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SEMINAR ’80

The Coming of Age:

“The Role of the Japanese Canadians
in the Canadian Society”

Saturday, November 1, 1980
Holiday Inn South, Pembina Highway
Winnipeg, Manitoba

8:45 - 9:15 a.m. Registration
9:15 - 10:15 a.m. Film: Tides of War
The story of the Japanese Canadians during
World War Il.
10:15 - 10:30 a.m. Coffee Break
10:30 - 12:00 noon Seminar: “People Betrayed”

Speaker: Ann Sunahara, Edmonton, Alberta.

Ann is the author of a forthcoming book based on the
wartime experience of the Japanese Canadians.
Question and answer period to follow.

12:00 noon - 1:15 p.m. Lunch is provided.

1:15 - 3:30 p.m. Seminar: The Redress Issue
Speaker: Naomi Tsuji, Toronto, Ontario.
Naomi is the Vice-President of the National Association
of Japanese Canadians and the chairperson of the National
Committee on Redress.
Small group discussions to follow.

6:30 p.m. Banquet
Film by Rick Shiomi, Vancouver, B.C.
Address by Gordon Kadota, President of the National
Association of Japanese Canadians

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ -

REGISTRATION FORM

NAME

ADDRESS PHONE NO.

CITY PROVINCE POSTAL CODE

Return to: Mary Yamane Seminar Registration: $5.00 per person
1105 Strathcona Street (Senior Citizens free)
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3G 3G7
by October 22, 1980 Banquet: $15.00 per person

Please make cheques payable to M.J.C.C.A. Amount Enclosed:

For additional registration forms or further information, contact Art Miki at 489-5120.

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-2-5-1-3
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NAM¢
NATIONAL JAPANESE CANADIAN ASSOCIATION ™ [~ ;-

0 i""lh'!ijf f
\\iﬁ\f\‘ Y (Formerly known as National JCCA and pending registration) . Aﬁ{;

%r-‘&‘—'ﬂéy 26th 1980
To: Delegates and Representatives to the 9th National JCCA Conference
Centres not represented

Centres not previously contacted
Directors of Host Chapter, Vancouver

Dear Community Leaders:

At the recent Ninth National JCCA Conference in Vancouver which was
attended by representatives from Toronto, Hamilton, Winnipeg, Leth-
bridge, Calgary, Edmonton and Vancouver, some major significances

and changes have happened in our national organization. These changes
are expected to bring about a worthy credibility and functional via-
bility which should become recognized accordingly.

The atmosphere of the Conference was enthusiastic and positive,
"toward a new direction". It is really not possible to put down on
paper, the enthusiasm with which the delegates left the Conference,
along with a realistic approach to the plans and projects. I do
believe that this combined attitude came from the realization that
there are indeed many facets for our national organization to serve
our community, and that we must really coordinate our efforts.

On the attached sheets, I have listed the projects and decisions,
from which you can see the transformation towards a truely national
organization. While there may be pros and cons to the name change,
the decision was made by a definite majority vote, and I feel this

is a positive significance to create a new direction and attitude.
All of the projects and actions to be taken may not be of immediate
benefit to your particular Community but I am sure you will agree
that they reflect a concern and interest towards the Japanese Cana-
dians at large.

Some of the major changes which were decided at the Vancouver Confer-
ence are:

CHANGE OF NAME
From National JCCA to,
NATIONAL JAPANESE CANADIAN ASSOCIATION (Mational JCA)

The change of name from JCCA to JCA is to reflect better, the image
and representation which encompasses the present day objectives of
the Japanese Canadian centres. All the cities and towns where there
is a representative Japanese Canadian organization are invited to
become a member of the National Council of the JCA. The name of
these representative organizations is not the concern of the National
JCA. The important point is that they represent the majority of the
Japanese Canadians of their respective communities, and that they
have a common bond to feel that an effectiwve national organization
will benefit all the Japanese Canadians.

) AL DC N mIE AN
'J":E?Lr'r.j { L_f"ﬁ-lf,!.?

continued to page 2
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Page 2

NEW SLATE OF OFFICERS

At the Vancouver Conference, the following persons were nominated
and elected to serve as the National Executive Officers:

President Gordon R. Kadota Vancouver, B.C.

lst Vice President Naomi Tsuji Toronto, Ontario

2nd Vice President &

James Horiuchi Vancouver, B.C.
Secretary-Treasurer 4

As Past President, George Imai will continue to serve on the
National Executive Committee. There will also be further appoint-
ments made by the President, as required for the administration of
the National Office.

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE OFFICE IN VANCOUVER

With the election of Gordon Kadota to the Presidency, the Naticnal
Executive Office will now be located in Vancouver. This decision
was also made at the Conference owing to the necessity to have the
National Office located where the President resides.

As the newly elected President of the National JCA, I face the
responsibility with enthusiasm and humility. I also realize that
such a responsibility cannot be fulfilled without good communication
and cooperation by all the centres.

At this time, as the representative organization of your Japanese
Canadian Community, I not only invite your participation but sincer-
ely request and urge that your organization give consideration to
becoming a member of the Council of the National JCA, if not done so
already.

Please review the attached report so that you will understand why
your participation is so important. The projects and plans are
substantial, but all necessary and realistic. Some of them will
certainly require funds. However, at this stage, we are not making
any financial allocations to the participating centres. We only ask
that they give consideration to supporting the national organization
of the Japanese Canadians by making a contribution within the means
of their financial resources. For your reference, the following page
will give you an idea of what is happening across Canada.

continued to Page 3
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CENTRE

Montreal

Ottawa
Toronto
Hamilton
London
Thunder-an
Winnipeg

Lethbridge

Calgary
Edmonton
Kamloops
Kelowna

Vernon

New Denver
Greenwood

Vancouver

Note:

Page 3

STATUS OF JAPANESE CANADIAN CENTRES ACROSS CANADA

MAME OF
RGANIZATION

JC Cultural
Centre

Ottawa Japanese
Community Society
Toronto JCCA
Hamilton JCCA

Not known

Not known

Manitoba .JCCA

Lethbridge JCCA

STATUS

Interested

undergoling
Wish to be

Interested

in activities but
re-organization.
kept informed.

in activities.

Wish to be kept informed

Member of Council

Member of Council

Understand there is a group.
This is the first contact.

Understand there is a group
This is the first contact

Member of Council

Member of Council

Calgary JC Community Expected to become member

Organization

Edmonton Japanese
Community Club

Kamlpops Japanese

of Council, shortly

Expected to become member
of Council, shortly

Participation being considered

Canadian Association

Kelowna JC
Community Group

Vernon JCCA

New Denver
Kyowakai

Greenwood JC
Community

Greater Vancouver
JCCH

Participation being considered

Participation being considered

This is the first contact

This is the first contact

Member of Council

s0 we can establish communications with them.

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-2-5-2-3
il Nikkeimuseum.org

FINANCIAL

COMMITMENT

Under consideration and

will be reporting

Under consideration and

will be reporting

About $1,000.

Will be repcrfing.
$1,000. ALREADY PAID IN

Under consideration and

will be reporting

About $1,000.
Will be reporting

$5,000. committed

If you know of other centres where there is a JC organization, please advise NEC



Page 4

It is my plan to personally visit your community sometime this year
to meet with you and members of your community. I hope you will
accord me the opportunity to explain in detail, the worthy. programs
of the National JCA. Please do not hesitate to write or phone me
if you have guestions or suggestions. We would like to hear from
you to get a consensus of your community.

After such an active Centennial Year, we have had a relatively

guiet two years, nationally. But it is wery clear to me that the-
Centennial year was just the start for the Japanese Canadians to

be positively identified as a worthy participant, with distinction,
in the multi-culturalistic society of Canada. Prime Minister Trudeau
acknowledged this in his recent speech at the state dinner in Vancou-
er. However, there is much more work to be done and we cannot just
sit back and be good citizens. I am sure that all of the represen-
tative organizations, in their respective centres, are continuing

to establish the Japanese Canadian identity. We must also do this at
the national level so that there will be a similar and meaningful
impact across the nation.

Thank you for your considerations.

Yours sincérely,
NAME PENDING
NATIONAL JAPANESE CANADihN ASSOCIATION
(National JCA, formerly known as JCCA)
.z'rl '_} i
fr/‘,f{. f 'fgﬁiﬂi_/ e

ks bl e _f'-fk.-.J-.'zf-. o o
Gordon R. Kadota
President

CORRESPONDENCE

Gordon R. Kadota

204 - 589 Howe Street
Vancouver, B.C.

V62 2C2

Phone: (604) 682-7345
266-7280

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-2-5-2-4
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‘DATE:

FROM:

TO:

SUBJECT :

NOTE -

May 26th 1980

Gordon R. Kadota - Designated HRecording Secretary of the
9th National JCCA Conference.

As a result of the organizational
changes, this Conference became the

lst National JCA Conference and elected
Gordon Kadota as the President.

Attending Delegates and Representatives
Japanese Canadian Centres not represented

CONFERENCE DECISIONS AND ACTION TO BE TAKEN

This report is a summary of the motions and resclutions passed at the
JCCA/JCA National Conference.

The reports on each subject are:

. To serve as a notice to all National JCA Council Members (Attending
delegates of the Centres and project representatives)

. And to inform the Centres not represented.

The actual minutes of the Conference will be transcribed from the tapes
and mailed to all Centres before July lst 1980.

1. ORGANIZATION AND FINANCES

OBJECTIVES: To review the status of our national organization and find the means

DECISIONS:

to bring about better communications and cohesiveness.

A. The Conference adopted NATIONAL JAPANESE CANADIAN ASSOCIATION
as the name of the natiomnal organization. This is a successor
to the National JCCA and hence until the new name is established,
the organization will be announced as:

\NG NATIONAL JAPANESE CANADIAN ASSOCIATION
{) (Formerly known as the National JCCA)

. After legal search and survey of possible conflicting names
the name of the organizationm will be duly registered.

In case of a name conflict, the National Executive Committee
will choose an alternate from:

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF JAPANESE CANADIANS
JAPANESE CANADIAN NATIONAL ASSOCIATION

At the time of this writing, the National Executive Committee
feels that there will be no conflict if the abbreviated name is
National JCA and not NJCA. In otherwords, the word 'National'
be written and spoken at all times.

«eaat0 page 2
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ORGANIZATION & FINANCES (Continued)

DECISIONS:

B.

Page 2

The National Executive Office will be located in Vancouver
for the period of the term of the elected officers.
(President and Vice-President)

The organizational structure of the National JCA will be:

NATIONAL COUNCIL

Delegates from each participating
Centre will make up the Natiomal
Council. Participating Centre means
the representative organization of
cities and towns where there are
Japanese Canadian activities.

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE
(NEC)

The President and Vice-President
will be nominated and elected by the
National Council. Other NEC members
to be appointed by the President.

SUBCOMMITTEE OR
STANDING COMMITTEE

As established or appointed by the
National Council or NEC

The following were nominated and elected as the Executiwve
Officers of the Mational JCA.

President
lst Vice-President

2nd Vice-President &
Secretary-Treasurer

Gordon R. Kadota, Vancouver

Naomi Tsuji, Toronto

James Horiuchi, Vancouver

Past President George Imai will be an Exofficioc Member and
continue to serve on the MNational Executive Committee.

The minimum budget as presented in the proposal ($13,300 per
annum) for the operation of the NEC was accepted.

Present commitments total 58,000, with further contributions
indicated. Funding for this initial year is based on a
volunteer contribution as opposed to allocations or other

assessments.

The NEC will study and prepare a draft of the Constitution
for the National JCA, to be ratified at the 2nd Natiomal

JCA Conference in 1982.

Source: MNikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-2-5-2-6
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Page 3

2. REDRESS (previously called Reparations)

OBJECTIVES:

DECISION:

To study and determine the National JCA position, and possible
action, as to whether we will seek Redress for the World War II
uprooting and related suffering.

A. The current Redress Committee headed by Naomi Tsuji, will con-
tinue the work, based on the Vancouver Centre's recommendations.

B. All Centres are to effectively discuss the Redress Issue for a
six months period, effective immediately, and report to the
Redress Committee.

ACTION All Centres, with guidelines from NEC and Redress Commi-
tee.

C. The NEC review and discuss with the Redress Committee, the reports
from the Centres (above six months) and within a six months period
prepare a recommendation to the National Council. (In otherwords,
this Recommendation by the NEC to the Council is to be ready for
presentation in twelve months.

3. RESEARCH & DOCUMENTATION

OBJECTIVES:

DECISIONS:

With the thirty year lapse since the uprooting of the Japanese
Canadians, most of the archival resources pertaining to this
experience are now available., The objective is to research, gather
and compile all the available material so that it will be useful
reference and valuable contribution to other inter-related projects
such as, Redress, War Measures Act, Constitution Revision and Human
Rights.

The Edmonton Centre continue to undertake this project. Although
no further research is considered necessary at this time, Ann Suna-
hara be appointed to compile the documents from her research and
relate them with the respective Committees. To be completed in
three months. Copies of Ann Sunahara's "A People Betrayed" be
mailed to the respective Committees.

ACTION Edmonton Centre/Ann Sunahara (three months)

A budget of $500. be allocated for the preparation of the relevant
documents. Kinzie Tanaka of Toronto will spearhead a drive to
generate this $500.

4, RACISM AND HUMAN RIGHTS

OBJECTIVES:

To monitor, review and possibly take action on current issues of
Racism and Human Rights, such as the South East Asian Refugee
situation, or the "yellow peril" as perceived in the recent CTV
W=5 program. '

..to page &4
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Page 4

RACISM AND HUMAN RIGHTS (continued)

DECISIONS:

. The NEC establish a Standing Committee on Human Rights and
Race Relations, with George Imai as Chairman.

All Centres be encouraged to appoint a Human Rights representative
who will liaise with the Chairman of the Standing Committee and
NEC.

ACTION All Centres to advise Chairman and NEC when appointment
of representative is made.

5. WAR MEASURES ACT/CANADIAN CONSTITUTION REVISION

OBJECTIVES:

DECISIONS:

To understand the War Measures Act and establish its effect as
related to the Japanese Canadian uprooting. And to prepare a
position or submission to have the Act repealed or altered whereby
the Canadian Bill of Rights will be entrenched in the constitution.

A. Art Shimizu of Hamilton to strike a Committee to prepare a
National JCA position paper, within three months.

ACTION Art Shimizu/NEC Immediate/3 months/on-going

B. Within one month, NEC to appoint a Chairperson feor a Constitu-
tion Revision Committee and together, form the Committee which
will prepare a position paper on the entrenchment of the Bill
of Rights into the Comnstitution. The NEC to submit this

position paper to the Parliamentary Committee on Constitutionm.

ACTION NEC 1 month/on-going

6. BIOGRAPHICAL & SOCIAL HISTORY OF THE JAPANESE CANADIANS

OBJECTIVES:

DECISION:

To research, assemble and compile the biographical and social
history of the Japanese Canadians; prominent individuals and

organizations. The purpose is to ensure preservation of the

Japanese Canadian history in the archives.

Edmonton and Calgary Centres to review the objectives and prepare
a recommendation to the WEC which will feature the methods and
procedures to achieve the objective. This recommendation to be
presented within one year, with an interim report in six months.

ACTION Edmonton/Calgary Immediate/Wov.30, 1980/May 31, 1981

7. NATIONAL CULTURAL PROGRAM

OBJECTIVES:

To establish a program or organization that will coordinate a
national cultural program. The Program or Organization will
provide; an efficient communications network, cultural program
aids and resources, exchange programs, national tours, youth
conferences, sports competition, etec., on a national basis.

. to page 5
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Page 5
NATIONAL CULTURAL PROGRAM Continued

DECISIONS: NEC to instruct Winnipeg Centre (Winnipeg was absent at this
discussion; Sunday PM) to:

. Establish a Subcommittee, including members of the original
committee,

Which will study the recommendations made by the original
committee as pertaining to the Nationmal Cultural Program,
and the possible incorporation into the structure of the
National JCA,

Then prepare a recommendation to the NEC,

Within a period of six months

ACTION Winnipeg/Subcommittee Immediate/Nov. 30, 1980

8. IMMIGRATION MATTERS

OBJECTIVES: To review the present Immigration practises as related to the
Japanese entries, and to determine if there are any possible
discriminatory practises or procedures.

DECISIONS: Vancouver Centre appointed for this study. NEC to appoint a
Chairperson and recommend that all Centres appoint a liaisen
person to work with the Vancouver Subcommittee. The Subcommittee
to_prepare a report within six months and present to the NEC.

NEC to deliberate this report and prepare possible submission to
related authorities.

ACTION NEC/Vancouver Centre Immediate/Nov. 30, 1980

9. JAPANESE LANGUAGE TEXT BOOK

STATUS: Funds received from the Secretary of State to research, prepare
and eventually produce a Japanese Language Text Book appropriate
for the Japanese Language Schools in Canada. (Current funds are
for the research portion only) Project team has been formed in
B.C. as originally designated and work will commence immediately.

ACTION NEC will oversee Project Team and Vancouver Centre, to
ensure scheduled work progress and appropriate interim
reporting, including liaison with other Centres and
Japanese schools.

Project Team/Vancouver Centre/NEC Immediate/on-going

. to page 6
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10, CANADIAN NATIONAL UNITY/CONSTITUTION REVISION

OBJECTIVES: 1In the light of the Quebec Referendum, it was thought appropriate
and timely for the Natiomal JCA to publicly express the Japanese
Canadian position as related to the Referendum.

DECISION: A position paper (Declaration) was drafted by four of the delegates.

ACTION: The Declaration was delivered to CP Press, and cables sent to:

Prime Minister Trudeau, Ottawa
Premier of Quebec; Rene Levesque, Quebec
Opposition Leader of Quebec; Claude Ryan, Quebec

The text:
DECLARATION

We, Japanese Canadians, gathered in Vancouver on May 16-19,

1980, for the Ninth National Conference, wish to declare unequi-
vocally our commitment to natiomal unity based on justice and
equality.

We, too, have struggled to maintain our identity. We have
faced racism, disfranchisement, uprooting, confinement in detention
camps, dispossession, and, for some of us, exile from Canada. Only
in 1949 did our perseverance win us full citizenship.

We, therefore, are sensitive to the desire of the people of
Quebec to preserve their cultural integrity. We recognize that the
struggle of the people of Quebec to preserve their culture, a struggle
begun in 1760, has made possible the cultural pluralism which we
enjoy today. Furthermore, we wish to preserve this multi-cultural
identity in an unified society.

We wish to declare our .support for one Canada benefitting from
ethnie, cultural, regional, and linguistic diversities. The dynamics
emerging from the harnessing of these diversities towards national
unity stand as our unique strength. We, therefore, urge the revi-
sion of the Canadian Comstitution which will be structured to incor-
porate these and other ingredients towards a strong national unity.

NATIONAL JAPANESE CANADIAN ASSOCIATION
Gordon Kadota
President

11. RECOGNITION OF THE BUDDHIST CHURCH IN QUEEEC

STATUS: After more than 20 years, the Buddhist Church is yet to be recog-
nized in the Province of Quebec. (Buddhist ministers cannot perform
marriage ceremonies) The National JCA was requested if support
could be given to the endeavours towards such recognition.

DECISION: Although the National JCA is non-sectarian, the status in Quebec is
thought to be contrary to the religious rights in Canada, and that
the National JCA would render organizatiomal support to the efforts.

ACTION: Obtain and review the details of the status, and prepare the format
of support with guidance from the Montreal Centre.

sss EO page 7
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Page 7
12. RECOGNITION OF THE BUDDHIST RELIGION

STATUS: In the Religious Census of Statistics Canada, all the numerous
Christian denominations are listed separately while Buddhism is
not even listed; and can only be counted in as 'others'

DECISION: The National JCA will support the endeavours to have Buddhism to be an
offically recognized religion in Canada.

ACTION: Write to Statistics Canada and request recognition. Failing a
satisfactory response, further action be taken with the Canadian
Human Rights Commission, citing Section 5.

NOTE: On the above matters pertaining to the Buddhist Religion, it should be noted
that while the National JCA is non-sectarian, members of the Buddhist faith
do make up a considerable segement of the Japanese Canadians. There was no
opposition in the Conference in considering the issue as a matter of Civil,
Ethnic and Religious rights, and to render support accordingly.

13. NATIONAL JCA REPRESENTATION

A. COUNCIL OF NATIONAL ETHNO-CULTURAL ORGANIZATIONS

Recently organized and consists of 45 ethno-cultural groups whose population
will make up one-third of Canada's population. To strive for the ethnic
recognition.and rights, and provide a forum for communication among the
different ethno-cultural communities.

DECISION: NEC will review the objectives and activites to determine
participation.

B. JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE (JACL) CONFERENCE

Will be holding their Biennial Conference in early July. American counter-
part of the National JCA and currently involved in an active campaign for
Redress.

DECISION: NEC to review and decide on participation.

14, FUND RAISING - NATIONAL JCA AND CENTRES

DECISION: Winnipeg Centre to gather information related to effective fund-
raising methods. Collate information and distribute to all Centres.

ACTION: Winnipeg Immediate and on-going

15. NEXT CONFERENCE

DECISION: Alberta centres will host the Znd National JCA Conference in
Calgary in the spring of 1982.

END OF SUMMARY REFORT
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF JAPANESE CANADIANS (NAJC) Page 2

REDRESS (also known as Reparations) To continue the surveys among the

communities. Monitor and compile the community concensus and deter-

mine the course of action.

RESEARCH AND DOCUMENTATION With the 30 years lapse since the uprooting
of the Japanese Canadians, most of the archival documents pertaining

to the evacuation are now available, including hitherto unknown facts.
The NAJC will research and compile all the available material so that
it will be useful reference to support and substantiate the Japanese-
Canadian position on current issues related to the Bill of Rights

and Civil Liberties.

RACISM AND HUMAN RIGHTS To monitor, review and take a position or
possible action on current issues of Racism and Human Rights.

NATIONAL CULTURAL PROGRAM To study the need and feasibility of esta-
blishing a National Cultural Program which would contribute to the

multi-cultural society of Canada, and promote the preservation of
the Japanese Canadian cultural heritage.

JAPANESE LANGUAGE TEXT BOOK To research, prepare, and eventually
produce a Japanese Language Text Book that is appropriate to the

Japanese Language Schools in Canada.

IMMIGRATION To review the present Immigration status as related to

the Japanese entries, such as; comparison of entry figures, entry
and selection procedures, and status of settlement.

NATIONAL UNITY AND CANADIAN CONSTITUTION REVISION In light of the
Quebec Referendum, a position paper of the Japanese Canadians be

prepared with respect to National Unity and entrenchment of the
Bill of Rights into the proposed revision of the Canadian Constitution.

o ok o ok o ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok kR

Further information is available from the National Executive Office.

Interim correspondence Gordon R. Kadota, President

address: National Association of Japanese Canadians
204 - 569 Howe Street
Vancouver, B.C.
VeC 2C2 Phone (604) 682-7345
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RELEASE - JUNE 4TH 1980 RELEASE - JUNE 4TH 1980

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF JAPANESE CANADIANS (NAJC)

(Formerly known as National JCCA)

With the slogan, "toward a new direction'", delegates to the Ninth
National JCCA Conference in Vancouver, May 16-19, adopted a new name,
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF JAPANESE CANADIANS, to be known as NAJC. Thus,
the Ninth National JCCA Conference became the First NAJC Conference.

The change of name from JCCA to NAJC is to accurately convey the concept
that the national organization represents all of the Japanese Canadian

centres and their present day objectives. The change of name, which is
only for the national organization, should also reflect better, the image

and representation of the Japanese Canadians at the national level.

Succeeding the endeavours of the former National JCCA, the objective of
the NAJC is to establish a closer link between the Japanese Canadian
communities and actively pursue their concensus of the present day
challenges, thus becoming a truely representative national organization
of the 40,000 plus Japanese Canadians. '

The newly elected officers are:

President: Gordon R. Kadota, Vancouver, B.C.
lst Vice President: Naomi Tsuji, Toronto, Ontario
2nd Vice President &

Secretary-Treasurer: James Horiuchi, Vancouver, B.C.

As Past President, George Imai of Toronto will continue to serve on the
National Executive Committee and there will be further appointments by
the President. The National Executive Office will be located in Van-
couver, B.C., with a liaison office in Toronto.

Some of the pertinent subjects discussed at the Conference were:

ORGANIZATION The governing body of the NAJC will be the National
Council, which will consist of the representative organization from

every centre (city or town) where there is Japanese Canadian activity.
The National Council will elect the officers who will then form the
National Executive Committee.

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-2-5-2-13
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National JCCA

Japanese Language Téxtbook Project

(Introduction to Application)

A committee of the JCCA and the Language S5chool Assoc. has i
been st;uck fq pursue the possibility of publishing a Canadian
Japanese Language Textbook. A textbook that is. interesting,
relevant and acceptable to Canadians.

Today the language schoﬁls_use texts from Japan and the
United States. These Texts are either too difficult or not relevant
to Canadians and in the case of the American text.not even to Japan.
We hope that by publishing a text here we can make it compatible
to the Canadian Scené and nﬁt of California, liawaii, or Jaman.

Due to the“pﬁhibitive costs of publishing a textbook,esyecially
one that is not using the Western alphabet letters, we respectfully
submit this applicafion for assistance.

We have qualified veople willing to assist in.this nroject.
(Teachers, artists, photographers, etc.)

Time frame - start in July or August 1980 to finish by May 1981,

Research will bg undertaken by fhe 3 major assoc. - B.C.,
Toronto, and Mtl. Lanpguage Gchools. This research will bg the basis
of the Text.

The compiling of the research and the written text will be
undertaken by the BEritish Columbia Jananese Lanruage ichool »ssoc.
in econjunction with the JCCi (Varcouver Jhanter) under the

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-2-5-2-14a
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: and Mr. Takeshi Komori.
¢o‘chairmanship of Shirley Kakutani/ In conjunction with the written

text - diagrams, illustrations and if necessary photogranhs will be
coordinated with it.
‘When the first draft of the text is completed it will be sent

to the other area schools for evaluation. This will be the foundation

for the final draft.

L

The textbook will be designed for Japanese Qanadian and -

.

Occidental children and for begining adults.

Source: Nikkei National Museurn, 2018-16-2-5-2-14b
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COMBATTING RACISHM

A PROPOSAL TO THE NJCCA

Pacism has always existed within Canadian society. It just seems

that at certain times in our history it has been less contagious than
at others. However, several phenomena in the social, political, and
economic spheres of Canadian society have caused racism to fester
again. These phenomena include (1) a changing social composition
within Canada resulting from the accumulative effect of increased
immigration to this country particularly from such non traditional
immigrant sources as Africa, the West Indies, South America, South
Asia, South East Asia and the Far East; (2) a decline in the health

of Canada's economy, greater competition for scarce resources and,

a concomitant wish to scapegoat or blame these and other problems

on immigrants generally, and, visible minority immigrants particularly;
(3) heightened awareness amongst minority groups regarding their

rights to equal opportunity arising from such social phenomena as the
civil rights movement and third world 1iberation movements, and, a
concomitant white lack of acceptance, resentment, and backlash regarding
the visible minority presence in Canada; (4) ineffective response
mechanisms at the governmental, community, and institutional level to
reduce racial and ethnic tensions.

It would be all too simple to say that these phenomena do not impact
upon established visible minority groups in Canada who have, through
sheer time and effort to integrate, now institutionalized their presence
within the Canadian mosaic. However, this premise is wrong.
Unfortunately, racism transcends time and acculturation dynamics. With
racism, the issue that leaves one open to discriminatory treatment is
quite simply the race and colour of the individual, aspects of a person
which cannot be changed, as opposed to such factors as language, dress,
culture, habits etc. which can and in fact do change constantly.

The issue of racism in the Canadian context today has significant impact
upon the Asian community. Two social phenomena particularly have come
to light recently to reflect it. (1) The South East Asian Refugee
situation, (2) the perceived "yellow peril" threat to white students
within the university faculties, and, resurgence of the thesis that the
Asian is to be foreign in Canada. (As manifested by the W5 TV programme).

Both phenomena have generatad the same old "yellow peril" stereotypes
that were floating around against Japanese and Chinese Canadians back

in the twenties and thirties. The stereotypes have not changed and

the targets have not changed. A racist makes no distinction between

and amongst Asians except when it suits his or her convenience. As time
passes, and world economic issues play a greater role in intergroup
relations, a third phenomenon that will again affect race relations

vis a vis Asians in Canada will be Canada's and the U.S.A.'s relationship
with such countries as China and Japan. While these relationships may

vl &
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be currently amicable, they are also subject to change, particularly if
immigration from China and Japan were to increase. As long as Asians
in Canada continue to be viewed as foreigners simply because of race
and colour instead of being considered as an integral part of the
Canadian mosaic, the visible minority-non-white position in this

; country remains in jeopardy. It serves no purpose whatsoever to ignore
or run away from this problem. By doing so, the myth of "Asian is
foreign" continues to exist in the society. The only way to guarantee
the future of Asian Canadians in the Canadian mosaic is to combat racism.
There is simply no other alternative.

Within the organizational life of visible minority and ethnic communities,
the issue of race and ethnic relations couched in the term human rights

is increasingly becoming a priority issue. Numerous organizations have
institutionalized this priority item on their organizations' agenda by
establishing human rights committees which are engaged in such activities
as writing briefs to government to improve human rights legislation,
lobbying government to ensure that equal uppnrtunity-princip]es are
maintained, working on projects and activities which assist in promoting
intergroup understanding and respect at the community and institutional
level, combatting acts of discrimination by making the organization's
views known to offending groups who may discriminate or perpetuate
derogatory stereotypes cuch as the media and the mass media advertising
industry in order to vemedy discriminatory behaviour, and, finally without
limiting other ideas, acting as participantis on various community, racial,
ethnic, institutional or church committees and organizations actively
working in the race relations and human rights field.

1f the visible minority communities cannot take leadership in this most
crucial area, but instead rely upon government agencies, the churches,
the schools, the police, etc. to quarantee their interests they make a
fatal mistake. Eternal vigilance is the price of freedom and that
vigilance requires a shared responsibility and partnership amongst all
sectors of society.

A Proposal For Action

(1) That the NJCCA establish a Standing Committee on Human Rights
and Race Relations

(a) That the Standing Committee be comprised of representatives
of the MJCCA, and, that the Standing Committee be
preferrably located in Toronto because of its central
location

(b) That each affiliate or member association also nominate
a human rights representative who will also be a member
of the Standing Committee in order to ensure communication
between the Committee and the regions

(c) That a Chairman of the Standing Committee be elected at
the Conference.

Source: Mikkel Mational Museurmn-2018-16-2-5-2-15b gl
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Responsibilities of the Standing Committee

Because a significant percentage of the work the Standing Committee
will comprise appropriately reacting to incidents or issues of

racism and discrimination (i.e. the W5 complaint, advertisements

and magazine or newspaper articles) it is important that the Standing
Committee be delegated sufficient authority to quickly respond to
these problems when they arise, while the issue is still hot. The
difficulty and expense of consulting with all the regions would render
the Standing Committee impotent.

The Standing Committee would, in addition to responding to the every
day complaints and issues arising also provide programme ideas to the
chapters and affiliates on activities and projects it might initiate
in their communities.

Finally, as mentioned earlier, the Standing Committee would be
responsible for liaising with various human rights and race relations
agencies and organizations, preparing relevant briefs and submissions,
and appropriately lobbying relevant government, institutional or
community organizations on race relations matters.

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-2-5-2-16
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In Canada, probably more than any other country, the issue
of restitution has more precedents. Under what.is known as ''compre-
hensive claims," the fqrmef Iiberal Government approved a few
native claims amounting to hundreds of millions of deollars. HEgc:
tiations of claims with other native esroups are also continuing.
These cases are based on the argument that the native peoples did
not have formal treaties when they surrendered their lands. Other
nspecific eclaims", involving abroeations of existine treaties and~
obligations, are also in varicug stapes of submission or neeotia-
tion. Like the native groups who are firhting to retain lands
which they consider riehtfully theirs, the Japanese Canadians are
also seekine compensation for the irresponsible mishandling of their
property and possessions by the Federal Government.

Irideed, the precedents provide strong justification for

the Japanese Canadian reparations campaign, but the movement goes

beyond just monetary considerations. The community has proven
that, deépité years of discrimination and hardship in Canada, iﬁ
remains deeply committed in word and deed to the betterment of this
nation. It is this commitment which is the over-ridine concern of
‘the Japanese Canadians. By pursuing this imﬁortant human riehts
ijssue, the community hopes to educate the public on the value of
riehts and freedoms and the ease with which they can SoO easily be

violated in times of crisis.

PROPOSALS

Introduction

The reparations committee of the Japanese Canadian

Citizens Association has found, throuszh a nation-wide survey of the

Solres kel National Museum, 2018-16-2-5-2-17b
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The Programs

7 At preéent, a policy framework has been deﬁeloped,
establishine a proeram from_which the foundation will operate.
Under the first part of the prosram, top priority is
beine eiven to Japanese Canadlans, their future, their history,
their comanunity, their culture, and their people. Special
emphasis is to be given to the pioneering Issei, the first-
generation Japanese Canadians, who bore the brunt of frustration,
misery énd loss before and durine the Second World War. A nursingf
home is planned and would be located in an area supportine a large
JapanesejGanadian population. For the Issei who prefer to live
independéntly, a tax rebate pro-ram could be negotiated to give
them a stroneer financial base. For the second- and third-
generation Nisei and Sansei, a broad ranee of programs is beine
planned to eﬁccurage a Japanese-Canadian ijdentity, throush leader-
ship training, community orsanizations and educational opportunity.
A sienificant proportion of the foundation will be
devoted to developine ethnic relations and human riehts. Under
this proeram, scholarships, fellowships and erants will be made
available to eroups oOT sndividuals undertakine projects for
research, survey public education, legal battles, and publications
concernine multiculturalism and human riehts in Canada. In addi-
tion, a national human riechts and ethnic relations publication
will be established to introduce Canadians to contemporary issues.
The final section of the proposal will concentrate on

developine relations between Canada and Japan. Educational,
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cultural and economic issues will be emphasized,_e&pécially those
concerniné new immierants from Japan. Scholarships, fellowships
and bursaries will be available for students and groups from both .
Canada and Japan to visit and study each other's countries.

Japanese artists; athietes and oreanizations will be sponsored on
visit to Canada. The same will be encourared for Canadian per-

formers and craftsmen to visit Japan.

At this point, these proposals are tentative and still

beine developed. However, all the proposals mirror the needs and
desires of the Japanese Canadian community. A cumpenéation settle-
ment would make all this possible. It would also provide the
leadership and direction needed to make Canada a more tolerant and

humane country.

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-2-5-2-19
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BIOGRAPHICAL AND SOCIOLOGICAL HISTORY PROJECT

Introduction

. The day of December 7, 1941 signalled not only that Japan -
had attacked Pearl Harbour, but also the harsh beginning of ;
'disembowelment' of the total community of the Japanese Canadians
in British Columbia. The Japanese Canadians brought-up under the
British system and mores of justice and fair-play extant in the
educational system in British Columbia, firmly believed in their
own faith for a Canadianism of justice for all. Yet there had
existed in the 1920's and 1930's a form of racial 'apartheid'ism',
as in an example of such case, when young Japanese Canadians were
not permitted to use the public swimming pools because of race.
And to the further denial of the franchise and the right to work
in many occupations.

The Japanese Americans, with whom the outcome of the lives
of Japanese Canadians was so closely related because of the Canadian
Government's parallel decisions with the American Government,
expressed their own unique and likely ancestral samurai spirit
'Go-for-Broke', when they fought overseas in the European theatre-
of-war with the 100th and 442nd, some never to return. And the
over 150 Japanese Canadians who volunteered for active service in
the Canadian Armed Forces before 'V-E Day' and 'V-J Day' and of
whom many served in South-East Asia,

The Japanese Canadians left their homes in British Columbia
in the evacuation of 1942, entrusting to safe-keeping their
property and possessions to the '*Custodian', the agent of the
Federal Government. But even during this period in the early
months of 1942 when the Japanese Canadians entrusted their life's
possessions-their property and homes +o0 the Custodian, official
theft of this entrustment was taking place. For already in April
of 1942, official communications were taking place between officers
in British Columbia and the Federal Government at Ottawa, for the
gsale and disposal forever of the Japanese Canadians' property and
possessions.

There is remarkable significance in the strength of character
of the Japanese Canadians and their faith in a Canadian heritage,
far exceeding in quality of concept of what Canada is to its people,
when measured against the character of the judgements of some of
the officials-of-the-day in the Federal Government branches, both

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-2-5-2-204
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in Custodial branches respecting entrustment of the Japanese
Canadians® property, and to the jeopardy of human rights inflicted
under the guise of the 'Deportation Orders’'.

Japanese Canadians may very well be proud of their conduct
and actions, perhaps judged as being far greater than that of their
own measure of themselves, when considered in light of Canada's
history during a very significant period. And the contributions
presently made by the Japanese Canadians to Canada's national life
are realized,against the pall of the forced evacuation from
British Columbia in 1942 and the Draconian treatment that in
Canada's history, only the Acadians in 1755 and 1758 can impeach.
Gaigfhﬂjzugﬂg4: I Nl

The_Future Assured in Recorded History L;b*ddgmﬂﬁﬂ+ﬁ4rqm_@

The historic lineage of the Japanese Canadian people, in the
full-blooded sense of non-intermarriage, will come to an end with
the third-generation Sansei Japanese Canadians. The day in the
future will come, when the offspring of inter-marriage between
Japanese Canadians and Canadians of other racial origin, seek
their roots of the Japanese Canadian cultural heritage. It is
hoped that we of the present generations will not have failed
in our responsibility, to have recorded, the histories of the
Japanese Canadians all.

The history of the Issei first-generation of Japanese Canadians
has been recorded in written history, yet the fact remains that a
great amount of research and recording of the Issei generation was
overlooked, both by the Issei themselves and the Nisei who followed.
That this work should have been done in the 1950's and 1960's
cannot be denied.

In a comparison to the Issei recorded history, the history
of the Nisei, second-generation of Japanese Canadians has yet
completely to be recorded in written history, and it is now almost
late in time to have undertaken such research and recording of the
Nisei generation. In some instances it is already almost too late
to record the biographies of individuals but for the families and
friends living of the deceased persons.

The recorded history of the Sansei third-generation of
Japanese Canadians should even now be planned, as ‘the time is
fleeting, and there is a need to have written the inter-twining
histories of all generations as the whole of the Japanese Canadian
history and culture.

Planning the Unﬂértaking

The scope of the Project is to undertake on a national basis,
the recording of the individual biographical histories of Japanese
Canadians and the histories of Japanese Canadian organizations and
community groups, to preserve in first-hand record the unique and
eventful period of the Japanese Canadian life, and to thus ensure
that a widely collected fund of case histories are preserved in
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historical archives for the use by future writers, historians,
sociologists and descendants. And it is perhaps no wise less
important to assume that the date of the bi-centennial of the
Japanese in Canada in 2077, will find this work as we may
accomplish, recognized and appreciated. '

To cite an example of such undertaking is to mention the
work of Jinshiro Nakayama entitled, "Canada Dobo Hatten Taikan"
(A literal translation of the title may state "A General View of
the Development of the Japanese in Canada") published in 1922
written in the Japanese language. The work records many stories
and case histories of the early Japanese pioneers in Canada
written by a professional journalist from Japan. The book has
proved to be of inestimable value to the present-day writers and
historians and even to some of the descendants of the Japanese
mentioned, without of which some aspects of the deceased relatives
or parent's 1ife would not have been known. g

The National JCCA and Local Organizations and Community Participatior

National JCCA

It is suggested that the National JCCA should spearhead the
undertaking of initial basic research and planning for this
national project and to co-ordinate the development of the project
work to completion. Initial basic research would include consulta-
tions with professional historians and sociologists to planning
the undertaking. Development would include participation in discus-
sions and. meetings as may arise with local organizations and 3
community groups.

Local Organizations and Community Groups

Throughout Canada in the many and varied areas where Japanese
Canadians reside, exist all of the historical potentials of the
biographical histories of the Japanese Canadians, and it is to
these local organizations and community groups from which will be
discovered and nominated, researched and have written and recorded,
the basic material of the individual biographical histories.

The Premisge for the Biographical Histories

The Japanese Canadians everywhere all shared in the common
experience as one group equal in their respective experiences.
It is therefore felt important that all aspects of biographical
historical recording should not be overlooked, because the history
of the Japanese Canadians involves the total Japanese Canadian
community. The recording of the typical life and experiences of
the Japanese Canadians is an imperative. Likewise that the out-
standing achievements of Japanese Canadians in all areas of
endeavour and service should be recognized and recorded.

The Premise for Histories of Japanese Canadian Organizations & Group

The evacuation in 1942 of the Japanese Canadians from coastal
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British Columbia, brought about the total and wide dispersal of
the Japanese Canadians across Canada. The indomitable spirit of
the Japanese Canadians was manifested in the spontaneous reaction
of Japanese Canadians across Canada wherever they had settled,
for within a year or two many active groups and organizations
. were formed and worked to remedy the injustices of denial of
human rights and liberties. The record and histories of the
organizations, their leaders and members should be perpetuated
and not forgotten, as historical perspective may well evaluate
the worth.

The Need to Correlate Existing Recorded and Researched Histories

There are known works and undertakings of biographical and
organization histories and records, some known on a national scale
and others perhaps known only to local communities and groups.

Tt is felt necessary and a requirement that these existing works
should be recognized in the overall undertaking. ®

Finances and Time Period of Project

It is felt that local organizations and groups may wish to
undertake some initial raising of funds locally for their respec-
tive local project work. Perhaps such incentive will be of some
importance to the success of the project and the interest engendered

1t is also felt. that the National JCCA together with local
and provincial organizations seek to obtain funding grants. It
ig difficult to estimate at the outset the financial requirements
of this Project, but it is felt a minimum budget could be considerec
as $25,000-$50,000, Whether this ig to fund a first phase is to
be determined.

Although it may be difficult at this juncture to estimate
the period of time required to undertake the Project to completion,
it is suggested the Work may require five years to complete.

Respectfully submitted,

George Tanaka,

Project Committee,
Biographical and Sociological
History.

Submitted to: National JCCA Conference Planning Committee,
Toronto, Ontario.
March 5, 1980.
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March 9, 1980

TO: All Regions

-

-

Further to our letter of February 27, 1930, the Conference Plan-
ning Committee recommends that a general or public meeting be held
by each organization between March 21, and April 8, 1980, to
present the nine proposed projects for discussion and to determine
where possible a consensus on each project. We wish to have this
consensus reach the proper project committees (e.g., the consensus
on the War Measures Act to Hamilton: those on Budget, Organization
and Constitution to Vancouver JCCA, etc.) by April 15, 1930, each
clearly lidentified. : '

Enclosed in this mailing are the following:

1. A draft questionnaire and a covering letter, which is self-
explanatory. We hope they will be of assistance. k

2. A list of the projects, the region responsible, and the name
of the chairperson in each case

3. Draft submissions:
(a) Redress
(b) Raecism
(c) Biographical and Sociological History Project

4. Synopsis on the Japanese Language Textbook Project

- -
- J
\‘. w N de \h 1*"!'\’!.4.#'- e o e

D, Y, Vishimura, Secretary
Conference Planning Comnmittee

e 9. %. Imai . Sumniya
&, K. Ide G. B, mdsts
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'NINTH NATIONAL JCCA CONFERENCE, VANCOUVER, B.C., MAY 16-19, 1980 -

‘March 9, 1980
PROJECTS for the NINTH NATIONAL JCCA CONFERENCE

Project Committee andf

Project , ; Chairperson
Budget, Organization and Consti- Vancouver JCCA -
- tution , C/o Mr. Gordon Kadota -
204 - 569 Howe Street
Immigration : Vancouver, B.C. V6C 2C2
Research and Documentation of Edmonton JCC
Government Records at Ottawa C/o Miss Ann Sunahara

318 - 155 Royal Road
Edmonton, Alberta T6J 2E7

Redress National Executive Committee
National JCCA
C/o Miss Naomi Tsuji
625 - 4O00 Yonge Street
Toronto, Ontario M5C 2Kh

Racism and Human Rights Toronto JCCA

P.0. Box 333, Station "K"
Biographical and Sociological Toronto, Ontario MtP 2G7
History Project Mliss Ritsuko Inouye
War Measures Act Hamilton JCCA

C/o Mr, Tim Cikawa

949 Upper Paradise Road
R.E. #1

Ancaster, Ontario L9G 3K9

National Cultural Program Post-Centennial Committee
C/o Mr, Mikio Nakamura
10 Marblehead Road
Weston, Ontario M9R 3BY%

Canadlan Japanese languagze Text National Executive Comaittee
Boox Naticnal JCCA
C/o Mr. George Imai
59 Cairns Avenue
Toronto, Cntario M4 1XL
Source: Mikkei Mational WMuseum; 2018-16-2-5-2-22b
il Nikkeimuseum.org
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COVERTNG LETTER FOR THE QUESTICNNATRE.

The forthcoming Ninth National J.C.C.A. Conference in Vancouver on
May 16-19th. has set as its objective,to rebuild a strong national
crganization representing the Japanese Canadian cormunity. The theme
of the conference is nToward a New Direction". '

Since an organization is only as strong as the acceptance of its
activities, it is important to assess the response of the community to
the programs of the organization. It is imperative therefore, that the
programs of the National J.C.C.A. be beneficial, meaningful, and challeng-
ing so as to motivate and receive the support of the community. With
this in mind, nine projects were outlined in a previous communication.
Tt is hoped that such an ambitious program will restore the interest,
capture the jmagination, and excite the community in support of the
Mational J.C.C.A.

LY

In introducing these projects, to the community, it is essential to
provide an opportunity for open discussion and dialogue on the merits of
these projects,at a general meeting. In some of the projects such as the -
Biographical and Sociological History the benefits may not be too apparent
today, but has far-reaching long term values which may only be recognized
many, many years hence. Other projects such as the War Measures Act,
Redress, or the Research and Documentation of Government Records pertain-
ing to the Evacuation may have significant political implications in the
near future. On the other hand the community's immediate needs and interest
may be in the cultural,social, and educational fields which could develop
into a National Cultural Profram. ] .

Thus, it is apparentthat unless an opportunity is given for the
community tc express their interest,and needs,and priorities, it is diffic-
ult for a’'national organization to evaluate the acceptance of its programs.

It is for this reason that the National Executive Committee and the Conference
Planning Committee are sugpesting that a general meeting be held by each *
organization to provide valuable input to the Project Committees. Such a
meeting would also give more confidence to your delegates attending the

Conference in representing their constituency.

As merely an indication of the "voice of the people" we are attaching
a questionnaire which we would appreciate having filled out at the suggest-
ed meeting and returned to the Conference Planning Committee. This question-
naire DOES NOT replace the written consensus requested by the Project
Committees. ;

We hope that our concern in providing the opportunity to hear the
expressions of the cormmunity, is shared by your executive. We appreciate
your co-operation and welcome any comments on our procposals.

Sincerely,

nonference Planning Committee

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-2-5-2-2343
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1.
QUESTIONS:

NINTH NATIONAL J.C.C.A. CONFERENCE - May 16-19, 1980.

QUESTIONNAIRE

Name of organization:

Type of ﬂrgﬁnization: Cultural, Sucial, Recreational, Educational (underline)

Total membership How often do you meet?

Attendance at General Meeting, Mar. 21-April 8th./80

Project Proposals Yes No Undecided Priority
a. Var Measures Act : ( Iikoqad k.ol £ )
b, Organization, Budget; Constitution ( Yol sadif .=} T
c. Racism & Race Relations fatoed & ; £: i) ( )
d. Redress 17 ik ) ( net 3 £
e. Biographical & Sociological History ( ) ( ; S g
f. National Cultural Program fxsou i logs 1ok ; { 2
g. Research & Documentation { nordedored 4 {2
h. Immigration =~ o odd o B-Lisid et
i, Ianguage Text Book ( Yb ey Gt o) S S

A. Does your organization and membership consider these projects worth
developing by the National JCCA? Please answer each of the § proposals
listed above by indicating Yes, No or Undecided.

B, Please give your priority rating to each proposal by number:

1. very imoortant 2, fairly important 3, important L. least important

C. Do you wish to suggest any other proposal which you consider worthy

of discussion at the National Conference? Please elaborate

Note: In addition to this questionnaire a written consensus on each

proposal is requested for each Project Committee to incerporate

in its revort.

Sotr& Nk NAtional Musedn? 2018-16-2-5.2-23b

il Nikkeimuseum.org



#201 = 10645 80 Avenue,
Edmonton, Alta., T6E 1V6
March 14, 1980,

George Nakamura,
President,
Edmonton J.C.C.,
11204 70 Avenue,
Edmonton, Alta.

Dear George,

Enclosed are an abstract of my paper on the
archival resources on the wartime experience of Japanese
Canadians and biographical notes on myself and my
co=-author.,

The jourmal in which the article is to be printed
do es not have a reprint policy. They have accordingly
authorized me verbally to distibute copies of the paper
to the J.C.€.A. with the notation that the article has
appeared in $&e Canadian Ethmnic Studies:jigﬁagiéng
shall accordingly have the paper reproduce

at the University bf Alberta.
Thia means that the preliminary and reproduction costs
will be absorbed by me.emnd_by the University of Alberta.
expenses, therefore, will be limited to my plane
ticket,($109.10) and my accomodation at the conference.
I am assuming that the J.C.C.A. has arranged a group
rate wherever the conference is being held.

I shall,of course, need to know how many copies
of the paper ta-g;igggfzfand to whom they should be sent.
Thank you fér your attention.

Sincerely yours,

M, Ann Sunahara.

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-2-5-2-24
il Nikkelmuseum.org



ABSTRACT
THE JAPANESE CANADIAN EXPERIENCE IN WORLD WAR II:*

An Essay on Archival Resources

by
M. Ann Sunahara
and

Glenn T. Wright

Over thirty years have passed since Japanese
Canadians were uprooted, dispossessed and dispersed across
Canada in the name of "national security". Most of
the archival resources for studying the experience of
Canada's japanese minority between 1942 and 1950, therefore,
are now available. Accordingly, this paper discusses
the available English language archival resources in
terms of their usefulness in analyzing the wartime
experience of Japanese Canadians from the political,
military, economic and social perspectives. While
the discussion concentrates on the resources in the
Publie Archives of Canada, it also includes archival

resources available elsewhere,

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-2-5-2-25
il Nikkelmuseum.org



NINTH NATIONAL JCCA CONFERENCE, VANCOUVER, B.C., MAY 16-19, 1980
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February 13, 1980

1%__.__, . ::' ) ,a
Jiroé ik L _""/

Mr. George Nakamura

President : ] & I,l'l'. / / = .-'.
Edmonton JCC _ i ——
11736 - 39th Avenue !

Edmonton, Alberta

T6J OM9

Dear Mr. Nakamura:

It has been recommended to the Conference Planning Committee that

Miss Ann Sunahara be approached to prepare a position paper on

- "Research and Documentation of Government Records at Ottawa™ to
be presented in the afternoon of Sunday, May 18, 1980.

Would you please, therefore, contact her, on our behalf, to find
out whether or not she would be willing to undertake this project.

Thank you for your assistance. -

With best wishes,

Yours sincerely,

nise Nishimura, Secretary
Conference Planning Committee

cc. Edward Ide.
George Imai
Gordon Kadota
Mits Sumiya

PS. The Conference Planning Committee would like to consider the
above as an Edmonton project.

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-2-5-2-26
il Nikkeimuseum.org



NINTH NATIONAL JCCA CONFERENCE, VANCOUVER, B.C., MAY 16-19, 1980

B 4 ey
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February 13, 1980

TO:  All Regions
(as per mailing list attached)

Attached herewith are two copies of the first draft of the
agenda for the forthcoming conference in Vancouver.,

Please feel free to comment on any portion of this agenda, as
it is intended only as stimulus for discussion.

Denise Nishimura, Secretary
Conference Planning Committee

Attach.

cc. Gordon Kadota
Mits Sumiya
Edward Ide
George Imai

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-2-5-2-27
i Nikkeimuseum.org



February 13, 1980

REGIONAL JAPANESE CANADIAN ORGANIZATIONS

Montreal

Mr. Kim Nakashima, President
Japanese Cdn. Cultural Centre

4,628 Melrose, N.D.G.
Montreal, Quebec
HLA 259 L81-6795

Mr. Tsukasa Yoshinaka
National Liaison Officer
338 Alexandra Street

St. Lambert, Quebec

JLR 1Y8

Ottawa

Toronto
itsuko Inouye, Pres.
Toronto JCCA
P.0. Box 383, Station "K"
Toronto, Ontario
M4P 2G7 481-1550

Hamilton

. Tim Oikawa, President
Hamilton JCCA
949 Upper Paradise Road
R.R. #1
Ancaster, Ontario
L9G 3K9 385-5261

Winnipe
Mr, Harold Onagi, President

Manitoba JCCA

384 Hillary Crescent
Winnipeg, Manitoba

R2Y 0Y7 832-14398

Lethbridge
i . s Terakita, President

Lethbridge JCCA

1109 - 25th Street South
Lethbridge, Alberta

T1K 2M8 327-0179

Source: Mikkel Mational Museurn, 2018-16-2-5-2-28
whdnad Nikkeimuseum.org

Calgar
Mr. Mas Kawanasme, President

Calgary J.C. Eommunity Assoc.
1,08 Huntington Way N.E.
Calgary, Alberta

T2K 5A8 274-6745

Edmonton

George Nakamura, President
Edmonton JCC

11736 - 39th Avenue
Edmonton, Alberta

T6J OM9

Kamloops
Mr. Roy Inouye

Kamloops Japanese Cdn. Ccmmunity
1724 Clifford Court

Kamloops, B.C.

V2B 4 376-3506

Kelowna

Mr. Roy Tanska

2120 Benwvoulin HRoad
Kelowna, B.C.

V1W 2C6 860-3959

Vernon
“Mr. Mas Yamada
Vernon JCCA
P.0. Box 566
Vernon, B.C. 5,2-718)

Vancouver

Vancouver JCCA

Box 2108, Msin P.O,
FanCGUVEr, B.C.

V6B 3T5

Gordon Kadota

204 - 569 Howe Street

Vancouver, B.C,.

V6C 2C2 Bus. 682-7345 .
Res. 266-7280



NINTH NATIONAL JCCA CONFERENCE, VANCOUVER, MAY |6 — 19, 1980

(First Draft)- January 24, 1980, Toronto, Ontario.

NINTH NATIONALT JCCA CONFERENCE, VANCOUVER, B.C., MAY 16 - 19, 1980,

REPORTS AND MEMORANDA

- TABLE OF CONTENTS -

PAGE 1, 2 & 3, Conference Agenda-Timetable

3 Conference Committees:

Committee I - Budget and Finance _
Committee II - Organization and Constitution
Committee III - Research and Documentation of Government

Records at Ottawa
Committee IV - (i) Redress

(ii) Racism and Human Rights
(iii) War Measures Act
Committee V - Biographical and Sociological History
’ Project
Committee VI - National Cultural Program
L Duties and Functions of the Steering Committee
Memorandum to Conference Delegates

6 (Memorandum) Research and Documentation of Government
Records in Ottawa

7 (Memorandum) Redress

8 (Memorandum) National Cultural Program

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-2-5-2-29
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NINTH NATIONAL JCCA CONFERENCE, VANCOUVER, MAY 16 —19, 1980.

AGENDA TIMETABLE

Friday, May 16

P.M. 6:00 - 7:00 Registration
7:00 - 9:00 Steering Committee Meeting

Saturday, May 17

A.M. 9:00 - 9:30 Report from the Chairman of Steering Committee
on Conference procedure; National Slate of Of-
ficers' Nominations Committee; Conference Com-
mittees and Chairman of Session - Introduction

J of Delegates by Session Chairman.
9:30 - 9:45 Welcome Address - Vancouver JCCA
9:45 - 10:00 Report of National President
(questions-no discussion)
10:00 - 10:15 Report of National Treasurer
(questions-no discussion)
10:15 - 11:00 Tabling of Written Reports of Participating
Provincial or Local Organizations
(questions and discussion)

11:00 - 12:00 Report of Conference Planning Committee

. (a) Budget and Finance
P.M. 12:00 - .1:30 (Lunch)

1:30 - 2:30 Report of Conference Planning Committee
(b) Organization and Constitution
2:30 - 5:00 (e¢) Priority Future Programs
(see Committees III, IV, V & VI)

(3:45 - L:00) Recess
5:00 - 6:00 Election of National President; National
Executive Secretary; National Treasurer

6:00 - B8:00 (Conference Banquet)
8:00 - Committee Meetings

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-2-5-2-30
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Sunday, May 18

A.M. 9:00 -'11:00 Report of Committee I on Budget and Finance
“ (discussion and resolution)

10:45) Recess
12:00 Report of Committee II on Organization and
Constitution (discussion and resolution)

P.M, 12:00 - 1:30 (Lunch)
1:30 - 2:30 Conferenceé discussion on Committee III Work:

(10:30
11:00

(i) Research and Documentation of Government
Records at Ottawa;

(ii) National JCCA Brief to "The Committee on
The Canadian Constitution®

2:30 - 3:30 Conference discussion on Committee IV Work:
(i) Redress
(ii) Racism and Human Rights
(iii) War Measures Act

3:30 - U4:45 Conference discussion on Committee V Work:

(i) Biographical and Sociological History
Project

: 00 Recess
:00 Conference discussion on Committee VI Work:

(bk:b5 -

o

(i) National Cultural Program
(ii) (Others)

6:00 - 8:00 (Dinner as you please)

8:00 - 10:00 Continuation of Committees' Work

Monday, May 19

A.M. 9:00 - 12:00 Continuation of Committees' Reports
(discussion and resolution)

(10:30 - 10:45) Recess
P.M. 12:00 - 1:30 (TLunch)

1:30 - 2:30 Appointments of Chairmen or designate for each
Post-Conference Working Committee, as follows:

Committee II - Organization and Constitution
(chairman to be appointed)

Committee III -
(i) Research and Documentation of Government
Records at Ottawa; :

(ii) National JCCA Brief to "The Committee on
The Canadian Constitution"
(chairman to be appointed)

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-2-5-2-31
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Monday, May 19 (continued)

P.M., 1:30 - 2:30 (Appointments of Chairmen or designate for each
Post-Conference Working Committee, as follows:)

Committee IV -
(i) Redress

(ii) Racism and Human Rights

(iii) War Measures Act .
(chairman to be appointed)

Committee V - Biographical and Sociological
History Project
(chairman to be appointed)

Committee VI -
(i) National Cultural Program

(ii) (Others)
(chairman to be appointed)

2:30 - 3:00 Report of Resolutions Committee
(discussion on resolutions)

3:00 - 3:15 Recess
3:15 - U4:15 Next Conference

4:15 - 6:00 (Settlement of the equalization of conference
delegates' travel fares.)

Unfinished Business & adjournment.

CONFERENCE COMMITTEES

I Committee on Budget and Finance;
TI Committee on Organization and Constitution;
III Committee on:
(i) Research and Documentation of Government Records
at Ottawa;
(ii) National JCCA Brief to "The Committee on The Canadian
Constitution";
Iv Committee on:
(i) Redress;
(ii) Racism and Human Rights;
(iii)wWar Measures Act; -
A Committee on Biographical and Sociological History Project;
VI Committee on:
(i) National Cultural Program;
(ii) (Others)
VII Committee on Resolutions.

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-2-5-2-32
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DUTIES AND FUNCTIONS OF THE STEERING COMMITTEE

I. The Steering Committee

{a} The Meeting of the Steering Committee shall take place on
Friday, May 16, 1980 from 7 to 9 P.M.

(b) The Members of the Steering Committee shall be:composed. of one
delegate from each participating Provincial or Local
- Organization.

(c) The Members of the Steering Committee shall elect a Steering
Committee Chairman.

(d) Each Member of the Steering Committee must be prepared to
designate to the Steering Committee meeting, the particular
Conference committees to which their respective organization's
wish their active participation.

(e) The Chairman of the Steering Committee shall be empowered
to designate a representation of delegates to Conference
Committees as it may be deemed necessary.

I1. Duties of the Steering Committee

(a) Define Conference Rules of Order;
(i) delegate's speaking time
(ii) number of times delegates may speak on issues
(iii) voting procedure, etc.

(b) Define status of local representatives-at-large;
(i) on voting
(ii) on extent of participation permitted in conference
discussions.

(¢) Define status of observer delegates (non-official)
(1) on extent of participation permitted in conference
discussions.

(d) Appoint Conference Session Chairman.

(e) Appoint Conference Secretary who shall be in charge of
‘recording Conference proceedings and of stenographic work.

(f) Establish all Conference Committees.
(With official delegates and other JCCA representatives.)

(g) Officially recognize for the Conference, 1list of projects
which may continue as Post-Conference Working Projects
of the National JCCA:

Committee II - Organization and Constitution;

Committee III -
(i) Research and Documentation of Government Recnrds
at Ottawa. 3
(ii) National JCCA Brief to "The Committee on The Canadlan
Congtitution".

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-2-5-2-33
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(II. Duties of the Steering Committee .cont.)

Committee IV -

(i) Redress

(ii) Racism and Human Rights
(iil) War Measures Act.

Committee V - Biographical and Sociological History Project.

Committee VI - L
(i) National Cultural Program
(ii) (Others)

(h) Accept formula for the equalization of conference delegates'
cost of travel fares and request Host Chapter to oversee the
equalization payments required and covering all conference
delegates (official delegates). '

MEMORANDUM TO CONFERENCE DELEGATES

The task which faces the Ninth National Conference of the JCCA

will demand of each official delegate and other JCCA representatives,
the ability to envision what should be the nature and scope of the
future work and planning of the JCCA,

Whether the Conference advances the endeavours of the organization
will largely depend on the nature and gquality of the work accom-
plished by the various conference delegates.

The Conference delegates should therefore study well the qgestione
of policy and principles as it may find important in planning the
JCCA future program of work.

Conference Planning Committee.

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-2-5-2-34
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NINTH NATIONAL JCCA CONFERENCE, VANCOUVER, B.C., MAY 16-19, 1980

February 13, 1980

TO: All Regions

The National Executive Committee met on February 9, 1930, in
Toronto, to discuss the holding of the Ninth National JCCA Confer-
ence in Vancouver during the weekend of May 16-19, 1980. The

following persons were approved as members of the Conference
Planning Committee: '

Edward Ide )
Mits Sumiya ) Co-chairmen

George Imai
Gordon Kadota
Tim Oikawa

Dawn Maruno
Mikio Nakamura
Roger Obata
George Tanaka -
Kinzie Tanska
Mel Tsuji

Naomi Tsuji
Denise Nishimura

If the need arises, the Conference Planning Committee will be
augmented. - '

We trust that the composition of this committee meets with your
approval and that you will assist us with your full co-operation.

To ensure prompt attention to your correspondence, please forward
it to:

Denise Nishimura
58 Northbrook Road
Toronto, Ontario MLJd 4G3

“&\ W

Denise Nishimura, Secretary
Conference Planning Committee
cc. George Imai
Gordon Kadota
Mits Sumiya
Source: Miklkei Mational Muddwes #d1 5IHe2-5-2-35
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NINTH NATIONAL JCCA CONFERENCE, VANCOUVER, B.C.,, MAY 16-19, 1980

4 ey

February 13, 1980

CONFERENCE PLANNING COMMITTEE - SCHEDULE

Feb. 17, 1980

Feb.

Apr.

Apr.

22,

3,

21,

10,

25,

Initial mailing to all regions, consisting of:
(a) Letter re conference and list of Conference Planning
Committee members

(b) First draft of conference agenda, submitted for
comment

List of conference/project committees.

Schedule

Conference Planning Committee mailing list

Regional Japanese Canadian Organization mailing list

— — — g—
O oo
e e

1980
Mailing of synopses by conference/project committees,
including format for submission

1980 -
Conference/project committees to mail their draft
submission directly to the regions e
1980

Each region to respond to the d-aft submission and send
response directly to conference, project committee, with
a copy to the Conference Planning Committee

1980

Each conference/project committee to collste and provide
an overview of responses, with recommendation(s), and
mail it directly to the regions, with a copy to the
Conference Planning Committee

1980

All regions to submit final comments, notice of motions,
etc., to the Conference Planning Committee; and the CPC,
in turn, to collste and send off to the regions.

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-2-5-2-36
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2 : February 13, 1980

CONFERENCE PLANNING COMMITTEE - SCHEDULE (cont'd)

May 2, 1980
Conference Planning Committee to submit to Vancouver any
materials for inclusion in conference package.

N.B. Strict adherence to the above schedule is imperative to
the success of our conference. We earnestly seek your
co-operation.

Conference Planning Committee

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-2-5-2-37
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NINTH NATIONAL JCCA CONFERENCE, VANCOUVER, B.C., MAY 16-19, 1980

aﬁe/w

CONFERENCE/PROJECT COMMITTEES

1.
2.

3.

L.

Budget

Research and Documentation of
Government Records at Ottawa

(a) Redress

(b) Racism and Human Rights
Race Relations - Media

(c) War Measures Act

Biographical and Sociologi-
cal History Project

National Cultural Program

Immigration

Canadian Japanese Language
Text Book

Intermarriage

Geriatriecs

February 13, 1980

) Vancouver and Manitoba
. ) (subject to acceptance by
Orgenization and Constitution )

Manitoba)

Edmonton and Ann Sunahara
(subject to acceptance)

NEC#suh—ccmmittcc

NEC sub-committee
(George Imai, Mark Nakamura)

Hamilton

George Tanaka, with Toronto
Mikio Naekamura, with Montreal
(subject to acceptance by
Montreal)

Vancouver, with New Japanese
Canadian Asscclatlcn (subject
to acceptance by H. Sasaki)

George Imai and Vancouver

Dawn Maruno

Mits Sumiya

The above Conference Committees were set up on February 9, 1980.

* National Executive Committee of the National JCCA

Source: Mikkel Mational Museum, 2018-16-2-5-2-38
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TORONTO, ONTARIO

ing Sun — I(yniu wins flrsi
or 7.5.3. Garen Enterprises
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~ /| the case of the Evacaation

By ROGER OBATA
. TORONTO. — Just as in

Property Claims issue our
struggle for juslice runs
parallel to -our . cousins’
south of the border. The
property. less claims were

— It was another first for 7.53 Garden
td. at the recent Spring Flower and Garden
the Automotive Building. Exhibition Place.

has been a regular participant in this

.on over the years, and is located in Willow-
amond Hill. They have desigened and ton-

iens w-lhi‘n Ontario and as far n.l’hld

1 Consul- General Hatada
ost after two years -

N. — Consul
Mrs. Chikami-
clurned to the
siry in Tokyo
ith after serv-
ars in Canada.
-General “and
| arrived” here
;ram:bw Dur-
lr here - the
al presented,
b the Japan
several wvole-
ren's books Lo
Reglon of the
adian Centen-
| These books
_Fflrﬂrntﬂl with
| lo the public
|I' Edmonion,

e hd‘—-_-'r— - iy

et

ﬂalpry and L:l.hbrldge
As the senior diplomat in
Edmonton, Consul-General
Harada served as chair of
the diplomatic corps here.
From his first months
here in 1978 the Consul-
General identified with the
community of _Edmonton,
Among the Japanese cem-
munity he was always a
participant, whether sing-
ing a song of native Kage
shima, supporting the lan-
guage - school program,
encouraging the establish-
ment of a dropin centre,
or enjoylng fellowship at
the picnic or party.
Moshi - moshi.

-_

inner found murdered in Jpri

‘A canned !'oo-d
+mnln'n]'.tan:.r ‘em-
¥on Y25 million
tas found mur-

his home in|ture of the skull. His room
hijonwate, here,| had been systematically
ransacked,

ilai, 48  was
in a pool of
& bed at about
icently, when &

DOLNEE mmm[ Hatmmah’&'iuml]nm _’21‘2!’1 3

Police =aid Kitai who
lived alone was hit on the
head probably with a blunt
instrument causing a frac-

An employee of the Ogu-
gsuya canned food wholesale
firm in Ovodo Ward, Osaka,

since September 1978, Kita-

fought for by the Japanese
Ameriean Citizen’s League
during the same period that
the National JCCA was
engaged in a similar strug-
gle in Canada, Curiously
encugh the - comprnsation
for the prnperiy losses in
both couniries amounted to
about the same percentage,
ronghly 10 - 15 cents on the
dollar. .
The issue of Redress Irom
the government of Canada
for the evacualion of Japa-
nese Canadians ls being di=-
cussed at a. time when the
same quesition 1s being pur-
sued actively in both the
Senate and the House of
Representatives of  the
United States. Our big ad-
vantage is that we have the
opportunity to learn from
the mistakes made by our
American counlerparts sin-
ce they have been Involved
with the issue since 1970.

The question 'of “Repara-
tloms™ as it was originally
called was first introduced
at the 1970 JACL Bieanial
Convention. It was nof until
8 years later at the 1973
Convention ‘in Salt Lake
City that a definite plan
was ndopted. The “Reédress”
plan as it was now re-named
called for the US. govern-
ment to pay each person
expelled from his home or
incarcerated as a result of
EO 9066. the sum of $25,000.
Under this plan the toial
cost to the government
would be roughly 3 hillion
dollars.

After 8 years of research,
discussion, and eollaborati-

v i kkel mMUS eLIn org

”"ll.S. ‘Redress Program
#is a challenge to all

= Jpnz. Canadians, says -
4 Tor. Nisei, Roger Obata

plan approved by the Salt
Lake Conference in July of
1878, As a matller of inter-
esl, the Canadian born
Senator from California,
Senator Hayakawa who was
ihe puest speaker at this
conference strongly oppos-
ed - the plan™ publicly, and
was severely criticized hy
the JACL leaders and the
Japanese American commuo-
nity. And yel subsequently,
he was one of the original
sponsors of the Senate hill
to establish a fact finding
commission, a plan adopted
by the JACL, ;

Within less than a year
from the Salt Lake Confere-
nee the plan that had taken
8 vears to develop had Lo be
scrapped and an  entirely
different  approach was
iaken upon the advice of
the Japanese American
Senators, principally Daniel
Inpuye from Hawai, Thus,
by :observing whal has
taken place in the United
States and learning from
their experience it may be
that Jupanese Canadians
can save themselves 8 years
of time and effort by appro-
aching this subject from the
proper perspective.

It became apparent to the
Senators from Hawali as
well as ip the Congressman
from- California. that the
plan approved at the 1578
Convenilon would meel
with a great deal of opposi-
tion not only from the gov-
ernment bul from the gen-
eral populace as well. It
smacked of greed and
monelary galn as the pri-
mary motive, having affix-
ed a dollar value to the in
justices suffered by the
Japanese Americans. Such
a mercenary  approach
would ohvicusly alienale a
large number of ersiwhile
sympathetie supporiers
from ihe American public

Ph_ind cauptiess number of
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il large. Within the .l’a.pa
wee American community
i5 well, there were many
who opposed the JACL plan
w that the tolal backlash
was something significant
o contend with.

Thus, upon the advice of
{he Japanese American
politicians, a new plan was
adopied, of secking to ‘seek-
ink io establish by legislatl-
pn & faet-finding commissi-
on. The purpose of this

commission was to defemine

| whether the United States
government had committed
a “wrong-doing” in"the fore-

ed evacuation of Japanese

Americans from the Pacific
coastal area of the US.A.
during World War II. ,

In August of 1979 Senalo-
ra _ Inouye. Matsunaga,
Cransfon, Hayakawa, Chur-
¢h and McLure introduced
their bill S-1647 to create
this commission of 15 mem-
bers appointed by the Presl
dent, Spul:er of the House,

Hnsoknwu PR

er annnmtnglmh phrme
book: “Please call a taxi;
my frltﬁd is drunk” 7

\'1--

W I-u'Ie l.humbing thwu;'t-
Inuzo Nitobe's classic or
Japanese ethics, “Bushide
The Warrior’s Code,” whicn
my Idaho. friend Frank
Wada sent-. me, my eye
caught "a, ' chapter titled
“The Institutions of Sulelde
anil Redress.™ The last word
is defined as katakb-uchi,
which also means “revenge.”
For some peculiar reason I
was moved to read on and
dl_ill:nwrrnd this passage:

“In revenge there is some-
thing which satisfied one's
sense of justice . . . Our sen-
we of revenge is ns exacl as
our mathematical faeulty, e
and uniil both terms of the
equation are salislied we
cannot gel over the sense
of something left undone.

“In Judaism, which believ.
ed in a vengelul Goed, or in
Greek thought. which pro-
vided a Nemesis, vengeance
may be left to super-human
agencies; bul common sense
furnished Bushide with the
Institution of redress as a
kind of elhical court of

| what

Mfﬂn P-nl

equitr, wh-n-- people muhl
take cases not 1o he judged
in amdanw mih wd:mry
law o

“Though I.l.o-l.nl hn:’hl
{0 recompense injury with
kindness, the voice of Con-
fucius was very much loud-
er, which taught that injory
must be recompensed with
justice; — and yet revenge
was jostified only when it
was undertaken in behalf of
puT superiors and benefac-
wrs . .. S

“Both of thm i.lls'l-ll.nt-l*
ons of suiclde and redress
lost their reason for exist-
ing with the developmentl of
the eriminal code , . . The
whole state and. sociely will
see that wrong is righted.
Tho gense of justice satisfi-

Ahere i& no med of

I:tta'kl-uchi

The common English us-
age of “redress”™ s some-
different from
Nitobe's, Among Webster's
definitions are to put back
into good condition physi-
cally or spiritually, repair,
a wrong, lo compensate for
a wrong or loss, reclify; to
remove the cause of a
grievance, to heal — as well
as to avenge.
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and President of the Senate.

In “October —of 1979, the

House of Representatives |

version of the Senate bill
introduced as HR 5499 by
Congressmen Wright, Brad-
emas, Rodina, Simon, Yates,
Burton. Anderson, Malsui
and Mineta. All 1old 13
Senators and 128 congress-
men are co-sponsoring these
bills. If -and when these
bills are passed the commis-
sion will begin ils work of
condociing  hearings  in
gome of the principal cifies
where Japanese Americans
are now residing. The hear-
ings will be seeking testi-
mony .from not omly Japa-
nese Americans bul also
from government agencles
and the military involved in
the incarceration al the
various relocation centres.
.There are three main ob-
jectives of the commission:

1. to determine if EQ 2066
(the legislation  authoriz-
ing the ‘evatuation) was
justified. for the muﬁur nf
the natioh. =

‘2 1o determine if relocali-
on  and. infernment . Were
necessary to proiect those

affected - against wartime |

hysteria,

3. to determine whpth-.-r
the losses and suflfering ex-
perienced by the internees
warrant I rtmn'.ly al this
time,

If the findings of the com-
mission prove conclusively
that the answers 1o (1) and
(2) are negative and (1)
positive, then the grounds
for restitution have heen
greatly strengthened. On
the other hand the resulls
conld be opposed to restitu
tion. 3

At least if the commissi
on acts fairly and imparti
ally, indisputable facts re-
lating to the evacution will
have been established. If a
wrong was committed then
that wrong must be rectifi-
ed if justice is to prevail.

This * whole appreach
taken by the Japunue Am-
ricans should be carefully
studied by the National
ICCA. Rather than “geing
off hali-cocked” on Repar-
ation with a monelary de.
mand on the Canadian gov-
ernment as some pecple
want to do, it would be
more sensible 1o follow a
pattern similar to the Japa-
nese Americana and seek n
fact-finding body such as a
Royal Commission. Their
iask would be identical to
the .commission in ihe
7.5 A. The ohjective would

he the same — eslablizsh the

bt L R, PN

“It is true that the laws

in the United States and| .

Canada differ widely in the

realm of human rights. The |- Yt

fact that the United Stales
has a Bill of Rights great-
ly_strengthens their case
for Japanese Americans
when their commission be
gins its hearings. Unfortun-
alely, we in Canada do not
have a similar bill which
s enshrined in the constitu-
tion. Nevertheless, if by our
campaign to seck the truth
and facls of the Evacuailon
{hrough some government
appoinfed body, we can be
inslrumental in -comtribut-
ing to & meaningful Bill of
Rights in’ Canada, then we
will have accomplished one
of the maln purposes of a
Redress: campaign. =~ .

Such a project of mling
a "Roval Commission or
gome slmilar body Lo offici-
ally establish that a wrong

‘was committed on the Japa-

nese Canadians by enfore-
ing - the evacuation, would
be & challenge to the Natio
nal JCCA. It will.Involve a
great ~ deal -of time and
effort and hard work as it

did in the TS5 A. However,
“econsiders the

when one
fulure gﬂltrﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ it would
be extremely Irresponsible
io leave a legacy of an un
contested - injustice, - This
injustice - was perpeirated
on the first and  second
generation Japanese Cana-
dians and-it 18 up to the
Nigel to see that this injust-
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ice iz righled and not leave
this *unfinished task™ io
our children whu did nﬁ!‘.
experience it. :

As responsible Canadian
eitizens it is also our dutly
to uphold the image of our
couniry as a troe democr-
acy by striving to have its
mistakes corrected and to
vemove the blemish from ils
vecords. We must also make

nily),

Sto

every effort to ensure that

such a tragic violation oll
eivil liberties and human.
rights will-never again take
nlace in Canada. As Japa-
nese Canadians we cam,
through our experience In
the evacuation, make a valu-
able contribution fo the
establishment of a Canadi
an Bill of Rights which will
prevent the repetition of
such a tragedy. This teo,
js an important part of
por “unfinished . task™
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