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Repatriation:
MacKenzie Papers Vol 25 file 70-25(3),

MacKenzie to Wm Douglas, Secretary, Saanich Branch of
the Canadian Legion, re resolution to repatriate all
Japanese after the war, October 19, 1942.

"I am personally very largely in sympathy with the
terms of the resolution but I fear there are many bad
days ahead of us all before we can get it implemented."

MacKenzie to F. Howlett, City Clerk, Vancouver City Council
re repatriation resolution, October 26, 1942:

wwe should make it a direct mandate to whoever repre-
sents Canada at the Peace Conference that these people
shall not be repatriated in British Columbia. I realize
that this goes fairly far in regard to those born in
Canada but the main thing is our security in the future..
... I do believe that all parties in British Columbia

should unite upon a definite policy when the proper. time
comes".

Lt. Col F.B.J. Stephenson to Bn MacKenzie Nov. 17, 1942
talks as if MacKenzie had advocated repatriation on the
radilo in November 1942. Stephenson is connected with the
B.C. Canadian Legion.

New Canadian March 6, 1943: Federal and Provincial MzP.'s
ans M.L.A.'s from B.C. both agitating for deportation of
Japanese Canadians.

March 27, 1943, Memo Norman Robertson to W.L.hMackenzie
King (King Papers #G26J4 Vol 361,F3850) advocating the

segregation of potentially disloyal from loyal Japanese
in order to more rapidly abolish restrictions on the
others. MacKenzie King indicated his approval on the

memo .

In December 1943 the question of repatriation was dis-
cussed with American officials in the Department of
State with Mr Atherton (7 position? presumingly Dept.

of External Affairs making the inquiry) U.S. reply that
are studying the qhestion. Breckinridge Long, Assistant
Secretsry of State| to Secretary of State, Dec. 17, 1943.

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-1-32-2-1
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Ian MacKenzie urging the repatriation of the Japanese

in April 1942 (during trip to B.C.) Press Release BCSC
Papers RG 36/27 Vol 2, file 40. Taylor to MacNamara
April 4, 1942 "If it is humanly possible for a member of
Parliament to sabotage the interests of this Commission
the Hon. Ian iacKenzie has made a very good attempt."

See Vancouver Sun April 3, 1942.

New Canadian Sept. 5, 1942 p.2. printed the text of the
Cornett Exclusion Resolution asking that Japanese be
repatriated to Japan after the war.

Sept 12, 1942 New Canadian p. 1. City Council Delays
Cornett resolution one month. )

p.2. Consultative Council for Cooperation in Wartime
Froblems of Canadian Citizenship brief printed which
urges the dispersal of Japanese Canadians throughout the
Dominion.

Museum, Z018-16-1-32-2-2
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io ROVAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICK

Wo hnve instituted a systom of fiailway Train Patrols in conncotion with

u : : J
: r::ﬁﬂ;ggﬂby Service especially covering such points as Ilalifax and other impor-

Brriart Conumnia Snoumiry. CoMmisaion

Assistant Commissioner I, J. Moad was anhol
. . intéd o m i
S:::h;::rl::n‘nggfum&y (;qmzmasmn, :qui the Dmnml- pélummnndin;mrhci?:{t:gﬁv?: ii::;
( \o1 under lis command gave valuable assistanee to that C isai
especinlly in the removal of Japanese from ti 1 I Vhen 5t 5
remembered that 19,867 Japanecse people h i ool oo B
the restricted areas, it gives some ifimpnf e Idgs Sy neted froen
 Tes ] the large amount of ki
This was not made any easier by charges against Etsuji Morii i?:ﬁhlmllﬁtﬁj

in Came i i i ire i i
ol ron of Dr;tazm Jg%ng appointed to enquire into this man's

¢ i IG d
L ¥ d Eh re L] n ]

(1) That Morii was & gambler and a racket
vas & cer and used
Jt.a enfnrs:q his will on the Japanese cummunit::; tE:EI g;iern?uﬂ}é?gr?
tl?f??ﬁ?: ﬂﬁg}r in tﬂﬁmndﬁ - Ctlie;‘t he was feared by other Japanese;
own to the R.C.M. Police and that hj i d
Ent have heen used in any eapacity by the R.G.}:li. I::]il::::n::[?hghﬁu{gd
Pcnpr:t:v Commission, and that because of hig contact with the R.C.M.
TEIIEEL;IE was able to levy tribute on other Japanese, o
hat Morii was an oflicer of the Sokoku Kni, o Ja izati
iﬁif tx?r:n!:;i dﬂ;ccg!yl afliliated with the Black Drngn]l:ngﬁi?cg:rg:ngﬂtﬁ:ﬂ
intergment. 18 disloyalty to Canada which should have resulted in his
That the R.C.M. Police with knowledge of Morii’ i
}'Ecéc complacent; that beeause of Mogii’a pmv?::ll:: ﬁﬁiuﬁpﬂ“ﬁ'@
Pé]ié:lq;{'tuPaﬂ::ie Ei;:iurmtg :.'&mh ﬂliﬁfinriiai had sold himself to the R.C.M
in extent the officials believed in him implicitly and did
L ;-::-t t;huréughly investigate reports as tulﬂ: h::::li Eamtﬂm]ﬂ? e
. - Justice Cameron in his report to the Hon. the Minister of Just;
nDecemher .LE, 1942, had this X0 BAY:* L, It is unu:Iu:luhtle|:'l¥'13,’ﬂ1‘,lzfs1us rtiEtd:tﬁe g
bmpgﬁuest?;uﬁ::aagﬁspg;i?tm ?f Governmental authority even in wartime
b aDllity ol a newspaper making statements of I
which would undoubtedly tend to alarm the publi < S spistlss e
" - - d
glacred:t. Guvernmental bodies charged with the F;afe]:y u}lréﬂg Stti.:?tew:rr et
_are foundati th ity of which could re

(@)

(3)

I,'::_".'I'I 4 5 () =
This is particularly the case where ng publie

publication, but rather the reverse. “T find th p
been guilly of any complacency in reca -lb.!!'-: eea

Ve m

been eomBined in intornment

Ak ﬂni}fln rmall proportion of theso Japanese inve
pinpa. - I comntieelion: with the Jnponene evaeuntion, w
Sl Eyiviad ; oL b ; domy woe opened e beanporaey
“M”;“hm'nm nt New  Denver  pol [jyve Loy }Iﬁuﬂunﬂutn in Heitlnl
Disposal of Jupaness Mroper T [
| 2 pertpe=The disposnl of e Japanese fahi

T'I:::»Imt:':luh: I11Iu¢lui|-lqlfn luF le Jngimners |*1|n|i!n5; T I'ninum:ni L‘ni:—fﬁ:ﬂlm J;{Tﬂ
oy diave eotdeted hely, work '
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nocumulated value of one and ono-hall million dollnrs, In February, 1043,
arrangementa were entered into by the Custodinn of Enemy (Japanese) Property,
the Commissioner of Jnpanese Placcinent nnd the Federal Goverament to
areango for the disposal of all property owned in the Protected Area by Japanesa,
Two committécs hiave been scb up by the Federal Governiment Ior this purpore

Breciar: War Revesur Acr

This Act has made it neccssary for the R.C.M. Police to ensurc that the
Amusement Tax Act is being properly enforced and in most big citics this has
added materially to our work. Night Clubs and thentres and other places of
amusement have to be visited from time to time to ensure that no infractions
of the Act are committed. ; - '

| & ; COMMISSIONEN'S REPORT

NeEw LBGISLATION

There has been no new legislation which has required extended eerviee from
this force during the past twelve months, but, as already intimated, the enforce-
ment of existing federal statutes and war regulations has become a very impor-
tant part of our work. S8ome of the Government Departments might well inerease
their own insEect.ora and preventive officers and relieve us of some 6f the investi-
gational work. The large number of enquirics ncccssary across the country
resrpccting the rationing of wvarious articles, the heavy work involved in the
enforeement of the orders and regulations of the various controllers governing
oil and fuel and various other matters, does not deerease but on the contrary
has enlarged. There are a number of Acts and Regulations which we have had
to continue to enforce cspecially the National Sclective Scrvied Régulations
which requires thousands of invesligations. The Merchant Seamen Order at
the different ports and the regulations of the Wartime Prices and Trade Board,
Department of Munitions and Supply and the Defence of Canada regulations
have all added to our innumerable activities during the past twelve months.

' : Feperar Driveways, OTTAwA
I am glad to be’able to report that on the Federal District Commission
Driveways at Ottaws, we now have a motorcar patrol equipped with two-way

Orues Duries

{a) I ghall refer to such matters as the registration of firearms, the
Preventive Service and other “continuous” duties in another Section.

(b) In addition to the large scope of duties already mentioned, there are a

- number of duties of lesser importance, such as the enforcement of the

Canada Temperance Act in Beauce County, Quebee, and similar new

ones of that nature which have fallen to this force during the past year.

i

'+ " Norrawesr TERRITORIES AND YURON Bl
- In the Northwest Territorics and Yukon much development is undér way,
aind this has added to our responsibilitics, and has nccessitated an ihereast in
the number of our detnchments there, It is not in the publie interest to dwell o
any great extent on this matler, '

5 Health

I hive plesaues e ppandn pepoeting tink during the yenr under réview Lhe
health of the Pover an the winlde hoe hoen gomd, Very fow infeations or eon-
taglona dlsenaea oopureod nmong the membiors of the Poren, Phoss direoverad
or reported wors “Moaslea” and "Mumpa”,

Aovernl epsea of “Whooplag Cough” "Mensloa™ and “Munipa" wers eieo

_iepoited nmon (he fimilies of membars of (1o Fovon,
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Pebruary 13, 1942,

The Rt.-Hone %o L, Hackenzie Xing, wtag
Prize Hinisier of Canada, : : :
gttawa

By desr Nr, Kingse

Tho surprising strength that recent
events have dlsclozad thal Japan posssses in the Pasilfic
comtpals me io supploment my letiers Lo jyou of Rowvenbey
20th, 1841 and Jenuary lOth, 1542,

I for ona,; as & remreganiabive for British
Columbia, 4o not wizh to over-emphssire the danger,; yet
whon wa roslize shat hag happensd o the delences of
Hong Tong, the Phillipine Tslands, the Zalsyan Peninsula,
Swrme, Singapore and sevesrsl islsnds 1n tho ITubch ZTast
Iadlag and also Islands of the Ausirslian Commomwsalth,
it would be ebsurd for us to blind ocurseolves io the
voalnogs of our poaltion In Wastera Caneda,

For the ppose of clarification, mey I
smumerata the existing dangerst \

Gl ¢ % The Japanose Fifth Colwxm on the Pacific
Coasti I do not bellsve that any membor of the Japanese
race in cur midat can be trustod, Conseguenily «teps
should be taken to ramove all Jepansse [rom Sur Pacifllc
Coast and railwuay arasas,

(3) _ Cur Gm:tel dafences are whgll‘i' Inndaquats,
ey Bound b syoplomanted by air sirongth oo pover

‘now on tha Paclfic Coaste

N cur highways and rellweys sre wholly
:’Enidﬂmmba to sustuin military coperstions in tritish
Columbin, They should be axtended end Improved up
to the requirements of effective military opersilions.

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-1-32-7-1
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Ht, Hon. ﬁn Ls Mackanzie m -2

(4) Te are wholly lacking in effective
navsl bases on the Paciflc Coast, Both Zsquimalt
snd Prince Bupori should be Iimproved to overcome
this Alfficlency.

In alying these broad general proposals
before you I appreciate the demand that eoxists for coe
operation elsewhores, DZut I cannot help but feel that
it i3 neither wise nor gafe to ignore the danger of
leaving the Paclfic Coast of Cansda in its present
pitifully weak condition.

Yours raupauwnllj' and sincsrely,

G+0.Ho0ZIR

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-1-32-7-2
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CANADIAN HNATIONAL TELIEGRAM

VANCOUVER, B.C.,
March 4, 1942

Hon. Ian Mackenzie,
Kinister of Pensions and National Health,
Ottawa, Ontario,

Situation appears to British Columbia Security
Commission as follows:=-

l, Protests from interlor points are such that with- Ea
out Govermment intervention for necessity of cooperation £
from them it will be practically impossible for us to E
evacuate Japanese to any of these points. Apart from
community protests one of our most influential papers
advised the Chairman today they had been reguested by a
Government employee to send reporter and photographer to
Jasper area as conditions were such that it was only
question of time before complete sabotage of C.N.R.
line would be complete, Rightly or wrongly such rumours i/
are increeslng and areas for possible evacuation becuminglf'It
increasingly more difficult. Undoubtedly it is only
question of time before Government will be forced by
public opinlon to move present evacuees to some other place.

%
RIEt VL CRERTEERI PE TP AP IR PEPRTTRUT:
Ly

2. At moment we believe we have cooperation of Japanese
community who will work with us and facilitate our efforts.
However we can only expect this amicable situstion to con-
tinue providing there 1s no hostile feeling towards
evacuees 1ln localltles in whiech they are placed, Govern-
ment appeal and education of interior citizens may correct
this hostile element but we question possibility.

5. Government is faced with the following:~
(a) Correcting hostile element;

(b) Making it compulsory for districts to
acoept evacuees;

(e) Cooperation of other provinces;

PTERTE T TEET T CRRTT FFad i s ntgrrmtssqqrirgtnofangroagyoea

(d) wholesale internment

4. If compulsory internment or further restrictions £

Bl&aed on Japanese we will lose present cooperation and £
nra te an dlement of distrust and complete lack of con-

fidence which will add tremendously to our present problem.

THFTEI IO Y

5. There are in such places as Greenwood, Kaslo, Linto,
Shalalth, Lumberton and other points in province sufficient
unoccupied accommodation which for nominal expenditure can.
be made habitable in short time to accommodate three thousand
males or one thousand families, If males are evacuated to
these areas first and given sufficient building material
and placed to work with reasonable supervision we believe
this sccommodation can be increased in short time by
evacuees themselves to perliaps double thls number. However,
we again have to consider community protests that will be

forthnoming in event this plan adopted.

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-1-32-8-1
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6. Other aslternative is road camps when we would have
to provide accommodation and undoubtedly be faced with
continued complaints from districts in approximate area
and also eriticism and possible sabotege such as is now
emanating from Jasper.

7. Only other alternative which we regquest your

serious consideration for is establishment in isolated ¥ :
crown grant areas of communities where these families can f o E
re-establish themselves on land and in minor and restricted | ffﬂ E
industrial effort. Needless to say this will be conslider- r
ably more expensive then if possibility of paragraph 5 is
adopted. However this re-establishment deserves your very
serious consideration.

| TR 1 B ERd

We respectfully request your serious considera-
tion to the above immediately.

Failing definite policy to be lald down by you
we reguest Honourable Jan Mackenzie, Honourable Humphrey
Llitchell and Honourable Louls 3t., Laurent arrange to meet
this Commisslion here on ground sc that they can have first
hand knowledgze of conditions demending immedliate action.

(Signed) Austin ¢. Taylor

PP EEE N ETTR T T ERT RS 6P T U0 TS W FFENTEpE A g s
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(corY)

C.JADI AN NATIONAL TELILIRAPIS

Ottawa, 5th larch, 1942

lia jor Austin Taylor,
55 Burrard 3treet,
VARCOUVER, B.C.

Your telegram fourth received., Have diascussed
contents this morning with Honourable Humphrey litchell,
Minister of Labour, who 1s responsible Liinister under
Order in Council, ‘e have taken all matters mentioned
into namﬁlete consideration and sugzest that B.C.
Seourity Commission take complete respunsibility and act
in the premises as you see fit remembering that first
oconsideration is the security of our people on the coast
and publlie clamour outside protected areas should be
secondary consideration. Personally consider that press
should not interfere by way of over publieizinz by
plctures or otherwlise conditions of evecuees which must
be somewhat difficult for 2 little while. shall personally
be very glad to go out there soon as possible if reguired
but please consider Commission has complete power to act,

Regards.

{Signed) Ian liackenzie,

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-1-32-58-3
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CANADIAN EATIONAL THL 33RAFIS

Ottawa, Sth March, 1%42

ka jor Austin Taylor,
555 Burrard Street,
VLICOUVER, DB.Cs

Further to my previous telegram my own personal
suggestion ile that individual movement of Japanese from
coast should cease thus ellaying interim opinion., That
all motor vehicles should be taken up without delay,
That mele Japanese of adult years should be assembled
inrediately using eny available bulldinzs on coast and
transferring es soon as practleable to interinm points,
From such points to organize distribution to work camps
farm colonies or whatever type of enterprise declded
upon. Do not see any reason for objection to their
employment on road projects of important nature provided
there is proper supervision., These are purely personal
opinions not at all mandatory but suzzestive and

cooperative.

(Signed) Im Nackenzie.

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-1-32-5-4
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Ottawa, April 14, 1942,

¥y dear Colleague:

In conneotion with the evacuation of
the Japanese from the proteoted area on the Feaoifie
Coast, several hundred Jepanese berry farmers are
being eompelled to abandon thelr properties. ¥or
the most part, these are well developed properties
with good dwellings on them, They are providing a
1living, in each case, for a Jeapanese family.

The b-rrg industry 1s an irmportant
part of British Columbia's agrioculturel life,
During the war, in partioular, large quantities

of jam and progcessed dberrles have been required for
Creat Bri Oe

The abandonnent of these farms raises a
lam of the gonservation of the econtinuity of production
the berry industry.

The British Colunbia Security Cormission
has no authority to deal with the properties, excerting
such items as motor vehiocles and redios which are
ordered sonfiscated., The Custodian of Enery Allem

has no smthority to touch these properties
unless and until they have bean aotually abandoned,
In practioes, the iﬁanﬁn are endeavouring to lesse and
sell, often at sacrifioce prices, The canneries and
parket agencies are greatly oconccrned, lest there be
1ittle or no erop on the Japanese farms this year,
which will seriously disturd the whole economy of the
Fraser Valley,

LA L L L LR R LR R

The Honourable T.A. Crerar, M.FP,,
¥inister of Yines and Resources,

OTTA%A.

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-1-32-9-1
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I am impressed with the thoucht thet
these excellent small ferms would be most suit-
able establishrents for soldier settlers under the
pending Veterans' Lané Aot. This Aot will confer
upon the Direotor, when he is appointed, the rioht
to buy ferms and kold them for prunpautin settlersa.
He has suthority to enter into sgreements for leasing
such properties, in order thaet they may be conzerted
and ﬂmopod during any interregnum between thelr
purchese and the arrival of a prospective soldier
gettler,

Unfortunately there is no peot of
the Veterans' Land Act beconing law in time for
the Direotor appointed thereunder to desl with
these propertiesa, It seens unfortunate, however,
that the opportunity should be nissed,

I shiould appreciate your eonsiderin~ the
advipabllity of an Order in Couneoll under the War
Leasures Aot, suthorizing the administretor of the
Soldler Hntimnt Act, or sone other appropriete
official, to step in at once and buy any of these
Jepanese farms that ocormend themselves as suitabdle
for soldier settlers. They can be sdninistered
meantime exaotly as the Director under the Veterans!
Land Act would administer the~ and cen be turned over
to him when he is appointed, The submission to Council
ean follow the languags of the Veterans' Land Bill
with respeot to the powers whioh it would be neceassary
to sonfer upon the officlal selected for this purvose,

The Custoldian's repregsentative in Vancouver
is already 11 touch with a oco—ittee of white ferners
and cannery men who know the properties intimately
and who have already brought in a nunber of white
farmers to take over aone of the properties., They are
of the opinion that they could obtaln a suitadble
pumber of tenanta to malintalin these properties, pending
their disposal to soldler settlers.

LA LA LR LY R
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The vital oconsilderation in this proposal is
that we sot immediately; otherwise the properties
will have bdeen disposed of in verious unsatiasfactory
ways and the opportunity to develop sound soldier
settlenent in that area will be lost,

T should be glad to be associated with you i1n.
a joint subalssion to Counoll, and I mey say that we
have 1n the Departnent, in connection with our A.R.F.
orgenizatio-n, ¥r, H.,G, Eakins, who is oce of the two
or three best informed men in British Columblae with
respeot to the berry industry.

Yours s!ncerely,

(T. A. MAckenzIE)

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-1-32-9-3
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i k}/;‘l"'f}, BOARD OF INGUIRY = JAPANESE FISHING VESSELS = PAGE 30,
Rad

WITHESS: R. St. Claire Carter, Chief Motor lechaniec, Royal Canadian

Naval Rezeprve, Officlial No. fL.3162 = CALLID:

Te

8.

10.

iz,

Qe
A

Qe

A,

Qe

Qe

A

Qe

A.

How were these boats moored, as far as you remerber?

About 25 of the larger veusels were moored on the Annacls
Island side of the dyke from the light up to sbout & point
abreast of Shoal Polint. About 125 of the glll-netters and
the collector type (amall vessels) were moored from tho
upper dolphins opposite Robson Island, fore and aft, wlth
the dyke, in rows up to 15 or 16 abreast, which meant that
about 6 or 7 boats were on the Robson Island slde of the
dolphins., The inner boat was the only one that was secured
and that was seccured to the Annieville Dyke. All the other
boats abreast of this, 14 or 15 in nurber, were secured

to the next boat to it.

On your arrival with Lieutenant Draney, and after having lcoked
over the situation, did you consider those boats were mcored
in a safe position and Iin a safe manner?

No, sir, I did not.
Vhat do you mean by that?

Firstly, sir, the way the boats were moored. The mooring lines
of the boats weroe very light and the boats weré not moorcd on
a systematic basis or in a seumanlike manner. They were
brought In and juat moored together, one moored to the dyke

and the next one moored to it, and soc on.

It would appear from your statement, therefore, that each boat
that arrived was moored up repldly without any consideration
for the safety of the boats in that group. Is thet correct?

Yes, sir. I might add that the boats were brought in by the
Japanese themselves, in some cases, and they would come up
river in groups of 4 or 5 abreast already moored togethsr.
They would bring thelr boats in and meor them to the best
holding ground they could find, irrespective of where the
other boats were, as long as they could get thelr own before

the dolphins. The boats were not in a definlte llne end more

or less Jumbled up. e

Was there any Haval offlcer or rating in charge of the
mooring up and supervising of these vessels when you arrived?

"No, sir, I do not believe there was. I belleve that was carried
out by the FNaval vessels which wore towlng the groups in.

Did you take any action for the safety of these boats when
you suw the condition they were in?

Yes, sir. Y commissioned two smnll boats from the group and
we lmmediately proceeded to run lines fore and aft to the
dolphins from various points in the lines, That was the
first thing we did.

Did you do that on your own initiative, or did you reccive
any orders from the Naval Officer in Charge, Vuncouver?

I d1d not recelve any orders, sir.

-....IE

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-1-32-10-1
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BOARD OF INQUIRY - JAPANESE FISUING VESSELS - PAGE THRRE

WITHESS: R. Ste. Claire Carter, Chief lotor Hechanle, Royal Canadian "

Naval Reserve, Qfficlel No, A.3162 = CALLED:

l4. Q. Did you have anyone to help you?

Ae Yes, sir. I had Murray Smith, Chief lotor Hechanie, and
two days later we received a draft from H.Y¥.C.S. "DISCOVERY"
I believe about 20 men. They were just new entriles, and
not very compotent, 22 - S

15. Q. What were your orders when You were sent there?
A. To dismantle and immobilize these vessels a3 they were received.

16, Q. As this Board understands it, thon, you and one or two of your
motor mechunic assistants were all alone from the 12th to the
l4th Decerber, 1941, when the guard party arrived from H.X.C.S,
"DISCOVERY" and had no speclal orders other than those to
immobilize the engines of the vessels, Is that corroct?

A, Yes, slr,

17. Q. To your knowledge, were any vessels sunk when you arrived on
the 12th December, 1941%

A, Yes, sir, There werec three vessels on the beach at Annacis
Islend when I arrived there and one of them was under water., -
The boats could not be repaired as they were rotten, They X
were towed in under water and beached when they arrived,

18. Q. Do you know if any boats were sinking at their moorings?

As Not at the time we arrived, sir, although some of the vessels
had water in them, B

19. Q. Do you know if any arrangements had been made for the pumping
of them?

A. No, sir.

20. Q. Yo vessels had actually sunk at thelr moorings, then,--on
your arrival, or become damaged?

As No, sir, qlthﬂugh_tbg;q_qup several vessels that were demaged
and ;resumed that it was through towing,

2l. Q. To your knowledge, when did the firast vessel at the dyke
mooring sink?

A. I went out on Christmas morning and found that one boat hag

sunik, It was a boat in a group of about 14, and about In a
line with the piling. This had sunk during the night,

22. Q. What, then, was it's condition and the condition of tho roe=
malning vessels in 1t's group when you arrived on ths sceno?

Ae Tho vesssl that was sunk was all right and the veasels moored
alongside were all right at that time, It was a small boat
and it was moored to a collector = that is sbout a 40 foot
boat = on one slde of 1t. They all went aground when the
tide falled.s The tide rosa'aEgTEEiEZIg;gg boat had fallen
over on the small one., The small boat, therefore, could not
rise,

""I.é
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BOARD OF INQUIRY = JAPANESE FISHING VESSELS = PAGH PO

R. 8St. Claire Carter, Chief Motor Mechanle, Moyal Caznadian
Naval Heserve, O0fficinl Yo, A.3182 = CLLLKD:

WITNESS:
23. Q.
Aa
24, Q.
Aa
25. Q.
A.
26, Q.
A,
27. Q.
ki
2B, Q.
B
29, Q.
As

Your answer indicates that there was insufficient water
for mooring these vessels and that the mooring was unsile
except at certain g#ates of the tide only, Is that correct?

Yes, sir.

Did you report this incident to the necessary esuthoritles?
Yea, sir.

To whom did you make your reportt

Lieutenant Draney, sir,

What did your report consist of?,

I stated that Iif we did not move these vessels down from the
shoal water that by the time we had a few more in we would be
having a lot of trouble, That was on the 26th December, I
believe. This was a verbal report.

Did Lieutenant Draney Indlcate to you that he would make the
necessary arrangements to overcome thia unsatisfactery
situation?

Yos, sir, I believe he did. At the time there was a dizcussion
regarding putting the boats around Shosl Point up on the Island,
Vie went over there at this time and checked the Island for this
purpose. Lieutenant Dpaney sald we were going to put all

the boats up anyway, and that was the way 1t was left,

To your knowledge, were any steps taken to prevent a recurrence
of thia sinking, due to the boats belng moored on shoal ground,
and which had already caused the sinking of one vessel?

Well, sir, these boats were coming in at about 125 a dav,
from about 1600 on, which meant that myself and the small

working party of about 8 mon - 8 to 10 men « were kept hard
at work sometimes until about 0100 the next morning, mooring
them up in the deeper water adjacent to Annleville Dyke
running out on Shoal Point, Some of them, however, had to

be moored on the Robson Island side of the dolchinas, not-
withatanding that it was known to be shallow water, aa there
was such congestion at the entrance to this backwater, the
entrance had %o be kept clear and it was conaldered that even
though these were moored on foul ground, as we now had & party
we consldered that we could prevent further sinkings, Hewever,
we ran kedges out to hold the boats apart and hoped that

this would avoid any further sinkings. At this time, there
were about 950 vessels and the river froze. This ccndition
prevented us from getting these boats away from the foul
mooring, where they had only been put as a temporary measurse

before moving them to & better place. This was sbout the

Iz the Doard to understand, then, that this ice condition
which occurred about the 6th January, 1942, was the cause
of a great number of sinkings?

Yes, air,

.-“‘.‘5
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BOARD OIF INQUIRY - JATANESE FISHING VESSELS = PAQE FIVE

WITHESS: R. 5t. Clalre Carter, Chief Motor lMechanie, Royal Conodilan
Naval Reserve, Official No. A.3162 « GALLED:

30. Q. Prior to this, however, the Board haa only been told of one
ainking?

A. Yes, sir.

3le Qe Is it correct that until this Lfce condition set in that there
had been only this one sinking?

A+ PNo, sir. About 10 other boats had sunk in the meantime, due
mostly to an unseaworthy condition on arrival.

32. Qe Do you consider, or not, that the foul mooring ground was
partially responslble for these other 10 sinkings?

A, Yes, sir, I do. If i1t was not for that foul ground we

probably would not have lost these boats,

33. &« Will you tell the Board, then, what had been done from 12th
December, 1941, when you arrived, until this ice conditicn
set in about the &th or 7th January, 1942, to alleviate this
danger? e

A. Practically nothing, sir.

S4. W To your lmowledge, had reports been made as to the danger
of doing nothing?

A, I bellieve that the difficulty was realized, sir, but as the
boats were arriving so quickly all thet could be done was to
safely moor the new arrivals and no time was left to re-moor
the other vessels that were moored on the foul ground originzlly,

S5. Q. During the period up to apuroximately the 7th January, 1942,
when this ice condltion started, you state there wers sabout
10 or 11 sinkings. To your knowledge, were any inspections
carried out by the Naval Officer in Charge, Vancouver, or
any of hlas staff?

A. Yes, sir., Llecutenant Commander J.M. Smith, R.C.N. (Temp.)
arrived cut nearly evary day.

36. Qe To your knowledge, did the Naval Officer in Charge, Vancouver,
come out to make any inspections?

4. Not that I can recall, sir. He was, however, out later on,

37+ Qe Dld Lieutenant Commander Smith leave any orders for the safety
of these vessels that you know of?

A+ Ve dlscussed what we were doing and he seemed to be satisfied,

inferred that he would get more men out. I may say, sir,

that from the flrst day I arrived out there I requested that
portable pumps be supplled. However, these pumps were not -~y
suppllied until the 18th January, 1942, This meant that all “

the vessels had to be bailed by hand until these pumps were

provided, which of course also meant that my working perty

were linited In thelr work.

looiop'ﬁ
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BOARD OF INQUIRY = JAPANESE FISHING VE3SELS = PAGE SIX

Rs 8t. Cluire Carter, Chief HMotor Mechanlc, Royal Canadian
Naval Reserve, Officinl Ho. A.3162 = CALLED:

S8.

39.

40.

41.

42.

4S5,

44.

Qe

A,

Qe
e
Qe
A
Qe

A

Qe

Qe

Ao

Do you know why these rumps were not supplied to you untll
the 18th Januaryt

I was In touch with Chief E.R.A. Murray Slannin at the aval
Officer in Charge's office on several occasicns and I was
informed that all was beilng done and that we would get thenm
Just as soon as possible. I ecalled in at the MNaval Officer
in Charge's office myself and saw severcl signals about them,
trying to hurry them up. On about the 16th or 17th January
I informed them that the condition would beccme so serious
that 1t would be beyond repair., The vessels were golng down
faster than we could 1ift them. The ice had set in thén.,

We had to break the ice and ball out the boats with buckets.

Were you placed in charge of these salvage operationst
Yaa; gir.

On whose authority?

I do not know, air,

Did you not receive any direct orders from the office of the
Naval Officer in Charge, Vancouver?

No, air., I never received any definite orders, but Lieutenant
Commander Smith and everybody else came to me to ask what I
was doing. - I assumed, therefore, that I had been placed in
charge,.

Did you at any time recelve any definite instructions or
orders In writing?

Not during the bad time, sir. Licutenant Commanier Smith
would come out and anything that he wanted done he would ask
me. However, I would not say that I had NEVIR received any
written orders as some dasys when Lieutenant Cormrnander Smith
did not come out I would receive a note as to what to do.

Will you explain briefly to the Board what salvage operaticns
you gave orders for?

Yes, sir, ihen these boats first started to go down about
Christmas time, we proceeded to clear ths line away from the
sunken boat and put a line on that boat, if it was not too
deep water and would make it fast at night. Then on the flat
tide we would put 2 or 3 boats on to it and pull it on to the
shallow flats where it would go aground at night, We would
bail out and then float it and put it back in line.

Did you get asslatance from the New Westminster Public Vorks
Salvage Vessel for this?

Not at that time. Mr., Reed, who ia I belleve an M.P, from
Hew Westminster, came out to see us in operation one day
and mentloned the conditions under which we were working -
I meun the lce condltions. He asked me if there w.s any
way the Public Works Department could help us ard I asked
him for the "SAMSONY™ as at that time the boats were sinking
alongside the dyle. MNr. Reed sald that we could have the
"SAMS0N" and that he would be pleased to render any other
assistance - would, in fact, be glad to do ao,

--I-OOI?

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-1-32-10-5
il Nikkeimuseum.org



BOARD OF INGUIRY = JAPANESR FISHING VEUSELS = PAGR FIFPELN

WITHNESS: Sub-Llieutenant S.F. Ross, Royal Canadian Naval Volunteor Hesorve,
: (Temporary) = CALLED:

116. Q. TWore these suggostions of yours acted upon?

A. Thoy were actod upon as soon as it was po ~lble for us to do
80, owlng to the limited number of rutings availuble and the
weather condltions prevalling. Orders were received on

. @pproximately 7th or 8th January in a signal from NHaval Officer

in Charge, Vuncouver, that we wero to catalogue ell vessols

and that this was to be carried out as soon as vossibla., This
meant that I had to reduce the number of oy pumplng parties

and mochanics to carry out this work which took about throe

or four days. However, I was inatructed to carry on with the
purport of the signal as soon as possible and as T antlicipated
& number of vessels sank during this period through lack of

care end maintenance and bailing parties.

117. Q. Did you have an adequate pumping equipment to cope with the
number of ves:sels under your charge?

A. No, sir,

118. Q. Did you make representation to Naval Officer in Charge, Vancouver,
to provide better pumping facilities?

A. No, sir, because I had been glven to understand on my arrival
that pumps had alrcady been ordsred,

118, Q. VWhen did these pumps arrive?

A. Two pumps arrived aprroximately 8th or 9th January., Qne
arrived about the 12th and two additional pumps arrived
about the 22nd January. HNany times during this Interval
I requested information as to when those pumps misht be
expected end was given to understand that Naval Officer Iin
Charge, Vancouver's office was dolng everything within theirp
power to expedite tho supply of these pumps, .

120. &. J#hat, in your opinion, was the primary cause of these sinkings
and eventual dumage to these Japanese fishing vessels?

A In my oplinion, sir, 1t wus because & large majority of these
vessels were moored on unsafe ground. '

121. Q. Were there any other major causes, in your opinion?
A. Yeoa, s=ir,
122. Q. What were they?

A. Pecullar weather conditions prevelling during the first
and sccond weeks in January., Lack of sufficiently larce

working porties with adequato motor pumping facilitics,
Also, that some of the vessels were in an unseaworthy
copdition on arrival. Insufficient care had been ;iven

to the safe mooring of thesc boats on thelr a:rival from
down river. The sccuring alongside the dyke without vertical
stringer pleces permitted the inboard vessol to Foul the
norizontal stringers on the cbb and flow tldes, with the
regult that thils inboard vessel canted over and fouled the
boat adjacent to it. As a nusber of the outside boats were
on foul ground and in some ceses submerged and grounded,

they were, in most cases, not in a position to freo themselves,

i----.l\.'l

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-1-32-10-6
il Nikkeimuseum.org



BOARD OF INQUIRY HELD O SHORE IN THE
NAVAL BASE AT VANCOUVER, BRITISH

COLUNBIA, AT 0900, ON FRIDAY, GTH MARGH,
1942, TO HOLD A FULL AND CAREFUL INVESTI-
GATION INTO THE CIRCUMSTANCES ATTRNDI NG
THE SINKING OF AND DAMAOE T0, JAPANESE
FISHING VES3ELS SEIZED AND IN PROTHECTIVE
CUSTODY AT ANHACIS ISLAND AND TO ASCIERTAIN
WHAT KMFEASURES EAVE BEEN TAKEN BY THE NAVAL
OFFICYR IN CHARGE, VANCUWYVER (A) FOR THE
SAFE CUSTODY OF THESYE VESSELS (B) THE RiMuDY
ARD REPORTED SINKING AND DAMAGE TO VESSELS.

FINDING OF THE BOARD

The followlng is the Finding of the Board
of Ingquiry ordered by the Commanding Officer Pacifie
Coast's liemorandum dated 2nd Harch, 1942, to hold a
full and careful investigation into the circumstances
attending:-

"The sinking of andi damage to Japancse

- Fishing Vessels selzed and in protective
custody at Annacls Island, and to ascortain
what measures have been taken by the laval
Officer~-in-Charge, Vancouver -

(a) For the safe custody of these
vessels

(0) To remedy and report sinking
and damage to vessels

The Board, after due consideration of all
the evidence given by the various witnessea, {inds thut:e

(1) The principal cause of the majority of the
slnkings and damage to the Japanese vessels selzed was dua
to the fact that boats arrived in grenter mubers than
Haval Officer-in=-Charge, Vancouver, was capable of having

moor safe and seamanlike manner; vet he made no

ropresentation to reduce tho numbers arriving, or to
increase the Naval personnel carrying out the cperation

of mooring. T

(2) The Naval Officer-in-Charge, Vancouver,
failed to appreciate the magnltude of the oneration for
which he was responsible, In that:-

(e) He delegated the selcction of thia
mooring ground to Lieutenant Cdr.
Smith;

(o) He did not cause the area to be
surveyed for the purpose required
of 1¢t;

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-1-32-10-7
il Nikkeimuseum.org



BOARD OF INQUIRY = JAPANESHE

FISHING VESSELS = FINDING ~

{Continued)

i (¢) He delegated the responsibility
of =zo nouring tha boats on thelpr

Smith without firstly providing
Lieutenant Commander Smith with
full inastructions and adequate
personnel to carry out this work.

(3) T™he Naval Officer=-in-Charge, Vencouver,
having received verbsal reports of asinkings and damage
folled to meke a thorough perasonal survey of the aituation,
or to lssue necessaary lnatructlonsto better the situation,
and he falled to keep hla hlgher suthority informed of

the situation, in that:=

(1) Though the situation deteriorated
rapldly after Januery Tth or Eth,
chiefly due to unexpected weather
conditlona, the extent of the
dumave suataine& _would have been

ings and
facilitiaa been

battar 165
d?aflabfa*

(1) Chief Hotor Mechanic Carter on

his own initiative

asked for

and obtained assliztance from the
Publie Works Department;

(111) No report was made by Naval Officer

in Charge, Vancouver, to Commanding
Officer Pacific Goast until 3rd of “%?f

deruagy, 1942,

by Commanding ﬂfficar Panific Coast,

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-1-32-10-8
il Nikkeimuseum.org
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0ttawa,
April 2lat, 1942

i o

M Personal end
§ Confidential
§ iy dear Eing,
F

I understand that you are malking your final broadcast on the
pleblsaite on Friday eveanlng. Hay I make n fow susgestions which, if
you do not think well of, you may eonsign with my full approwal to the

wvastspaper-basket.

On my rescent trip Viest I heard freguent edverss comnent on
Quebeo, scae of 1t from people who have a senslble and sane outlook
usually upon publio affairs. The tragedy of the whole thing is that
the people of Quebeo do not understand thes poopls {roam the other pro=
vinces, and the people from the other provinses do not understand Quebecs

W R AL B b b L

e

I would tell the people Lluntly, with a spsolal referemce to
i our French=Canadian friends, that the United lations are rot winning the
; war - and that it 1s quite possible that we may lose it. "I would pose
; the gquostion: "nhat is our position if Cermany triumphs in Europe and
Britain 1s orushed, and Japan conguers Australia, 3 she undoubtedly
would?™. Ais I ses it, the British Com-oryealth and Empire disappear and
Canade, one of the richest prizes in the world; would have to fight sgalnst
overvhelming forces. I think I would ask our Frensh-Canadian friends :
bluntly whers Quebeo would be in thils ploture. Could they retain those
things which they prize so highly in the Confederatlon? Tou could not say
perhape that cur future would be linked lnextricably with that of the
United States under these clroumstances, tut undoubtedly that ie what
would take plage. OStelaurent in his broadeast last night put his Finger
on 1t when he asked his compatriote what place three and an half or four
milllon FPrenchmen would have in a contlinent of one hundred and Iifty mll-
lion non=French. They could not hope to malntaln the privlilepes they

The Rt.lonouratle #.L.Mackenzie ¥Xing, P.C.,LP.,
Prime Minlater of Canada,
Cttamwma PeTeOsunsn

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-1-32-11-1
il Nikkeimuseum.org
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Continued Iro= ovorleafl =-—

now onjoy, aelthough I am well eware that you oould not state 1t in this
fashions The faot is that no part of our country should be more interested
in the succesaful cutoome of the war than should be Fremch Canadm.

R .

Quebse will listen to strong words from you snd thelr effes®
upon the rest of Canads could be nothing but goods

I hops you will pardon my meking thess sugpestions.

A e e S i P

Yours sinosrely,

(IFEY e aRlE e LT TR )

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-1-32-11-2
il Nikkeimuseum.org
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DISTRIBUTION OF FICHING YVHES5ELS S0LD

to JUNE B0th, 1942

Ho. of % of Plshing % ol

To PRINCIPAL FISHING CO Vesoals Companies Total
British Columbig Packers Ltd. 204 o 26
Canadian Filshing Cop Ltd. 14% b 13
dngla Be Cw Packing Co. Itde 96 16 12
Helason Bros. Pisheries Ltd. &2 10 E
Jd+ E. Todd and Sons 27 4 <]
Fo. Uillerd and Sons Ltd. 25 4 2
Great Tiest Packing Co. Ltd. 22 4 &
Cessiar Packing Co. ILid. 13 2 2
Horth Shore Packing Co. Ltde 7 1l 1l
(meen Charlotte Packing Co. Ltd. 3] ; o 1
Total Fiskirng Companies B08 100 78
Total "Individual Purchaszers 177 2z
Total vessels z0ld to Jume Z0th 765 100

AMAIYSIS OF SALES TO JUNE S0th 1242

PTYFE AND AVERAGT VALUR

Avarazo
Ko. of % of value _or
_Yessels fotal vessels Joosc
Seiners 33 4 §6,181.3¢
Trollers 47 & 1,468.11
Gill-lletters 581 74 56 14
Facksrs a7 11 2,342,850
Hisc.-60 boats, ete. 37 i) 894,50
{Z) TOTAL i+ 100 § 1,121.66

(£)Doss not include B vessels sold by Custodian of Inemy Allen Properiy
These were 5 Seilners of the average valus of $6,355.29.

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-1-32-12
il Nikkeimuseum.org
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Jepanast ocwnerg of thoso vessole have besn civen

very oprorfunity, over the past five ronths, to sell thair

vousels through tho offices of

the Comitton and we b now

geons olear thot the marinmts for those vessols oro cbost ex-

houated or very soon will be, the problem of disp;csing of thooe

now remaining is prinecipelly that of storuze.
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Of tho 10 voosolc at Prinze Rupe y 5 only zro in
flocting storope. cnd in cood conditlon. The octhors cro
becehed ond sadd to bo in lecky condition., Thoso vogacls
will probabdbly bo .sald but are of soconlary concern to th

[

disposition of tho Frasoer River boots,

The Custodlan of Allen Inamy Iropetty rroposes to
remove his 20 vogools from Navel custodionship, so that th
immediato and pressing problem is to find dlsrositlon of the
108 vegsols remuining in the Fraser Mver floot, under the

release Jurlsdiotion of the Conmittoo,

- _-“-..-.-,, - e Iﬂ.".'!' "F‘ e Wl it i d
e .'E - by ke Uy il el

Iv -:,.‘*v-r -n--;- v(n [T i g ; . l:.:. P VT ey W e Sty
A aNidhiad ded W ke ¥ g las ,-.an. R ) & ! i Nared i) iy i -

To reliowo lNavel forvico wiith the leaot rossible
delay, the Comiltico hes explored voerdous methods whereby this
might bo accampliched. Conzlderution of theco fuciors sre in-

volved

1. Agencles Jwollablo for Jiec antablo Custodlicnshln,
A = Plshing Companlcs which have the nooceassary
i‘:c:illtioa and whieh have a future interost
- in thege vesasols,

B = Govornmontal Dopartmeonts.

C « Frivate Conmpanioes,

wls of Storsre

f
-

v
o
£

A = Vet or Ploating Storage such as ot prosont
ennloyed.

0 - ..-'- DT .

LG - R ey R i Y. R - | - ey F
De Cost of Cucrxdlng and Uaintaining Vessels
4o aynllabildi= ol Vasaels In enoe thoy v ho of
i - Y AT . ] &
future ung In the Fighin -r.u.z,'_:'.
. ™ . ", - o "'..-.-.-.- Y T e
5. Regponalblllity of the Covormont to the Cwmorg,
=
o Y oy PR A T
&k - dwd s by >
Y s il s L] e s W . s
e Cormittoe 1nitlclly ondoavorod to follow +tho
[ T, Y . wn o 4 - [ » d-1 n o T d Yo i . .
gimplest end most offeotive mothod of disjosel; tlat is, o
i O ¥ 4 Fu I —— o b X " PO SPTPNRE Ta R, T T |
Propooal wap nodo to the larger flshing companiocs wiieh hod

purchaced 635 of all vescels zold throush the office of

P

i

¥

Comittoo, snd whlch contamploted thelr toalking over o1l
Squrce Mikkel Mational Muaeum 2018-16-1-32-13-2
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romaining vessels under a bailment plan. After o porled of

nozotiatione the plan was rejected.

Theoe negotictions 1ad t?m Cormitioo to conslder.
a now approach to theso mﬂ.“nim, wilch contemplated senc-
rating the flect into two eclacoificutlions:
1. Those wesztols In suwod to falr condition and
L=wélotely wonble far figh s
¢ (Cldor vesools and those in & poor stote of

repolr, vhich hove outlived thelr usefulness
or have nearly raoached that state,.

]

To maintaln ull romeining vossels at thelr presont
noorings owr a long porlod, would ropresent & grocter oxpense
than worrented . A most responsitle private company wdion
regular oparations would erable then to carry ocut this added
responaibility ot e minimum of cost, quoted a flat rate of
v4C00,. por month for the sorvice., Considering the liah 11ity
involved, cur caloulations Indiocste that thls quotation is

not unrosgonable,.

no organization of an equivalent servics by Sovorn-
nent Jorvice would cost o minimum of (3000. poer month, without
considoraction of the linbility for extroordinury ezmense in

tho event of danage to vopoels ot thelr moorinczo,

Aspwiing thet 1950 vossels woro oo stored, the coot
would bte JZ26.C6 per momth por woszel, under the nrivuito
eaapany rroposal, or o minimum ag estimutod of 220,00 por
month J,...r veszol, As the totel number of vosgels wore reducod

by seles, the cost per veosel would lnerouso ag econonies roge-

gible in C-:-Gr;itiﬂn wuld be dlsproportionate.

Dry storuze would “-anhl_,r roduce thoze cogts to

cbout 1/3 of the above figures, but tho doteriorution of vos-

ools would be rapid, and it i1s probablo a larse purt of the

vesaels,oo rtored ,would bo permancntly lost to the fighing
11’#&115‘6??.

Source: Nikkei National Museum, 2018-16-1-32-13-3
wnanar Nkl mUSeLm .org ) _ — -
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romaining vessels under & bailment plan. After o porled of

nozotintions the plan was rejected,

Thege negotictions led tha Cormitioe to conslder.
a now arproach to theso companles, whilch conteomplated sence-

.

rating the floot into twm eclassgificutlions:
1. Thoso vessols in gwod to falr conditlon and

Lrwdiotely uwsable for flshing,

& Oldor vescols and those in & poor state of

repalr, which hove ocutlived thelr usefulness

or have nearly rocched thot stato,

To maintaln ull romeining vossels at thelr presont
noorings ower a long perlod, would ropresent & groater cxpense
then warrented s & most responsitle private compony wiose
regular oparations would erable then to curry out this added
responsibility ot e minimum of cost, guoted & flat rate of
v4000, por month for the service, Considering the liability
involved, cur caloulations Indicate that thls quotation is

not unrosgonablo,.

Tho organization of an equivalent serviece by Covern-
nent Jorvice would cost g minimum of (3000. poer month, without
considoration of the linbility for extroordinury czmense in

tho event of damage to vopsels ot thelr moorincs,

Aspuning that 150 vossels woro oo stored, the cost
would bte JZC.C6 per month por woszel, under the nrivuito
conpany roposal, or & minlmm asg estimutod of 220.00 per
menth por vesgol. As the totel numbor of veazols wave reduncd
by seles, tho cost per veosel would lnerouso ag econonies nose-

8ible In operation would be disproportionate.

Dry storage would probably reduce theze costs to

ebo.t 1/3 of the above figures, but the dotoeriorution of vos-

=

pols would be rapid, and It i1s probablo a large purt of the
vessels oo rtored ,would bo permanently lost to tho r4 salng

1ndustry.

Source: Nikkei Mational Museum, 2018-16-1-32-13-4
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qual'f_,f in tho second olusplfleation referred Lo hireln;
that 11:, "older vessels of low veluwe,” One of the larger
commmenies which heg amplo dry storapo facllities for this
nuzber of vosgels, huo tentatively agreed to store this
rosidue of the Tlaot on the sume compensatory basis as in
tho cose of thot of other compenies for the other purt of

the fleet.

Ghould the Cormittos suaceod in consummuting theoe
Plans, Naval Servieo will be relicved of thelr custody moro
promptly then eny other woy, cnd the Covernment will have
avoldod setting up e new organlzation to accompllish thiz,
~
Irmedlote Trocodure to Secure TFrooress in these
lonsg shall be:

1. Fishin; Companies to complete thelr sclecticn
of Yesoels,

2 Julnt Suy _,r of Gelected Vesmels (Surverors of
Flahing Co'8e, J«FVeDy und Havol Sorvice),

- - -~ = b1 - ; :
Se Dalivery of Vosnels tekon at rrocent moorlinga by
-5 [T | B o e
Flahing Compenlesn.

4e Ir rq:.r' ion of aprpropriato Bellmont /gorocment

and Exe t.icm thorool,

/ .

T
TN AT T aataer

Zxecutive sasistant,

.T.".-" VaDulle

aF '-ll'-"r‘" _-,
"‘1"! 1 f&n
n e

& e .a.-|

Source: Miklel Mational Museumn, 2018-16-1-32-13-5
i Nkke museUnm.ong
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e Dfec kYl a5 Sl 70-25()

Ottawa, 12th lay 1942,

T GOVFRENR menrtal IR coUncIls

Tma nrdorsigned haowe the hon to reportl

That persons of the Japanese race ordinarily residoni
in the protected arveans of Zritish Columbila howve becen required
by Ordera ol ithe Minister of Justice, under Heg lation £ of the
nefonce of Camnade Hopulavions (Consolidetion) 1941, to leave
such protoctad arsas;

That “"*n,, of much persons of Lo Japandse raco wero
ancaced in agriecliure and nave ween cosnpolled to abandon lmnds
c:.:.cd by them or by companies whleh they control;

That unless roASUTeS Ore ta"u* to c:}n*ml t 8 disca, il
of such lands, such persens of bhe
undue ~-oxploitation;

Thate 1t is in the puplle intorest Lo provide for Loe

control of the disposition of such landa.
IR LD

The undersizned have, therefure, Lo JOonoUr B0 TUCo.. 2.4
tiat Your Zxcellency in Counell, under aad by viriuoc o Lic po..o
conferred by the War Neasures act, Chapter 200 of tlo Hovisod
Statutos of Coanmdn, 1977, bo ploased to make tiwe fellowiny ra o
lations:

l, Iz tiosc regulatlons, unless Lhe context otierwiso
renuires:

{a) “Director™ meoans the Director of foldier Jeftloment
| of Canada}

e

(b} "Japoooa:Company™ means any corporaiion of wiich
| the majority of the shares issued by it are owned

! by raous of tho Japencse race, or of wirlelr ithe
| aaj tie directors are porsons of the
y
|
i il § T i
{ e real or
lazal o
1] szion
: = 1- '-+ LL - -
{ jound '“*.}“ of dany izsorporated oluy o towm;

{4l "Ministor" smeana tze Minlster of liines and
EOsUTees]

(e) "person of t;‘_ Japanese race" geans any person
ate)

ineE;

wholly of the Japan
(£} "protscted arca in Britlish Coluabia™ meanc any «rod
in wa.o provinee of Dritish Columbia, now or herculter
| doeclarel, purcuent Lo the provislons of e latlon 4
| of the Dofonec of Conoda Hezdations {Consolidetion)
| 1541, to be & gioisctod arca for tuo purposes of such
Aorulutliona

source: Nikkel MNational Museurn, 2018-16-1-32-
widne Nikkeimuseum.org




2¢ Ixcopt witih the approval in writing of the Director
and in aceordance with any terams or condlitions thersein set out,
no person shuall, after May y 1942,

(1) purchase, lease or otherwise agquire or
ezree to purchase, lease or otherwlse acrulre,
or

(ii) eithe. for himself or on behalf of the owner,
geil,lenze or otherwise dispose of or azrae
to sell, lease or otiervlse dispose of,

any agrioultural land in o protected areva of Britiszh Columbla, owned

by any person of the Ja anese race or by any Joparcess company,

Sa The Director may, in his sole dlscretion, refuse to

approve or approve, either unconditionmily or subjeet to sueh terms
or conditions as to him seem fair and reasonable, the purchase, sale,
lease or oiher acquialiion or diasposition, or eny agreenent therefor,

of any sgricultural land in & protected area of British Columbia

owned by any person of the Jepanese race or by any Jaranese conpany.

4, Thgo Jirector alinll gaouse an appraisal to be ca'e of

tiie falr present-day waolua of &ll ezricultural lands in any protected
area of Jritish Columbia owned by persons of the Japanese race or by

Japanese companies, and shall report thereon to the ifiniatar,

-

5. Any person autiorized in writing by the Jirector to zcl
as an inspoctor under these regulations may, for ithe purpose of aagion

any appralsaal under the last progsding section, or for the purpose

of asceriainln: wiether any peraon of ths Jup nese race or an]

Japanese eompany is the owner of eny agricultural lardin a procceted

ares of Sritish Columbia, or for tihe purpose of determmianiny whether
the provisions of these rezulations are balns or hLave been gomplied

with,

{1} enter abt sll remsonuble times and Llnspeet auy
asrienltural land iz a protected area cf Aritish
Columbia, owned by any person of the Jepanese
race or by any Japmnese company, or whlch is
reasomably belioved by sueh inspeetor to bo or
to have been gvmed by any =iech person or compansi

{i1) emonine orally any person gecupyln: or Buving
any interest ln agricultursl land in & protected
arsa of Britlish Columbia, whiech 1s reasonably
believed by such inspector to be or to bave beexn
ownasd by 4 porson of the Japenese race or &
Japanesse company}

{1ii1) roquire any person ceccupying or huviay eny
interest in errie-ltural land in & protocted
arss of Hritish Columbie, whichis reasomably
believad by suech lnsp-efor to be owmned by a
perscn of the Japancse race or a Japan@se Qompany,
or ravin: in his pomsession any documsnia relating
to any sueh lend, to furnish any information in
is possession or such documsnis to asuch inspector.

6. The production by any percon of any docwnsnt purportl

o

to be sirtned by the Direetor and purporting to authorize such person
to et 2o an inspecior under these rejulations, shall be evidence of

the sathority of such person to act as an lnspector.

Source: Mikkel National Museum, 2018-16-1-32-14-2
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JAPANESE FIBHIMNG VESSELS DIsPOSAL COMMITTEE

Comrmilfce:
THE HONOZADLE MK, JUSTICE SIDNEY SMITH I528 MARINE BUILDING

CHAIRMAN VANCOUVER., B.C.
coMMANDER B L. JOHNSOMN, 0.5.0., R.C.N.R,

KIBHIZO KIMURA May ,3(:: VG G s
L L et e e
A, E. MCMASTER, EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT A i ',, :\___'. ‘.-‘; -
AIR MATL ﬁ
e e E VAT 4 s
The Hopourable Ir. J.B, } ichauﬂ 2 g 3
Minister of Fisheries, f ReB+-
OTTAWA. Bamammmarr =
CLOA
*L.-"lr, . P’ @ % f LY

FORCED SALES OF VESSELS

Up to the present all vessel sales have been
conswrmated through frce nego*i tion between Japanese
owners and purchasers, but in theze €600 transactions
obstinate owners were generally avoided.

unsold, beloungs tc a recalcitrant class of ownsrs, wh
obviously desire to aveid selling their vessels by any
TOEAaE .,

A large percentage of the vessels remaining }#{.

The Committes's policy has been to use every
reesonable means of perquadlng these owners to sell their
vessels, but currently when thls means has proven futlle,
it was decided to sell the vessels at a price considered
fair and reasonable,

The first three cases of this kind have just
been completed, and the Registrar of Shipping of Vancouver
has bsen good enﬁuﬂh to grant a clearance throuzh the
medium of the enclosed form of letter, which is salf ~QE -

planatory.
. It is recognized that this is a temporary ex-
R pﬁﬁiant and that a recognized Bill of Sale must replace
oMY the temporary document; therefore, the Committee recom-
P mends that authority be granted to the Committee to give

g pe;manﬁncﬂ to this procedure through Order in Cohpull or
throuzh some nthe4 gpproved method. The polnt 1s mo%v
ﬁﬁ ~ Immediately pressing and could be left for later conside-
ration,if desired,

T
X

3 o T'e - 111 X ;
{ A _H#ﬂxq Respectiully supmitteﬁ- §
[ =i r h-','-'"-:}' "_...a-'f."'
% yrd e
Pl SR 8 B S
P ..-:._;“' & ..- * s - r': _M‘,‘ﬂ ?.f:_,\,.---"':‘d#
g T e
AEM/PH, ¥ = A, E. MoMaster,
Encl.). - ixecutive Assistant.

ALL COMMUNICATIONS TQ BE ADDRESSED TO THE COMMITTER

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-1-32-15-1
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JAPANI 13H BSEL! | ITTEL
Ki1aH IR &,
s T B MASTER. CXECUTIVE ARSISTANT
TO THE HEGISTRAR OF SHIFFING,
VANCOUVER, B.C.
Sir:
Re Ex-Japanese Fishing Vessel:
Length:_ Breadth: ______Depth: L

Englne:

The owner of thls vessel,

declines to gell at a reasonable price.

swhose signature,for

identification purposes, appears below, has offered to purchase

the wvessel for the sum of

LA £ P h : 2 i COIMGL 2 rea-
(Dollars (3 ), which sum is considered re

sonable and has been accepted as the purchase price by this Com-
mittee, and is being held in trust by the Committee, pending

completion of Bill of 8ale.

You are requssted to permit the purchaser,

to operate this boat until the

-

rresently llcensed owner,

completes the exeeution of Bill of Sale! or some other provision

has been made.

This letter is issued in duplicate, one copy of which is
10 be reteined in your files, the other to be in the possession

ol ; for clearance and nevigation

purposes,

Yours feithfully,

JAFANZSEE PISHING VESSELS DISPOSAL COMMITIEER

U - T T S e

A dhy HONMASTE] 3

T, o 4 & s Fooveg et oo b
axcoutlive fLssistant.

DT AMTTOT AT
SIGHNATURE OF-

Source: Milkiei Mational Museum, 2018-16-1-32-15-2
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;ﬁbﬁb’ 4 meeting of the B.C. Membors of the House of

Commono incluiing Hon. Iun Hackenzie, and in eddition Hon. J.G.
Gardiner and Hon, Gaorge Dlack, was hold in the office of the
Hon, Humphroy Mitoholl in the Houue of Commons on Tueaday, r o &
July 21st, whon thero was a genmernl discusslon of the steps /’fff’
taken to evaocuate the Jaupanese fron the vulnorable areas of 0.0,
Ur. &. Uaclumera, Associete Deputy Uiniater of Labour,
wad prescnt.
The private members in attendance comprised:
Hon. G. Stirling
T. J. 0'"Heill
Le We Hoill
G. A. Cruickshank
H. €. Groen
A. HaoInnig
T. Reid
L. W. Layhew
G. B. L. UeoKinnon
0. llanson
. W. K. Esling
J. G. Turgeon
A statement of the situation vs of July 9th was dtatributed
to each persocn Present, as per attached.
Ur. Reid said figures showed that there wers tlousandg
of Jupaneue sti1ll in Vancouver.
Hr. Mackonzie agresd and said they were driving tazias
all over town. lo waas afraid of fags neetings of proteost unleasn
drastio action was taken,
Mr. COruickshank said he got a copy of the Vancocuver Sun
with piletures of Jupanese working in the Sound.
Mr. Turgeon produced = elipping of an editorizl fronm
the Vancouver Sun dated July 15th blaming the Federal Govoernmont
at Ottawa and not tho B.C.5.C. for the fact thet thers were still
many Jupanese in Vancouver in the vulnorable arseas,
Mr. Mitchell said that in upite of all that wao otated
in the Press and elsewhere, Lo felt that a vyery good job lLiad been

done.

Ur. Haockonzie seid "I think you have done a good job".

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-1-32-16-1
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Mr, O0'Heill gsaid that the newopapors apparontly belicved

that the Governmont had not dono m good Job.

Mr. Mitelell referred to the delay in getting the large

tents for the accommodation of the Japanese in the interior of I.C.

Once all the tenta wero secured family units would be trancplantod

to the new area. (Kauslo, Greonwood, Slocan City, zad Sandomn).

Mr, O0'Neill cpoke of the Blueo River aroa and strikeus

by Japaness nationals thera.

with respeot to the Japansase located between Cloanous and Rovel. tol

IIe romarked that the oituation

waa all right. The report that the peocple in the DBlus Hivar uvoa

wanted the Japaneuse romoved was not correct. Thoy wanted tlem

to remein but under nore adeguate polico control.

Mr., Hagllamara seid that while

tlisre had bean strikon

in the Blue- River ocamps nom had occurred since the announcouont

waad made that Japamese mon and women would be rounited. The

cause of the ptrikes wau the fact that the men were aeparatoed

from their wives and familiea.

dowaver, the domand wau that they

should be nmoved from the Blue Hiver bocause it was Tolt tlhiat

their prosence there was o danger to the rullway sysleni.

Ur. Turgeoon wvoiced an objection to moving the Japunece

families into Ceriboo. This seetion was fest becoming a dofence

erea. In Lillocet there wore
right of way. IIf Cariboo waa
River 1t meant that the worot
Hr, Greon said "Youo,
Ur. Hackenzlie agreed

the worot elements.

Japanese
uged for
elenento
end thoy

with Ur,

controlling the P.G.E.

the Japaneve from Blue
would be imn there.

aro all Japanese natfonuls".

Turgeon that they woro

Mr., MacgNemara said thet the suggostion had been uado

by the 5.C.35.C. that a thousand Japanese be put nlong the Cariboo

highway. That suggestion had not beon gpproved.

Source: Nikkei MNational Museurn, 20138-16-1-32-16-2
il Nikkeimuseum.org
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Mr, Kackenzie suggested the dabolition of the B.C.5.C.
and that there would be an improvement if Mr. MeclNamara wes sent
to B.C., to handlo it.

Mr. MacInnis suggested that the Japanese inm Vancouver
mainly were wonon and childrem and that they werse mot o fuctor Lo
be feared.

Mr. O0'Neill said "The women are the dangorous omes”.

Ur, Uacllamara said in addition to getting 1,000 tonts,
emall houses were being orected at a cost of $300 cach. Juscnsoe
families which had not boou moved from the towna to farms by
autumn would bo moved into these houses.

Mr, Uaclnnis asked if fruit growors in the Frauser Valley
had requested the sorvicos of the Japanese.

Mr. Mackenzie said he understood about 1,000 Japaneao
had been asked for but there had been strong objections.

Hr. Stirling seid ¢ small number of Japanose Lad been
requested Tor tho other ond of the Qakunogen Valley 1f under
military supervision.

Mr. MacInnia caid it all came down to the fazet tiiat all
Japanese had to be intorned or the people had to cooperate with
the Govoernment in a sclution to the probleu.

Mr. Mitchell said he questicned the wisdom , taking the
long point of view, of putting the Japanese in other provinces
than B.C.

Hr. Gardiner expresoscd the fear that if the Japanoas
were allowed to get into the vegetable growing ocountry ercund
Windsor that there would be nothing bLut Japanease in that arca in
tho next twenty-Iive yoars.

Mr. Oruickshank asked why the Japaneaso should be lelt in
B.C.

Mr, Gardiner suggested that they were ellowed into B.C.

nany yeara ago and welcomed thero aa cheap labour.

Sour_c_g: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-1-32-16-3
whanad Nikkeimuseum.org
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Mr. Stirling donied thias. Ho said the Japanese had sturted

to come to Caneda when the Japanose Government had changed its

T — I ——— -

policy and permitted them to leave their country.

Mr, Gardiner said if it wes deaired to sot away from all
problems in tho matter, then the only thing weo to interm all iic
Japaneoo.

Mr. 0'lHeill ocaid he had recoived a wire (the same wire
that was received by lr. Mitchell) from Revelstoke urging that
the Japanese working botween Sicanous and Revelstoke ushould not
be noved away. e feared that 17 :hn-Iupunaﬂa wore moved fronm
the Blue River area and the Japanese betweon Sicamous and Revelstola
learned that this had taken place bocausoe the otiers had gono on
strike demanding that they be rounifed with thoir families, then
they could expect that the Japanese betwoen Sicamous and Revelotoke
would want to bo movod.

Hr, Greon thought a good way to handle the problem would
be to build o town solely for the Japaneoe, the same ms Leus boeen
done in United States. He thought this would be an improvoment
over having several places filled with Japanocse. e suggested
that there wore nany Japanese in Vancouvoer whose past livelilkood
haud been through dry-cleacning establishments. These men could not
be put in the roed camps to do the hard work therec.

Mr. Maclamara pointed out that there were Japoanmese in Iour
formerly asbandoned towns LOW.

Another sugpgestion by Mr. Green was that a town site be
erectod in Wainwright Park, Alberta, and all the Japansse in
Vanzouver cleared cut and put there.

Mr. Hitchell sgaid he did not think the Canadian poople would
stand for tiie construoction of a townm solely lor Japansse. Thoy
would not approve of the coat of aservieing such a town. It would
mean Laving a plecoe as big as Brantford. He repaated that tlie

B.C.3,C. had done a good job undowr diTficult circunstonces.

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-1-32-16-4
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Ur., Noill seid all tho trouble could bo o tilod by

!

¥

aonouncing that whon tho war is ovar oll tho Jopanese in Cancda

would bo sont back to Japan.
Uz, Hookonzie said "Yes, I think all should o back 17

wo win tho war.”
Mp, Otirling aakod i Cancdian otionala would be included.

Hr, Hackenzie zoplied ia tho affiruativa.
ocub
Hr, Mitcholl hold,.for handling the matter in tho Dost and
most deoent way. Ile thought thero would be trouble 11 tho
Japaneso wero conceuntratod im ono large placo.
hll
U-. Cardiner asked why A Japaneso should Yo novod oul or

Vancouver.
Ur. Uackonzie ropliocd to this that thoro was dangex o

sabotage. Vanoouver tcday 1le¢ on the front line, Lo o:,ru_uudf

|
the view "I think woe will hLave %o intorn thom before wo ar'o (

through®.
— L
Hr. Cruickshank said tlhe Japenese "are running us iastoad

of us running them".
Po Ur. Cruickclank's ¢riticiom of the B.C.2.C. and Liz
demand that the Commission bs firod, Mr. Hiteholl oaic "¥o uTO

not going to do that".

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-1-32-16-5
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(COFY) -
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR OF SOLDIER SETTLELENT
0t teawa, Canada
September 8, 1942

Memorandum =
Mr, Crerar

Japanese Lands

Pursuant to the authority contained in Order in
Counecil P.C, 5523 dated June 29th last, an inspection &and
appraisement has heen made of the Japanese held lands in
the defence area of the province of British Columbia, with
the exception of certain urban and other properties whieh
will be briefly referred to in a separate memorandum,

Detailed examination and appraisement has been
made of 939 properties and appropriate reports made on each
of them, I attach hereto a summary which places the present
day value at $1,059,419.84,

Considering the faet that the 939 properties con-
tain an gverage of only 13,9 acres each and an average of
only 5.5 scres cleared, it might seem at first glence that
the waluation for land only of 3472 per unit, or approxi-
mately 333 per acre, is high, but having regard to the type
of operations for which these lands are adapted and their
location as to market, c¢limate, and land scarcity, the

;ﬁk'figurcs for land are in my opinion conservative.

The replacement value of the buildings totals out
to $871,680, which is practically double the aggregate value
of the lands alone, OQur appraisers have allowed approxi-

mately 70% of the aggregate velue of the puildings as value

The appraisement of these properties represents
expert opinion 2g to their value at the present time, t
oes not necessarily represent velues at whieh some of
Sroperties might sell for speculative purposes in the ne
future, nor can it be stated that these properties will
realizs our appraised values some time hence because there

are very derinite problems of deterioratlon in the value
~7 imnrovements and in the state of cultivation and develop-
~ent s¥isting at the time the appraisements were made;
.efersnce nead only be made to gresnhouses (with an aggre-
ate of 450,216 square feet of zlass ), poultry houscs with
iccommodation for 191,101 laying birds, and the 1,843 acres
1=ed in the production of specialized crops which require
he nonstant care of large numbers of skilled and unskilled
Labour working for wages which cannot hope to compete with

wage rates prevailing in war industries,

7|

m| e

the

r

Of the total of 1,848 acres used for the produc-
tion of small fruits, rhubarb, asparagus, hops, approximately
507 is in strawberry plentations and judging by the manner
in which these strawberry plantations have been operated
this year, the probable dearth of experienced growers in the
future, and the basic weakness of having such plantations
operated on & tenancy basis, it does not seem unlikely that

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-1-32-17-2
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The situation with regard to greenhouses, while
not involving the investment or potential tonnage ol stiraw-
berry and other small fruit production, appears to be even
more acute, and it seems doubtful at the moment if thesze
greenhouses will operate at all during the coming winter.
The absence of expert labour and the cost of fuel appear to
be the maln deterrents to profitable operation, and of
gourse it goes without =aying that if these large green-
houses are left idle deterioriation will be very rapid.

Yith regard to the units equipped for poultry
farming, it is worth noting that in the municipality of
Delta which fronts on the south bank of the Fraser Hiver i
and Gulf of Georgia there is accommodation for &5,000 laying
birds. It appears to our inspectors that approximately
one~half of these poultry houses have been erected during
the past year or two, and many of them have never had a bird
in them, One wonders where the Japanese got the money Iorf

7 this new construction at a time when the averasge white man *
¥  was having pretty tough sledding in the poultry business., / 3

ﬁi}{) Located as they are in relation to the Fraser River, there

F}' may be some justifiable suspicion that these bulldings

Pﬁ”;;g- were not erected without an eye to their use for purposes
i/! other than poultry.

The administration of these lands is not goinz to
be a simple matter by any means and I am quite frankly of
the opinion that if an attempt is made to have them operated
on & tenaney basis from year to year for an indefinite period
wﬁgthere will be cuite & wide variety of claims to be settlsd

if, as and when the Jepanese people ars permitted Io return

to their properties, L1t seems to me, therefore, that in
Simply justice and equity to the owners who have Dbeen
obliged to leave their lands for an indefinite period, con-
sideration should be given to compensation on the basis of
galues established by appraisement, and that
the disposition of the propertisas with an agsmty
fpowered Lo aaminister them with the objective of fhell
Sele to 2poDroved persons 8< soon as possible, under best
Terms possible., Ln making this suggestion I am not unmind-
ful that there is an annual tex bill of $40,190,83 assessed
cgainst these properties by the local authorities.

I shall be glad to discuss these matters with
you at your convenience if you so desire,

{3igned) G. lurchison

Director.

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-1-32-17-3
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QOFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR OF SOLDIER SETTLEMENT
Ottawa, Canada

September 8, 1942

Memorandum =
r, Crerar

, Japanese Lands

In my special report to you of today's date
covering Japanese lands in the defence area of British
Columbia I stated that the appraisement did not cover
certain urben and other lands. I may say that these pro-
perties consist of 77 lots in the town of Steveston oceccu-
pied by certain business properties and many houses of very
poor type, which lie between the main street of Steveston
and the dyke on the main chamnel of the Fraser River.

These properties carry an assessment of approximately
$160,000 and annual taxes amount to $2,270,

. In the willage of Duncan on Vancouver Island there
are 34 parcels of land held by Japanese, with an assessment
of $11,305, and annual taxation of $267.

In the village of Port Moody the Japanese hold
about 12 town lots on which there have been a total of &
houses erected,

In the municipality of Burnaby there are also a
number of lots held in the name of Japanese.

On Vancouver Island we have obtailned the follow-
ing particulars of timber propositions operated by Japanese
interests:

District Acres Taxes

N.S. lMcNeil Trading Co. Ltd., Comox 25,195 $5,907,23
e¢/o the Office of the Custo-  Rupert
dian, Vancouver, B.C.

Kagetsu, Eikichil Comox 3,890 474,58
Fanny Bay, B.C. Newcastle
Decep Bay Logging Co., Newcastle 1,859 215,73

Fanny Bay, B.C.

Royston Lumber Co, Ltd,, Comox 5,415 3,648,90
Royaton, B.C.

Cemercon Lake Logeging Co., Nanaimo 4,405 1,444,585

744 W. Hastings St. (Parka- Cameron
ville} Vancouver, B.C,

(Signed) G, Murchison

Director

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-1-32-17-4
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AFFIGE OF
THE DIRECTOR OF SOLDIER SETTLEMEMNT
OTTAWA, CAMADS

Sapteabsr 16, 1542,
temorandum =
e Crorar.

Japanese lands,.

Iz his letter of the ldth instant your colleazus, the Lonouinble
ITe Maciténzle, Minlst.r of rensions and [atlonal liealth, expresses agrsons
the substancee of ay report to you of the 8Lth, but su:cesgts that I micut bodt
conf'idential conient as to the sultability of these lands frog a Soldier Zottloe
cent standpoint - meaning, of course, thelr use undor the provisions of the new
Veterans' Land Act.

At the present time there 1s no one in sddition to yoursely who
cas speak authoritatively so far as operations under the Vetoerena' land fet ove
concernad, and I can only advise you in my cznaecity as Director of Soldiex
Sett lBJuﬁu that 1%t is my opinlon therc nre 336 pesrgels conaidered sultasle for
purely lopd settlement; 214 guitable as hous sites for industrial warkers; and
B2 | sai. able for usg in comnegtion with cun;c“cial fighinz establizghmenta., In
otier words, a] sroximatoely 605 of the 932 pareels exazined would uziqu to oerit
serious con bidvra*iu"iraq the 8 standpoini bJ*-autud by your celleaue. Thoss
not dee ed suitable include those where the present day value is well bayuzd
the finavelal ceilings in the Vetaerana' Land Act and certain hishly speeialized
enterprises wubich are distinetly hazardous in the hands of anyons not an expert
in specialized operations,

Zut even assuming thaet eporoximately S72 of tiese proporbles coull
svent.ially be used Zor veleran land settlement, there is little prospect btl.at
such estublisuments could take place at an early date. Many of thase placos
require the erection of suliable kones or substantial repaira or alteratic.s zo
existing bulldinzs, and with the wer in its present staze I quite ;.r'm_..q fail
0 g6 Low iils could be gonsistently dome. It seeas to me that if the _._:u';,..w,
of the Vete:t.s"' Land Act acquired these properties it would be 1:!'.;:3.'1.; for wue
purpose of holding them for future use. This would entall cartain adminisivetive
costs, imelulin: taxes, which would prnh- Lly be talen into account ia arrivic
at toe price which should be pald for them, because the cost price under cariain
conditions ia pzssed on to the veteran setiler,

“ I an :.r:u"a'.rim.m from my elose association with this problem avg
[| study of raeceived that the most elsan cut and equitable arran @ 2 t
I 30 far as th ;anese evacuess are concerned mmli.. be acqu i_ai Tion of title by
| tee ja.ﬁnin':'.mﬁiuias fL on a on **m ‘EELET """" Lo appraisencct just oo pleted
and tas dap: with the ﬂffigial Custodian iz orias
for e Japanpose ;h_,r GEhRY SoBte OF 1::5:.95 would then beco e & ~avLer
of Jominion r_-.u-*_cer...
Al of w L,,J‘; suzmests to me that the declision which may be .izde
by v wversmant with resurd to Japeanese lan o should not be influenced very mueh
;8 *-.._di‘iv; or oL. .rui.;a of thege land is for pogt=ualr g ettlement of Cnnal.s
ste: . @ but on much wider guestions co-cernins the pmhlic iqtema. in rel. E_':.
WO . Lf :—.-..uc.r. -

| Director.

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-1-32-17-5
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Function and
Constitution
of the Consul-
tative Couneil

The Delegates of
the Consultative
Counecil appear

as representotive

CARLETON 8T, ©. LAY

NORMAM F. BLACK, WA, D EAED

MEMORANDUM OF REPRESENTATIONS MADE TO
HIS WORSHIF THE MAYOR
and
VANCOUVER CITY COUNCIL.,

Wednesday, September 9, 1942

While everyone recognizes that in time of war some of the peacetime
rights and liberties of Canadien oitlizens must necesgarily be cur-
telled or suspended, it remains one of the duties of the good oltizen
to protect these rights and liberties from undue invasion or permanent
cancellotion. Consequently the Consultative Council, of which we ere
delegates, was organized to provide for co=opérative study of wartime
problems of Cenadian citizenship. That Counecil consists of represen-
tatives chosen by or ocoopted from numerous organizations likely to
have special interest in citizenship and problems relating thereto.
The "wartime problems of Canadian eitizenship" which in recent months
have engrossed most of the attention of the Consultative Council are
those relative to Canadian residents of Jepanese origin,

Though meny members of the Consultative Council hove intimate friends
in the Japanese community, it is not as thoir spokesmen or champions
that we appear before you. We are here because we believe that
certaln policies, the approval of which by this City Council is

citizens concerned being urged in somo quarters, ore contrary to the interosts and

for the welfere &
honor of Canade

Let us not go to
the enemy for
precedents and
leadership

. Should be no roam
in Canada for
fascist racial
doctrines

honour of Canada and subversive of rights inherent in Canadian
citlzenship., We refer especially to proposals for the wholesale
compulsory evacuation to Japan of Canadian citizens of Japanese

ancestry.

It is now all but universelly recognized that we are engeged in a
war of ideologies. In so far as we allow ourselves to be governed
by the ethics of the enemy rather than by those traditional to us
a8 British people, vo are gdopting the ideology which we have taken
up arms to destroy. To commit ourselves to policies embodying the
charncteristio evil fentures of fascism and Nezism would be o
spirituel surrender invelving shameful and ruinous 0ONSeqUEnCo s,
"l protest against the proposed exile of Canadian citizens because
we believe it based upon the characteristic Nazi concept of race,
which, we submit, is contrary to British tradition and to the facts
of science and experience,

Wezism rests upon blatant exaltation of reacial arrogance and animo-
sities, the development of which would be fatal to the British
Empire., In that Empire people of the Vhite race (so-called)
constitute o numericelly very small minority cnd policies of violent
exolusion and expulsion directed against residents of another
colour, or blood, would be likely to have daongerous reactioms in
other ports of the Empire,
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Expul sion would

. oomplicate re-
lotions with
golored raoaces
within the
Empire

Punishment excopt
for breach of law
is un-British

Expulsion would
camplicate the
moking of durable
pence.

Proposed poliey
would undermine
the economioe
prosperlty of
Vonoouver.

Proposed poliey
would wiolate
the Christian
consolence and
the ethical
prineiples of
mEny non-
Christiens.

& Do

The Canedisn residents of Japanese origin constitute only approximately
one fifth of one percent of the population of the Dominion, end these
who are Canadian citizens by birth or naturalization one per thousand
of the people of this country. If they are wisely dispersed, so as
not to constitute a bloe of serious size in any province, and if they
are allowed and encouraged, verhaps required, to engage in an indef-
inite variety of ordinery occupations, like other citizens, they will
conse to provide a problem beyond the wit of the Canadian psople to
solve. Cepacity for good eitizenship does not depend upon ccmplexion.

It is a basio principle of British institutions that no man shall be
dispossessed of his property or otherwise subjected to public punish-
ment and humiliation unless convicted of an offense against the laws
of the land. The Prime Minister of Canada, the officers of the Royal
Cansdian Mounted Police and many other officisl representatives of
the Canadien people have been et pains to make clear that agoinst the
overwhelming majority of the Canadion residents of Japanese origin no
charge of disloyalty or other criminal cctivity exists, but we are
nevertheless being urged to treat them all as public enemies.

We belisve that the proposed policy of expulsion would seriously
complicate the problem of reconstructing and maintaining a peaceful
world when the war is over. Indeed we are oonvinced that the policy
which Vancouver City Council is now comsidering would be a further
contribution toward the most terrifying danger that has ever
threatened humanity, nemely, the aligmnment of nations on the basis
of colour. The military implications of another world war ensuing
from suoh an alignment of the peoples are too dreadful to be oontem-
plated with equanimity.

To force back into Japan thousands of people who would nurse in their
hearts o justifiable entipathy to the country that had treated them
with such indignity would be to create centres of irremedinble dis-
affection to all things Cansdian., Thet this would have o disastrous
effect on trade relations, upon which the prosperity of Vencouvor 3o
lnrgely depends, is not open to question.

Certainly thiz is not the time for cruoial decisions invelving
violent clash of opinion and relative to oonditions and events
belonging to comparatively distant future. Let us not cross our
bridges prematurely., Policles relative to repatriation will be
matters for oo-operative study by great international sonferences to
which the problems of racial end national minoritiss will no doubt
be entrusted by the Free Nations.

Many other reasons could be raised in opposition to the proposed
policy of indiscriminate exile but we must content ourselves with
only one further basis of protest. Ve fesl that the expulsion of
thousands of Cenadian citizens would be a viclation of the basic
prinoiples of the Christian religion and of the ethies of a multitude
of good citizens who are not identified with any organized Chriastien
body. Let the authorities go very slowly end be very sure of thelr
ground before committing themselves to action that so many of the not
least thoughtful mombers of the citizen body will feel to be shemeful
and wicked beyond defense.

Ve can cnorosch upon your time for nothing but the briefest reference
to the arguments cmbodied in the proamble of the resolution that is
under advisement. "The constant irritation" which the resolution
imputes to tho presence of persons of Japanese race prior to the wor
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certainly did not involve the whole population end was quite as much the fault
of the Whites es of the Jepanese; and it is undeniabls that many Japancse -
Conedicns enjoycd the goodwill end respect of lerge pircles of occidental friends
cnd neighbors.

In recent decodes very groot nrogress hes been made in rssimiletion of Coancdaln
outlook ond modos of 1life, ospeeinlly on the part of second gonerotion citigens

of Jepancse stock., The suggestion that the economic welfcre of Coneda would

bo bettered by tic expulsion of & few thouscnd industrious cnd law-oblding workers
socms to us absurd. Finrlly, the assumption thnt we cre going to porpetucte in
times of pecce the unrecsoning cnimosities jncidentel to tho stroin of wortime
conditions cnd ovents ill-befits the sons and deaughters of & nation that has
justly prided itself on its traditional megnanimity toward former foes.

We have thus candidly expressed our solemn convictlons in the belief that the
members of this honovrable body will approve candor in & great publie emergency
and that the views which we heve presented are shared by a section of the citizen
body thet is very large though not ordinarily as audible as some others.

For the foregoing end other reasons we respectfully petition the Mayor and
Couneil of the City of Vancouver to withdraw the Resolution that has occesioned
this protest, and to consider the substitution of a regolution requesting the
Federal authorities (1) to lay and implement plans for the dispersion throughout
Cenoda of residents of Joponese origin; end (2) to provide for the compulsory

. post-wer ropatrietion of eny Canadian residents of Jepanese nationality who may
have manifested disloyalty to Canedian institutions, and the voluntary transfer
to Jepan of such other Japaness Cenadicns as may desire it at the close of the
Wor,
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il Nikkeimuseum.org



s N mM,K bl ag Jo-25(e),
f MIMOR WHTUM Getober loth, 194,
T0: Y¥N. G, W. LeFHERION ’
' FRCV :MR. Ko W, WRIGHT

T Ty o
RC‘I': J.'E‘::.'.T. BOTA

Notices have beon received from various Departionis
of the City of Vancouver relative to the condition of propertics
cvmeod by Japanese intornces and evacuocs. In tho majority of
such cagses we have little or mo money, and in order to have

Tirst-hand informution Messrs. Shears, Milsom, Measenger and Llo

-

-
r

o

)
e
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r visited several places yesterday afternoon as Tollows:
3

1910 Durrard Strcet: 4 large frame apertmont on a lot approxinate-

1y 150 ft, by 100 ft, = wiell located.

Xotice was rocelved froam the City Eleetriclan as fellous:
»T wish to draw your attention to my letter dated Leptenmber Ziul,
1342, re the defective elecirioal wiring in the abovo-mentloned
building, and whieh to date has not recelved attentlon. You are

e e

hercby notified that unless the reguired applicetion for a pe.....

i

is filed in this office, and the work Installed to the sabiasl :tic..

ahall immediately teke iolice Court proceedings agalmst you oo pro-

vided for in the Hy=-law,"

mhis property is owned by a man in Japan and anothor

Japaness whose whoreabouts sre unknovn. The nel recolpls Irca
Yay, 1942, to Souptember, 194Z amounted to 8820475, A general ostlimilo
of the probable cost rurnished by the Canudlan Credit lents Trusi
sasoeistion Limited rances from between 5500.00 to $1,200,00. As
sueh Tigures were not satisfactory, I asked Hr. Valker, lana er ol
TemLoston's, to recommend an electrical contractor and im accord
itk nls adviee will got an estimate from Lucas Electric Compuny.
“vilcontly they are reasonable in their charges and reliable. o
sro vrying to keep closer tubs on all such work instead of leaving

... matbers in the hands of agents. I anticipate no difficuli;
‘r rsivine ot an expenditure im keoping with our eredit balance
sboL will meet the reguirexments of the City.

o, 1852 .nd H0.l658 YWeat 2nd Avonue., This place 1a doarded up
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fron Lop to Dottom and was opened wilh some Gifficulty. H;. 165
iz boen rented Ly lemberton Healty Corporation and No., 1858 is
vacant. & rear roor is socurely fustoned and we are adviged
that groceries are stored thero valued at §3,000.00. These roods
are ownod by en gvacuee znd Tollowinz examination will be sold,

6 arc ot lsast 40 rooms in thia tuilding an? we used thres

searchlichts while poins through but could not find a bath., SJome

o

aougoment wae provided in the course of thils inspection vhen 4he

|
o
£
|

rod tencnt of Mo, 1652, busily engaced rollings a olgarette, wszied

0 &cep his wife in nind whon the Job of cleaning up next door

i

was deelded upone. Somo men are still thoughtful of their wives.

ne bullding at the rear has been condemned and will be demolished,

H0s 1CGY oot Znd /Avonue hus been condeomnod. Thore are elzht

suites and us a matter of iatorest whon you visit the area,kindly

notlce our usual trespass sign and beside it the poster placed

o

oy the Clty condemning the promises.

Geveral othier bulldings on this street believed to be owned by
Jupanease huve been bourded up,.

0. S04 TiTEh Avonue Jeat. Ve next visited this addrescs in

responso to o letter from the Chief Zenitary Inspoctor as follel o:

"lho sbove premisos hove been inspected br the Distriet Insncclan

anl found to be badly infested with cockroscches.

i1l you have the ncceosary order given to clean up this conditlor.”
salg matter 1s Yelng attenied ta,

%

240 .cab Oth Avenue. Will you be zood enough to look at 3243 est

Jth avenue, just aocross the street from 334. A fire ococcurred
tigre & osouple of weoks aro and we have settled the damiige &t

300,20, UnfTortunately, the firenen arrived too soon and the

h 8

tulldineg to the Zast ressins standines uatoucheod by fire and

srnserseds Touwr atveatlon is dravn to numberous indusirics in
thiz locality us 1t is our intention to advertise this broperty
for sule. we have an idea that Binghun and iHobbs Equipment

Coapany next door ooy be intercsted.
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160 “est 4th Avcnuo - the Meura Loundry. This was the next port

of esll, TYou gre owaro of the aifriculties which we have met in
+hig case duec to lack of co-ocperation on the part of rs. Okura.
| che has carried on the pbusiness, including the operation of &
laundry depct on Towaell Streot. Ve had a Chinaman sinterested
and he nade en excellent offer, but we could not guarantoe
poaceable possession. Tho wife of our internce and two prown=-up
daughters were dotornincd to caerry ou pending evacuation and the
poliey of protectlion was applied to the Chinaman and local war
averted by calling off the deal. Miss Okura informed us that
they had not received notice of gvacuation but on checking
with R.C.M.F. today we find written orders wore delivered
geveral days GC0, requiring thom to leave on the £5rd instont.
The Oluras live in a house just arcund the corner from
the loundry at-Ho. 1954 Colurbia Street and this will be ronted.

Thore are arrears of taxes on all these places.

711 Keefer Streoet was our noxt ztop, and there {3 a cleaning and

preasing plent at the rear and a stora ipn front., Some of tze
roons behind the store are now occupied by a tenent who took
possesslon & couple of woeks &[0 ohe present occupant pleaded
with us for immediato possession rocerdless of the cordition

of the bullding, for the reason that his worldly coods and his

family wore all packed and parked on & truck with no shelter

in aight end 1t was nearly six p.d. This man works in a ghipyard

and is doing minor repairs hinself. fle pald us three montha! rent
ir advance in order to get this place. iIf you have time to

wall down the lane, you will find proof that one hell of the world
doos not know how the other half livose.

wa drove from Kcefer atrect to Fowoll gtreet and 1T you

ro there you might read the sipns posted bY the B.C. Socurity
cersaisolon thet all Japancse were required to register before
10 s.me yesterday. The rReristretion Durecu wes doinpg a thriving
business when we calleod and it was noarly Tive pems I do not
feel that there is any need to dotail thoe arranpements mado on

souell Streect in regard to pumerous roomlng houses otCe, 85 YOU

Source: Nikkei National Museum, 2018-16-1-32-19-3
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ure faniliar with a number of cases, lie are meking some pregres
with our problem there, and the City acknowledges that we are dolng
the best that may beo expooted under the cirouzstances.

I spent more than an hour with ir. Jaek ‘ialker, danager
o Pemberton lieslty Corporation, this alfternoon and we discussed many
real cstete problems. Lir, Walker is rocognized as one of the best
recl estzte men in Vancouver, and we have had tho bensefit of his
advioc freoguontly. This is pointed out in nrdur that you may know
that we avold snap decisions except in cases ar anergency.

A meeting was held this morning in my office with [r.
Reid of the Uunieipal Building Department and iy, Rogers of the

lunieipal Health Departnment. I quote ir. deld: "¥e sympathize

with vou., You have & collection of sub-standard buildin

and the Government has no idea of the condition that these are in.

we do not wiah to add to ynur problens and are willing to co-operate,

but remember Coroners! Juries gre embarrassing.t

An arrengement has been rade whereby all applicahis
for leases on guestionable properties will be sent by us to
the City Hall in order that they may ascertain the requirsients
as to improvements. The propertics will be ronted "as is" on
terms that tenants meet the City's demands regarding installation
of baths eto. We wlll protect ourselves a&s to lechanics! Licns

b

e

having depogsited with us an amount suflficient to cover the
expenditure.

Accounts will be paid and payments gredlted to rent, and we hope
in this way to at least meet the carrying charges,

On the subjeot of Baths, may I remind you that we have

pluces on Powell Street end in other districts coutaining es high
as 40 to 50 rooms without a bath of any desoription. The dap
nad three ~ublie daths on Powell Street and they gathered their

L)

femilies and nelghbors togother and mixed bathing wes the order
of thoe day, with no thought of privacy. Thece placcs were zossip
contros and is the answer to the question as to how tuey lived 1n
cunrested quarters without thought of the convenlience recognized

. an abaolute nocessity by the white man,
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Casos will arise with oaly one course open, namoely to
da—=slish tho buildines, Ordera will be oboyod and apnlleatlon
rodn ‘n each case for roeduced assessment, It i= posalble to
arrange with contractors to do thia work in roturn for the
| snltece and on more than one ococasion, we have romoved plumbing
unita and fixtures prior to the gontractor taking over, Our work

wan rade easier in a recent case when wo found that alroady

trgsnassers had loosened tho fittines, and by taklng them out

arcund 5 o'olock in the evoalng the plans of tho trospassars
wera uppot. Tholr prosran probably called for removal around
rdédnipght.

wa plan to forward coples of all notlicos recoived
from the city to internces and evacuces, a8 they may be in a
soaitiosn to provide funds from sources unkaown to us. If
they fall eﬁﬁ funds here are iasufficlent, there will be no
ground for complaint, Termit me to assure you that we aro
dsing overything possible to avold future criticlsm from the

Ccity, the Jep owner aad the men on the sirest,

K. e "RICGHT

T

T 3 e
+ s Shopro,
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CANADA

MINISTER
or

MINES AND RESOURCES

Ot tawan,
December lLith, 1942

iy dear Ian,

The enclosed is a copy of a letter I have written to
Norman licLarty relating to the disposition of Japanese property
on the Pacific Coast. It will explain itself,

Yours sincerely,

| L rrrs—

Ll

=

The Fonourable Ian A. lackenzie, K.C,,VM.P,,
Winister of Penslones and Mationel llealth,

- 4 o oy
F awa
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OITAZA, November 30, 13942,

The Homourable Norman \elarty,
Seerotary of State,
OTTAY As

iy dear Colleazue,-

Ineluded with the persons of the Japanese ruce evacuated from the defence
area of tue irovinee of Hritish Columbia were tie owuner gccupants of 939 small fara
properties,practically sil of which are located in V.e lower Freser Valley. [hese
properties, in adiition to their use a® homnes or working hesdjuarters .f the Japanase
families, were used mainly in the production of small rfruits - strawberries, raqp-
berriee, and other csne fruits; asparegus; early rhubarb; hope; cucumbers; hotioise
tom=zioes; and poultry, There are 19 of tiese propertlies equipped with grecnhouses
bhaving a total of 450,216 sj, ft, of glass, aad oiher projerties s ul. ped with
housin: acecomwodation for approximately 190,000 lsyins birds.

ine evacusation of tiese Japanese people zuve rise to a variety ¢f problems
in the care and adainistration of their propertiecs, such as the ehortage of effieient
labour and the serious decline in the volume production of soft fruiis, with sitendant
difficulties from the standpoiat of tae berry industry as a whole, [he posiiion of
tae Official Custodian ir & . is matter was ocne of great difficulty besca.se no aetion
enuld be taken by him until the Japanese concerned were aotually moved out of the
defonce area, You will also reeall that t.ec movement of Lhese people extended over
a econsideradble period of time, and I underst«nd was not completed uniil juite recently.

In order to safsguard againat sbuses durin: t:e period of evacuation, und in
srder ¢ at the Governsent mizbt aseertain the number “nd p.esent valuese of Lh+ properties
concerned, Order in Council 5523 was passed on June 29th laet, under which the Direector
of Joldler Setilessnt was placed in control of Lis 8s.e, leese, or other disposition
of those lands, end was suthorized to carry 'ut an a praisal of thea.

'he app.aisal of the lands wae reported Lo me on ‘eptember 8th by GCordon
Murenlson, NMrector of _oldler Jettlement, whose officers placed an agarezate value
of $1,099,419 on the 939 properties, the identity o7 which he was sble 0 establish as
bein: owned dy Japanese, 'here may be several addiiional properties where uctual
ownershipy is somewhat obscure, lowever, the importanit fact ls thai the value of these
properties at the time the Japanese were evacuated hus see. reported on., In Mureblsca's
opinion the values placed are gonservative, heving regerd to tne Sype of sgriculture
for waich they are adapied, t'wir loestion as to marget and climate, and ‘nhe leenl
land scareity. “ince tie enactaent of tue above Urder ¢ ore nave been only two appli-
cations for the sale of lazd submitted to tue Uircetor for approval, one of wileh was
declined, It can be said, therefore, that the Order in Council very definitely checxed
aay local tendency there m:y have been toward exploit.n: the elrecumataness uadsr whieh

these Japanese people were placed,
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Ihe situation #ith regard to leasin: bhese Jayauese  roparties tas jresented
some A8 figulties urd cas ziven riss to local oriticlas, but the amsin diffieulty
relates to a state of affairs whleb origineted before the Ufrlelal Cuatodian or the
Direetor of Soldler Setilenent were vested with any suilho.iiy la iae aatter, .8 1
understand 18, the Official Custodisn hal no powers Lo act unlll = Japanese persom hed
been setuslly moved cut of tue defenoe erea, and the aut2ority of ihe Jlrsetor of
soldler Settiomsnt dates oaly & roa Jusoe 29th lasts ‘he follosin: e sn outline of the

situavion I refer %teo:

jome £24 of these Jepmnestlarwers are waters of a co-operative maerceting and
shippin: agenay kuown @8 the Jesifie Co=gperative Ualon, whose eentral warch.uee la
loceted at lssion City. ihe majority of the share capi.al of this co=pperative is
owned by these Japanese farsers, and uader the teras of thelr aswvership agrewsent with
the so=operative there is o ¢lause by wileh they are bound %o deliver their total
product to the co=operative, IV appears that lamedlulely follewling the degision to
evecuate the Japanese, the mamasesent of tie .Jwgific ‘o=orevative Unlom « by arcange=
sent with 1t8 Japsnege shareholders - took La ediate ac'ion to rent Jepeese owned rarse
to whiite people under rvather novel teras, as foliows: . he co-oporative Dorrowed funds
from the bank and after arrivizz at the rental eonslderation ia smeh case Loe Japanese
owner wes ;uid sssehalf ihbe pestal eonsiderntion L. ocash » 4 & postedated ghesue for
the dalange, Ia turn, the toassts gave the Jaciflic Cow-operaiive Vnlen proalssory notes
for the total asount o=d these notes were endoursed by the Jupan #e owners, .he rental
azrescents contalned a glause obligating tae tenant to deliver all his 1342 sad 1943
produet o the smgific Cceoperative Unioa. (I ucderstecd mest 40 mot all Wiese leaves
were for o two-year period.) Deesuse of the imexperience ol scse of ithese Lssants, of
pocause of =00 alsrepresesiation or maisunderstandlng a0 1o sebial agrea;es Lo pio=
ductive ¢ 0;5, 0 bacause o the uafortunste climaile condivions wiles ccourred during
sie orucial rowlas ad wrieting period, coansidern le dlssatisfactilon reaulted snmong

the Lemnte,.

I az sdvised tiat tie Officlel Custodlan has placed a supurvigor in sierge of
the Cu-opeietive Uniom sad bas investigated its financial affeirs, There ure said o
ve curreat liadilizles of (173,000, cousistliug in part of oulstanding ehajuas Tor
$72,000 (of wuleh 334,000 is payeble 10 ovacuated Jupanese), an overdralt of 117,000
@t the Csnailaen BDank of Cosmeres, and deaand lonss of (34,000 witn ihe sane banke 1he
asgets sre stated to Le wrth §£10,000 if the ieeific Cowoperative Unlon can collect
the soney owiny o it. Obviously, the finanelal affelrs of Lhis go=gporative a; ear
to be shaky, asd according to all tie advice I have received i a p ars doudbtful 1f
tae produetios of woft frulte by temants of Lhese Jajasess lsnds will reach s volume
that will place and keep the eo=operative ¢n o sound finunclel basis, ihe indicutious
are that bot: the furms asd tle ocowoperative are zoln: tu deteriorate in velue,

vhe Direetor of “aldisr Settleseat, acting under Order in Council 523,
tokes the otand (and I think quite properly) t at wille he has no autliorisy over lesse
agreemsnts suterod lato prior to ihe date of tie Order (June Z9ih, 1942) he deailnes
to approve aay new leases on lands in which the iwoifle Co-opsrative 'nlom or eany other
marcoting azesoey cjoins a comtragtual interest wiioi contalis & olasuse oblizating
tenacte of these lands o deliver ‘helr total product t0 may specified markesing oF

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-1-32-20-3
il Nikkeimuseum.org



%=

prooessing agency. Acoording %0 reeent reportsa it appears that a mumber of the tenante
who ontered into Shese agreements with the Pacifie Co-operative Union in tha epring of
1942 have vacated the farms and laf% Shem in & state of negleet, Doubtless the wages
availadble in war industries on the Pasifio Coast are more ettraotive than the operstion
of these small places, and the sesuring of effielent tenants alresdy presents difficulfy
and probably will beoome more difficult as time passes and these properties contime %o
deteriorate,

The Dirsetor of Soldier Settlement assures me that there is no laok of under-
standing between him and the Official Custedian, but it wuld appear that so long es
there is divided responsibility for the administration of these Japanese launis there is
always room for third parties to oritlelse, and in my view the present arrangement is a
cumbersoms one, It seems to me that this oan be correoted by cencellation of Murehisen's
responsibility or by enlarging his suthority to include the dooumentation of leeses and
the collestion of rentals which would, of course, be remitted to the Official Custedian,
Personally, I sm not amxious %o have Murchison and his looal staff in British Columbia
burdened with this responsidility in addition to those already oarried or otherwise in
prospest, On the other hand, I am not umnindful that the Offieia)l Custodian hae & heavy
and oontinuing responsibility in eonneetion with the edministration of a wide variety of
Japanese properties other than these furm lands, Perhape Dp. Coleman and his loeal
representative would weloome an eulargement of Murchison's assistance in eonnsotion
with these farm properties,

The foregoing deals with immediate problems of administration, but future
administration of these lamis will be considerably simplified depending upon what deols-
fons are contemplated with regard to the return or non=return of the Japanese people
%o the Paoifie Coast aree, and the basis upon which the Dominion Government may have to
consider olaims for reparation, As stated above, tlwse farm properties were carefully
inspested and appraised early last summer, amd therefore the Dominion Govermment is in
a position to determine the equity of the Japanese owmars at the time they were evecuat~
ed, If they are not going to return %o these farms, the administrative programme should
provide for the disposition of the farme in an orderly manner rathor than eontinued
attempts to lease them. If this course were followed monies received from such sales
eould be deposited with the Offieial Custedian, If the sale price realised wore less
than the veluations mede last summer, consideration would have %o be given %o the
final basis of settlement with the owners. I% appears to me that the prineiple should
be sccepted of compensating thess Japanese people on the besis of values which were
bdelieved to exist when they were evasuated from their farms.

1 1% is not decided %o proosed along the foregoing lines, the future aimin~
istration of these lands must eontemplate the ultimate return of the Japanese ownars,
Gpeat difficulty is going %o be experiensed in maintaining these properties in reason« .
able repair and oroductiveness, due to the seareity of skilled tenants snd labour, and
the impracticadility of arrsnging leases for periods which will eneourage & tenant %o
carry out the rotatbns, replantings, and fertilisation which must be methodieally
followed in specislized farming operations of this oharacter. There is an annuel tax
bi11 of aporoximately $40,000 to be provided for, end unless these taxes are paid
there will doubtless be oonstant friotion with loeal Saxing asuthorities, Here sgain
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1t seens to a9 that careful conalderation should be ziven now %o Sbe princizle that
the jJoveramsnt recognizes u given value for eech property wisa the Japasneee owner
Was evacuated, and If and when he does retura he should have the choloe of rosualag
operation of his holiin: without further claim on the Jovernment, or aceepting as
full settlenent from the Jovernment the value of his holding at the time he was

obliged to leavs i%,

fhere is a third polnt whieh I believe merits some consideration at thie

tizs, I rofer to the probability of some of these Japanese furmers and their fasilies
Aot sarsing emocush durinmg their adsence froa theis hoses to suppert thenselves snd as
& consejuence relief granta will De necessary., The guestien srises ss to wiother the

~ Canadian taxpoyers as s whole are eatitled to ipsist taat these Japaness people live
@ lon3 as Lhey can on funds that ean b derived from the llquidasion of their property
bolilngs, or If because of all ile eirousstsnces surrounding their evacusiion relief
granis sbould Bol become a full charge easeinst their propartiea,

Sustarized, it is ay view t:at bagause of (1) the inevitable deterioration
of Shese Japanese fars properties; (11) the fagt that the great sajority of thie group
of Japeiese people are 3ritish mationals; and (ii1) the uncertalaly s to tie tize and

eireuastanges undvr which these people may ever retura to their homes; it is desirable
froa tie standpoint of the Jovernseat that dealsions be reached on the warious sattars

discussed herein,
Yours falshfully,

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-1-32-20-5
il Nikkeimuseum.org



DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR

December 5 | 42

anpum TOs MR. MACNAMARA

I disecussed the plan for reorganization of the Security
Commisgion with Commissioner Mead, as you suggested.

ire. Wead considered the plan in its fdnal form as a wige
long=range poliey, based upon the cardinal principles ofs

(rn)dispersal and assimilation of Japanese across Canada.

(b)Employment for every employable Japanese as anm instru-
ment of disparsal and as a means of maintaining morale.

He sur-ested January 1, 19483, as the best date for the

‘changa=-ovar to the new administration, and stated that the

Vancouvar staff nmight be considerably reduced without decreas-
inz efficlaency, now that the evacuation part of the progranme
is practically cecomplete.

Un the personnel of the new Commission, he stated confid-
antially that gresat care should be exercised inm choosing the
mambar from the Dept. of the Secretary of State, as sevoeral of

ths mon conmrcted with the Custodian's Departmant are 'an-hutarf
who hava 2iven the B3.C.5ec.Commission considerable troublee.

inong those who should ngf be chosen he mentioned cPhemsoh,
3panin, and Alaxandere ﬁw
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