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‘ Jgﬁ:anasa Canadians inte our national lifa,

CONSTITUTION QF THE NATIONAL JAPANESE CANADIAN CITIZENS ASSOCEIATION

(As addpted by the Natiomal Conference, March 26th-29th, 1948)

PREAMBLE
We, Canadian eitizens of Japanese ancestry assembled at the first Natlonal Cone
N ————
ference held at the City of Toronto, in the Province of Ontario in the Dominion of

Canada from the 30th day of Auwgust, to the 2nd day of September, 1947, 1n\.lusiva, do

?haraby Enlamnly mnstitut.e tha Ha.tmnal Jamnesa Canadian Citizens nsscciatiun on this,

the said 2nd da}r oi‘ September, A.!D. 1947, This national organization is formed with
the primary aim to enable Japanese Canadian organizations throughout Canada to work to-
gether as a.uﬁir.iad whole and undertake _collectiw action for the betterment qf._‘t-hs
political, social, moral and economic welfare of Canadians of Japanese ancestry and.wi'n
shall conseientiously discharge the duties and rﬁspnnsiﬁiiitiaa inherent in Canadian
citizenship and shall thereby be in a better position to merit the rights and privi-
legés thereof, The National Japanese Canadian Citizens Associstion shall pledgs ita
unstinted efforts toward the develomment of a true Canadian democratic sociel order
wherein fundamental civﬂ rights and liberties are accorded all citizens, The National
Japanese Canadian Citlzens Assoclation shall regard its work as a nantrihut-..ian t-o.t-ha;

work of the United Nations for the well=being and happiness of future generations,

ARTICIE I . NAME

Section 1, The rame of the organizatlon shall be the National Japanese Canadian Citi-
i Association, e
Section 2, The organization shall be hereinafter referred to as the National J,C.C.A.
ARTICLE II '

Nature of Organization: The organization shall be non-partisan and non-sectarian in
nature, A A

ARTICLE III UARTERS : - : Bt .

The headquarters of-the National J,C.C.A. shall be such city in the Dominion of
Canada as shall have been designated by the National Council assembled at a National
Conference,

ARTICLE IV AIMS AND OBJECTS 54T

The aims and objects of the National J,C,C,A, shall be:

Section 1. To strive for equal civil rights and liberties for ALL cj-.t'-._tzans of the ﬂ«:-—
minion of -Gana.da,_ irrespective of race, colour, creed, natiomal origin, or sex, _
Ssction 2, To rendsr the maximum Japanese 'l.‘.l‘.arﬂd_mn contribution to the aggregate pat-- -
tern and mosalc of Camadian modes of 1living, and to further the assimilation of all .
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Section 3. To &trive for and protect in c:bnj'iiﬁﬁ'iﬂ co~operation with gt.hgr similar

groups the ecivil f‘ight.si of ell minority groups within Canada inclusive of the Japanese

Gamdia.rj: group and to abolish reatri&tive measures still imposed or may be imposed _
thereon,

Section L, To promote and encourage among Canadians of Japanese ancestry cultural,

educational, social and recreational activities conducive to better Canadian eitizenship,

. Section 5. To unify all Japanese Canadian organizations striving for common objectives

“ ARTICIE V TYPE OF ORGANTZATION

constitution and by-laws of the National J.C.C.A,

and to channel all efforts therefore under central administration,

- Ssction 6, To stress to Canadisns of Japanese ancestry the duties, obligations and

responsibilities inherent in Ganadia.n citizenship and encourage them to become more
conscious of citizenship and thereby merit all the rights and privileges thersof,
Section 7. To represent ‘and present wherever and whenever possible to other groups .
and organizations the interests of Canadians of Japanese ancestry in national, provin-
cial and local matters and to hring tﬁ the notice of such othsr groups and organiza- .

tions problems and gquestions affecting the Japanese Canadian group, "

-

Section 1, The National JCCA shall be based on & Provineial Chapter Syatem,

o
Section 2, The Provinecial Chapter shall be defined as the representative organization

ol the respective province and shall be composed of the various individual organizations

of said province, The Provincial Ernptsrs aha.';.l agree to comply with and ahide b:r thar

! ¥
Section 3, The local organizations uithin any province wiich l:r:nstituta a prcvincial

: chapter shall retad.n their local autonomy until such time as a true chapter s:.ratm ca.n

i be adopted therein, : : _ s

n i

ARTICLE '|.TI CHAPTIH HEHE'EESHIP

Section 1, The provincial organizations; namely, British Columbia, Alberta, Ha.n_:i.toba;

Dﬂtariﬂ, and Quebec, r_eprqsented at the first National Conference herein as aforesaid

who are in = agreemant with Emd have ratified these presents and who have thereby consti-
tuted themselves as provincial chapters within the national framework shall be and are

member chapters of the National J,0.C.A,

Section 2, Other representative provineial organizatiorsnot duly constituted at the

f*_rst Hut-mna.l Conference aa a-,faresa.id shall if so desired, be constituted and become

mg:lber c"'aptars by and upon a ma.iﬂrity approval of the National Couneil,

AETIEL_- zg, ACTIVITIES o _ B4

t.he a.::t.i?itiu 1151‘.3:1 hermmder._

B The aima and cnjeu:‘l:.s of the National J,C,C.A. shall be expresssd and exscuted im. ¥
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Section 1, To combat diseriminatory pr&cti.ces_l directed against minority grﬂﬁps. 3
ta} Un.dartakin.g research for the purpose of ‘gathering evidence of such’ 'ﬂiﬁ'crimj.rmtiorl.
{b.].l Ir..fcmir.g the public of such avirflancs through the use of public services for the
purpcse of gaining their support, b

E:ﬁ} Making representation to legislative members through members of parliament and
senate, and civiec officials,

(d) Wnrkmg ;m close co-cperation with other groups which are a.ctival:r engaged in

. such work,

S;act;gn 2, To organize, promote and sponsor programs, projects and activities among

J apanese Canadians in order that they may be able to render maximum contribution to .\tha
de.veiopnmt of Canadian national life and to inculcate in them a deeper consciousness *
of the du@ias and obligations commensurate with good Canadian aitiasl}u'hi‘p. o
Section 3, To co-operate with other organizaticns whose educational, cultural, soclia.l
and rer:r;ntjl.aml activities render a contribution to the.development of Canadian na-
ticnal life, i o
ect;g;n 4. To engage in such other projects, programs and activities as may be 'Eai.:idad
upon fmm time to t.ime by the National Council so long as they comply with this consti=-

i tution. : "

ARTIGLE VIIT RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS OF PROVINCIAL CHAPTERS

A, RIGHTS
I-Imbar pr'umr.'.:.al chapters shall have the following rights:

SECtEn g  To send tiree (3) official delegates to the National Conference, or in lien
thereof, a lesser number who shall act as proxy for absentee delegates for all W'tins

o‘l:.hur business matters, with the pmvim that each chapter shall send at 1aaat m:a
delegate to auch National Conference. ; .l T . ; 3

Section 2, To submit proposals for the deliberation of the National chnnil in con=

farenf.e. [ _
Sect.iog 3. To apply to the National Council or to the National Executive ﬂﬁmnlitteg far_'\
finaneial and/or moral aid in the solution of provinecial problems or other contingen- :
ci;es requiring na.;;‘:.lartel aid, The governing bodies thus applied to as aforesaid shall
consider 'a:i.th;r by currespondence or by speeial sessions convened in the shortest pos—
sible time thereafter such application or E}pplications and rendsr an exeoutive deecision
anci give aic'l- and support wherever possible; ;
B. OBLIGATION

Every provincial chapter duly constituted herein as aforssaid in Article VI, S&e~
tion 1 and 2 shall be _sub:ject to the following obligations: _ ' --_

Section 1, - Abide by the constitution and by-laws of the National J.C,C.A, and strive
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regard ‘to these presents,

Section L, Prohibit within the organization concerned any dissemination of ideas or«

~ to incite members to discriminatory acts or utterance, e VTR
- Section 5, Send monthly written reports to the National Office regarding provincial

‘aﬂtiﬁtlr. L g i " TR
ARTICLE IX GOVERNING BODIES i e pel TR

The:governing bodies of ‘[:.ha National J,C.C.A, shall be the National Council and the .
-National Executive Committee, )
A, HﬁTIDHAL COUNCIL L -
Section 1, The legislative powers of the National J.C,.C.A, shall be vested in the.
National Coimeil which shall be composed of the elected officers, immediate past presi-
dent, the Executive Secretary, the Chairman of tHe Executive Cormittee and 211 the of=-
ficial delegates to the National Conference, . S Sl
Section 2, The elective officers'of the National Council shall be the Pra;iﬁant, tw::r 3
“(2) Vice-Presidents and Treasurer, The elective officers shall be active.members of
. Japanese ancestry holding Canadian citizenship either by birth or by naturalization and
~8hall be at least tmt:r—_-one years of age, except- the Proaidéﬁt who shall be at least
twenty-five years of age, Such c:E‘fir_.'.ara shall.be slected by the majcri‘t:? vote of the
~delegates at the National Conference. P . R
Section 3, All elective officers as aforesaid shall hold office from national confer-
ence to national econference,
-~Section L, Business betwsen Council officers and/or members betwsen conferences shall
" be mnduc‘pad by correspondence or wire unless exigent issues dictate otherwise,
Section 5, Each member of the National Council is entitled to one vote; proxy vote
t by J_ett.ar_or wire shall be permissible therever personal attendance is rendsred impossible,
Section 6, The quorum nscessary for conducting business of ‘the National Council shall
be a three-fifths majority of the members thereof, h
~Section 7, The National Council shall, during its tenm of office, formulate the o=
licies and general program of activities of the National J, G,E.A. for the period follow=

~7ing the National Conference at which it shall have been elected, SRR L T
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Section 8, The National Council shall appeint the National Executive Committee after

a slate of officers thereof shall have been submitted in writing by a special comittee

also appointed by the Natilonal Gouncil.

Section 9. It shall appoint and determine the salary of the Naticnal Exséutive Secre-

tary for the next ensuing period following a National Conference, or in lisu thereof

delegate the work to the National Executive Committes,
B, NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE Ot
Section 1, The executive powers of the Nationel J,C,C,A, shall be vested in the Na-
tional Executive Committes which shall be appointed by the National Council at the - -
National Conference, It shall be the gorerhing: body of the National J.C.C.A. between
National Conferences and shall be appointed in or near the interim headquarters chosen
between conferences, A minimm of ten (10) and 2 maximum of twenty (20) aﬁa—:l-.—:t be so
appointed,
Section 2, Members of the National Executive Committee shall be .cumpcsed of - Canadian
citi;ena of Japanese anc esﬁry. Only such persons shall be entitled to wote on all mat-
ters, Persons of non-Japanese extraction 3hall by and upon approval r:f_ths National - g
Council be appointed to the said Committee, but their office shall be consultative only,
Section 3. The elective officers of the Hathﬁl Executive Committes shall be the
Chairman, the Vice-Chairman, Recording Secretary, and ‘the Treasurer who shall all be
elected by the said Committee as soon as possible after the National Ecnfdfenéa;-**'-
Seetion &, A1l elective ofricsr_-a shall hold office from one national conference to the
next ensuing national conference, It shall execute the policies laid dowm by the Na=-

tional Couneil, It shall assist and supervise the work of the Naticnal Exscutive —-

T

‘Sacretary, It sl_m:u. be empowered to augment its membership from time to time as ‘neces-
sity may dictate. It shall also be empowered to institute other programs subject to
the approval of the National Council, e g R I 2 e
Section 5. The National Executive Committee may coristitute such standing and special
committees as it shall from time to time consider nsc.essa.ry; it shall name the convenor 3
of each such committee so constituted and refer to it any matter for study ‘and/or report.
Section 6., In constituting any apecia.l_ committes the National Executive Committes ma\.\:.r
name as a menmber thereof any person whom the National Executive Committee selescts, Eﬁ?}"
comittes when constituted by the National Executive Commitiee may, with the consent o R
+ the Chairman of the said Exscutive Cammittes add any further members who are considered
able to assist in the work of the special CGIII'EIi‘t—t-BH. :

Section 7,  The National Executive Committes, if the National Council so delegates, —
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b 2 full-time paid offfber of this organization,

Section 8. It shall resserve the power to appoint other full or pﬂrt-tim? workers and/ ¢
or to dstermine if they should receive remuneration and if se, what sums,

Section 9, The National Executive Committee shall meet nst less tham onee per calsndar

month and shall send minutes of each meeting to every Council member a;;d___?ﬁ&cuti?e oMl

mittae :15!:21_:!_&1‘. . . R oy
Sectisn 10, Each member thereof shall be entitled to one wote at Cormittee meetings.,

The cuorum at Isw.lncl? cormittee meetings shall be the majority of these pm;:asent. provided 3
that no quorum shall exist unless at least one-half of the standing members are present,
Section 11, The National Executive Committee shall appnia}t three auditors within one . .,

manth subs?quent to the holding of a National Conference, :
Section 13, It 3hal.'!. supervise all expenditures to be incurred by the office of the _Ifa-f- L3
tional Heaqquarters. I

Ssction 13, The annual Mational budget for the period following a National Conference . ;
sha;ll be submitted to the provineial chapters by the National Exscutive Committee at -
lzast ons month prior to the h:::lding.af the Natlonal Conference and approved by the
National Council in Conference, i .
Section 1k, Tt shall be rasponsible;fur instituting the anmual fund drive for the pur-
pose of raising the National Budget. 5
- Section 19, It shall enforce all fines and penalties in accordance with the Constitution,
sRTICLE :-[_ NATIONAL EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

Section 1, The adud.nistra?iva powers of this organization shall be wvested in the Na-
tional Exscutive Secretary,

Ssction 2, The National Executive Secrstary sha.li be appointed by the National Council

in Conference, or if so delegated. by the said National Council by the Hatixfn&l Execu-
tive Committee upon the recommendation and approval of the National Council,

Ssction 3, The office of the National Executive Secrstary shall be in the eity or

town sslected by the National Council as the interim National Headquarters, The members
of his staff shall be appointed by him with the advice and approval of the National
Executive Committee, The term of office for all members of this department shall be

from one Natisnal Conference to the next succeeding Conference unless otherwiss provided,

SmTAT S

ARTICIE J&l AUDIT COMMITTEE

Section 1, The Audit Committee shall consist of three members to be a}_‘-‘p{:—inted by_‘_l'bh_a o

Executive Committee within one month following the National Conference, Such members
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are preferably chosen in one. centre, but they shall not be membera.of the National
Council nor exscutive officers of the National Executive Committee, The appointment of
ths membezl's of the Committee is upon approval of the National Counecil,
Section 2, The Audit Committee shall have at all times access to all finaneisl books
and accounts of the Organization; it shall audit the books of the National Exmcutive: -
Committee once every three calendar months and it shall prepare an annual audited finan-

cial report for presentation to the National Conferencs, : o D T o

Section 3, The Audit Committee shall be accountable to the National Exseutive Com- - - : ”'
mittee and to the Matiocnal Couneil,
ARTICIE XIT BUDGET AND FINANCE AR - ; %
Section 1, The financlal resources of the National J,C,C.A: shall consist of “the sums ﬁ%
paid by member provinecial chapters as assessed by the National ﬂaun-:il_in Conference j ;
and of income from other sources such as dnnat.iona, special fund drive, ete, * - .25 -iff;

in Coni‘armua. : : ) : i

Ssetion 3, The National Executive Committes aha.'.tl, subject 'hc- approval by the Hat.icnal

Couneil, be empowersd to an?,just the budget according to needs, so long as it does not
excesd the National budget., It may also be empowerad to institute special fund driws
to mest l:c_sntingent. issues with the approval of the National Council,
Ssction 4,  The fiscal year for the National Budget shall be for the term starting . :
Septﬁmbar lst, ending August 3lst, 4 ‘ : g %* ;
Section 5, All member provineial chapters shall be required to subscribe to annttad’%\“.
assessment of the National Budget within the first six month period of the fiscal M‘E é
Any member provineial chapter failing without Just cause to meet this -raqui:anant sha.'r;l. X
be fined 10% per anmum of the sum in arrears in excess of its assessment, Any man]:ar_ 4
chapter so fined shall have the right to appeal to the Nationdl Council in Confarenca.'--_" i
Section 6, The National Budget and appropriations for. prajects for the fiscal year _ . L
f::-llowing the annual Conference are determined by the National Council in Con.f‘erenne._ =
Section 7, Any speeial contributions or dﬂnatians shall be held in trust to meet ape- '

cial contingencies at the wish of the donors, The utilization of such trust funds ahall

o

be subject to the ratification by the National Council,

ARTICLE XTTT AMENDMENTS TO CONSTITUTION i =

Section 1, The Constitution may be amended by the petition of any provincial chapter
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been given in writing to the said Secretary and shall be considered and ratified at the
next ensuing Conference, The National Exscutive Secretary shall notify all other provir-

cial chapters of such proposed amendment at least one month preceding such next ensuing

L

Conference, : . PR e
Ssction 2, The majority vote of three-fourths of the members of the Mational Council ¢
in Cenference shall be required for passage of any amendments to the Constitution, -

ARTICLE J{""if NATIONAL CONFERENCE -

Section 1, The National Confersnce of this Organization shall be convenad at -the behest
of the Nat;anal Council which shall designate the site therefor at a previous National
Confsrencg. P S A I i
Section 2, 5Such a Confersnee shall be convened at least once every two years anless. .
otherwise decided by the Nationmal Council. 3 : ) T

Section 3, The National Conference shall reach decisions by a majority wote.
ARTICLE XV HRESIGNATIONS AND SUSPENSIONS OF OFFICERS ' LN

Section 1, Any officers of the Natiomal J,C,C,A, desirous of resigning shall mtif}r the
Mational President in writing at least two months previous to the time when telief ia
desired, provided that such notification must contain justifiable cause for sa- resignk.
ing, The National Pres:'!.dept shall confer w']_th1the; National Council either telegraphi- -
cally or telephonically, and render a decision, A two-thirds.majority of the National"
Counecil is raquisite_ for acceptance of resignation or replacements,-
Section 2, The afficgrs of this Organization sl_lall be subject to suapensf},nn orimpeanhn
ment for midemeanours, misfeasance, malfeasance, or nonfsasance in office, -provided that
the National Executiwe Committee, after careful inwvestigation, presents the case in_:.. -
i point to a special session of the National Council (personal attendance or telegraphi~
cally) which shall, by a three-fourths majority vote of the said National Couneil, ad=- :
judge the officer on trial as being guilty of the charge or charges preferred against )
hiﬂ::._ The hearing of 2 charge or charges may be postponed to a National Conference un—
less expediency dictates otherwise,at which time the officer charged may d efend himself -
parﬁ_onall;.r or by counsel,
Section 3, Anmy officer suspended or impeached prior to the -calling of a National Con--
ference, shall have a cetegorical r:n.ght of appeal to the said National Conference, at
which a hearing shall be conducted in open session or in camera as the National ‘Eauncr:i.l
may decide, The officer appealing shall be cross-examined b:r- a special prosecutor Ap—.-.
pointed by the National Council in Conference: the appellant shall also have the right.-

?) crosg-examine witnesses for ths prosecttlon,
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