and fizhter squad-
rena are particlpating dally In the alr eperatlions aprelnst
the European contlnent; wet the press reports of the recent
lerge-soale ralde often glve the Lrmpresalon that the H.A.LP.
alona has beon involved,

It has been suggested that & oloser relatlon-
shlp should be establlashed with the Tmlted States orguniza-
tlouns, particularly the Offlce of Facts and Flpures, wllch
are conocorned with publle Informatlion in the Unlted Statea,.

I find 1t 4ifficult to make spocific propostla in this
reapact, partlicularly since the Unlted Itates sct-up is

now in process of heinz re-arranfed. The publicity arrange=
menta in Washlngton are vory complicated and lack coentral
directions The Co-ordinator of Informatlon (Donovan) la
concerned wlth propaganda Iin Burope, the Co-ordinator of
Inter-American Affalrs (Rockefeller) wlth propaganda in
Latin fmerlca, and the Offlce of Feots and Flgures (lacLelsh)
with the home front. Every Lepartment and agency, however,
has 1ts omn public relatlons offleers, and tha Offlce of
flovernment Reporta (Mellett) also lncludes o large Bureau

of Informatlon for domestle purposes. The task of pross

and radlo censorshlp under the Dlirector of Censorshlp

{Price) i3 completely separated from the omlsslon of news,

It looks ez thoush & considerable simplifleatlion would
shortly take plece, and untll nore lsz known about whet

wlll bo done 1t would be premature to make recommondatlona
for improving Cancdlen contacts by attaching Cenadlans Lo
the United Itetes orpganlzatlons or Ly other meang.

The work of keeping in touch with the offlcial

publicity/
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publiclty apencles 1s more than can be accomplished by o
ainglo Proas Attaché at the legation, who can only plve

a small part of his tims to i%t, Whether or not other

of fleers concerned with public informatlion are atatloned

in thns Unlted Htatos, tho Preass Attaché's offlcoe should

be roinforced and the work thereln divided. There ought
also to be preator ccliealon between the authoritlcs in
Ottawa concerned wlth publle Informatlion nnd the Canadlan
Iegation here. The Legatlon recelves veory llttle informae-
tion about the activitlea and plans in the Tnited States

of the Pureau of Publiec Information, Plnally, there cught
to be a prompt and falrly comprehensive nethod of collecting
and analyelng comments in the press and redlo concerning
Canada, Thls could he done by setting up in the Un'ted
States a Canadlan offlce for this purpose, or by providing
the Legatlion with the necessary staff to undertake the work,
or by reaching an arrangement with the Pritlsh Press Sorvice
wherehy ther would prepare frequent speclal reports and
furnish clippings respecting Canada. The Pritlsh Press
Service already has a staff engaged effectlively Iln work of
this nature; Lf we wish to use thelr aervices, we should
have to make & contributlion towards the cost.

lels (1

April Tth, 1D42.
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Source: Miklkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-1-19-2-16
il Nikkeimuseum.org
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