CAMNADA

DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR

JAPANESE DIVISION

360 Homer Street,

VANCOUVER, B.C,
September 16, 1946

Miss Margaret Sage,
4687 West 4th Avenue,
VANCOUVER, B, C,

Dear Miss Sage,

I wish to express to you our appreciation of the
outstanding contribution you have made to the Japare se
Division of the Department of Labour in the performance of
your dutiea as Welfare Officer at Tashms —- one of our
largest and most important Japanese project towns,

Your activities at Tashme went far beyond those

-duties usually associated with the position of Welfare Officer.

In addition to your many duties involved in looking after

the welfare of fifteen hundred persons of Japanese origin in
our project -- men, women and children -- you pleyed a key
part in our dispersal and relocation programme, Your
analysis of the employment skills end physical and mental
condition of these people with your consequent recommendation _
to them as to the Eastern relocation centre for which they were
best suited and your success in getting them to relocate
voluntarily to those relocation centres were highly important
factors in our successful dispersal programme.

I wish you much success in the new field of endeavar
that you have chosen, Give to your new work the same quality

. of thought, the same loyalty and dependability that you have

demonstrated to us and you cen't help but achieve outstand ing
results, .

'qursf very truly,

J« F. MacKINNON,
Commissioner of Japanese Placement,

Source: Mikkei Mational Museumn, 2018-16-1-56-1
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# The moon has" come out just over the muuntain tops anﬁgﬁh i

dreb da}knass of the night has changed to one of shining.beaut?..'},ii
There 1s peace here in Tashme- a peace that can be felt, but under~
‘neath ther is that everlasting uhrest. The unrest of a conquered
people who know no peace within themselves. The white billowy~clouds
drift around the moon, touching her as they sillently ﬁaﬁs. A vell
of mist hﬁﬁ drifted down ﬁhe valley and rests over the.Japanese
. village. But here away from the village tha.ﬁight 1s clear and the
moonlight e¢asts soft shadows on the snow. Does the_clarity'hsre
represent the Christan thinking of the conquers as compared to the
clouded and confused thaughtéaof the conquered? Who can say for
many of those s&eeping.in the village were born and raised in Canada
and yet we are sending them back to the land &f their fqrefathers.
Are we protecting our Democracy Or are we breaking down what it
stands for? . o :'_. |
; Qkppens evar?%hing in Tashme, the snow ﬁa-night tumbled
-éuickly and unexpectédly out of the sky. The snow has 1ér£ the
mountains c¢lcthed 1in a mysterious and unearthly garment which 1is
highlighted by the touches of mnonlignt. From here can be seen three
stately hemlacks. They alune seem  untouched by elther the snow or "tht
moonlight and stend dark, silent and aloof in the night. So vividlr
do they represent the older members of the Japanese at Tashme, who
bow politely, but never smile and whoBe eyes Ean never hide their
hostility. The only Ennnd in this beauty 1s the nolsy dashing of
the creek, It like the undercurrent will never be silent and must
be carefully watched for fear it will p?erflow its banks and destruc-
ion znd suffering be the dot of all. Yes. the moon has COmS out and
transformed the night to peauty but still thercare the dark shadows

which can not be lighted or the sound of the ereek silgned.
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DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR

JAPANESE DIVISION

360 Homer Street,
vmmm' B-c.

September 16, 1946

Miss Margaret Sage,
4687 West 4th Avenue,
VANCOUVER, B, C,

Dear Miss Sage,

I wish to express to you our apprecietion of the
outstanding contribution you have made to the Japerme se
Division of the Department of Labour in the performance of
your duties as Welfare Officer at Tashms —- one of our
largest and most important Japanese project towns,

Your activities at Tashme went far beyond those

. duties usually associated with the position of Welfare Officer.

In addition to your many duties involved in looking after

the welfare of fifteen hundred persons of Japanese originm in
our project -- men, women and children -- you pleyed a key
part in our dispersal and relocation programme, Your
analysis of the employment skills end physical and mental
condition of these people with your consequent recommendation
to them as to the Eastern relocation centre for which they were
best suited and your success in getting them to relocate
voluntarily to those relocation centres were highly important
factors in our successful dispersal programme,

I wish you much success in the new field of endeavar
that you have chosen, Give to your new work the same quality

. of thought, the same loyalty and dependability that you have

demonstrated to us and you can't halp but achieve outstanding
results,

Yours very truly,

J. F. MacKINNON,
Commissioner of Japanese Placement,

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-1-56-4-6
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JUSINESS Al Prulsasiuig, weseso .
{ naturalization requirements and no right
e — not even for Nisei, the se cond-

ration Japanese born in Canada.

me elements of the Japanese-
,dian community did favor

n's wartime policies, but

s was no evidence of subver-

Cal iy LD accepi g EUVETHIELIL S Ualtes e
“yoluntary repatriation” to Japan.

Hirose returned to Steveston in 1951 and crewed
on fishboats until he could buy his own. The fish
company helped with an interest-free loan because,

he says, even before the war Japanese workers

were respected.
sWe're hard-working people, and honest.” says
Hirose. - .

at there was a growing out-
sgainst the J apanese-tanadi-
ommunity. A number of B.C.
ticians led demands for
ulsion.

rime Minister william Lyon
‘kenzie King doubted
anese-Canadians presented a
aat, but for him their fate

; a side issue in Can ada’s

ser war problems.

“or advice, he relied largely
Pensions Ministerfan e
ckenzie — a Vancouver MP and R i : :

\o Japs from the ﬁbckies to the sea’ was :elééj_(ion'f sl;__.o'g"an in C.

4h
g
i

< John Nihei. His son Alfred rose 1@
_the.rank of major in Canada's air™ & *
‘force before dying of leukemia in 7
“optatagedt - oo

]
f
i i :

W e —  were they going to do apainst Canada®” - ~_'The choice between going to Japan or east of the
A = - — In March 1945, the federal government presented ' Rockies divided the oceypants of the internment
VANCOUVER 12.000 Japanese-Canadians living jn B.C. camps witha . . canips. Co ' :
argaret Hayward arrived at the internment- choice: permanent dispersal east of the Rocky Moun- i Many [ssei — first-generation immigrants — were efmn-
camp known as Tashme in August 1945, the tains, where thousands had already gone, or “repattia- bittered by their treatment or believed Japanese propa-
month atomic mushroom clouds brought a tion” to Japan after the war ended. ; ganda broadcasts picked up on banned shortwave ra-
Those in the camps had lost all their prewar posses- dios. They signed up for repatriation. -
Teenage and adult Nisei — second-gefieration, born in

sudden end to the war with Japan.
Tashme remained open until late 1946, becoming a sions, sold by the government's Custodian of Enemy
- : C_annda, with rio emotional ties to Japan — wanted to

-aging area for the wyoluntary” deportation of thou- Property. )
ands of ethnic Japanese — half of them born in Canada. Roy Miki, a Simon Fraser University professor in- stay.
Hayward was 24 when she accepted ajobasa social volved in the campaign that led to Ottawa’s official apolo- By mid-August, almost half of Canada’s ethnic
;orker at Tashme, built in 1942 near Hope, B.C.,, 150 kiloo gyand compensation in 1988, says the property sales Japanese population had signed for repatriation.
netres east of Vancouver. She was oné of 20 whites ad- were part of a plan to ensure Japanese-Canadians never But when the war ended, thous ands renounced their
ninistering to about 1400Japaneaerﬂanadians. returned to the coast. . signatures. Backed by civic and church organizations fi-

Studying at the Unive rsity of British Columbia before For instance, before the salie, Japanese berry farmers nally speaking out against the federal gove mment’s poli-
he war, Hayward had got to know J apanese-Ca nadian were prevented from leasing their land to neighboring ey, most won their fight to remain.

farmers. ¢ About 4,000, including 2,000 Canadian-born Japanese,
m to license these did sail to Japan in five ships starting in May 1946,

students, so she had no fears or prejudices.
She had her doubts when the federal government, “The government did not want the
pressured by B.C. politicians, labelled the entire 22,000 farms to whites because then they (the J apanese) would “Who can say how many of those sleeping in the vil-
member Japanese-Canadian community a security risk come back,” says Miki. lage (Tashme) were born and raised in Canada?” Hay-
i ‘The policy’s advocates did nothing to hide their goal. ward wrote in her serapbook in October 1845, “And yet
we are sending them back to the land of their forefa-

and uprooted it from the coast of British Columbia in
1942, The people cooped up at Tashme for three years “Let our slogan be for British Columbia: ‘No Japs from
were clearly no threat, she says. . the Rockies to the sea,’” 1an Mackenzie, a Liberal cabi- thers.
{0 the camp on stretchiers — net minister from Vancouver, told his renomination « Are we protecting our democracy or are we breaking
down what it stands for?”

“We had people who came in
meeting for the 1944 election. He was re-elected.

and left on stretchers,” she says.

“Now, what in the world

SotrceikKei Mational 1
wirtrr nikdceimuseum org .
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