AT

R £ A
i o -

AT 4

R i T
1 3
ARy =

Source: Mkkek National Musetrr, 2( ezt
wndndr Nikkel museUm.org .



GO0 NRNTERTS
INTZ0DOCTION . . = . - . 1
PART ONE
THE JAPANESE IMHMIGRATION INTO CANALA ; : 2
P ART T w0
HISTORICAL SURVEY. OF THE JAPANESE IN BASIC INLUCIRIES . &
Part Played By The Japanese In The Fishing Industry . . &
oalmon Fishing :
S2lt Herring Producticon
Ealt Salmon Production
The Adventures on the West Const of Voncouver Island
Cod Fishing _ : :
Generzl Tendonecy of the Jopanese Employucnt in Fishing
The Number of Jzpanese Fishermen cnd the Estimate of
Thair Investments in 1933-34 (in certzin branches)
Labourers And Enterprisers In The Lumber Industry ; . 13
Japanese in Mills
Jopanese in Logging
., Their Hovoment Inte Agriculturc g : . . : 18
The Froser Valloey
The Okanogen Valley
Other Centres of the Interior
Vencouver Island
The Jzpanese in Hining . i . . : : 24
The Jzpanese In Railrocaing . u : . ; i 25
F ART THRER
CANADIANIZATION OF THE JAPANEGE . . : 28
Charecteristics Of The Japonese Immigronts Anc Their
Influcnce Upon The Rising Gencration 3 : . . 27
Changes In The Religious Life Of The Japanese . 2 5 29
Institutions In The Life OFf The Joponese In British Columbia 32
The Socisl Service THork In The Japanese-Conodian Society o a5
Japoansse Conadizns And Canada's War Effort < i A1
CONCLUSION . % 4 : . . Ady
-REFERENCE ; : ) . & . 4 . 45
B. Stagistics snno statements of focts in the fellowing work
are subjzct to correction.
1
i
5

AT i Fi g . | T i L i




R o e A [ et O

The Japanese in Cenada have been in many ways a signi-
ficant recial group in the process of Canadian life. Ac-
cording to the Dominion Census of 1931, there were 23,342 v
Japanese out of the total Canacdlan population of 10.37
millions. Of these, lz,26]1 iersons vwere Japan-born znd
11,081 were Canadian-born who were popularly called the
Second Generation, or Wisei, by the Japenese. A& con-
spicuous fact revealed by the census figures was the con-
centration of these people in British Columbiz. Actuzlly,
22,205 Japanese were residing in the Provin.g, whllg the
remsining 1,137 were diffusec auwong the White Canzdians in
the prairie ano the Eastern provinces. Of that number,
10,728 comprised the Canacians of Japanese orTigin.

Though numerically unimportant from the stanupoint of
the Dominion, they have been the object of diver: eriticisms
by the pzople of Britich Columbia. In the days of their
impigration, they have been subjected to anmoying re- trictions
in an attempt to bar thein from entering Cenada. Eecause of
their higher birth rate, they are feared by some politiclans,
press writers, end narrow patriotic deuogogues, because of
what they are pleased to term "the peaceful penctration® of
the Frovince. Further, on account of their origin, character- .
istiecs, and general cultural background, they are ostracised
from the seocial and political spheres of Canaciar life. L
Paradoxicaly, being industrious and c¢iligent in their work,
thoey scem to be the source of impcnuing menace to cconomic
lifc of =ome Cansdians.. So the 111 will is divcetec toward
the Jaljanese, often motivatec by lgnorance, projucice, anc
sucylclon.,

However numcerous may be the charges of this naturc
zgainst the Japanese in Cenada, and even 1f they are justi-
fiable to certain extert, they cannct be zzic to rejresent
a fair description of the Japaiesc in this country, especially,
when most of these mecusations arc basec on nebulous, inper-
fect, end incomplete data. Mor-cover, factors thzt may be
considered s more corgonial teo the nationel lifc of Cencdéa
seer to have becn totzlly welipscd in face of vearicus mis-
leading statemcnts corcerning Japenesc.

The fellowing summery is writtien, therceforc, in a hope
te prescent facits relating to the part played by the Jopaness
in the development of Canadian Comwonweilth. Furthermere, :
it is highly desired that better relations betwiocrn tho Japa- .
nese and the Cansdiaon: of other raeial groups woule Tollow as
a result of inercasce knowledge of such facts walch may e
cesipneted as factors of contributions by the Javanose of
this country.

The first part of this study consists of stotoments
rolating to sowe historioal facts of the Jojpancse imsigration
into Canada. The sccond part comi'piscs geseriptions of
various activitics of this group in the malor industrics of
Cancdn,., The third déscribez somé phases of azsginmilation
i the Japancsc

The materials of -this sumnery dre largely confined o
the stodics on sa Tz cariled out in British Columbiz. for
there o 1.tle corcerning the Japanise in

ther provine.s oi the Deminlon. Moreover, the Jipancsi in
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i FLTEYLEY  THEIGRATIONR:: THTO CANADA

A generzl cutline of the course of the Japanese
immigration into Carade may serve to come extent in forming
a picture of the first phase of the raclal relations eycle.

For more tran wwo centuries from 1638 to 1854, Japan
pursued a poiizy of closad doors, exnceptin: the admission
of a few Dutch zvd Chisszse traders. But her seclusion from
the rest of “he world zame to an end when Commodore Perry
of the Umited Etatez Havy forcibly perswaded the Government
of Japan to adopt iha policy of an cpen door and success-
fully negotiatsd & treaty to have her ports opened for
trade. The next year, Great Britain, Russla and Heollend
took similer action. Likewise, other countries estzblished
treaties with Japan within the next few years. In 1858,
the United States zgain took the legd in negotisating the
first commergial treaty with Japan. One of the provisions
was an agreenent whereby each country was to grant to the
citizens of the other, the right to migrate end settle in
its territory. Agzin, other countries, including Great
Britain, Russia &nd Folland followed the example of thelr
predecessor. Thus +his tresty became & very important
gvent in the annals of Japanese irmigration into the Morth
american Continont, theough actuslly the general movement
of immigrants did rot commence until 1885. Tha recson WES
that up to 1834, the fovermnment of Japan did not allow the
labouring class teo coigrate from their country. In the
next year, it gave pcrmission to this class to leave the
country, for the Japenase Government had signed a conven-
tion with the Hawaiian sugar planter permitting them to
import Japanese labourers for their plantations in Hawaii.

The history of the migration of Japancse to Canada may
be divided inteo four periods as rollows:

1885-1900; 1901-1907; 190B-1928; 1929 and cnward.

The first period is marked by & relatively unrestricted
flow of immigrants into Canada. The second period witnessed
the highest peak of Japancse Immigration in the closing
year, and also the enzctments of provineial restrictions
prevalent during the time. The last two periods were
charecterized by a sharp drop in the numbsr of Japanese
immigrants. This declinc was due to both Dominion and Prov- el
incial =zection.

Although the accurzte date of the coming of the first
Japancse is not known, word has boen passed down to the
prosent in the Japanesa community thet a certzin fisherman,
named Hagano, wss the first Japanese in British Columbiza.
Fut the rocord shows that the first Jepanosc [isherman eanme
to Steveston in 1827, To his amszoment, this mon found
hordes of salmen in the Fraser River. On his roturn to his
netive land shortly efter, he spread the news of the pros-
pective opportunity in Cenade. Soon & movement of Jzpancse
into British Columbiz wies initizted. By 1836, their number
‘hzd riscn to 452. At tha ond of the first period, the
Japanose populacion 7 ne province was ¢otimoted to be

i ty of these immigrents has come to
=

garound 4,;500. The me
the new couniry i : of improving their cconomic




stetus, and were partially satisfied as they Tound employ-
ment in the fishing industry, in the lumber incustry, 1in
the mining and reilway industries.

Even in this period, Canadian fear of the Japanese
influx 125 aroused. As sarly as 1891 there was an aticmpt
made by the miners in the Vanccuver Trades and Labour Coun-
. cil to effect a measure prohibiting the Jananoase, as wall
as Chinese, from working in the mines. In 1895, an
amendment to the B. C. Voter's Act excluded Orientzls anc
Indians from the voter's list. In view of the situation
the Covernment of Japan had taken the action tec rastrict
the emigration of its subjects to Canada. After 1895, it
was necessary to obtain the permission of the Japanese
Government to emigrate. EBEut this new law did not chack
appreciably the exodus of Japanese, for in 1900 some
2,700 landed at Victoria, drawing the attention of the
whites. Agein, Japen toox a step forbidding entirzly the
emigration of Japanesec subjects to Canada, for the time

being.

The second peried, 1901 to 1907, is the most interesting
onea of all, for it wes at the end of this periocd that a
dramatic outburst of an anti-Japanese movement was displayed
and alsc in this pericd, the provincial authorities wore
very active in introducing restrictive measures.

From 1901 to 1904, the nuaber of Japanese immigrents
was almost at a stendstill. The one outstanding reason for
this state was already stated in the above paragraph.

The succcssive onactments by British Columbia Legislature
to provent the entrance of Jzpancse immigrants into their
territory were mullified or interfered with by the Dominion.
For twice in 1897 cnd 1898, the Provincial Legislature
introduced z Lzbour Regulation Bill, designed to prohlbit
employment of Orientzls in the work reguiring franchise.
Each time, upon the protest by the Japanesec suthorites,
the Dominion CGovernment disailowed the legisletion.
Similarly, soverel r gulations passed by the Provineial in
1899 were effectively interrupted. In 1900, what appeared
to be the culminction of the unrest against the Jopanese
took shape when the Legislesturc passed an Immigration Let
on the Natzl model and zlso the Labour Regulation Act.
Adgzin intercepting, the Dominion Government disallowed the
chapters 11 and 14 of the Statutes of 1900.

Anothzr reason for the temporary cessation of Japanese
immigrants .:toc Canada was & complete mobilizetion of man-
power avalleble in Japan for the war against Bussia. Thus
the Japanese desiring to emigrate to Canada were not
permitted to lezve until eome time after the close of the
war. Still znother recson for this situation has been
given in the preceding paragraph, namely, the action ef the
Japanese Government to prolibit Jopanese emigrating from
their country, at lsast for the time being.

After 1905, the flow of immigrants to Canada reverted
tn its former course. In the same vear, 345 centerad into
the Province. Therezfter their number increzsed by leaps
znd bounds; 1922 in 1906, =na 2,042 in 1%07. The sudden
influx was due to the arrival of Jopanese from Hawaii.
This phenomenzl increasz, together with the indignation aof

¥
the Whitcs at the interiorence of the Dominion Government,
s slready cited, and their fear of invasion by Asiatics
into their occcunationnl Tields, czused the hoztility of

&

White labourers ageinst thesg nescomers.
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Under the influence end.leadership of the Anti-
Asistic League, the feeling of antzgonism came io = head
znd resulted in the riots in Vancouver in September 1907.
4 mob of White labourers attacked the Chinese and Japanese
guarters and inflicted heavy damage upon them, breaking
window glass and injuring perscons.

The Canadisn Government immediately took contrel of the
situation, offered an apology to the Government of Japan,
arnd made reparations to the victimer of the riots. Thus the
whole affair was settled diplomaticelly and directly tetween
Jepan and Canada, without the detour of referring the matter
to the British Government.

I-view of the critical nature of the anti-Japanese
feeling as demonstrated by the riot, the Govermnments of
Canada and Japan conferred for negotiations to make zdjust-
ments regarding the immigration &greement. - As a result of
this conference, the Hayashi-Lemieux or Gentlemen's Agree-
ment in the form of letter from M. Hayashi, the Foreign
Minister of Japan, to Mr. .Rodelphe Lemieux, the Labour
Minister representing Canada, was reached in December 1907.
By this agreement, Jzpan was to limit the number of passports
issued to male labouring immigrents to a maximum of 400, but
bonz fide students, merchants, and tourists from Japan werc
to be admitted freely to Canada. As before, wives, parents,
children of resident Japanese also-belonged to the same
category. A limit wzs put on the number of immigrants for
domestic service nnd for farm labour, The second pericd had
thus come to an end.

At the beginning o the third peried, the Japanese who
_entered Canada were g&s many 23 6,945 for 1908, but as few
as 312 for 1909. Two facts chiefly account for this differ-
ence between those two years. First, the Hayashi-Lemiew
Apreement did not become effective immediately. Secondly,
the Japanese CGovernment had no contrel over its nationals
emigrating from Hawaii., They were checked by Canado
refusing their entry inte her territory unless they possessed
passports issued by Japan. In the years 1909 and aiter,
Eheleffect of ‘the Agreement is definitely merked as in the

able.

4 MALE JAPANESE IMMIGHATION TD CANADA, 1907 - 1934
YEAR NUMEER YEAR NUMEBER
1908 6945 1922 140
09 312 23 141
10 04 24 184
3 [ 170 25 182

S 322 ] 11 mos. 114
i H) 252 : 27 total LTS
14 354 28 . it LT8
15 191 ; 29 it 168
16 148 30 i 188
17 301 31 7O
18 459 3z 32
19 584 44 52
20 280 a4 L,
21 145

Tnn the above table, the years 1918 snd 1919 show an
excess over the guota of 400. But they were in comformity
with the Agrcement, since some c¢lasscos of lmmigrants were
not included in the cuota.
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Unsatisfied with the curtailment of Japanese immigrants
+pought about by the Centlemen's Agreement, and alsc some-
what alarmed at the noticeable increase of the Jzpanese
population, the Province of British Columbia continuec
agitation against the Jespanese in the Province except during
the War.

% POPULATION OF JAPANESE IN CANADA

1901 4,738
1911 3,021
1921 15,868
1931 23,342

In the meantime, the Dominion passed a new Immigration
Act in 1910. The new Act appeared to be non-discriminative,
as it applied to immigrants from every country, nevertheless,
by Section 38, the Government reserved the power implieod
that the Canadian Government might r=fuse Japanese from
entoring the country.

There were also other numercus expressions of anti-
Japanesa feeling. One was a famous Neill Bill which was
introduced in the Dominion Parliament on May 29th, 1922.

It was purported to exclude Orientals. However, the BEill
was dropred after the second reading at the following
sessi.r when it was again introduced. MNeanwhile, the
Dominion Government hazd been negotiating with the Japancse
Government for restrictions of immigrants. The new arrange-
ment agreed by both parties in 1924 limited the number of
contract labourers, domestic servints, farm hands, to 150.
The CGentlemen's Agreement of 1928 still narrowed entry of
the Japanese immigrants though the number wes maintained at
150. In this agreement, wives and children of resident
Japanese, domestic scervents, and agricultural labourers
were included in the limit. The total effect of these
restrictions was eclearly reflected in the years after 1929.
Japanzse immigration te Canada has wecome only nemincl in
the recent years.

(5)
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HISTORICAL SURVEY OF TER JAPANECE IN BACIC JWDUET RIES

Almost from the berinning of the immigration of the Japa-
nese into Cana‘a, because of the lack of capital an® owing to
the nature of these iumiprants, the Japansse had been engajed in
the more primary industries. Their ignorance of language and
customs ha® compelled them to enter into those fields where a
small degree of training, skill, and knowleCge were required.
Thus in the early pericd of their settlement, they had establish-
ed themselves in the fishing, lumberin:, mining, and railroacding
industries. -

It was not until a generation or so later that they began
to shift into other fields. When the yressure of competiticn
had noticeably been felt by the Japanese fishermen, they sought’
their livelihood in the agricultural industry. Later, when the
Japanese population in British Columbia increased, their sphere of
economic activities expanded to include trade, commerce, finance
and transportation.

I. FART PLAYED BY THE JAPANLSE IN TEE FISHING INDUSTRY

The importance of the fishing in“ustry of British Columbia

in the economy of Canala cannot be over-emphasized. In 19%&,

B. C. led all the provinces in the Dominion in respec o =]

grgﬁuctinn of fisheries wealth, as indicated by the fipur=:
elcow.

g

The wvalue of the fisherizs - products of Canada totalle”
$36,976,294, During thet year, B. C. prgduced the same to the
value of $16,155,439 or 41 per cent of Canada's total. In 1938,
again British Columbis ranksA at the he:zd of the others, with
its fisheries products valued at $16,725,551.

An ocutstanding factor contributing to this situation is the
galmon fishing. In 1938, its prosfuction value amounted to
$14,544,126.

The Japanese have been closely connected with the Jevelop-
ment of the fishing industry in British Columbias since their entry
intoc Canada. They were first enpaged in the salmon fishing, gra- .
dusll heir a ] to different branches oi the

In the next few pages, an account of the esarly Japanese
fishermen is giwven.

SALMON FISHTIHG

The first Japanese Tishermen were found in Steveston in
1889, though on the earlisr date, two men, Sada and Waganc, wore
‘said to be engaged in the salmon gill-net fishing in the Frascr
Eiver. As these fisher-folk wore successfully cerrying crn their
business, word soon spread to attract more people. In 1888, the
population of the village had become 150. Ineidentally, in 1889
ﬁayakawu was grented a fishing licenso; probably he waes the first
T 2 4

dapansse to rocolive i




In 1887, one of the fishermen returncd to his native villaie
in Japan, and persuaded his friends anc relatives to enler upon
a new adventurc in Canada. In the ensuing y-ars, more Japancsa
fishormen immigrated into Canada and scttled af Steveston. By

1699, thc villapge populetion increascd to 2,000.

With the -ver growing number of fisheormen at Steveston and
along the Fraser near its mouth, therc srosc an important branch
of the fishing in%ustry. 1In 1876, a group of White pecple in-
itiated a camncry op-ration for cenning fresh salmen. The perion

hgwym_lﬂaa_a:m_m%_‘g_itn:ssut‘- a rapid expeunsion of fish can-
ning industry. In 1896 or thereabout, several cennerics ware
gsta-lished in the Fraser River area; the English Cannery in

Stoveston, two at La’ner, one at North River, and on at Canoe
Fass.

A growing community in Steveston scon found its:lf con-

- fronted with the problem of lcadership. In 18397, howcver,

it -scemed to have been partially solved when 2 hermen's
association was instituted with Honma at its f_acd. This
corganization continucd to function until May 1900 when the
socicty yielded its pla larger ipstitution, leanwhile,

through the ciforts of two trominent Japanesc, Ckamoto an’
Oyama, g hospital was erccted just in time to render s.orvice
to many Japancsc victims of an cpidemic of typhoid. The
hospital was cntirely financcd by the Japanesc though aicdzad
by tho Christian church:cs in other rospects.

it soon boceame ovient that the mors influential organ-
ization was ncoded for co-oporation and assistanec in order
to ronder offieiont scrvice. Conscquently in 1900, Steveston
i gn's Beng cicty was organlized and incorporatod
under the laws of British Columbia.

The story of salmon fishing in the Skcena River datcs
baek to 1890, when & Japancsc, named Yoshizawa, drow up a
plan to journcy northward from Vancouver in scarch of fishing
grounts. Yoshizawa suecccded in winning four of his compa-
tricts to accompany him. After a hasty preparation, & party
of five scot sail in a small row beoat. They had very small
gquantity of food and suppli-s, and rcliz? selely upon the
impcrfuct chart and maps. The party spont some forty days
on open sca, often their progross boing encumbered by in-
cloement wezathor.

“When these five mon had reachod thoe §kegns Biver, they
foun” that thc North Paeific Canncry was still in the midst
of its construction., Tharo were BO %hites an? 30 Indians 7
bocing omployed in the work; the five men wore lucky to obtain
jobs to supply fucl wood for the Cannery. 8ocon, threc of the
party left for Scattle, while the remaining fwo, Yoshizawa
an¢ Oikawa, continucd thoir work. Fortunately, in the summer
of the samc y:ar, thoy w.re hircd by the Cappury for fishing
galmon. Thus thoy had boeome the feorcrunncrs of the Japanosc
shermen in this area.

As the twe Toresaw the peossibility of groater cmployment
for Japancse, Oikawa roturned to the south. - At Victoria, heo
found scven mon who were on & scal-hunting schooner anchorod
near the town. He accompanicd thesc men north snd left thom
at Georgotown noar what is now Frinee Rupert. In the summor

of 4831, the four men including Oikawsa and Yoshizswa, werc
ipvited to fish for the Inverness Canncry on the Sicona Hiver,

They doemonsirated such a remarkablg abjlity in their work

L

that the menagcr of the canncry soent Uikawa to Lhe south for




gome mora men. He brought back four men from Victoria. This
WHE owed by sevaral others. In 1892, the Japancsc
hermen along the Skeens River numbsrod 80. Socn after,
many more followed.

% The Jepancse part in the development of tho fishing

industry in the district consisting of thc northern half of
the British Columbia mainland coast waters up to the Naas is
reviowe? in the following chronological order.

In 1893, the Rivers Inlect Cann:ry began its operation.
There were 6 or 7 Japancse, haadzsd by Noguchi, at this place
fishing. or working in the cannery. A numbsr of fishing
grounds was discovere¢d by the Japancse after 1900 along the
coast., In that ysar, Mukai and his partners foun’ one at
China Hat. Eeven ycars after, a party of 8 or 9 including,
Oikawa, Yoshizawa, and Ichihara, locatcd another premising
groun’ at Bella Bella. Fishing was also startad at Emith
Inlet. Other places whore the Japanesc fishor-folk cntored
into the industry wore Kissquit, Kingeome Inlet, Knight Inlet,
Alert Bay ané Clom Chu. These simple records indicate that
the Japanese had been engaged in the salmon fishing in the carly
pericd of the industry.

i

£ HERRING FRODUCTIO e

entirely controllced by the Japancse operators. Qver of the
arnual production everaging botween 30,000 tons an
is markeied through ° i crring Exportcrs, Ltd.,"
orgenization of the Japanosc enterpriscrs, to various coints

in china. The highest point of profuction was reichod 1n Tha
scason 192821929 whop 54,000 tons of salt herring valued

$2,200,000 were exported. The lowcst point pecurrad in the
scacon 1937-1938, producing 10,000 tons valucd iilj,gﬂﬂ.

Opcrations are chiclly carricc on at Galiano, and Pender.

The first attempt at tho salting of herring was made in
1877 by two Japancse fishermen, but it ended in failure.
Frevious to this expzriment, herring had been considercd as
worthlcss for food purroses. The Japancse, aftor being cro-

bited from reducing the fis o Tertil on 1 &

om. n 1902, a saltery was cstablished near
Nanaimo. In 1905, Tsuchiya, under contract with the Chinesec
‘“firm Sanki Company, began to oporatc a salt horring camp
an? shippe? the product to China. After many &”vorsitios
owing to lack of knowladge and skill in regard to the salting
process, they finally arrived at a stage of the industry
operating upon a paying basis. In this way, profuction :
mounted from year to year. In 1904, it was only 300 tons;
in 1907, 8000 tonsj in 1910, 27,000 tons; fell off from 1911
to 1918, but regained in 1919. ZThe sharp érop in the recent
ycars is due to the China affair. rEca

- &
SALT SALVCH FRODUCTION

In the fizld of 5

responsible for the boeginning of the : n 1596,
Scveral Tichermen 1NGIUNINE ONC namet Rayashi, s¢izcd the
opportunity for salting sslmon, whon thoey saw that a great
gquantity of fish, guite beyond the capacity of cxisting can-

ning cquipment, waes brought to the canncrics.. They Aceidad
to salt the oypess salmon and sept thow to Japsn., Accordingly,
in that ¥.ar, sgme 300 tons w.re produacad ant oxportoed to that

28
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country. This experinont, however, met a failure owing to

the inferior guality of the product. But these fishermen
gradually improved the guality and thereby built vp a2 geood

market in Japan. Durinz the early period of the industry,

the production of szlt salmon was 1000 tons in 18977 4000

tons in 19005 600C tens in 19023 and 8000 tons in 1905.

Froduction fell abruptly to 700 tons in 1916. In more recent
years, annusl procduction lies averazed 30,000 cases, each
containing 250-30C salted chums and weighing 400 lbs. In 1931

when the chum canninz ks reduced to a very slow poce, the
roducticn of salted chvms leuped to an all time recorc of
EE,GGG cases. The product is merketed at 514.00 teo $18.00

rer case through the Canacdian Herring Z:porters limited, to
yverious points in Japan. The chiefl centers of sult salmou

opsration are Steveston, the Coasts of Vancouver Island,

Alert Day, and other places. At present, scloon saltipns
is tepporarily ¢issllowed by fhe Covernment.

B

TEE ADVCDLETUR.S ON THE WSsT COAST OF VARCOUVER ISLALD

The discovery of new fishing zrounds end extension of
the older area on the west coast of Vancouver Island depen-
ded largely uvron the adventurous spirit and the courage of the
Jananese fishermen. The ornen szas on the west coast of the
Islanc are tempestuovs, therefore danzerous, and too stre-
macus for thoss fishermen who had confined therselvas to b
the toil within the inland eters. Furthermore, nature,
often inconsiderate of one's convenience, chooses such
environment to rrovide with multitudes of prizes sought
by man. In 1917, a Japanese buyer at Tofino, while plying
to ané fro, spotted several schools of pilchard and herring
in certcin outlying waters. This meant the possible presence
of &pring salmon, cohoes and chums. On his retvrn to the
fishing statien the buyer persuaded the Uhites and the
Indians to venture out to those outer walers. . Realizing thit
these people apparesntly hod no desire for this new exper-
ience, he had secured fwo ¥:*ovon--Iisk romen from Steveston
for the new undertakinz. The result exiceeded thelr expec-
tatiens. Zach had a cateh of fish walued at $1500 during the
scason of three months' durstion. The good news was soon
spread smong the Tisherfolk in Stoveston, and an cxodus of
fortune secksrs began.

In 1917, six Jepanes: fishermen fron Steveston ecamc to
Deluelet on the west coast of Vancouver Island and settled
there. Sinece then, the number of Japansse, who came out hers
and aleng the coast at Tofino, CGreen Cove, had so incrcased
%%at“ 1921 an ass i ' ormad at Ucluclst, named

- on & X 1
men ornted an improved methed of trolling which they
8d lzarn:d in Japan.

The cod iishing by Japcnese dates backt to 1351 whan Sakai
and three othors wore hired byea Swede to cngage in the fishin
of cod. off the coast of Queen Charlszstte Islands. Later in
1917 some Japancss wire said to ke trolling for cod in the
vicinity of Nanaimc and Seymour Harrows,

At presznt, the cod fishing in B, €. is carrlzd on by

Hhites apnd Japancse who are mombers of the 0. C, Cod Fis
mens!' Co-operative Assocliation. A skotel of this indust

15 pivcr bDelow.




éxists ig o relat shi

the “hitcs and the

wThe chiof loeality for cod fishing is tho Gulf of B&crgia,
thougn ihe west coast of Vancouver Island is anotiwr Tishing
ground for some fishcrmen. The season lasts from March 1 to

neecmber 31 SVery year. Aftor the Tishing season 1is concluded
{7 Thc Guil of Georgia, some fishormen proceed to the west
coast for a short period.

The average annual catch is 24 million pounds with the
merket value of 5¢ to 8¢ per pound. The ontire catch is first
brought to Vancouver and then Aistributcd for local consumpilion
or cxported to the United Statos.

The prosent membership of the B. C. Cod Fishcormens'
tssociation is sbout two bunhdred oOf hi-h one hundr<d and twoelve
Erc Japancsc. Lach investis approximately §1.,000 1 the ar-

fustry for a boat and Tishing acccssori.s. His avaragc
sross incomc is eround £1,200 and enjoys a fairly goo

_stand&rd of living.

W,
T

A special cmphasis was lai”® upon the fect that there
i ip and truc co-op.ratiom botweon
crmei.

apanesc fis

GENERAL TENDENCY OF THE JAPANESE
EMELOYMENT IN FISHING

In respeet to the number of Japancsc fishermcn and their
liccrees, there has beon a progrossive climination from the
fishing industry of British Columbia in spite of the fact
thet the Japancsc had been contributing to the development
of the industry.

cace and
hepriness wi =9isn Tishermen. IThcy hac allus ’%"
SheTatter In thoir work, introrucing new methods of fishing,
improving fishing bozis, and Aiscovering now Tishing Erounis. 1
But this statc had comc to an end after 1906, for in the ycars i
following, i : “hites copa - Enosc

became acutc and bitter. The movement, nowaver, did pot gaturc |
{Tto an active climinction of the Japancsc fish.rmcn until 1%22.°

Baforc proceeding further to examinc the various steps
taken by the Dominion for the climinatien of the Japanesc
from the fishing intustry of B. C., the summary of the numbor
of liconces issucd to thesc people botweon 1896 end 1922
will give & pisturc of the Japancse gxpansion in this ficld.
In 1886, 452 liconces were grantcd to the Japanese; in 1901,

B g ssus O : o] : TC
= 1 at cp a ligenac sstimetod owvoer
4000 Japancesc werc actuall articipating in this incustry.
o numbur Tomaince more or loss stable Ior the noxt fow
vears, but after the cenclusion of the Russo-Japancse dar,
there was a sudden jnercase in tho industry owing to the
influx of Japancse izmigrants into Canacda. It is sai® that
bitgecn 1905-1900, almost”38E of the Jeponcse fishormopn dn
1634 hed cntered the industry. puring the war thedir mugb.r

incroascd owing to tho grector comand for food. In 1919,
the Jepancgc cmployment in the ficld rueschod the hipghcst
toak whon they ro-cived 3,267 liecnecs.

With this mounting number of Japanusc fishermen, tho
agitetion was resumed by tho hites.  Thoey complaincd thot
the Oricntaols were throctening to frive the Thitcs from tho
basiec industry. GConscguently in 1920-21 some uiner actlons

(10)
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worer tokon by Lh, Dominion. In thoeso yoors, the numboer of
1ieconscs: issucd fo tho Japenos, w2 ¢Am1 gd te that of 1919
In 1922, thL selmon trolling licenscs to the Joaron:ss wora
dfgTecs.d by 33 por cunt, In th. sime yosr, thg Dritish
Columpic rishorics Commission, ho:dc? by Jilliam "mis, ZLF.,
WE2E oppointen by the Dominion Covornmoent Lo Investiecsts the
fis-ing situation in British Columbiec, Tho rorort of tho
MEMMIESion focoliiencad thoe rocuction of the numboer of liconsos
j=gu.d to the Jepenos., sg tnet the Thit.s aad Inclan- wouls
¥e T.ator.” to o rominint LoOSILION AN thoe rishery. Accorcdins
¥o thic T.commoncotion, oll th. liecns.s issucd to other then
Thito British wbjuects ind Inficns, ip 1923, woere to be 40
pireont loss than the number issuod in 1922, cxewpt th.
{FoITInE licchacs, which y.re to be uncizg ;rbvﬁ; th.r. should
Ye no reduection in 1924, but 15 percent reﬁuﬁt' ues o
gffected in 1929. The Department of Harine anc Fii“‘ B,
Tecognizing the recommend:tions, refuced in 1923 the I;__“.L-EI‘

af stlmon gill net licenses iszsueé to other than “hite Sritish
Bubjects on® Indisns. Actually, the poliey fzile” to zchieve

~ . " 3%s.objectiva, JIn 1925, veccuse there were no ~efinite
e Yegiriea by T the T Commission regording the reducticn ol

licenses in the future yerrs, the delect Ztanding Tommittee
ofi Fierine ond FPisheries met to discuss the guestion of
— fature “'11ﬂ;. They recormen’ed "thit th censes issued to
other then thite men and Indicns tc be reduced percen
of" the rumber issuec in 1926, ond the same recuction in ecsgh
pture vesp s0 THOT THESS LLCEﬂH”E gil] he entiraly confined
o Thitez and Indicns. "o

|_.|

Thig recommendation wos cJopted by the Department zn’
earried cut until 1927 when it was halted pending the de-
plsion of the legsl proceedling instituves apanese.

In other branches of the fishing in'usiry, similer
poliey of the Covernment wos :ccordcﬁ to the Joranesed.

-Id,_ v

e 5 Fh rinf tﬂtL1 = 1h*nht1 n of the Japznese from the

i *ielr  fisheries, emated Association of
J;p_nasc Fishermen e o cvcﬂtoﬂ renecvolent fishermens'
Aesogictlon s:=nt two ”elc ates to Ottous in 4o hope of ob-
‘todning o more lenient trectment of the Jopanese fishermen.

lothing wos uCCDmkllbﬂQP They have mode several attempts
e to zllevicte the eritical situation of thesc fishermen, but
ek T oll were to no aveil.
ol nﬁmnt upp*“leﬁ ¥o tho Prlvy Council

in the lanpuspge of the legislotion thet might imply that the
Federsl Minjster had the discroetionary power to grant or with-
hold 2 license from ¢ Conntian citizen. Accordingly, from 1927
te 1930, the refuction of the licenscs hes been suspended.

: hut 1t _Lé Aismi S"Cﬂ or: gruund that. there was nothin g}

But in 1930. the Daportncnt of Maripe opd Pisheri..

5 ay .
nouneed thet the roliosy oi reldoips tho gumper of jiceiscs issuad i
Lo Orther tha ns would be resumed in 10931, It i

Was not ¢ it for the Govornment aceedcd
to the pot rmen and the Jhite supporters

Sour
il Nikkelmuseum.org
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;as the reducticn of the number of boat pullor's licensos

, _ssued to Jzpoinesc Tish-Tmorn. 10 1930, GhG becrecsc VWoS
1. i of the number issucd in the previous yoar, aps_in 1939,
. %of-that issues ] T3f, This policy of raduetion,
Towovalr, Wis temporarily suspended in 1540. %

i ;
" TEE NUMBER_OF JAPANEEE FICHERMEN AND THD EETIMATE &
OF TECIR INVESTILHTE IN 1933-34 ( IN CERTAIN BRAICHES )

The Jzpanzse Tishermen @i tributed right =zlong the coost
British Columbia, comprising the three Aistricts, number
2, and 3, the divisions set by the Dupartment of Fisherics.

_ r 6 theoir number in B. l 028 togother with ol
rrey, o oSy Jopanese LG e ned soldiers, while there werc 3.4 9 In“12ns,
L Ak . ing 9,178 Thite fishermcn. @

o EREE 1 - irt Ho. 1 consists of the Fraser System en” tho Culf

.., of:Georgiz. The |centre of this district for the Jaronese

fishermen is Stevezfon. Here, t@g_pcﬂulation in 1934 was 1495,
: e i is o 2 in buSIinceESs BN

ndents. Lho Lotel

his town irn 1934 in

cpproximetely

P ¢ Distriect ¥o. 2 covers the arcs ineluding the nerthsrn
half of the British Cclumbia mainlcond cosstal waters, the
Waas and Skecna Rivers. The rumber of Jopancse in this dis-
triet in 1933 to 34 was 811. Many of thesg pecople do not

e ; 25 p.ormenently in the ecentros where they hove chosen to
s | toke up the work in Tishing, but return to_thoir homes in
e ¥ Vancouvaer, and vieiniiy, or to scek worx in lumber mills and

g farming. Tho_total valuw of investment in fishing equipment
fari wos octimoted 2t $390,000 in 1%932.

3y T District Ho. 3 ineludes the waters surrounding the <:ist
: ' and west consts of Vencouver Island. The Japancsc numboring

i 4 wore cngeged in fishing along the west ceoast of
the Island, Ucluelet being the phicf eentre. The majority
of Japancse arce engsfcd in szlmen trolling, whilc salmon and
herring sclting hos bocn one other important branch of fishing
; .. -~ in this éistrict. In 1932, the total capital investment
) B ey 3 i on o dosh 2 the Islond wos soid

o to be $1,0109,000. These sslterics om loyed 208 Whitc lobeourers

: and apenose in the same yeor. The Jopanose fishermen
PR in Ugluclet ors wWoll OTEENLEG sving institutecd the West

. Coast Fishermon's issociation which is open to all fishermen
¥ gl cny rice. The associcticn is:2n ccornomic co-oporeiive
with roeponsibllily o morkoL TOc coteh of oll tho fishermen
who are membors.

~_ Before concluding this scction on the Ja nnesc fishermen
in B, C., & fow paragraphs may be written describing somc
chorcetoristies of these fishermen. First Jopanasc f'ishermen
oro pdmitted hy mong Shdko ficshorgen, eannors, an politiclans,
EEL} thev oro probobly the most inustricus and T 1edcnc
Sorkers op the coost. Thoy knew the tides, currents, tom-
Eer:t:rcs of thc wat:r, cnd winds. 1II they lock knowloalgo,
thoy cro very <rper to loarn. Besidos, they are low-nbiding
eitizaens, faithful do ghscrving tha fishory ropulatlions.

0L 165 prosceuticne undor the Fish.rics Act in 1933, onlv &
cifcnecs, or 4.0 BT cony, woTc committod by tho JLponoss,
tASCER Thoir Taro.r Wis 16.57 [o. cfal Bf tiz total.”

e ——— el
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_sir: to eo-gperats wits anyone
«ithowhom th.y com. 1in contfet, ond often fro.ly Eilven tholir
i -pd moncy for o humcnitorian act. An ineifunt oeeiETrd

.rhe Jopancse hrve shorm o

simes : : :
in April 1938 noir Scturns Islcnd which will illustr .t the

-sint. 4 Conodian mecmbor of the B, C. Cod Pishormen's ~o-
yperative Associction ho” disapn.cor.d off tha south of =hot
re1and, whilc cngoge” in fishiag. As soon 25 the ropert had
ropchot. the oth:.r_ fishormen of the Assoeciction, almest -ntire
Jopancsc members (112) jeined o scereh gorty and spont mnny
d-ys in thc Gulf to loc-tc the lost membew, though fir- 21¥
shoy he? to cbandon the scarch./¥

" pnothor occurrinco r . lotié by Nr. 4. H. Lych. tco fi=.  H.
sumi-a at Ucluclct serves to doplet the ~horaetoristic =f tho

J:pancsc roferrecd.

4= mOne day in 1927, Mr. Lychu's son failod to re wrr. from
tha Tishing grounds ot his usucl tima about &:00 P.M. Ur.
Lyehsé, sroctly worricd, went to his white ncighbours i-te ot
night ingquiring if anyonc hed s.cn the boy. None had. how=
~ver; ané thcy sought to convine. wr. Lychc thet the Loy
~ould roturn socon. Not satisficd, howzver, ho wunt to the
J=pencso in the next cove, and mede incuiries. One of the
Japenese hod scen the boy roturning quite oorly so thot =
tragudy scemed appar.nt. Accordinglr, the ontire Jeponose
rlest of fifty-two boats from six senttored coves eolled up
-nd lining up in & row, nseistad by a fow Thite fish.rmcn,
begen a scarch of the inlit. Aftor a f-% hours, som. of thc
=thite fishcrmen roturned home, but the cntire Japancse fleet
ssorchod for two days and nights for the boy, ieaving the fish-
ing grounds cntircly to tho Whitos. At lonst, as the seorch
continucd out into thc open sca, the bedy of the boy wos
found foT out by a Jopcnese fisherman, ond orought bock home.
At tho funcrzl, praetically the cntire Jopencse populstion
turncd out to do honour to th son of the mon who h-~ zloys
triated them henourcbly and justly./s

iy
II. LABOURLRS ANT_ENT RPRISERS **
: TN TEE LULBER INTUSTRY

i The history of the Jopencsc labourcrs in lumbcring in

:riE%Eh Columbiz is contomporcncous with thot of the Jepanosc

in fishing. MNercover, both industries hovo boen elosely

21licd, cven from tho ¢erly days, in th. cconcmic cetivitics

of the Jopencsc immipronts in the Provinecc, for fish .rmen

?surlly found their jobs 1g_lgmyg;in£,dnx1;§r1he of f-5CosS00, “
éﬁiiﬁ.mlxl;ﬂgzgcrs oft .n chonged thoir ccoupold tr fishin
Hewever, the common coursc of the Joponese immigrants putside
of thc fish.r-folk, woe to .nter as labouring honds into the
lumbor in‘ustry. :

B T?E iiﬂnﬁﬁﬂ' mowed into this £iald dp lorpe nucbold only
z=ror 1300, Tntil than, proportion of thelr smploymont S
;:_-‘-—,F_:T‘.EJ.:{-'..'H. ks oarly os 159;'.1 somo 60%or 70 Joprni.Bo L T
e be working in - s:wmill in Voneouvsr, though nonc
;ZS:FF re., These poopls were well ruceived bBY thoiT cmploy.ry
e Sl B infustricus -nd willing workors. IY 7] tho
i::i?ﬂ55 Tg?kurs 2 .re .stimited to be 460 in 2. C. Thoy w.ro
mostly mploycd [0 WOrk T-Quiring TIIL . shiTl, such 08
Edadffy IOETINE EEE Gnloncing lumb.rs or clioiTanlg gradust.
rrom 1502 to 1905 thoir numbor fi¢ not Lxeocd mAny LAT 460,




The yoo

aors botwoon 19205 -nd 1908 hod shown a greater
inefcase of Jopesnesc weorkors, cn account of the influx of
immigrants from Jopan. But in the cnsuing years, the anti-
Joponcse agitation wos felt respecting the cmploymant of
Jepancse in this ficld. During the Greot Wor, thore wos o
sopnsidersbls inercasc of their number owing to tho shortoge
f labour. In 1918, they totalled 1,965 " out of 12,060
snecged in nll bronches ol the lumber industry. A slight
5¢¢1§nc merTked the perliod? from 1919 to 1924. 1In 1925, thore
mere 3,075. This number foll to 1214 in 1933, but rosc to

1940 in the yenr 1930 %

As regards wages of the Japanese in the lumbering in=-
dustry it is an interesting fact to note thet their wages,
though followed a gereral trend of business asctivities, have
been al#ays few cents less per hour than those pai? to {hites.
This disecrepancy will be cbserved casually in the following
pages. For present, a birds-eve view of the wages paic to
the Japanese given chronologically. In the e.rly immigrant -
days, wages ranged from 80¢ to 90¢ per fay for mill workers,
+1.80 to $2.00 for those in the logging industry. In 1906,
Japanese labourers earned 15¢ to 17¢ per hcur, while the thites
received 20¢ per hour. Wages for othrer periocds have elosely
followed in scme such fashiony during, the Great Wer, es-
pecially in the later years, - gtsincreased ito E0¢ per hour
for all workers, but dropped immediately after the sloze of
the war to 20¢ and 25¢ for Jaranese. In 1926, the Minimum
‘Jage Act brought about & raise to the minimum of 40¢ per hour.
Around the derression years of 19230-1932, wvages for Jaranese
gecreased to 20¢ par hour. The modifien Minimum Wage Law
of 1930 brought them up to 25¢ per hour. ecentl napese

™ y " =1

The Japanese ware-earners in the lumber industry have
peen emploved in mills-and logging camps situated in the
following districts, includinr cities, towns, and villages.
Lower Mainland - Vancouver, New “Jestminster, Fraser ¥Mills,
Mission City, along the Ceast of B. C., to the
North, #ocdfibre, Ocean Falls, on Vancouver Island, Fort
4lice, Port Alberni, Englewoc?, Roysten, Fanny Bay, Ladvsmith,
and Chemainus.

JAFPANESE IN MILLS

The City of Vancouver is the first locality in which
Japanese found their jobs &s mill hands. The Hastings saw-
mill, established in 1B66 snd one of the large mills in the
city, emploved 60 tc 70 Japanesze in 15890. ‘fhen ¥Ysmada suc-
ceeded Uchida in 1899, as boss of the Japs InIOVEES
: & was given the full responsibility of hiring
hi=s con m Y to s60. In 1919, there were actually 22U
Japanese working for the company. This roliey favouring

s3] span continued until the milT was finally
heir wages paif by this mill

e R H o E are =70

Tyy - x

luetuated as shovmn below.
1850-19G& 70¢ and 80¢ per day

1907-1908 &1. to $2.25 per dey

1509-1916 31

1917-1919 &2

" = - ]

... -de purchasing power of these
BUD-1906 and $3.00 for ch ol
qms 3

diivalent to §1.30

Actording
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5Pprcximatc1y 200, rfistributs’ among the mills listod--balaor,
fils,

lany. of thesc m however, hed ccased operation sometlime
bafore this study was carricc put .20

1.7 The Royal City Lumbcr ¥iil. This mill ha® beon in operaticn
for somo years and was clos.st in 1911. The slant ineludod
& sawmill, a glancr, an’ a factory. Thore wor. 6o Japa-
nose caployecs of whom & large number had been in this
mill for suven to nine years

om0

2 The Heaps Sswmill, Its oporation was Aiscontinucé prier to
the outbreak of tho Grest ‘er. AL ono tine 90 Ja; anssc
wors cmployed.

3. The British Columbis Lumbcr Company. In 1904, the Company
- yas ostablisho? with the investment of $500,000. Lator,
it was incorporatcé with its ecarital amountiing to $1,000,000.

Out of 220 cmployegs, 130 were Japan-sc. Jnen e, kackawa
was the foreman, those poopl. Wore oreanized intc a mutual

henzfit society. In 1907, as its fund had accumalatced to
the som of 5700, the organization “onated $200 to the City
Gencral Hospital, and cxpended ccortain amounts for bung-
volent purpos:s.

&, The Hastings Shingle an? Lumber Company. jiorc than fifty
years ago the Company bogan to operate the mills. In
1901, 12 Japancsc werc omploye?, latar 7O,

5. Other mills, oither ceasce? op.ration or 51111 in operation
inclufz: Red Codar, 30; South Shore Luwber,25; Vancouver
Sevmill Lumber Company, 703 Alberta Lumber Company, 70
Falsc Orcck Lumboer Com:zany, 18; Banbury Lumb.r Co., 70;
Rat Fortage, 70; Ceszadc, ©3 Paecific Box Mill, 10: Heap
Shingl. Kill, 12; Harbour Lumb.r, 45; alberta Shingle Lid
23 B. C. Fir and Cocdar Lumbcer (still in op.ration) 40;
Fobortson and Fackett, (still in cpraticn) 25.

The Fraser Hills loceted in the vielnity of Hew ‘estminster
have also provided emzloyrent for Japanese in the past as well
as present. 1In 1906, there were 30 Japanese. This number had
Encreased to 250 when the ownership of the wmill =as chanied.

The inerease was due largely to efforts of /atanabe and Tode,
ifter 1930, this number had croppe” considerably.

In respect to thelr wsges, the survey of 1934 revealed
thet in 1906 or thereabout, the Fraser Wills pai’ the Japanese
woerkers at the rate of 15¢ - 1%¢ per hcur, an” the whites
at the rate of 20¢ per hour for the same work. Before the dar,
wages slumpe’ 1o %-7.¢ per hour for Japanese, and 10-12¢ for #
dhites. uring the /ar, the wages were raised to 50¢ ver hcur
for ell workers, but Sropped agein to 20-25¢ per hour. There-
after the fluctuation of the Japanese wages closely Tollowed
the gereral trend of the wage curve, though thore had been
elways -some fifferentiaticn between those received by the
Jarenese an® by the Yhites.

o M B

On Vancouver Islan® vhere extensive lumbering is carried
on, many Japanese lavourers are to be found. One of the imror-

tant centres on the Island iz Chemalnus where Japanese ware

first emazloyed cver thirty-five yeers 3go. n 1905, there

ere 15 Japanese hore. ‘The pmejority of them were fishermen

} in f£ishi ' ] one GorLed
1] 8 Here Some

e 8 i e PR B e B e =
emainus, but in 1925,
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Too other large centres where Japanese form a large
ortion of employwent are ‘oo fibre and Qcean Falls, well

nown for rulp and paper wEnufacture. The Japanese Workers

n WooAfibre are practically all employees of B, C. Falp and
gper conpany, Limited. They [irst found their way to this

5en during the #ar.. In 1918, 59 were working in the mills:
v 1920, 100; by 1930, the total number of Jaranese employed
a5 230, but in 1934 it had decreased to 1b- o,

;orkine. The =ages Tor Japanese in 1934 was 25¢ per hour or

iore. At present the minimum of 414¢ per hour is being paid.

Tn Dcean Falls, many Japanese are enpleye? by the Pacifie
fi1ls Limited which wa: establishe? in 191%. The inforistion
{concernipg em: loyment and wages of Japanese and White norkers

in the Coupany) imparted to Mr. Sumica by the Seeretary of
the Japanese Jorkers' Asscciation, Ocean Falls, in 1934,
indicates some significance. ]

YEAR ,, NHO. OF JAFANESE ~ WAGuS N0, OF JHITES [AGRS

1917" 3505, 28%¢ per hr. 700  36¢ per hr.
19168 . 350 35 non 750 40 nom-
1919 350 35 o gs0 42 .
1920 375 38 "non s a2 mom
1921 375 38 noo B50 42 noo
1922 375 36 moon 550 42 noo
1923 350 . .38 noo 800 42 noon
1024 330 38 noon 800 42 nwoow
1925 300 38 mom 800 42 noon
1926 300 40 L Y50 45 A
192 300 40 U 750 45 noon
192 30U 40 noon 750 45 oo
1929 300 40 L 750 45 P
1930 280 36 noon 600 45 x4
1931 250 32 nom 550 41 non
1932 200 31 no 480 39 "
1933 1':;'5‘ 31 1 (1] l')'DG 39 1] 1
1934 185 33 L 520 41 n. o

In the above table, two interesting facis are obser-
vable. FEirst, throughout the periof frop 1917 to 1934, Lhe
Jaganese have receivel loler wages than the whites, a situ-
ation quite common in the lumber, taper and rulp incdustries.

T T ically no oistlacemenl ol
Thite employvess by the Japanese receiving lower wages.

One siepnificant fevelopment has taken place ament the
Japznese. in this town. Ipn 1937, in or’er to co-operate with
;FE ihites in matters of wages and_working conditions, these
iebourers, on actplication for mepbersnip, wore armiLted into
S tigpal protherheod of Fulyp, Sulphite and Paper

T‘*l Workers, This step was taken as sn cutcome 01 tag)r

‘e of The IShouUr movenent and not of their sslfish

aotive, though the penezfit cerived therefrom is U Teniak e,

THa JAEANW.EL IN LOGGING

1y Feriod of the Tunigration

and their Oposrations.

iz chizfly Bcvoted to the Aiscusslon of
* their oporatl in il ogidn
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The first Japanese who ontered lopging wes Y. Acki. This
joneer ha? opened & camp in 1895, employing 45 Jarancsa
japourcrs with Tsuyukl as their -sup=rintendont. In spite of
ieficultizs and imrediments ‘ue to lack of knowlodge and
incxperience in this in'ustry, Aoki ansd his men porsavaerad
-n? strugsloed until they ha® ostablished a reputation &S
~pnnotent enteriris.rs and workers. Shortly aftcr, 1. Ito,
following the cxample of his procccessor, opancd a camp &t
fort Moody and gainc® a considcrable profit. In 1899, Y.
veparura bogan operation in lorth Vancouver. In the ensulng
cars, many logpging CEMLS WOTG cstablished by such mon as
iTori, AOKi, osuvuki, and TaSUCQ, By 1910, tncse Japenese
Op2TATOTS, Inciuding both indepondents ant contractors,
numberced 34, but in 1919, there wero 21. A study conducted
in 1934 shoies that 14 coupanics cngag-d as proprictors in
the 1nOustry wW.rC in existoncoe In LDat yodr. ThHe oRe- Lt
of opcraticon of 12 cntorprises 1s as Tollows:

TAKE OF COMEANY CAPITAL ANNUAL  HULBER OF
INVESTMENT FRODUCTION EUPLCYEES
Fanny Bay Logging Co., Ltd, $ 200,000 § 135,500 71
Deop Bay Logeing Co. Ltd. 200,000 135,000 73
Cartwright Bay Logging Co.,Ltd. 40,000 67,500 T
Toolnove Logging Co. LtA, 10,000 54,000 35
Highland Logging Co., Lt7. 20,000 35,000 23
£talta Logging -Co., Ltd. | 4,000 13,000 10
Tanipuchi Logging Co., Ltd, 15,000 40,0u0 20
cakshashi Logsing Co., LtS. 550,000 470,000 ?g
lacfa Logging Co., Lic, 6,000 20,000
Uyvcneka Logging Co. Lt-'. 25,500 &0, 000 11
Channcl Logsing Co.y Lid, 20,000 31,500 12
Eission Log ing Co., Lt 8,400 23,000 12
TOTAL 1,098,400 1,184,500 168
AVER&GD 91,533 95,708 307

W.B: The majority of 368 cuployues el JADBNGCSS,
but & Food numbur Of Lhom arc Whires, inclu-
din T o I =W Tl i T AT Ef i
which positions Jap.n s& arc barr.-.

) In 1939 ton companies op.rat.d tho legeing camps 2t
TEnny Bay, Cowichan Lak., Call Crock, Laysmith, Fori Bel-il,
iiancy, Steeclhead, Royston, Oocmbs and Duncan. These operztions

nat the total investment of %1,303,000, with their prefuction
fer the year value” at £1,267,000. They emcloved 541 workers
s which 407 -ere Japanese, an? the rest were fhites.”’

_The Jzpa ese wage-earrers player a consricusus psrt in

logging industry in the picneer “ays. It is sairf that

2000 vere in this cceupation in the war period. lany

128€e were employees of sowe 50 minor contrsetors and
rz, while less than 250 were un’er the Jhite

The setual work in whieh these people had

an be clacssifie’ lntc the

the tree fellliag.

acearging teo

ok War. the
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sawmill operations by Japanese jn British Columbisa have
not been extensive nor the histeoty has been long In 1933,
there were 'Thonnock Lumber Ciprny. whonnock, Sterling Sewmill
at Aldergrove, and a fe7 others on the very small scale The
largest, =nd the oldest cperation carried on by the Jaranese
je the mill of the Raysion Tumber Company, at Royston, Van-
couver Island. It has bzen under the present management
eince 1916. The capital invested in the company in 1934
wag.gngglggg_ﬁﬂﬁ the sroduction value for 1933 was % L 000,

At present, in Vancouver, two sawmills are operated by
the Japanese fuel TosTers. They employ about 110 counirymen.

) Shisad

I11. TH:IR LOVEIEHT INTO AGRICULTURR

While the Japanese im.igrants at first entered into
fishing andé lumbering, socn they Arifted into farming anc
contributed their share towarcs the cdevelopment cf agri-
culture in British Coluwbia. But it is, indeed, difficult
to-estimate the part which they have pleyed on acccunt
not only because of the scantiness of availabvle data, tut
also of the nature involved in this kin® of presentation.
Unféer these circumstances, the present secticn mainly “eals
with some facts which, fragmentary as they are, might serve
to fulfil the Turpocse.

|

The shifting of many Japanese from other cccupstions into
farming has been caused b ceveral factors. One, as has been
noted elsewhere, 15 & fac% that ma immigrants came from the
farming class in Japan. This =raracteristic of the imm grants
fended to intuce them to enter the agricultural field. Cn
their errival in Tansda, because they had no capital for
investment, they were comrelled te work as rlain labourers.
But as soon ac they hed adjusted themselves to & new en-
vironment and nac savcC the necessary amount for independent
enterrri . Tred to the most femiliar occupatich.
Ferhaps, the more important reascn for this driit haz been
the discrimination both "“e facte" and of legal nature
against Japanese in fishing and lumbering. Other fectors
of importance in influencing the Japamesc to become farmers
have been the comparatively cheap prices of land in British
Columbia, familiarity of these reople tc intensive cultivation
and ready returns from such crops as vegetables and berries.

- Investigation into the number of Japanese farmers and
their fependents, and the farm acreage owne! or leased has
not been carried out regularly since the first entry of tha
Jspanese into Tarming. Only a few statistics producec bY
occasionel surveys supply the information.

_ . The table from & study made in 1934 gives an indication
=32 _Lal / S il b T

of the pumber of Jaranesc entering this ficlc in Sritish
Celurbia each yesr.

YIAR OF EXTRY INTO FARNING BY JAFANESE**
THMIGRAN:S IR B. C.

YEAR IULBER YEAH HUELRE
- o
1899 O 1920-24 22
1300-04 4 1925-29 15
1905-09 13 1930-34 0
1910-14 15 TOTALL
1515-19. 1% CONBSIDLEED ats
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: " pecording to the findings of the Centinental Daily Wews,
- +here were 473 Japanése farmers in 1921 and 2027 derzencent

on 533 farms in 1923, In 1927, the acreage posscssed 0y
Jspanese in E. c. was estimatad- at 5,736.64, valuad at 5

1,003,481,

and acreage lcased was sstimatad at | 764.48 ., assessed at
543,790 by the Bureau aof Public Information an? the statis-
tican-of the Department of Agricu'tura. Those figures arc

7or organizad carTitorics only. In unorganizod territories,

Japanasc ownec 3500.75 acrcs of improved land, valucd &
.,248,582. In 1930, the number of Japan.:sc farmers 4as

stimatg? to be 600 in 5.C. ., OWILGE T IB5.70 ecr s, anc leasing
&—#%3 Py T e i e S T £
AR T TATWINE GlStricts 1n which Japanese have

gnd-?&:auzvar*Tz?: ps

23
TIE FRAGERL YALLSY

Tostled Lncivde the bogor Jraser ‘alley, the Okanagan Valley,

: The Frasasr Vallay is thoe most imparfant of tho tioroc.

This arca cxtends from Hope to the mouth of tho River,

S : covering some ©50 sguarc mllaes T arable land an” supperts
75,000 poosle Or moOTe. 0f these inhabitents, majoritiy arc

ferm.rTs devoting cither to mixed farming or smsll fraiv

g. Tho Japancsc arc cxclusively cngaged in the latiar.
“he total szcroarce of farm cultivated for herry profuction

was .cxten? A from 3,414 in 1920 to 6,463 in 1 91k, The
acrecage utiliz.d for g nborrios 2lone ineraaszss from

1,796 in 1920 to 3,336 in 1930. It is also in this arca

that the Jarancsc ar: cngagoe” 1n produeing ov.r 30 to 92

per ccnt of the foread rhubarb.

Onc of ths thriving communitics of Jerancsc growers in
tha Frascr Valley is found in the district municivality of

Maplc Ridgc which coppriscs Fort nammond, Port Hancy,

fhonnock, flbion, and Ruskin., In those placcs, the Japanoss

s.ompd to have madc thoir first eppearance a fow yuars

a

fLur

15003 Fort Hammon?, 1903; Fort Hancy, 1905; Whonnoex, Fuskin

an® Albion, 1914, Thoge Jatancs. WCTo mostly farm hands

helping the Whitc farmerg. Tome oanod a hall shere in tha

culfivation of & small plot of lapc. As timc passod 0it
and morc Japanos< camc into ti torritory, a d<finitc s

7

cEtlin=-
m-nt was =stablishc?. The carly s._ttlors, howover, hac a
vory humblc start. Onc Japan.sc in Iart Hanoy s.ttlad in

15 zerues of ferm lend, znd ait.r Tive yoars of struggls and
toil h: was finally succossful in comploting the purchasc.

In thc course of tim., having realiz.d s bright.r rospuct,
this farmcr porsua’od othors to join with bim, «vcn though

the beginning for thoem might involve hardship and sacrificc.
By 1914, thoere w.ra about 15 Jepancss. In 1924, the pumbor
hazé iner_zsof to 40. In this way, ccmmaniti.s cf Japanusc

% farBers grow ur in the arca. By 1930, thoro W T, 34 Javan s

{arm.rs in Whonpoek, Buslkdn, apd slbjog, Thew FOyEaTst
L . .

228 acrus of ferm was 236,420 in that yaar.

The Municipality of Kission, inzlu'ing the city of

acr.s. Th. valuc of procductics gaibed from

the

Fame neme, is another centre Tor the Japanese fermers in the

IR

sf

&

= |
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Fraser Valley. With its fertile lani, jAeal ¢ imzte and
:ufficiert mcisture, this Aistriet is suite’ for berry g
SeETrticy = - - . 3 : o it
5T.~ltdldr1} fer the cultivation of raspberries. UThe fir
iFEEEEE Tirmer in this are: #as K. Fujino who settled con
e forr = - 5 : o Foben o s

ETZ bl 34 30 acres in 1904, By 1329, 67 Jagsnese Tarmers
{ivegﬁfﬁﬁﬁ f1:“ tl' }? f:rming. In l?}ﬁf these &7 farmers
Lo geres, of which 630 scres were culti eted, Bnc
Lth{Ei 75 2cres. Tre totzl investrient thesn wes £210,000.
—— L3 Eh& nnmbar of farmers jpeic ' who 05~
e sooal acrepee 3725 [ rallie
S gmounter to G69,104, while the tolsl TUXLC

137 e ——— - -
- = L] i."zr "'?.;,_'_-:I.f\.\-:'1
’ A

LI
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hikkeimuseurm.org '




W.nikkeimuseum.org

T

.

““qhe farmers of Hission, as 1t has been alreafy mancione’,
gevotz thomselves to the yoduetion of strewberrd g p-
verries. The Ifollowing excerpis ITIom e work referred pre-
Jiously, depiet the exrerlence of two Japanese farmars engaged
jn berry rroiucing.

wTt requires about four months to clear an 3cre {4C40
sg. yds.) of wild lan” for the cultivacion Ol sirawberrles.
In one &cre of newly cleared land, 7000 stragberry plants
wre uses, an® for every 1000 plants, 100 1lbs of uvone meal
fertilizer, at $37..0 per ton, 1s Tequirec. Jdag vefore the
ErvVesy, arClrlong Tertilizer is peedtad. If bought in
gritish Columbia, gach plant costs 3¢. Tha latter, though
more expensive, is Tuch more procuctice, and in the long
run more profitable. 4n acre of siravherry plants usually
rroduces from 300 to 350 crates (24 baskets per crate) in
ifie TiTst vear, 400-450 in the second vear, =nd TUU=-55w 1N

the third year. Until the fifth or sixth year this lavel
I8 maintaine”, but after that, profuctiin Eteacily ceclines.”

1

Hégirding the production of respberries:

empfter cle.ring land, about &

rlanted in one aere in March, April, or Eav. _Lach cong coeis
sbout &g, but varies with tne diiferent species of raspberries.

Tequires three vears before the farme y harvest the
first erop which averspes asbout 200-2 aCTE.
3ses uptil the fifth and gixth years, anc then
geclines. The price per ecrate in 1933 was approxigately
BLoD, end in 1934, $1.70.725 :

The production of rhubarb has become increasingly atiraciive
to the Japanese farmers in kissicn. This tencency was T
result of the preczricus situstion in which berry crowing
fermers were placed. Through the years of experlence, they
have learned the extreme rickiness of devoting their effcrts
solely to the profuction of raspberries and strauberries.
For this reason, the cultivation of rhubarb has become quite
favourable among the Japanese [armers.

i

3V i b 2 in the spring an’ summer,
and in greep houses in wilnter One scre of lgn' . ToOUCES
some 60U boxes of rhubarb. In 1920, the acreape for this
rgubarb growing wes o1, but by 1035, it has jncrezsed fo
g;E acres.. Fractically all the prowers of the foree? rhu-
arp are members of the Fraser Valley Rhubarb Growers'
LEEDciatiDn, which was estabiichen in 1925. m 1934, 200
?%*39;—553 members of thiz orranization werc Japanesa. In
il thcse Jaranese an® a 10J ctners proauces an” marketed
21,263 bo-es at 904 to $1.40 per 40 1b. box.

The acecount of the Jzpanese Tarmers in the early
at sueh rlaces as Surrey, EStravberry Fill, Fitt Kesdous
g

2

Y omopre o S = TE T .. = 5 3 3
““‘“j“elua_ﬁt- Lehman, ny other villagzs is similar
P‘_-h~5d which haé bheen ted in the foregoing paragrapiis

¥ L1
Cr Wworking as cay labourers and late
ol purchescd.
uaclsarad
cloaring

: - j= &

they began in a vary hlo wav., buyins ferms on
hig 1
o

) O Y
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Tn Stevesicn, ihe Japanes< farmers haveE & slightly dif-
rent story to teil. Erom 1923 to 1927, wany Dishemuih
+this Wore Gis nrqEEEEEP'??“1wmrvrurrwﬁ?ﬁfﬁzﬁ?r*ﬁf'ﬁlwber

er
I"
¢ tnese reiurned to thelr native lanrd Phile uthnrs ra: aﬁn
in the villaze and eniﬂred forring. The for {iohar-
~en were giged by the 5% svestor Ja_]—_\d_nﬁ-': 1-|-|4p1_--|:-.-l e -u:lh.'.
“hich was organizec in 1@21 The Cop o,y bought LD aercs of
ianc and rented it to Lho lister:an cu thﬁ ihuta¢l.6ﬁt -

" k| -

chasing plan. Besices, © To : min: ioplemcals Tor
Feen, - 1 tice, these fishermen hac becone prosporous fariers.
In this villa_.e, there a e sone Tisherman ferpers 7ho have
beern enzzzed in both 1*hh_“ onc Tarming. whis sitvet-os has
:pisen out of the striizent fin=nelal conLitlr -8 EAfDTlFPC:

by some fisher folk. At the time oi their esastry iato fam ing,
tvere were sone 7G0-8CC fishin: boats, evicently excess-ve
in mumber. hhrt‘ur, tre averas:e gross lncoue in otrve
ng 51002, ol which U390 s eon hied 10T L.ohins ecl
end other mzscellaneﬂPs e% enses incurrec. Oaly G959

Cop living. Under thcoce eireviistanees, the flsherncn ﬁw
foreco 5 scel: another scrrce of iicoas, and fowmw the

pf -thzir nreblen in ferming.

(R E

So foar sone typlcal centres of the Japonese farmers
hovs been obssrved. 0 - & few frets signilicant of Japinese
far'eres in ithe Fraser lel?y :ay be noted brislly.

For more than forty years, the Japanese have taksn an
active part in building up the ag rienlturz in British Ccium-
bia. In the Fraser Valley, Farticvlurl they have given

the prime of their 1life in thc trgnsfcr ntion of wild lanc
‘nto productive fur-s. I Q per cent
cf the zreni b cultur: for the purpc“e

ely
TETECTVEranc? and Wi:Ceusing 1ahour of t““ Japancse. The
indusiripowsness of those puﬂplb is elocuently norrstza in an
:ncidert refsrrzd by a Whit:z ferier in Poru Harmond.
"l mothar sold cighteen aeras of wilc land to & Japan. se
farner sonc time ago. s thought that it woulc n:ver be ol
velue Tor it vas covered with bush and hugc stumps, having

tes. logzed over, and in sddition, the scil ¢id not secon VeTy
Echi Last wint-r, I wont cut to this farm tc cut woed, and
found, to my surprisc, that it was ncarly all cl:izroed and hac
bzecn transformed into a highly procuctive berry fark. 1

e ovt the t uapgn**. fzrmer in izhtecn months hed eloar:d
T ang on--431f aecr:os, on ar-a which would talie th: avoraic
ThoT Lhroo TIpTS 4 cloar.”

* ow Coneda stande witntss to a fruitful effort ol tic

~8rancst ploncairs, 5 corloads of borri.s 2T market.d - VCTY

YT iT in the f.r vastorn citi-zs of the bominion, snd the
roe.sg.L rroducts are xport Gr. in

adrancw an ths
- LT cont ¥o.rs
: ativs ~ow nt. In oy _¥
Tl TS "hr__JDt insormcd yntil The —nd of

tnenatics of diff root prod 5 of Th
sl ko ph fhee  SwEssefs Tag
these farmers wor: s.rious
12NZ . Was obVious, LOns.u
p rative feseocciaticn wos

TE: rehip in 1635 was %5, inclucing




The Associatd e T 7
£Fe acssmblad anc distriluted. It alse purchagas f-rt
rlants end Loxes Jor fle :ro ers. The reaintenance :2e
co-operative is levisy gn_each renher Efcondine te the
¢T pro. vets heogled arc-ercliiladto him.

joainr 3 C n
cembers of the Facific Co-on.rative Unio.
irere menbRrs o the Associateld Berrv Gro svs' Assceietion.

cgnized in Lo Yermgea yho Ias been for Years
g leateT eooaf the Jengnssc farmers in Lhe Frascer Ve
nro. 0 e Lakallors vith the Thate Carmers in
=atters r:letin. to Loth scecial onc fCONOmMic WELTETE . lhd
Co-operative was forized undest thie sirilar CONQITIORs thot
to the establishrent o the surrey Co-operative, and is cp
eted on the sare princliles as the latter orzanization.
in 1934, it had 100 serbers Ziceluding Loth Japanesz arnd
ales, aekins hcvse, & processins
plant and stora.e facilitizs. The valntenace of the co-cop-
erative is fincnced by Tunds derived from hasdling cherzes
] oTiiticn fees. [T 1s highly efficient ané con-
trolle : ¥ b¥ ilke prouvcers themselves,

s
led
er-

In zduition to these descr:bed above, there are many
cther orzznizaticns of ths sare nature =zt the various farming
centres. In 1920, all thz associations were united intec one
body &nd named the Consclideted Fatm-Ts' hAssociaticn e
alle ghjc | is &l apnnel lieetin. at Hane ;
The celezates are sent frou: this organization to the annual
convertion of the B, C. Frvit Growers' Asscciation zt Vencouver.

TEE OLATACLE VALLZDY

The Qkepazap Vallev, farous for applss anc tomutoes, is
thz second important far ins ar=e f cprnes=, In this
ci.triet, Telo me, Ulenate: Centre, Varnon, and Sw.omerland
forz tile nwelei for the Japanese firicers. As carly as 150C,
sche Japenese lebovTers were worlking in the orchards at
Verion, and a :zroup of Japan=se vere erployed for apple
7ieling a2t Coldstrean,

The Japanese have been assceiated vith apple oreards
=nc the irucking ferming in the Kelewna vistriet s’nec 1902,
in this yzzr two Japanese begen to cultivete on sepsrate
5frfs,rtnm&toes &nd onions on the holf-shere basis with the
ite Termers., In the yeurs following, the nuuber of Japanese
-NCTeassd stesdily., By 1 walovgs Japanese Fariers!
s ; 0N =5 rrzanized to co-opsrote spoctally and zcono-
LASL41Y. In 1934, there were 134 JEDANGEE I1aTIETS 0 ooy
STeE, cultivating sbont er indepenhdently or
Ef_}?e helf-share basis. 1-e prinéipel oroduct consists of
te==ices; the secondary procucts, onions, cucumbers, cabbuges,
-TRItE 2re alse uroduced,

i_the Jepanese farmers at l.elc.na .ere LEmuers fj ’{
e — :

L B
. falloro Urover S ; THTCUgh Lhis Organizetion,
A ! d thelr o™ To=s, and through the Cnion
i f bl hey rarke their conions, whils the //
{Q;’F: Drecuein: apnles sal. tlem through the Eeleovma Grovers!
g EEL T M i

«ntther centre for the J

T L apaneses rarrers in the Oka.azan
-5 the 1it B vyl e = e e, ELATEY 4 i 3 5 . .
“hM1€ Village of Oloragon Centre situsted . the sest
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heTe of Lake Oksn. an, &bont Lpls ey betues. jelo na £nc
‘he picnecr Jopanese s this lecality is said to
g in the Rainbou -pol in 1607, The ~irst Jepanszae

re vas Lcbayashi, @ boss of the Japanfse working
Lasagen Lenc Company. I loiug Lhere ora b JADEACST
sassing 112 ACTES u‘ *“-L4f’t d-Joogd, 1sesinis

T InvesLing apprOXay 0CO. The chielf
TTULIL: ena JeseLE

dependsnt Jananese Sopr ST il Jﬂlrcn Y Fat
16E], e rented akent 1L 4cT 8 €4 lon C
o culiivite Voo nthn.h“.
S s lﬂ,wu 15 Jr naQoge

Y g bt

him frow time to y shed

.f 1iss in aG"t1 vcr o, ang £ in otnor parts .ers d
T e, ouned EDT Tt bely 900 o lcgncL 1C0 ac
g1z 1934, these ?;r.evs 7ok £ £O L LLUES

on the west sicr ané n~ar th= sovtaern ehs of the e
8oranezen, & s-all of Lo.n (o 11 “1an is 1:ugt5u. :
§ . cveral Jopenese hed taben z on 1500 r 193 kol
| bzt hod increaszad to 15, 20 Jenans

2 ~ whom irce ente:t, and tem on thn hoif-che
oultiveted GEigores oI Eheir oun land, né o

¥ aerss of 138506 lent, The e Jes =rocuct o.
iz orchoTt I?ﬂlt hsoh Goes poet teLvire as mUG
s veozoctabl:s in 193ﬂ;';t is sstineted that
. Todvuction va1uﬂ amprntea to 943,)uL. Afttr i
o the lent orh-TS, tress faThers glnirad & FTO

533, 500,

-5 ir Summorland 5‘CL1
e thrad CeEts

tha LT tish
h ROT: C v pobu-
coast In tim, ths

n:ﬁ JITT udings and to-

d by s0 Jananes. faTh T5
bour as 1cn: hoprs at Lo
cﬂ I1Cr‘ vho orTs an.&nid
rest on LImE¥Sy b o
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) cuai] = Io OhLoin the piner S llcense, 2 rezulaticn imp
§ by the Provincinl Government; sezecondll, ) i
f richest velns in pinss cop-elled the Company to curtell

1V. ThZ JAPALCGD I LINING

In the early days of their im:igration inte Canada,
Japanese have been -rominent also in -ining. Their employ-
ment, however, heg been confined to coel mininz in Cumbel-
lanc n Tan. . en. to CODRET Hining in tritannia
Seech on the south shore of How=s oovnc.

The Japanese coal minzrs at Cumberland WiTe brovsht
fron Japan as contract labourers ror the Canadian
.apies (Dunsmuiry Limited, In ~ the rirst sniploau

Col

o aEanese =rTived in Cumberland. The peigrity of then
i sool, Leit the town for some other work, for they were dis-

aprointed at the failyre of the Company to fulfil the cen-
Mﬂﬁﬂ_ﬁﬂﬁ =2lso nicgusted ot the missrable con-
g2itions to which they had not beeh accustoned, Desnite this
fact, =vouDp oOf 70 _exp:iriencec Japanese coal 1.1nsrs
camne Lo e towr unocer the sipilar controet. This tine, they

} e eined thevrs, €¥SU after the contract was gancelled on

acccunt of a

ensral strike in 1653, in whicl the Japansse
5 TETec, ELLteglLvesrs SILTT LIE TOal L.iner
ftrike at Cu berlsnd, an acuitional zroip of contracted (jfc=rj
lebecuTers were spporteg {ror Jepan ToT The 5602 CCLpEsy.

This continual inrcrtation o lzbeurers arcursed an anti-
Jopanese a itation. Eence, the Cana.ian Government pro-
hibited the further -rortetion oL contractew TebouTers.

fTon Lhis .ire, the systen was. ebanuoned.

Frox 1603 to 1924, the numbar of Japanese cogl-min rs
-t Cvmberland exceeded 10G; since 1927, it grvadually tieglined
until thers were only 5G. Dy Y339, no JaDancse [insrs iIeTe

s em- loved 1. this town., Tois ThenoLenoll vas oue to three

Tfclors: o.rel, L€ Japenese . 1:."TS Tzcred cxperience in
mining and & nnowlec e oF Sn-l1sh, S0 that LOeY Were

osed
g axkhanstio thH

g oenses; thirdly, ‘he decreases Larket fOr Coo. hag Lhe cl=
zilar effzct as tl» seccnu fector upon tne policy of the

[ Company.
45 the result of these conditions, unemplcyed Japansse
sought their work in pther industries wnile very lew rerained
]

st Cumberland.

The Japan-se at Eritannie EBeach hod a LaLplst experiencs

ne their rslations with the Comrarn; &h. th= Vhites in the
community were meovre congenial as com; ared yith their com-
patriots at fumberland, The hiztoTy of t-e Japa.sse esnployees
in this econpany town began in 1903, wken 11 orkers UL Sl 4
koss of fheir oum natimnelity arrivec Tere Lor cosstruction
ST & mherl anc a c.ble road. The next year, 11 of thcse
Jrere Piven Una=T ,Towin WOTkK, vhiile an agciticnal L1 WeLe

Fy-3r=d for The T ey Cconstiuts: Qu.- The number Rca incressed
to 340 in 191e. Then it veclin-d to 16 in 1915, At prossnt,
oms 40 Jaspanese ars grinioyed.
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4 study rcgerding the tag:s of the Japanis: S

t v.r-etions eloscly following tho cononic trinds of £
k poried, swmarizod &s b low: <Y

YEAR WaGDS
1903-1504 & 1.50 par day ;
19-&5‘ i}
1905-1907
1908
1909-1915
1516
1917
1516
1634
1935
1939
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V. THE JAPLIZSS I RAILRO..DIVG

. $h: pa-lroading ia Dritish Colw bia affordced wrpleoym.i
for a large numb:sr of Japanisc immizrants in iheo ]
of the industry. i o structl 4

= 3 e e the dining car scryice, To=
ke ~ To th. call of th:sec gecupatlons,
hany Japanis. labourars rzspondad -cnthusiastically, <spocially
Botiocn 1909 to 1909 when thers was a prch;Ctrant influx
of Japancsc to Canaca,

E

The Tirst Japanesc app- @rad in this incustry in 1892,

From thcn onwarc until 1901, ho vas follow.d by a consid.rable
number of his countrymen who hat becn jmported undol contract
by _such az.obs ss Honma, aeki. Eori. aog distbivaga, In 1907,
in- Canadian Pacific Railways matGc & eontrzet with 3. Goto
of thc Japasnese Immigration Supply Company to jmpert 100G
labeur:rs from Japan for constructicn of an irrigation svatem
t Celziry, Alborta. This schous, how:ver, was compoll-d fo
. aba-doncd in the sams y:er &ftor hoving brouzht in 370,
as 1t had alrzady blin r-lotod, the dati-Japands. riots

07 oFfoetively oickic an vnt.strictod flow of Japanis.
:“punts into Canada, Dospitc this fact, the nmumbeir ef
= labovr:zrs who cap. to Cansda arnd cmoploy.d s Terl-
work:rs reachid th: high polint of 1284 in thet y:zer.
phonomanon Wes Gus larz: 1y to th. grr-val cof & gr.at

iy Jepanzsc from Hawall,
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this y-er, the Jajencsa railroad labourirs d-- .
aduslly =xec<pt in 1917. JO 1931, thair punu T
o an cobimet  of 110, ot prosogt, the mumbar is

O

£t
B creeszd
F @diclin.d

Ven soall.r, for sinc. 193;, all th, wmplow o8 A Ll i
BT Pocaitic .o ilvay Lot s hev. Dooy gischarged, and many
SFher ain ciffcrent brenches of th:o indusiry cithor had D
i:-ipated or ha¢ voluatarily left t in gSos
steady employment.

T
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ia concluding this scetiom, 1t may ho zaid that Tl
Janain:.sc dmmizrants hac offcrzd thoir labovr, end shar.d i
<2}k sthers th. toslh of builcing and raintaining th. gr.ct
Cocnzdien reil :ay syrstiaom.




PART _THREE

CANADIANIZATION OF THE JAPANESE

! tne of the significant facts concerning tho Japanese
; in Canada, as has been ncted, is the concentration of
| these people in British Columbia. This fact has been

b .. the cause of many problems for Canada, particularly for
i the Province. Mazny politicians, business mern, and labourers
: have hurled severe criticisms at the Japanese, stating
' they were unassimilable, therefore; unde:irable. Meoreover,
1 the Japanese were brended as a nvellow Peril", or feared
H by the White people because of their "economic penetration®
into industries; hence, creation of barriers preventing
: them from entering several professjions, or sdopticn-of a
i policy to eliminate them from certgin fields such &s
f fishing. These attitudes of the people toward the Japanese
hzve resulted from prejudice. :
!_ There sre other zngles from which one can observe
L the situation of the Japanesz in B. C. Precisely, the
I following articles have been writien with this thought in
i min:. As preliminaries to the main sections, o statement
| is mede concerning fzctors wnich led to tnhe concentration
l ese in B. L, ond also an explanation is given
res : 1 E 25 G
i in Cenada®, or "The Japanese Cenadian-gociety".
i ; e
i Important recsons for the concentration of the
] Jepenese in British Columbia are summzarized as follows.
i 1. Proximity of Japan to British Columbia.
i Jopanese immigrants entered the Deminion 2t the poris
| of Vietoria and Vancouver, the nearest points from
i Japan. They remained in the Province not travelling
! further, i conditi vanted
i them. s '
[ 2. The climzte and pgeographical features have influ ::ced
i the Japznese in their decision to settle 'in B, C.
f 3. The influence of t ber Jopancse who had
| settled in the early period in the Frovince. The
- precursors of the Jzpanese immigrents have led the
] way for later comers, who were mostly relatives and
f friends. AL least helf of the immpigrants ipn _the Jrster
period had come to B. C. 2s a rasult of information
E given Dy earlicr onas. The survey of 1 indicated
i Fhet out of 309 immigrants congidered, JS8 or 91,1 ner
: hod relatives end friends in the Provincea.

4. Tho ecopomic condition of the Province hive been
nrobably the greatest fector 1iam inducing the Jupencsc
immigrants to seek their residence 1in E. C. The
Prayinco shered the boom periced of 1896-1911. It was
from 1905 to 1911 that some 11,910 Jopapose mizraicd
to Censom. Ohe copitelist, no doubt, took covantzge
of Ihe so-called "cheap lebour® supplied by the
J-panesc immigrants who were in the position to Te
cxploited on cccount of their 1ENQLEnce pegarding
¥ stern vevys of Vile, apd tneir -nability to spec
the English longuzge.

{26)
Source™ i

wewnikkeimuseum.org



The céincentraticon of the Japanese immigrants in B. C.
tended tc develop what might be loosely termed "a society
of Jepanese in Canada", or "the Japesnese-Canadian Society®
¢ &' it is mamed, in the work, by Mr. Charles H. Young and
others. When the impigrants first ceme to Canada, they were

mmm%mm
arrival, these had underg a cansldg;ghle change In the
o : T

course of time, harhcter15t1¢s
have receded into the bockground, while they have ocodir
Canadiap customs, mﬂnnersﬁ ana 1de=15+ It is alsc true th t
many Japenese immigranis have now ceased to live, while the
Canadian born Jopensse cre toking the place of the1r fore-
bezrs. These Canadiacns of Japoness birth, or the Second
Generatlon, zre imbued with Canadisn culture,. being brought
up wholly in the Cznadien atmoshpere, though the influence
of their parents, who are Japancse to the grecter extent,
ceammot be denied. This brief explanction of the J:panesa-

enadian scciety is an cttempt to jpdicate ¢ tendency of

Jopanese ceople towzrds Canodionization.

To give some evidences, the next few sc¢etions are
devoted to the anclysis of the socipl chhng;s of the
Joponese-Conodian fociety.

I. CHARACTERISTICS OF THE JAPANESE IMMIGRANTS AND THEIR
INFLUENCE UPON THZ RISING GENERATICN.

& knowledge of the choracteristics of the Jepenese
immigronts would greatly 2id in understanding the present
conditions Df the Japanese society.

One of the outstanding chorccteristies and one that
had a very important influcnce upon the present Jepcnese in
B. C. was the transient nature of the early immigrents.
They come to Cenzda with 2 "rezm of golden opportunities
and a “ope to return home as soen 25 they hod ezrnad enough
money to build their homes Lnd purchase farms in Jopan. In
the course of years, the gorned that this sttitude

towards the life 1n thu Neﬁ L :nd had ergcted the situation

detrimenta arc_of the Jopoinosc socicty. Con-

. seguently, they wgr; comgcllbd*gg_;hhnggu_Lg, ond mzny have
p decided to romzin permancntly in this country, though 2
number had returned to their netive lond.

The immigrents from Japan worc young. A study in 193 5
revecled that out of 335 male immigrf._r-fsJ 99 come to Conada

between 15-19 jyears, 89 between 20-24, ond 76 between 25-29
years. They were netur 1ly heclthy, shrcng, embitious ond
. full of hepes. Moreover, it should be noted thot these
° youths deserved credit for their coursge to leavc Jopen and
to foece o new 1ife in the stronge land, defying the d4ffi-
culties snd otstacles that confrontad them+

Before the coming of the JhphanL women to this country,
these pep were morc or loss rugged ond coqrse in their
cherecter, ond uft o immoral in their copduct, o5 had been
COmmON L0 almOSL Cll tha imnigronts from b"rlous EGUﬂtTlCh
to this Contincnt. But such stoto hod o i :
cfter the ¢5tMHlLathrt of their Temily life, whiek hed
bb gunt In the third perlod of the Joponese immicre uiou to
Cenzds . Sinca ,Jp they have become sonc and sound ip out-
i 1ook of their 1ife, gnd not inciipcd to be coptominnted with
¥ suen idecs ond movement s communism, or cny othor "ismsh,
that might dis tobility of Tife. s

-.
v
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Le to the intelligence of these young immigrants,
they were average, but skilful and agile in their work.
Reporting on the education of these people, the Conti-
nental Daily Hews revealed that of 3,543 immigrants ﬂ?
stydied 93,5% were graduates of the elementary schools,

and the rest had been in the higher schools.

One of the mest sericus problems the Jepanese immigrants
had to face was that of language. A few had overcome this
linguistic handicap, while the majority remained unable to
speek or write English. Put this state of the immigrants
had 2 favourable effect ureon their children as we shall
sea later. ;

When these Japanese came to Ceanada, & Very small

number of them was able to spesi or understend English.
Pven in the later periocd, the similar condition had existed.
& survey3! of the Daily Continental Naws resorted that out

g HET sble to read, write or under-
nenare. R.13 per cepnt, were aple To undersian i*
Bl L L Epelish, znd only .72 per ceni. ligre
ahble to read the "Canadisn Fifth Reacer!'. Suc condition
was not contrary to the genersl standard of immigrants, for
almost 21l had come from the lower classas, pnot in the
position to provide them with means of eccuir'mg the English

‘stend th

lenguage and custom. x
The young Japansse immigrants, however, being intelli-
gcnt and literate, were very ambitious to learn English
=nd to become acqueinted with Western culture. Their
impelling deslre was answered in twe ways. One was to be
'2s 2 school-boy in the Conadisn home. In this way,
he was able to attend a public school, while out of school
hours, he made himszlf useful in genaral house-work.
Aniother method of acguiring the knowledge of English was
atiendance &t niiht schools of the Christian Churches. The
most importont ol thesc was operated by the Meothodist
flissicn in Vapcouver from 1612 to 1933. A significant faect
is fhat 2 mumber of the Japancse graduates from the Univer-
sity of British Columbiz ~nd other universitics had Teen
zssociated with this institution either as students or
instructors. Prominent zmeng them ware Hov, E, Shimizu,
M. A, present pastor of the Voncouver Jopancse United
Church, and Dr. K. Shimotckahera, K. D., influential medi-
cel men in the Japanasc communlity in Vancouver and vicinity.
So for, it has been observed héw the minority had attzined
tha mostery of English.

Those Jepanese imaigrants who had no opportunity to
learn English ond slso who d4id not attend to this tosk hed

clesrly shown thed gi tn educate their children so that
thev should nok experience the szme inconvenience cnd hendi-

¢cp =5 their perents aig. As o motter of faci, the Jopenese
= % whole have been very ecger to give them as much
educotion £s5 possiblse. The reflection of their desire
concerning the edueation ol the Second Generation has been
jrdicated in different weys. A4 survey of the HSecond Gener-
+tion in B. C. corried out in 1934 by the Canadian Joponese
Lssociation pointed cut that out of 7,004 youag paople

renging in oges from 5 to 19 Veulg, 1,902 uare sttending
TFe eouccbionoal institutions or the Provipce. The existonce

ione for troining young peaple 1is

of momerous orgenizat

I i sire to hove thair chiicre

e Moreover, thuirg ore 55
s reity of British Colupgbis

institution ot :*eSEﬂt.Z?f?”i}
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Thus the cheracteristies of tho Jopanese te learn and study
has influenced the rising generntion to ¢ wide extent.

fnother distineiive feature of the Japanese has been
the enduring loyalty te group znd institutions. Ancestor-
worship and extreme devotion to family life are menifes-
tations of this guality. Morecver, hecause of this fact,
there zre numerous societies and elubs in the Japanese
society 25 we shall see later.

8 B B CHANGES IN THE BELICICUS LIFE OF THE JAPANLSE.

Study of the beraviour pattern of the Japanese in
regards to their religion is interesting in that they have
uncergone a consideracle change during their resid. e 1n
British Columbia.

. L) 3
There are toc be observed; first,-the extent and acti-

"vities of the Buldhists, end a phase of the modificaticon

they have undergone in the process of adjustment to the new
environment: secondly, the influence of Christisnity amcng
the Japenese immigrants and the state of Christian Jzpanese
movement in B. C.; thirdly, the religious situation of the
Second Generation.

BUDTHI S5M

Buddhism hes been the dominsnt fazith of the Japanese
for centuries in their native land. They have been reared,
educated, and trained in the atmosphere saturated with the
spirit, rites, and customs of EBudcdhism. When they arrived
in Canada, naturally, they have brought with them bundles of
the spiritual attributes rich in the tradition of Buddhism.

As early ss 1905, the Buddhist ‘emple was opened in
Vancouver for worship, and services were conducted by a
priest who was called to Canada by a group of impertant
Japanese in the Province. Another tepgple, larger than the
nrevious one, was erected in 1910 on Cerdova Etreet,
Vancouver. The contributing members of the temple were
zbout twenty. During this period, onl; one priest served
the whole Japanese community. By 1928, the temples were
stabld i 2t 8 = in the Fraser
Valley. In 1934, the Buddhist temples numbered six

ir bronches ot several localities in B. C. In 1934
tre total paid up me Hin wzs 235 end the Budchist
nopulation occupled gpproxigpetely 60 ner cent of the totis
Japanese in the Provipce. Asscclated with tnese temples
and their hranches were nurerous womsn's and young people's
organizeztions together with kindergertens ond Sunday Schools.
Ttese affilicted ipstifutions pliftered cver 30 cut QE‘EDmifiF
s --

2t0 Jzpanese organizations sf B. C. in the samne yecr.
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Further, the Buddhist courch conducts merri ge ceremonies

sggewhat mocelled on the Pirictian tvpe. Aside from these

exzmpiles. one zan readily Tec-onize Ehe modified state of
Fuddhism wherever the temples cre found.

CHEISTIANITY ANONG THE JAPANESE

The life of the Jopenesz lmmigrants had been deeply
rooted in the teachings, rituals, and customs of Buddhism.
Yet, toeir religious 1iving wes grectly influencad Dy
Christionity =s it has been cl-ecdy releated. Mereover,
the Japanese were not sdement to the forces of the
Christian princi les ond service. Indeed, John Oxenham
seng in adoration of the universcl truth that;

"In Christ “here is no East or West,
In Him no South or North,

Fut on: grost fellowship of love
Throughout the whol: round aorth.

*In Eim sholl true hearts everywhere
Their trus communion find.
His servicc is the golden cord
Close binding 211 mankind."

As o matter of foet, the Japanese people are rexdily
susecptable to virtucs of Chnristian teaching end living,
for there are some underlying proccpts, common to Christisn
life ond the Jopancsce; notzbly the emphasis 1s on the vzlue
of soerifice, loyolty, generosity and love, truthfulnecss,
honosty, and obedionce.

The process of gvengelization ziaong the Japancsa in

British Columbic begon in 1890 in the hands of the Christians

from the United Stat.s. In 1892, Nr. Matsutoro Okomote was
sent by the Japancse Christisn Endesvour Socizty of Bezttle

to carry on the missionzry work in B. C. He laboured inces-

sently ocmong his fellow countrymen, preaching *he Gospel,

helping to estsoblish o hospitzl at Steveston, cnd instituting
the Missions at Union ond Victoria. Beccuse his weork proved

to bo so successful, that by 1896, the Sunday services were
conducted, ond & night scheol hnd been cstablished In

Vencouver. Botween 1900 ond 1939, ministers and laymen have

succeeded in converting many Joponese immigrents from their
former religion to Christisnity. in 1931, the number of
Jepancse Christians in British Columbic was os follows in
relztion to the number of those in other roliglon.

SELIGION OF THE JAPANESE IN BRITISH COLUMBIA.™

Roligious Sect Number Porcentagc
Buddhist cnd Shinteist 14,707 £6.1
Inited Church 4,789 21 .6
Ainglicen Church 1,240 5.0
Sects 570 P
n Catholl: 245 C
ieliziaon T8 .E
'-":f-:":"fj 477 v i

la, 68 wer econt of tho
ucllists, whildé over 30 per Zunt

¥




Of the throe mojor denominztions of the Christian
Church, the United Church of Canada cecupics the foremost

position. In 1938, thc numbg il the cight
pastorel oversight in B. wns 5,994 with the totz]l member-
Ship of 1.048. The strengih of the Church for the future
fies in the foet that the varicus activities of the Church
hove been participszted by the younger peopla. In 19383
there wWere Sunds - Schools with 1,161 i

and 47 through-the-week org Dizotions with B3) memhers.
To mointein nnd extend the work in eight postoral tields,
the tot-l of $20,450 wns expended in thet yecor.

The Churches of other denominztions slso endecveoured
tc Christicnize the Joponese. A speciz) mentien should be
mede of the Romon Cotholie Mission which has instituted =2
nursery for Japenese chlldren.

The success of the Christisn Church in the evongeli-

ation of the Joponese hos been due to at least three
foctors. Ope is tie chorocter opd the culturcl background

f the Joponese. Tois foct has been previously stoted.
Another is the ynreserved devetion of the Conedion workers
in the missionary service among the Jopenesé. The third
is the influence ond the lecdership of the Christian
Jopenese ministers who hod ar ted net only =s friends, but
2150 25 interpreters, employment agents, =nd confidential
sdvisers. In this mormer, the Gospel precched by the
ministers hod cpoesled more vividly snd reclistically to
the Joponese immigronts.

The religious situction of the Second Gemeration
Jopenesc is guite different from that of the First Generation
immigrants. Unlikc their porents who had becoms Christicns
ofton ot the s-erifice of old idecls ond customs, the
Q;ng%%;p born ore cducated in the environment permected with
the christian intiuence., rFor this recson, g Japenese
C(onadicns arc oot o chocse Christianity if confronted with

T problem of cdopting one oi the two religions, Christianity
cnd Buddhism. On the other hand, if the parents cre Chris-
ticns, the sons ond daughters are most likely to follow the
frith of their fathers znd mothers. Poradoxically, even if
the parents s~re very devout Buddhists, their children arc

E e cnristicn sunday Schools. n invostigation
conducted by cortain minister in 1931 proves that !G5 per
cent e totsl Jopanesc belong to Buddhist porents, while _*

on or - Can clong omong the

children, we find tha per cent istipn Sunde

Schools and oniy 45 per cent are in Buddhist Sundcy Schools.”

AccoTding to tho fin&fﬁg"ﬁf"fﬁe Committec for the Survey ol p

the Secend Gencrotien in B, €., oug of 10,774, the total
considered, 45.7 per cunt wore Buddhists, ond 43.0 per cont W
gerc Christisps. 1Tnc tendency, therefor:, 1s definitely

d5 the cdoption of Christianity, if the goneral trend
served throw hout the history of the Japonese religlon

amele

Of wips ¥ dmmartsnce o the rullpgpicus life of the

: © Bunany Schools, kinder-
gartons, «nd vorious organizations mointiined by the Church.
In 1934, the nuvb
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Through these crganizations the Cenadien-born are
peing brought inte intimoie contzch with the seocial and
religious 1life ol Canede. For example, the Young Pecple's
Society of Vancouver Japanese United Church nas been the
member of the Greater Vencouver Young Pepple's Union for
many years. lembers of the Society have been o-jaFi~ o the
fricnd hip of Capadians ¢l other racas, through social,
educationai, relinious, anc recreational meetings. Recently,
this Younz Feopls's Sciieiy won the l:ighest honours at the
Eighth Amnuaal Srecter Fnneouver Young People's Unicn Drama
Festival.

due to "The Women's Misslonery
st Church, now affiliated
with the United Ch 3 Tor itsc work in the
Christian-Jeponecse Kinder : This Scciety has laboured
assiduous.y in the edicat’on of ine Japanese children,
teeching them Zngiish lonpaige, troining them in Cansdien
tr-ditions ond idenls, zs well as in Christlen living. For
the purpose of this wori, the yindergortens were opened in
1910 cad 1912, ot Fowell Cireel znd tne Fifth Avenue, respec-
tively, in Vancouver. The other Churches znd the Buddhisis
s1lso followed the example. Since then, all these institutions
hove leen assisting in the volucble work of preparing the
Jzpenese children for entroince into public schools, ond
loying the foundation for the developuent of cheracter and
perscnality of individusls.

A specizl o1t
Society" of the
=

-

* This short review of the changes teoking places in the
religicus 1life of the Japanese in B. C. evidences that
eventually the Jo. nese Cancaizns would bacome functionally
as part of Christiazn Soclety of Canada, provided nothing

impzdes the progress.

Tn recent times, there hes been develcped over 220
cceplar ond reiigions apccnisstions in Jopencse-Conadian
society. Thoy may be brocdly elossified into five mojor
divisiona, namcly, so:ial,business,_Epllaigggh_ggggggignal
~nd cthletic. Hony of thzsc, howover, toxe interest in two
or morc fiesds. An associati-n clrszilfied .5 DUsSiless M2y
“lso carry on socizl activities, whilce 2 recligious orgoni-
cotien is soeinl re well os cduestionnl.

:ntizz #nd clubs serve two purposes, of which
- ond promote hoiter undsrsispdine, and
F27 welsations between fhe Jeponcese on one
r rocaoon the other. ARCLUIET
o oanas

irstitutions,
-ssgciztions,
s orp-pization
JopoRCSE
reprocsan tod
o ind
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such o= the anLdlﬁr J phn-ﬂe nseoclat*an cnd the ant nu

Mill Workers’ grnizing cent
ratin e gl hps s. ue"annlj, the =1‘5:-“vc:H:1L,..,1m:s
ormed by the press and clecners, the barbers, ithe ledging
house progrietors, Eﬂﬁ_uhﬂ ghrcgncr i, &re marked by the

g specisliz gture both in their structure and
functlior. We z2lso notethat the existence of glubs ard
gocdeties 1n the city for cdvoncement of educctional,
litercry, ond recrecticpgl Snpterests distipeyishes Jﬂpanese
as capavle of adapting thoemselves to those pursuits. In
Tact, 211 these orgonizations serve general ond porticular
purrposa2s,

As we have alreody wentloned of some orgonizetions in
relizious >nd business fields, the followirg descripticn
conecerns the three ro gresentative organizoticns of the
Jnpanese-Cenadian soeiety, nomely, the Cuntﬂl'ﬁ u,r;rese
dssociation, the Comp ond Mill Workers! Union, cnd the
Jopanese Canﬂdian Citizens! Lez gue.

Among the secinl crgmnizntions, the C“n:ditn Jopenese
Associati a dy 2 g N
niicl in the spociety fTor forty Ielrs. The ﬁSEDCihLlcn
was formed in 1397 Hru Tzd become an cuthorized body in
19103" It scted as a socicl, politiecal, ecconomic, znd
cducational orgenization for all J*phnese in: Cz ncdﬁ. in
garly days, spciotion cide opa o

in. flruing work, setting up freilities for Je-~rrning Bnglish.
It always endezvoured_to improve the moral character of the
15 hnese both the First and the Second Generzticns in
Canzdz. It strunsleu to obthln the fronchize for naturel-
L2e0. b mell s F Second Goner-tion, This effort is
still bhiné made, Furtharmore, thL Associction hos been
nct nr- - nd e = 3

butwben the Jopenese cnd the Conadinns. [t 1s wﬁll known
*nat thruhgh its effort the Jeopenese unit of the Graater
= i . W.3 CsSto 150= i1} COUC Ty
1934, Ehls Society was rh-urghnlz;d Jur“artih“ to inelude
2ll Jepancs. in Cansda. In 1939, its totzl membership
exceaded 3,900.

O0f special importonce to the Jzpanese, for the mzjority
being l-obourers, is the Cogn ond Mill Workers' Unicon which
wos founded in Julf 1920 with cpproximctely memrers. At
the scme time, the Union bcgrr to publish & weekly advecating
the eause of the labouring class. Since 1924, the weekly
become the Deily Feople, & full-fledged dolly publicetion.

40,1927, the Union ~as ofiili-ted with the Trodes znd
Lebour Congress of Canado, znd chrpeed its former nome "id
pJoponese Lobour Unign” to the yresent one. 1t is =lso o
member of the Vencouver. New Wwe '
ang _Iobon aocil. The presen
{ ineluding those of its
L. Dkaps =or Lroo
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Besides this amendment, the Unien hos succeeded in
bringing cbout the sdoption ot the convention, of two other
resplutions; the first one requesting the Government of the
Province of British Columbic to cmend the Provinecirl
Elections Act to insure that "every native-born Conadian
shall receive ecunlity of trectment and full rights of
citizenship;" the second, to mzke "such representations cs
mey be necesscry to the Government of Cencdz to the end
thot the appliecations for naturclization by Joapanese may
be cansidered ond trescted on on ecgual bosis with thot of
other oliens.

It should also be wentioned thot the Undon hos been
lorpely instrumentel dn TOLdinh up the ap;ncsu l'heur;rs

g
Fmﬁm org ~ ™,
JEE¥Lﬁ312+—9£~E%T.%EEﬁTD tional nrctherhced of Pulp,

Sulphite ond Mi orkKers.

- A representotive orgonizetion embracing cll classes
of the Second Generestion in Crnodo is the Joponose Conadion
Citizens! Lecgue.

In order to understond its position ond funceticn in
the life of the Conndion-born Jeponese, some knowledge of
their situation cnd conditions is of much -id. Up to this
point som: frets hove been olrecdy obséerved, but in the
next few porographs, soeisl, ocecupotionzl, opd politiecl
conditiens of the Second Genorcticn sholl be reloted in
the condenscd form.

ﬂf‘ The socizl problem of the Szeond Generoti n, the

¢ mojority of whom roside in British Columbic, is of dual
naturz. One ospeet conecerns their relotions to the First
Genorction. PBeing born in Concda snd educated in the
cnadizn Schools, they cre PETHCCtLﬂ_Jlth fcsteon culturc.
They arc individuclls¥ = i C, -nd democrotic.

! poregnts fre essentizlly Jopopese in

every concepty ol 1ife. Oftcn, beecuse there ore noticecble

differences between the East ocnd the Woest, o confliet oriscs

buotween the two groups. In nmercls, in socdnl cust '

habits, in longucge, and in religion, there cre to be found

GInts on which thne aronts ond their sons nnd doughters

ST in opinion -nd bohoviour. A Sccond Genorotion himself
cxXpresscs the some thought -s in this cxcerptfs

"There is o definite breck ond conflict between the
first ond second generction bec.use of the grect differsnce
in our respective cultures We go teo scheoel, lecrn the
English longunge ond ncquire the culture of the Westerners.
We perticipote in Cznadion gomes ond similor socisl petivities,
The influence of Concdisn envircnnent hes domincted nuch of
the Nizeils life.
nH- tur'lly we nre inclined to ecriticize tho first
oration ind the inewvitoble result is confliet. The breck
sas unhospiness but it is necessory to cssist cs-imilction

i ‘Tr 4

under

} k3 h abled our rorefotheors t
n their vy orc in us bat only nced to be crouss
' i If we hove potisnee ond courcgs

il Nikkeimuseum.org



mmmwrnﬁkenﬂuseunworg

J*r vorents ~nd their wishes. Con
the porents do tolercte the views !

second nspeet of the socisl preoblem of
1 1 with their relationship =i
Tt iz cuitd Hlcd
dasire to nesinil te,;
2 L Rre:Ler Bxtanil. I
| spenk, write, ond ret os other Conediang do.

f - nd r:uidity of -ssimil-tion, hovsver, devend I

however, the younger generction retodin o due

vaersely, the
iid conduct of

the Second
th thz Cono-
n that the
~nd they
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L The ~.titucde of the Cznadizns of other ro

Eince the Leb“l—*olatLﬂ“l problem is close
-:ith the occup-tiensl problem o1 the Second G

two cuestions ore jointly presented. They invo

metters of citizenship nnd of cconomic Service.
first of these concerned more thon 11,011
children, nnd about 4,576 nxturnlized British
the J-prnsse roce. To-duy, these people nnd n
f=till struszelins for the rizht to full eitlze
fonly do they belisve in the conplete cnjoyment
birtk right, but 2lso they ~ro confronted with

Aifficulties ents1led, bero-use of the obseonce of

A synensis of the stctus o
sneceting these two wroblems i

I Fh

riven herz.

The Revised Statute of B. €. of 1924, Chop

Section 5{r) disguclify "cnd person of Jopmnese,

or not" from votinz ot any election. The eifec

rnot only exclude the British subjzets of Oricnts

1

(Jopanese) from veoting ot municinsl, provincicl
elections, but ~lso prevent them from entering

the Sccond Geone

ter 75,
noturslized
t of this l=w
I roee

, ond Dominion

cartoi

ccupntions by the use-of the voters list os the bosis of
uzlifications. By this mecns, British subjects of Oriental
porigin are exciuded from;
1. Electiem to the FProvincicl Legislature;
2. being nomins t“u for municipsl Df*ice
3. bpeinsz romincted ot election of school trustees;
A. o and Jury BEPHiCQS.
The obksence of some or similar guel glso
rclude British suhjects of Asictic or
Y. 1egrl profession;
2, pharmgeceuticel defkkﬂlﬁﬂ,
3, eohtzinine & license for hond-logsing.
PR play of controctor of ony public work;
Hiy ¥ employ of ony buysr of lerovn timber? ier

such timber.
Ggafrete exelusicns
-nt from holdin

I
sh 5UD)

iinion

l‘z 23 rinzent b 1E
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1t may be pointed out here that this peculiar
situatien relating to the 1egal-politic;1 cspact of thz
Japanesce British gubjects in British Columbis docs not
exist in cther provinccs of the Dominion,

Under these circumstonces as We have just seen, it was
felt that an all-inclusive organization for the Second
Generation wog needed to secure the right of eitizenship,
to improve thelr conditions, ond thus to glevate thelr
status. Conseguently, in 1932, ths Jopanase Cancdizn

Citizens' Kssocigtion was Thetituted. ALLGL four Years. zL
€his cssociation ced ed its ploce to the prosent - body "
remed the Japoncse Conondion Citizeps' Lecpue. It 1S X

Gompriscd of B local chonters, with the totcl mombership
————— e — — RS— s

of 1,000.%1 3 e
—— e e — ;

Tho Leoague, £s stoted in its constitution, 2ims "to
foster good citizenship tmong the Cancdicns of Jopancse
origin, to protcct -nd furthcr the genercl welfere of
Crnadinns of Joponese origin, ~nd to promote goodwill
botween Concdn ond Jopan.”

in order to cchieve thesc ends, the Lorgue hos been
cngaged in various ~ctivities. Thosc may be classified
for convcnionce, into two divigions; the work CmOnNg its
ovm members ond the work m-inly cssocicted with the
C-nodizns of cthor rocas.

In comnection with the first of these, thoe Lezgue
hns earried out g progrom of poth socizl ond aducstionnl
interests. There Ens Eecﬁ_éﬁEﬁs5?LH”EE_§5§:fJI"EEEESIEﬁs
IFe orotorical ond esscy contests for the Sceond Generation.
Also, iectugg_qugiggg_;ﬁﬂdtqggﬁ t~ble ronforencos hove
been proiit-cly conducted. For the purposc of cultivoting
ecloser friendship cnd maturl understonding =mOnE its own
members, cond of attroecting non-members, soeiels .

held from time to time. By thesc methodas, the posztién of
the Lecpue hos beon grectly strengthened.

The activities which had been carried on in ssscciation
with the Canadians include some memoratle events, &nd
perticipation in the Canadisn youth movement. In April
1936, four dele ates from the League wWere sent to Otigwa
to make represenfatiun Belore the Dominion Government of
the actual situation of the Second Generation in E. C.

To shere views snd opinlens of young Cenadians, the Lesgue

hos been sending representatives to the Nationsl Youth

Conpress since 1938, end has co-operated witn fhe lccal

Youth Council. Hecently, the Leafue hes arreanged and con-

Jucteq = serigs of podioc rro-deoost to meke more freguent . g
contoet with the Cancdian gublic. Last yesar, (1933} on

the visit of the King and GQueen, it hos tolken an sctive

part in the welcome for their Majesties. Early this year,
the Eod Cross Bopefit Copcort wos thald under the swonsor-
Y W It wes sup.ortcd by the

mé:l . !
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pi-monthly paper. In February 1939, it hss become &
roegular wezkly newsp-peo The New Cznadlan is Man inde-
pendent Nisei poper pledged to uphold truth, justice, and
freedom, and to cdvance the cause of Second Generation
Japonese in Canada."

The following gxcerpts are reproduced from this
peper; they represent the opinion ond views of the Second
Genperatlon oin SomMe topics of vital importonce.

ON CANADIANIZATION

The Wiseis in Eritish Columbilz sincercly beliave that
they are part and parcel of the Cznadian spoiety as une
expresses 1n this guototion. "Heving been horn ond bred in
this country, he neturally would be Concdisnized. He would
heve Cenodion idecs, customs, 2nd beliafs, yet strongely
enough, —————-"

. Further, they bclieve in the more complete Cenediani-
zation of the Niscls as stotod below

"ie Must Losa to Win' - M. Yuaso, November 17, 1939.

It is our duty to assimilate further with the paeople
of Canada, mot only bectuse it will further our causc but
also it will be necessory if we ore top remoin in Canade.
Already we hove token on much af tha Western wWays of
living, their custems and menners, languzife snd speech,
styles of dress, et cetera. Hovertheless, therc is muaech
to be done in ad justing our mental, social, physiczl 2nd
ecconomic cutloock. Time shows imprcvement.“

They accept this task as 2 great challenge, ond grimly
detcrmine to pursue the end set beforc them, 25 therc are
examples of othor racial groups whosé problem of assimilation
is being successfully splved. A Hisel student at the Uni-
versity of Saskatchowan, on hoving ohserved o remarkable
degree of Canndianization being renched zmong Gorme's,
Seandincviens, Poles, Russians, Jews, Bungorions, and
Foumanicns in the Pr-irie Province, sammad up that though
nour task in B. C. may bz infinitely mor:c difficult than
+hat of these other immigront Sroups, thers is an under-
1ying similarity." This stotement implics thot thers is 21l
the possibility for the Nisei to become truz Cansdizns.

NISEIL'S FUTURE 1N CANADA

The Jepanese Conndions, thourh lively cmars of the
existing restrictions and diccriminations, do feel thot
their destiny 1s in cancdo, .nd that they must shore Ies-
por:sibllity with others. Two axcerptz illustrote this
ngint.

noyr futurs, owr destiny

1+ is gur tcolo by mecils of
to eorg the rigot Eo shore Gf
Tt is our tosk Lo mensure up
gxpectations ~nd to be - derll
curs. "
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for edvancement. This, of course, czuses us to turn
impatiently and fretfully to asx 'Have we no purpose in life?!
'Must our youthful dr-zms vanish suddenly into thin air??

But calm and patient contemplation will tell some of us that
there is a work, a duty, an aim in life for every .Japanese-
Canadian, a task especially allotted to us, semething which
we alone are capable of performing and that is the bringing
of friendship between East and West."

NISEI RESPORSIBLE TO CAHADA

"je, the Second Generaticn, compose pact of the youth
of this country, we toco, are respeonsible for the progressive
growth and peace of the Dominion of canada. Therefore, all
Canadians, regardless of racial origin, have at least one
commen ground of endeavour, which means that must pursue
those ways that lead to the good of Canadsa.M i

H.B. Taken from a prize speech entitled "Are You An
Encourager?", by Norah Fujita, delivered at the
First Oratorical Contest held in Nrvember 15938
by the Japanese Canadian Citizens' League and
appeared in The New Canadian, WNovewber 24, 1938.

IV. THE SOCIAL SERVICE WORK IN THE JAPANESE-CANADTAN SOCIETY

The social service work performed by the Japanese in
co-operation with the munieipal and provincial authorities
and institution is briefly noted.

Tiret we shall discuss an aspect of Uu:work contributing
to the improvement of general health condi. on of the Japa-
nese in British Columbia and particularly in Vencouver, Ior
the health of any race is an important factor which influen-
ces vitality of settlers and thii» success. Furthermore, it

reflects to some extent the standard of living of the people.
L cince there has been no conclusive studies made in regard
to tris problem of nealth, our observation on the improve-
fent of the Japanese condition 1s very general and historic
in nature.¥? :

In the early period of the immigration into ¢.neda,
it is natural to suppose that Japsnese lmmigrants cntered
this country a5 healthy human beings. After a decade or
- so, the population of these pecple had become sufficiently -
large to demand the medical secrvice of their owm countrymen,
I for =5 we have seen, that majority were not able to speal
English; hence, the need of 2 doctor with the native lan-
guage. Solution of this problem was reached wpen Dr. K.
Shimotakshara M. D., medical graduate from the University
Sf Chicago, gund now a propinent arofessional el vancouver
became the first guthorized prysician o
Topanese communiiy 10 B. G, 10 the wi

4 6F Th1s man owsd the 1ircerptica of seversl movoitu

sustzin cond improve the hexzlth condizion of the parn
r znd Froser Vallew, though the part
hould not De passed wnnoticed,

especially in Vencouve
played by the others s

service randered by
Canadian public, thers
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to zlleviate the congested state in the

nearly 80 per cent in 1930 from 1929 .7

Of more recent dovelopicnt 15 tha

where the J2 anesc HoSD

attacked with an cpidemic of filu which =: 8 rampont o this
Continent at that time, & cmergency hospital was sct Up
=t Strathcona public &chool for these &and other potients

other institutions

.stoablishuc

elinlczl Rork axtondlng ovil wide zrec 1nL Voncouver é
frosor VzlleY. The most impor tent unit iz 1n Vincouvel
; 4t-] Clipic continuus to Serve the

number of T. B. cnses cmong the L petl

—_—

‘the supcort of the ity it Of “the

DCTAmG s _ln'v_.T

of worious Jopanaesy org.nizations.

oLhel aYImcnts , T Ghskhonses =2

control T. B. cnscs hos been goining it
stotisties roeveals.

ORIELTAL STATISTICS — 19
TY OF VANGOUVEL
Tuburculo:i

Duaths Froh

Yo \T‘:-.'r_'- sk R EE ':.--.['I.inl_ s5C
16931 - 533.30 -
32 = 217.90 =
33 - 213.50 =
34 - 2543 180.40
1 174,20 520,40
% - gz.14 570 . 4
7. - 129.08 214 .69
a8 - 149.69 256.15
Popul-tlons
' 1528 7 7,806

Source: Nikth MNational Musey

i nikdoeimuseum.org
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populaticn 1n 1931 w=5; Japanese - 8,328, ond Chinese -
13,011. The populztion of these two races in the City
varies according to the season, for many bteins engoared in
fishing znd farming put of town.

The death rates of Japanese tubercular patients for
years 1931 to 1933 were computed specially for the table.

Thourh the death rates of Japanese from tuberculosis
pes decreased, 1t capnot by ony means be regarded with
optimism when compared with those of other races except
Chinese. There hos teen o definite decreasze from 1931 in
the years following 1332.

In addition to combatting the nghite plague® the
Japanese entered inte the Dominion wide movenent for the
centrol of cencer. Comenting on the forrnotion in 1939
of the Japonese Unit, HO. 59, of the Canadicn Scciety for
ghe Confrol ol Laoncer, The pulletin 1ss5uen I: noy 1729 oy
ine Gocicty contained the clipping; "Under the lezdership
of Dr. Shimotskahara, the Jcpanese Colony hos orgonized the
largest unit in Vancouver with 116 membars. A CAnNVISSET

- smons Jopancse femlliaes is beins sddaed this summar .’

Another department of the socicl sorvice work in the
jocol comunity of Japencss is the unit of tha Vojcower
Welfrre Federction. Its orpcnitetion Ts ol rocent origin.
In 1932, the Cancdi-n Joponosc Associction LS consulted BY
cn official of the Federotion for support in the -~nmazl
coomeign te rolse fund from the public. Hovin: rozlized
the importance of the wholc matter as it eoncorned thoe
cntire Jopeonese of the city, tho Assoeiation mads o stiromg
appocl to ths vorious socloetlos roguastin:g, them to sond
ropresartotives to ¢ mectin, for considerction of the
guesticn.

When the delepatces of twenty-four orgenization convened
~nd di=zcusscd the pusincss set befora them, they uninl-
mously cecoptaed the sugrestion of the Federction, cnd
1ccided to co-opercte with the institution. Consaguantly,
neeessary steps were token for orponization forming the

Boord of Commithec comprised of o) mew ers each representing
i el sTE . sgeicty, cnd clso scttin, ng on glective

hod7 of 10 gxogutlVves. The nowly iounded locsl of the
Sgorotion wos namod "The Jonenesc Welfare Aszociztion’

with its office at the Connaion J;panéii“iﬁ%bfifﬁihﬂ?

The pein activities of the Jopencsc unit consists in
roising of fund from thoir own (roup in Voncouver, -nd in
~pDO tloninr_gjm;hg_;gtil'bﬁﬁtg}gggibn To Th. fe.n olllce
pRorfLlonll. LyEs On L e .

*nd to fho locol UriQds. - 6st Do DST cent cI
r.t-1nad by thi Assoceictlon 15 sxpoendad Lo Tnc cli

whilc the sacll portion is nllottod to the usz ol emergcncy
Ca5ES.

In 1933,
wos forycrded T
b e : fik

e =
bution to
1939 cred

oy
i A T




e R

i Yaor Lmount *4 1
1933 & B11.00
o 1,043.00 |
35 1,077.00 i
36 l 129.00
37 1,491.00
38 l LEE.GD
39 2048400
V. JAPAWESE CANADIANS AND CANADA'S WAR EFFORT.

"This country is now ot war with Germiny" - these
scme words of Prime Minister, Weville Chzmberloin probcbly
h-d been on the 1ips of nany British people tweuty-h4x
yesrs ago on &urust 4, 1914, when Great Britain declored
war on Germony. Then the colosscl strugrle hod continued
fdr duration of four years. During this ferrful and
wezry pericd mony died hoping that one duy there weuld
energe & vorld of eternzl pecce and h*p'ine 5. after the
conclusion of the Wor, the discrroment conferences were
h:ld, the pe~ce movenment was initi-ted, the Beparsitlons
vere re-cdjusted, for the world wos hph“llaa "u ths tre-
mendous impoact of the War upon 11 shises of 1ife, cnd
deternined not to re-eater upon the sccond vanture. But
211 the offort hod brourht we resunlt. Lost Sentember,
cgoin, ths same mojor sowers slunred into the conflict thot
saparrs to ba of differcnt charscter thor the one boefor:,
probobly effceting the urﬂ"t T 2conopnde, politiecl, ond
internstionsl distllrn4hnt in the yeors ta Ccona,

In this hour of notion:l omergency, acny of us in
British Columbi-~ ore reminded of the wvizil _nd protection
accorded by Jepon clong the cocst during the lost Grect
Wor, in obzerv:nee of the Anglo-Joponese Allicmee Trooty
which wrs fortunctely in existence ot thot time.

Besides, vetorins of the Greot VWar roetll te their
mind memories of hoerolce decds ond untold soerilfices. The
Joxoonase wor vetorons of Coneado cre not exeweption to this
fr.me of mind, for th.y too possiss racore to which they
Boy turn with pride.,

In 1914, when Gre-t Britoin deelared Wor on Gernony, i
the J-ponese throuch the Concdion Joponesc Associzntion sont
= messnge to Prime Minister of Concd. , Sir Robirt Borden,

: rovuaesting nernission to enlist theasclves into zetive

- servie: in the Conadirn Aroy Thay raceives o r;turn
tolospin Tron the Prondor Sooroeisting the offer, Dt thers
=a8 no r. 21y to thoe reguoest,

In the 1cte cutwm of 1915, Cootoln C2l<uchoon of tho
Cenn  icn ATty Be Carus . aarcoched the Con dinm Japanosc
ABsocinction susg;. tﬁh or: . nization of the Jopoiesa
voluntoors. f <ticn. insedistels oating wa- Sotdon;
initisted the conns 1~n siiny for voluntocrs. The lec:l
newspopsr joined in the nevencnt, urcing the youths to
u411=t. The nmoszss poctines were: hold in Vencouvar, How
W.stuinster, Steveston .nd other plrcos
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The troining commenced on Jonuory 17, 1916 .t Cordov: H-11,
Vancouver, under the comrmend of sovercl offiecrs.

After three nonths of intonsive troining, the men were
rendy for the front, ~nd waits . for order from the hecd-
guzrters to lecve for Frince. As word hod not ccune to thoo
in the mecntine, o deleirte wWoS sent to Ottows to enuuire
of the circuastonec. But the visit was of mo av. il.

The w-itinr, howover, ¢id not ead in éiscppointaent.

Some weeks loter, o certoin recruiting officor frou Bronors.
1borta -dvised the Concdicn Jopencse Associntlon that.
tha Jopgpesc Vo gﬂﬁéixﬁ_qgrg_ﬂglgpm;,to his hottolion,
Then the coniirmotion from tae Con~dinn Governn.nt hod cong,

they loft for Albartic.

The Japonese voluntoers who served oversess in 1916 cnd
-fter were ipeludad in the 209th Battclion; the 13th
Covolry Bottolion which l-ter bocode the fcnous Princess

Pots, the 192nd; 175th mnd 191s t—Brttolions.

The npumber of Joponese onlistod in the Concdinn
Expoditionsry Forcc w-g 197, of which 131 wers woundad in
gggiani_;gg_ig_jp:g_gi lad. 550 WhO roturnod, A5
¥ =ided in V-oncouver -t the time of the Roy: 1l visit to
Cancdn ond took pert in the Votorons! Gunrd of Honour.

Th- ocension was, indeed, o si ncl honour tastifyins thelir
loy-lty to Canndn.

Besidos, thoe veluni Ty sopviece offeres by the Joponasc
in the Conadizn oversens forcc, Ny h:d subscribed to the
Vietory Locn. In fzct the Jopanesc rostonded so onthu-
si-stiezlly thot the result °os on oversubseripticn of its
guot:s cmong thoen in V-ncouver. For this outstonding
~tt-inment, the Prince ef Welos! flap wos orosentod to the
Jzponose Comrmnity of Vencouvar In presenting, Moyor Grlo
stotod:

At the berinning of the compoisn the Jopanese were
~ssirned $50,000 25 thelr ~pmount but it wos soon perceived
that this cuota w-s too sunll, an. snother £50,000 «os
~dded. As o result of ths enthusi-sm which hos been put
into the work, this community hos gene 10 per cent over
its guotz, hoving to its credit $110,950.

"This is not the first time that we Conodizns reclize
thot in the Japonese, we hove our warn friends." -

To Cocn-dicns ot lorge, the study of -ttitude, sentiment,
-nd nection of the Joponese Conadicns in foce of the presenc
war ourht to be of consicer-ble interest. Even before the
Can~dals stond vos declired, the Joponese Consdinns clerrly
indicoted their will to shire responsibility with their
fellow citizens should Consdz particinate in the strugsle
of nrintaining demeccroilc arinciples. Eczrly in the
nutun of 1939, followin irpiedi-tely upon the outbrenit of
war between CGrect Erit.in and Cerucny, -n editoril spoeared
in The Hew Conodisn node this connent cnticipating the forth-

condlng cvent.

1But dependent upen the decisien of our lextders, the

tine noy not be for disthas, <hen we oy be ¢2llz2? upon to
anoeyme - more cetive role in the service of cur gountry.
Then 1t is the vizles our om decizlon.

nTruag, inc eur couniry his not baer 11iling
to secept our ~5 citi-ens. in time o pecce, thot
wo 4o ot hove agsurance thot we will bo cecopte 5
citizens wh restorod




i R e oL e

"True, indeed, that espiring politicians and editorizl
writers heve found in us a convenient stock of political
caplitsl, that legzl restrictions end public prejuciice have
barred and even expelled us from many professions and
occupations, that our demoeratic riphts and & veice 1o our
own povernment have bean denicd to us.

"True, indeed, that constent sttecks upon our choracter,
cur loyelty, our citizenship, could act h.ve but loft desp -
scars upon the surface of our corporate being.

"Ept in & naticnzl emergency of this kind we ust for- "L
ret these things, Just as we wonld dismiss them from our

.. minds immediately were Cenad.- te be threatensd with invesion,
9If znd when Porlizment lays down a notionzl pelicy of ' i
- “participation in this con-lict, we must be propared 'to-
assume our burden and fulfill our part in that pollecy--for
the sgke of our country, for the stxl of those whom w2 hold
decr to us, for the scke of futurs genarations of Jopenase o
.= Lonadicns . " o

Despite the foect that they cra tynder-srivilodged”
peoplc politically, ceonomicnlly, ond sociclly, os romarked |
in this cxcerpt, they hove rosolved to perform their duty in
the course of Cenada's wor effort, unmelestza by compli-
cotions orisin: out of such unjust condition=s. On Scztember
3, 1939, even sheod of the appearcnce of the cbove cditerizl,
thc Joponese Canadicn Citizens! Leopue dispotehod - telofron
to the Bt. Hon. W. L. Mzekenzie King, Prime Hinister of ths
Dominion, »ladging their loyclty to the country of thelr
birth. Thoe messape stoted;

#In this hour of nctionzl need, the Jopanese Conacion
Citizens' Leapgue unites with our fellow citlzons in pledping |
our deepest loyslty cond devotion to our country and the 1

- British Empire. we sre fully propered to —ct in the vroser-
votion of our Conadion democrotic ideczls.™

Furthermore, the Joponese Conadicons have been well
~w~pe of the importcnee of nation 1 unity espaciclly in
time of war. "Lost yeor in October, when the French Conedian
development over the cuesticn of conseription drew the
nttention of the whole Dominion, the Nisels 1so voiced
their opinion on the problom, steting thet suchMhallenge
cgoinst the Domindion's wer offort points to ¢ grove ond
corious weckness in our nitiomal unity." It continued,
"This problem of French Crnad: 1s by frr the most difficult
=nd importznt questirn in the estoblishment of on offcetively
united notiom. Put Cencdo's Pocific Province, with 1ts awm
sg-crlled Orientsl minerity protlem, must ploy Ats port in
= the weldin- of 2 united poorle of Conadn . " However, they -
clrimzd thot, "Therc con be only on. coursa, consigstent with
renson, justiec, or netionsl policy. Every scction of the
peoplc must be admitted into froo ond equel ecitiwonship,
rust be permitted to work cng live in soceurity and froodon,
to he united in times of notivncl cmergency.! -

;a5 which h.ve been inscorted in the pro-
~p. intreduced te proscnt som. golnts of
Crne thoir omn situstion in

Now wa eora to suamorioe mctoricd contrituticrns m.da by
the J-penesc Concdisns towar. s tha Copcdn s sir iund sincas
her dieision to ossume the Eokl

the presont.




have cuictly con. their oom iy, corntributin. individu.lly
~n? eollectivaly tornrds the wior func. The totrl thus scnt
in to the Governmont ot Ottor o5 cstim-ted teo be over

- 3,400t thd beginnin. of Y¥arrch, this year. Ror should the
affort of the Jopanes: communitizs in ciding the Red Cross
Society be overlooled. thei the Japanesc Conndizn Citizens!
Leosue sponsorea the Red C:uss wenelil Conecert ecrly in tha
yexTr, it iz not an excgperction to state that zlmost gntire
community of Japancse in Vencouver rallied forth to its sup-
sert. The net proceeds cmountini to #%43.93 from this conecert
= formarded to the Conadinn Red Cross Socicty. Also,

LS
vaorious cetivities in the couse of the some Soecisty ere

initiated by the Jopencse Conodicons ot such caentrcos os Cho-
m-inus, Duncon, Mission, Mcople Ridge, Strowberry Hill ond
Ocoon F-1ls. These instonces, OF above noted, boors tusti-
mony of thelr loyalty ond lowe of Conodz, thourh thoelr port

=¥ b inconspleuous fron the standpoint of the bBonminion.

COHNCLUSION

in conclusion of this cursory study, <ttempt is mode
to recntitulote soma putstzrdin; featurcs of the contribution
by the Japanese 1o Crneda ond to comment on the futur: of

the Joponese in this country.

To rocopitulnte:

In the first ploea, eorly J: penese immi;ronts doeserve

specicl credit Tor their rolc in the development of the
fishing industry in B, . Thoy discoverad numcrols fishing
~rounds clong the co-st of the Provinec, introduccd naew
mothods of fishing, =nd estoblished several bronehes of the
industry. BSurcly, thair courags cnd cffort cannot b over-
locked. In the sccond place, industry ~nd perscvarmnel of
the Jopanese farmers should not bo ifmored 25 they toilod
for the rrovth of ~oriculturc, t iz mrinly to thelr lobour
thot vast and wild iznd was transioriet into the farkile

~nd noctly cultivates Ffavme producin, mach thot contributes
to the cnjoyment ol c-nadions os well os the poppla RCTOSS
the soos. In the third plzcc, the vrlue of 1:bour supalicd
Wy the Joponesc in Lamberin: , mining, apd roilrocding connot
he: disrcoporded o8 nerely o pagsing cvant; for hove thy not
imigrated into this country during the seriod vhen the youni
notisn nceded every -y~il=ble nonpower to davolop her

imdustries?

pisc the degroc of ~ssimil:tion of the Joponcs. ~nd
their children should not be comsidorod lichtly, Tor AT
i5 wzll imown thot Concdicnizotion of o1l ipnizront races
is of foremest ioporinnco to thoe naticnsl unity. Tha
-nd effort of tha Joponesa asnpeeinlly tne Canadian-
di~nizcd is neoter in one o2 the preé-

desire
horn to become Cono
coding scections.
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Joponese Concdicns moy b found in the cttitude of the
¥hite Conndizns. However, intomsive is the desire snd
affort of the othar to bocope tcenlturnted, if there oxist
5 force to rosist them or nullify thonm, Joponcsse Conndians
an cecomplish little. Thorefore, rospomsibility lics in
the Concdiens of other races os well. PFinelly, poace ond
hopainess of the Jopencse Conedions desond lorgely upon
internationsl rolations bovgaon Jopon ond Conade. It is
2 hopa of ovoery Joponase Conzéisn to benr witness to further-
ance of friondship, understonding, ond co-oporction betweun
the two notioms, porticulorly in faec of the orosent situn-
tion zs onez struz.les for the defones of democrrey ond the'
cther for the "new order.t
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