Lecord of Gunt!gngg-napnrtnlnt of Labour-January 23, 1942,

Re: Japansesg and Other Euemy Aliens in the B,0, Protetted ,res

Present:

Bryee l.a Stewart Deputy Minister of Labour

He Lo Kesnleyslide Asst. Under secretary of state for
ixternal Affalre.

i, ¥, ADZUS pepartment of Lxternal Affairs

Lo HacHamara Unenploymnent insuraucs conmission

Ahe Hoe iiitechell b " o

., J. Head ngat. GO ReCoilals

A, Je #hitnore pept. of fimsheries

i. J. Gouper pept. of Laboul.

S

it was senerally understood or azreed as follows!:

That the poliey of the sovernwment 18 to aifferentiate clearly
petween enomy aliens of Japaaneae, German oOT Italian nntionalities
and Canadlan nationals of suech foreiqn origias. Unly male eneny
aliens of nilitery ase, unless spoecially psrmittaﬁ by the
RHeDelia¥e are required to move or be moved from the protected ATER
Canadian natiocnals are aot raquired B8° to move bul many may wish
to 8o g0, i1 addition %O those who may wish to sanliat in the
¢ivilian Corpé.

That the Minister of National pefence and Justice ware preparicg
a racammeu&atiaa to Council defining the pratnntud aref.

That Comuissionel ead would arrange for & recomiendation to
Counecil setting april 1lst as the deadline before whiogh Japaunessé
nationals ghould be required to move oOr Le moved from the
pratinted LY

Thet the ReCoMoFa would be r-aponnihl- for the selection of
tnose Japaanesse nationals and other enemy allend who would be
required to move or be moved from the protected area.

That the Upemploynent logurance GCommiasion should be
reaponsible for:

{(a) the placenent of Japanese nationals in private
employnent OF work caups outside of the pratactaﬂ ured,

(n) the placemneont of vunadlan antionals of Japaunsse
orizin in private amployment witnin or witlhout the pratactsd
ares, and,

(e} tae orranization of the proposed givilian Labour COTPB.

That the Unenploymnent lusurance Gommission would therefore!

(a) Clarify their instructions to thelr Reziocnel
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Superintendent ia 3.C. 1a the following reapecte: .

(1) that he should break down lis occupatiossl and
other elassifications by eitizenahip, 1.e., distinruisning
Jupansse naticaals and Sanadian nationals of Japanese orisling

{14} that 4e should obtain a conplete employment cervice
regietration for all Japaness, whetier Japaness netionala or
Jenadiaa aationals, other than waskilled labourers)

(14f) thst he should extend hip aurvey to inelude enemy
aliens of Germau asad Iltalian natioanlitles.

(b} Taxe iwmcdiamte steps Lo place ms Muiy Japaueae =as
nosaible 1in private employnent outsids of the area,

(e ‘'repare a stateaent of empluyneat poliey covering
sueh poilnts as tue extent to waleh travel anf other nllowaneces
124t be nade or advanaced to thcse bheing placed in privete
sarloymieant at a distmsnce, the xiad of iaformation whieh would
pe reauired from employers before rlacements wero made, the
gharaster aul oxteat of consultation with proviacisl anthorities
hafore placenrents were nade in large aumbers.

(4) Arrance with the Uepartmeat of dationel Defeace L0
wave Colouel suallaler {(?) former Jritish ¥ilitary / tinche i
Tokyo, mow 1n Vietoris, ordered to fly to Gttawa to aserve in
nn advispory canacity witn cespeet to the sstadliashnent o tioe
sivilian Ladour Jarps and to assist 14 draftiang the cequisite
urdere in souwseil orescridiss amung other matters rates of
pay wnd aillovances, Lihare sceneld Lo be an compgeusus, thousrh
Aot uganimous asreencat, that ths pay and allowsaces akould
be gnbstaatially similar to thoupgh elightly lower thas arny
vay and allownices.

“hat dr. lereford of Lahour and ¥r, - ardle of Linse and o=
gources would ooatliuue to explors tae exteut of nyalilable
enap facilitiea amad related matiera.

Thaat the Departsent of Ludour would unotdlfy 219 econsult the
lesderes of arcansized labour adout the poliey aud, as aprropriate,
about 4detailed arranteanents,

‘het tae Department of Labour would arrange forr any LOGRIEET .
relial for tae fauliles of ensmy alieas.

That the Departasnt ¢f iLabaur would prepare a statenaat of policey

for submissiouw to the spsciasl ocabluet conmittee.
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iecord of Conferpnce-Department of Labour-January 23, 1942,

ae:

Japanese aund Other Enaml_ﬂlinna in the B,C, Protected .rea

Prnasnts‘

S

Bryee b. Stewart Deputy Minister of Labour

i, L. Keenleyside Asgt. Under Secretary of ctate for
External Affalire.

i, ¥. hAngus Department of External Affairs

L. HacNamara Unemployment Insurancs Comnmission

A. M, litechell e " s

o Jo Head Aggt., Coru, ReCoials

Ae J¢ EBhitnore Dept. of fisheries

Wi, J« Couper Dept. of Labour.

1t wae cenerally understood or agreed as follows!:

That the poliey of the Goverawment is to differentiate clearly
between eneny aliens of Japaaesse, German or Italian nationall
and Canadian nationalas of such foreign origias. Unly male en
allens of nilitary age, unless specially permitted by the
Q.0.li.F. are required to move Or be moved from the protected
Canadian natioomls are not raquired so to move but many may W
to do so, in addition %o those who may wish to enlist in the
¢ivilian Corpe.

That the Hinister of National Defenece and Justice were prepar
a recommendation to Council defining the protected area.

That Commissloner iead would arrange for a reconnendation to
Council setting April lst as the deadline before wnich Japaie
nationals should be required to move OF be moved from the
protected erea,

Thet the H.C.H.FP, would be responsible for the selection of
those Japanese nationals and other enemy allens who would be
required to move or be moved from tlhe protected area.

That, the Unemployment ingurance Commission should be
responsible for:

{a) the placement of Jupancee nationals in private
omploynent or work camps outside of the protected urea,

(b) the placement of canadian npationals of Japanssee
origin in private amployment within or without the protected
ares, and,

(e} the orgenization of the proposed Clvilian Labour Co

That the Unemploymeunt lusurance Commiesion would therefore!

(a) Clarify thelr jngtructions to thelr Regionel
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Superintendent ia 3.C. 1n the folleowing reapcote:

(1} that he should break down Lis occupatiosal and
other elassifiecations by eitizenahip, L.e., detinruishing
Japansoe natiocnsls and Canadian nationals of Japanese orining

(11) that he should obtain a conplete emplovmant cervice
reglietration for all Japanesa, whether Japaness netionals or
Yanadiaa nastionals, other than unskilled labourersj

(11i) thst he should extend his survey to inelude enamny
alieng of Cermau aad Italian nationnlities.

(b} Taxe lmamcdiate steps to place ns many Japauese ag
posaible in private employnent outsids of the area.

(e} Prepare a atatement of employnent poliey goverine
sueh polnts as tue extent to wileh Lravel and other nllowances
fiisht be nade or advanded to those being plaesd in privete
surloyment at e distance, the kiad of information whieh would
be reauired from enployere before placements werao aade, the
eharatter aud oxteat of consultation »ith previascisl aunthoritis
nafors placenents were nade in larges numbhers.

(4) Arrapse with the Uevartment of fdetional Nefegde 1o
dave Colenael uallaley (?) former 3ritish ¥ilitary ittnehe in
Tokyoe, now 1in Vietorin, ordered to fly to Ottawa to serve ia
al advisory capacity with vespedt to the setadlishmesnt of tre
vivilian Labour Usrps and Lo mssist ia draftias~ ths fequislte
vrdere in Couneil nresoribding among other matters rates of
pay and allowancea, shere ssemed Lo be s conpeunaum, theush
adt unanimous arreeneat, that ths poy and alleawsaewas ahould
be substantially similax to though elipghtly lower thas arm,
vay anid allowaaowes,

That idr. lereford of Lahour and ¥r. .ardle of Kinee and o=
gcurcas would eoutluue to explors tae extent of nvsilable
caap faeillitiea and relsted mattera.

“hat the Departument of Ludour would uotify =ud eonsult the
lezders of orsnuaized labour about the poliey apd, ag appronriat
about deteiled arranrenents,

fhet tae Department of Ludour would arrange fo' any LOSEsB&T
relial Por the fauiiles of ensmy aliens.

That the Departasnt ¢f Labour would prepare a statenaat of pold
for submieslou Lo the speclal ocabinet conmittee. :
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. House of Commons
Caniada
Ottawa, February 3, 1942,

N. A. Robertson, Esq.,
Uncer-Secretary of State,
for Zxternal Affairs,
Ottawa, Ont.

Dear Mr., Robertson:

I have your letter of the 31lst ultimo. I
reiterate my statement that the Covernment's policy was not
adopted with the full agreement of all narties to the con-
ference. It may have been that they acquiesced finally, but
that.is a very different thing. 'ere they all, all the time
in a condition to recall what was said or done?

I stated in my letter referred to that it wse
not mentioned in the Premier's statement that the Japanese
naturalized since 1922 would be treated as a National. VYour
answer to that is that there was an announcement made on

Decamber 8th to that effect, I know nothing about such an

annaf o t. I never heard of it, What I went by was the

Toughly into the matter.

‘J'-"" wran | -
R el You haven't answered my objection that, according to

éﬁ% ErEmier‘s statement, the restrictions on going into defence
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areas apparently applied only to Japanese Nationals, and T | 1
maintain tﬁe naturalized Japanese ig very often the more ! i
dangerous. ,
It is also 4 part of the Premier’s statement, :
item No. &, that Japanese Nationals will be forbidden to |
possess Or use radio sets, transmitters and cameras. 1f that ;{
means anything, it means that it applies only to Japanese :; :
Kationals and all naturalized Japanese can use radio sets and ﬂﬁf
cameras all they like. Well, if the naturalized Japanese are
to be allowed to go where they like and photograph what they like
and transmit by radio what thev like, we might as well apply the
same liberty to the Nationals as well, because the naturalized
man will do all the harm required.
As regards Professor Angus, I don't think that
his service in the 1ast war has any bearing on the matter what-
esver and need not have been introduced. You say that as a
Canadian citizen he is exercising the rights %o which he 1is
entitled, These rights would undoubtedly enable him legally
to be as pro-Japanese as he desired up until the 7th of December
but after Japan declared war, I think it would have been wise

&+

and tactful for him to have taken a less prominent part in
handling the Japanese situation on that committee or in any other
way that is well knovm. If the Government want to stir up feeling
in British Columbia against the local Jananese, and certainly

N there is no need to do that, they couldn't have taken a better way
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about it than allowing the committee to be organized and
conducted by a gentleman whose sentiments were well-known to
be so strongly imbued with Japanese sentiment and view-point.

It 1s now almost two months since Japan began
war and the 0 overnment promptly deprived them of their fishing
boats - a very wise action and promptly done, but since then
juét what has been done to curtail theilr activities and two
months is a long time in wartime%

Had the Japanese decided to take British Columbia
instead of Pearl Harbour, they had a very large number of
Nationals and naturalized friends here ready to help them and
they are still here and they are still loose and still unchecked
except for the taking of their boats from them.

: Does Professor Angus not agree, if it is only
in the interests of his Japanese friends, that it is desirable
to get them away from the Coast as soor as possible? Some
drunken white man is going to smash a Japanese store window and
the feeling is so inflamed that a tifle like that might start
a large sized riot with disastrcus consequences.

I have put some questions on the Order Parer to try
and find out if any of these cameras or radio sets have been
surrendered or seized as should have been done within a week of
the declaration of war and, if not, why it wasn't done,

Yours faithfully,
A, W, Neill, . 3 ¢ ¥

1
| L]
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HLIY /ML, Feobruary 5,-1942, ; i:

LEMNOANDUM FOR MR. RCIERTSON

/78- I - 0

PUBLICITY .ITH REFITRWNCE TO ACTION TAXEN
Y THE CANADIAN GO VIRNMTEN P UTTH RECAD 16 M| - )
JAPANESE SUBTECT. I Cal.DA —

In connection with Lir. Rive's memorandum
ol February 5 on this subject, may I say that I
did gzet in touch with the Canaidian Press who
assured me that they had not lssued any statement
wvhich would indicate that Canada was treating
Japanese nationals in any way that was diflerent
f'rom the treatment bteing accorded to other enemy
aliens. They stated further that they would
cormunicate with their Heed OiTice in Toronto and
make sure that no statement disclosing a distinction
in the treatnent of the two classes would be made
in the Ifuture.

The situation is complicated, of courss,
by the clear and practical fact that we are not e
treating Japanese nationals in precisely the same ( [{i/i\/\
way we are treating German and Italian nationals, T[IJ!"
The theory is the same in the two cases but the
practice is dirferent. In addition, we are takings
steps in regard to Canadian nationals of Japanese
racial origin which are wholly difierent from any
steps being taken in regard to German and Italian
n=tionals of Canadian origin. In view of these facts)
I am afraid that we will have a good many cases in /
the future of the kind that Mr. Rive deprecates,in
spite of anything we may do about it. >

AL
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i HLI' /ML, February 5, 1942,

LEMOLLNDUM FOR MR, R0ZERTS0N

113~ -
PUBLICITY ITH REFTNCE TO ACTION TAIE
Y THE CANADIAN GOVERNMENT 'TTH RECAD T0 1| = |f
JAPANESE SUBJECT. L CAMADA. -

In connection with Kr. Rive's memorandum
of February 5 on this subjeect, may I say that I
did get in touch with the Canadlian Press who
assured me that they had not issued any statement
vihieh would indicate that Canada was treating
avanese nationals in any way that was difierent

fror the treatment being accorded to other eneny
aliens. They stated further that they would
cormunicate with thelr Head Oiffice in Toronto and
make sure that no staterment disclosing a distinction

- in the treatnent of the two classes would be made
in the future,

The situation is complicated, of course,)
by the clear and practical fact that we are not /¢, ,.
treating Japanese nationals in precisely the same | !ﬂv&
way we are Ltreating German and Italian nationals. 1[I
The theory is the same in the two cases but the
practice is different. In addition, we are taking
steps in regard to Canadian nationals of Japanese
racial origin which are wholly difrerent Irom any
steps being taken in regard to German and Italian 1
nationals of Canadian origin., In view of these Tacts)
T am afraid that we will have a good many cases in
the future of the kind that Mr, Rive deprecates,in |

spite of anything we may do about it. g

ALK
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE UNDER-SECRETARY OF STATE :

Publicity with Reference to Action Taken by tne Canadian
Government with regard to Jepanese Subjects in Canada

l. Last nignt the eleven o'clock news from CBC gave two parallel
news Sstatements, one from Weshington and omne from Ottawa. The
statement from Washington said that the United States authorities
had taken measures to control enemy aliens in defence areas on the
Pacifiec coast, and after some detalls saild that in California
these measures chlefly affected Japanese. The Ottawa statement

as quoted said that the Cenadian Government had taken measures
against Japanese in defence areas, and made no reference to

enemy aliens of otner nationalities.

2. From the point of view of the interests of my section in tne
protection of Canadian nationals in Japan, I consider tnis news

- statement as glven out by the CBC, purporting to come from Ottawa,
likely to have repercussions unfavourable to tne position of
Canadian nationals in Japan and Japanese controlled areas. If a
written statement was given out by the Department, I am sorry that
I did not see it in draft form.

3. The Spanish Consul General in two formal interviews with Mr.
Beaudry (at one of whicn I was present and a report on the other
having reached me from Mr. Beaudry) was assured definitely that
no action was being taken against Japanese subjects as such, but
that any action taken would affect all enemy aliens alike,
Further, last week I had two telephone conversations with the
Spanish Consul General about the internment of Japanese subjects,
aind each time he asked to be assured that the treatment being
accorded them was the same as that accorded to other enemy
nationels,

4, In view of the importance which I attach to making it clear
iu all press and radio announcements that no action is being
taken against Japanese subjects which dces not apply to Germans
and Italians, I got into touch with Mr. Keenleyaide of this
Department and drew the nature of tne broadeast to his attention.
He assured me that he would get into touch with tne Canadian press
and try to have it rectified.

5. I toink that in all future statements to the press, whether
press releases or oral statements made in press conference or to
correspondents singly, the importance should be impressed upon
them of avolding giving the impression that any action taken by
the Canadian Government is directed solely against the Japanesey/
pointing out to tnem that we have large numbers of Canadians ﬁ
in Japan and in territories under Japanese control, and tnat
press statements which suvgest diserimination against the
Japanese in Canada open the door to retaliatory action agalnst

Canadians in Japan.

//(‘ Aende o AVR,y (
. e ﬁ,‘ W{ |

K :
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~
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”fy&*' Hr. Sohwartz, the Consul Generusl of Buain repreuc Ll
J o Yopinese 1lntercsts called at this Department thls wornlig,
’tfg’ "7 I had a brief conversation with him in the course of whih
'*1;5* the followingz catters were dlscussed,

l, lir. Sehwertz stated that the Jupanese iinister w:s

zlosinz "is house and tLhat he had s number of books and

geriodicals whioh he wished to supply for the Japsness

internees in Canada, !r, Schwartz asked whether could

be vollecéted from the Juounese liinister's residence

what arrancements might be :ade, I clled Colonel Sireigt,

Cormissioner of Interament Opevatlons, who sald that Lewuld

be 1lsd to undertake to make arrange .ents Iif we could let

him know the amount whioh was to be sollected and tie time

at which 1t should be eanlled for, Mr, 8cawurtz vrouiscd

to ilslephione thls inforustion ro to drop us & aote after

he had seen the Liniaster, ;

Se Lir. Schwartz sald thst he urooesed to visit Cetawawa

on the 4th of luay and asked If tils would be couvenlent.
I told him thst s0 far as I know the date wes eutirely
gatlafactory but that I would coafirm it later Ly letter.

£ Ir. Sohawertz oro-osed to leave from Uttiws by o¢&r and wodd
e :11ad to have a member Of thls Departument aceoc. 8uy nin
on Lls Tfiret tri., to ‘etawawa, I prowmissd to obueln in-
forastion for him about the couaditlon of the roadis aud .obable
driving time, It was arrcnged that a8 member of t.ls
Devartment would get in touch with L. 3chwartz zt the
siz2btesu on Sunday evenlag, Kay 3rd.

Be Mr, Belmartz left with me two urgent letters acuresszed

10 thls Department and requested ihat the negesszry =ctiun

be tsxen to deal with them as aoon as posslule, 1. perilcular,
with regard vo the letter acddressed to the Camp 2 Osecfian

of the Jusancase at Jetuwewa,

4, ILr,., 3chwortz referrcd to previous zorres oudence whlh

I had with hin about the .osaibility of srovicing a 1’cense’
agsistant lor hls !Ton. Vice Consul st Vaiecuver. Ha s8ald
that the Hon. Vice Consul huad¢ enquired wietl.er Punji Hisaoka
‘reaident of the Jucanese-Juindlan Assaclation nlght aect,

He polnted out that asHismoka wus & nasurslized Cunadiszn

we night have some objections. I told him Lhat wy under-
standliug had been tist this Departwent woulrd nave preferred
g Japanese suvject 28 we hud felt that a Coiadlan natl.nal
of Japanese rice might find himselfl im an eubarrissing
position if asked to assist a represeniative of tle protecting
power for Jooocpese interests, I told aim I would consult

the Under Secretory and let him anow 1ater vhether

wase oitisf.ctory to us. I stressed thit of course the
appointuent is not an offielal app.lntaent end that the
respsnsibllity of the noninee would be entirely to Liie
Spanish Hon., Viece Cousul, wlth regaréd to the possicllility

of seouring a Censdian national wiho mizht be of service to
thie represcatatlive of the potecting power for Juapese
lnterests 1n a sl dlar capacity I told him thit the unaue wid
of Hev., w.H., lewlllians, 1716 west 29:h Strewt, Vousouver, V
had been sugzested. I sald that I thought that Lhe Ceua f.a
guthorities would huve 20 obJeectlom o Dr, iowillli:=us bdn:
askefd to perve 1n thls capaclity Lubt that I would ifuform hilw
later, BShould 1t be é-clded thut Dr, (eWillli..s :_izht ue
gshed 1o undertexe this, thils Deptrtusat would wrlie to Ir,
ieilllilams Informing him of our viewe Im order Lhat he wmight
feel free Lo accept when an a:uroe:ch wis made to tiam by ihe

resreseatative for Ja.anese intercsts.
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e Ir. Sclmartg priseniod to we & metition Teoeived
the Binese at Vunoouver congernling arfeels on J380e 3¢
‘a.4dlles from all Aafures Lazen by the Canadinn
auld tLet he felt thas {8 ghould coxmunicnte t.is &5
JIE us offlcially., I told him that the situation at
Jiugouver and alsewhere in British Columbia wWis of oourse
1o 2 state of flux aod Lhet we felt that I1f he could defer
1s commuaication rop Week or 10 days he would flac
Dipartmeat then in & betier position to make s gat)
“eply 2nd to inform him of the aeasures tugen to a
ihe gonditioas aflegting Japanese subjeots, lp Schwartg
dpreed that e would A0t send rory:rd any offlolsl
Soumunieation in tiis matter until after o lapse of 10 au
I ° told B that in the ueantime I would look into the

-

AT, I
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The miwitas of the fitizen's mestines held Yarch 19, 1948 ffri i
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REPLY TO BE ADDRESSED TO:
THE UMDER-SECRETARY OF STATE

r

O ‘*AD/M
P79

Bepartment of TExternal gffuiruisnb_k-“?"‘z :

e Uik
-l ol

z FOR EXTERMAL AFFAIRS OTTAWA, 5Se pt- ember 24th, 1942.

OTTAWA.

Dear lir. Vining,-

Al -

This morning I had a meeting
in my office which was attended by Mr. Smart,
Dr. Parsons, late of Shanghai; Lieutenant-
Colonel Clark of Colonel Ralston's office,

and Mr. Keenleyside of this
purpose of tae meeting was
report on conditions in Shanghal

East generally.

informed you that Dr.

S it R a i

Department. The
to hear Dr. Parsons'
and the Far

Mr. Smart will probably have
Parsons is very anxlous
that we should take advantage of every propa-
ganda device at our command, in order to im-

press upon the Japanese that their nationals
in Canada have been, and are being, well

treated. Dr. Parsons was
i campaign of this sort might
results, as the Japanese aut
ently believe that their peop
tinent have been badly mistreated.
that if this bellef can

be corrected,

convinced that a
have beneficial
horities appar-
le on this con-
He feels

and

particularly 1if information to this effect
can be routed to Japan through neutral chan-
nels, the Japanese authorities may be more

careful in their adherence
rules of international law
wlth Canadians and other Occid

their hands.

¢c. A. Vining, Esq.,
Chairman,
Wartime Information Board,
Supreme Court Building,
0 ttawa,

e

s SR : :
Source Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-1-33-4-7
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While we entertain some doubts

as to the likelihood of a campalign of this

i sort producing any material change for the
better, we agree that this and every other
available means should be employed in the
hope that benefits may accrue therefrom.
Under the circumstances we hope that the
wartime Information Board will examine the
possibilities of Dr. Parsons' proposal and
do whatever may be possible to bring about
the desired result. This will presumably
involve a discussion with representatives
of the interested departments here, and
probably with the officials of the office
of War Informatlon and other interested bodies
in washington, in order that some concurrence
may be obtained in the policies to be pursued
by the United States and ourselves,

Yours sincerely,

dr e b
Under-Secretary of State
for External Affairs.

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-1-33-4-8
whanad Nikkeimuseum.org
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Telling Japan how well we treat Jsapanese
in Canada,

I am not sure that I gresp the point of the
attached letter or what part the Wartime Information

. " Board is to play in telling the Japanese Government

how well its nationals are treated in Canada. To

. take this line in the Canadian Press would probably W }

be to defeat this end by raising a public demand for
harsher measures. I am not aware that the wWartime 2
Informetion Board issues releases in Japan. ;

THe best bit of work which has jbeen done so
far along the lines suggested by Dr. Parsons was the
trip of inspection made in July by the Consul General
of Spain and the Delegate in Canada of the International
Red Cross to Japanese camps and settlements in the West.
Both these gentlemen returned what were on the whole
very satisfactory reports. The photogreaphs which have
been supplied them since should reinforce their
favourable reports.

If the policy of placating the Japanese
is to be pursued some of the things to be done are
to 'tell the Custodian of Enemy rroperty to be a little
more liberal in the application of his regulations
affecting Japanese, to tell the Commissioner of Internment
Opamtions that the internment camp at Angler is to be a
model camp and to allow fme more reliable Japanese,
subject to security considerations, to settle in and
take work in eastern communities away from the defence
area., The more quietly these measures can be
effected the better,but I think you first have to sell
the poliecy to Mr. Mclarty, Mr. Mitchell and Colonel
Ralston and then to other members of the iiar Committee.
In short the more I think about this letter the less
I see the reason for it.

AV.R

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-1-33-4-9
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Sir, ke
I have the honour to acknowledze your tnligrlm of
Cotober agtu transmitting the text of a telegraa from your
f_}warmnf relating to the treetuent of Japanese subjeots
mﬂmmy}mlnﬂmtmtﬂihﬁmnamummtynrn
celved a report ooncerning the eompulsory renoval of the
Iap"na;u residents from the protected areas of the Faoifie
Coagt. The Canadian Governuent have received the text of
this report with some surprise and would be interested to
learn the source from whioh it was obtained zs it 1@ olear from
it that the Japanese Jovernment have been miginforued. The
Canadian Oovernment would not deny that there have been some
1144vidual cases of hardshlp, but I believe that you will
coneur In the statement that the autharit}as have done
averything rauuonaylr possible to adjust the lezitinmate
rrievances of any Japanese subjects. In particular, I feel
surs that you will be eble out of your own knowledge 10 assare
the Japanese Government that far from desiring to deprive
Tupanese subjects in Canada of their means of livelihood, the
Cunadlian Jovernment have made every effort to provide them
with suls:ble and oongenial empbyient, and where necessary,
have provided finencisl assistance oul of Cenadien Government
funds.

Ybu are also aware that although for reusons of
aauuritr and because whole rfamilies oould not be tran-rarrad
at once, it was necessary %o move sous Japaness nales ol
military egze out of the prot;itod areas in sdvance of their

faullies; the f=milles have ﬁaw been transferred to the
The Conaul General of Spain in ¢ arge of Jupanese Interests,
: Lontreal, I.0,
Seirce: Nikkel National Museurn, 2018-16:1-33-4-10
wnanal Nikkel museum.org =
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various settlements and have been jolned by their husbvands and
fathers,

Further, I hope you will also endeavour to make clear to the
Japanese Jovernnment t .at the families of Japanese auﬁj-otl transferred
from the proteéted areas have not been sent "to llve in wlld desolate
places” but that the settlements in which they have been established
are in snall ocommunities in some of the most fertile and beautiful
districts of Western Can-da where amplse opportunities exist for ;
local 'employmeat and where rich, fertile ;511 will enable them to
grow all the frulta and vegzetables to which they have been mcoustomed.

I trust also that you will endeavour to ¢orrect the impression
which the Japanc3e Government appear to have received of conditions
at the road oonstruction ceups. You will remember that at only one eamp
were the workers housed in teuts and even at thils camp the tents were
provided with wooden floors and side walls, is for the food supply,
the meal whieh you werae provided with at the constraction ocsmp on the
Hope Princeton highway was the ordinary siendsard fare of the cuups.

It i# noted that the report ststes thet soue Japanese subjeots
were foroed st the uoint of & revolver to sign "contracts to aceept
work in rosd construction, Any such action by & police officer or
other person to secure the slgnature of s Japenese subjeot against his
will would be contrary to polloy end instruotiona of the Cenadian
authorities. I should be grateful, therefore, if you woulﬁ supply
me with specific information of any casecs in which this is alleged to
have ogocurred. OUn receipt of this information from you an immedlate
investization will be ordered.

It ie true that it has been found necessary to inéarn & number
of Japanese male subjau%a but it 1s not correct to state that this
w:8 done because they refused compulsory labour, Un the contrary their
internment was made necessary beoause of thelr refusal to obey the
avacuatibﬁ order and their general'hostilc attitude. The small
nutber interned in relation to the total number of Jeapaness in Canada

ahould be sufficient evidence to the Jepanese Governuent that the

internment of Japancse 1a contra to the loy of the Capad
Source: hhkke|NanonaHMUSeuw12018 ’16133411”r e AnatIaa
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yovernment and has only been resorted to in exoceptional cases,
In faet the Canadien Goverameni endeavours to treat all Jam nese
in Ceneds with consideration end to lmpose om them only such
restrictions of their freedom as are made ntnansary‘hy the state
of war now exlstlng between Canada and Japan,

Hn} I assure you azain thet the Canadlan Governmmt
are desirous of ocoouperating with you iIn your work on behalf of
Jasanese subjeots in Canada. You or your representative are at
liberty ot any tlwe to comuunicate wlth or to wvisit any Jupgn-lt
lubjaéfs in Canada wherever they way be and tronsmit full Eﬁportl
for the information of the Jupanese Governuent. jie shall continue
to :ive earnest attention to any representations which you may

feel called upon to nmke and to adjust ns quickly ae possible any

legitiuate grievangoes or complaints.

I have the honour to be
3ir,

Your obedient servent,

d A A i ( a8
ia W {! ;:__.t’;i-’w’ie-w

Under Sec¢retary of Stote
for Lxternal Affairs.

SoUrce:hnkkeiPdanonalhﬂuaeunﬂ,2018-j@-1-33-4-12
whanad Nikkeimuseum.org
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