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I have been intending to reply to your letter of January 2, 1982
that you wrote from Bermuda while visiting Sir William Stephenson,
but I never got around to it because 1 have been so involved
working on a Special Committee developing new legislation to
administer the major ports in Canada. This has required a great
deal of time both in Vancouver as Chairman of the Port Authority
and in Ottawa as a member of the Port Legislation Committee.
Together, with Chairman of other Port Authorities we have been
pressing the federal government for about 10 years to restructure
port administration, decentralizing it from Ottawa and giving

high degree of local autonomy.

the major ports a
t and then 1 became

t the Bill was passed by parliamen
Team to set up the

a member of the Implementation
ation with a Board of Directors of" 17

o arrange for major ports
th their own Board

Last Augus

involved as
new Canada Ports Corpor
from across Canada. Following that t
to have their own local port corporations wi

of Directors.
The Canada Ports. Corporation  is now in place and I have been
appointed Chairman of the Board, so I am again involved spending

A1l of this has affected my

one week out of three in Ottawa.

retirement plans, but my wife Mercia and myself are still hoping

to revisit the United Kingdom this fall. She is anxious to see
like to re-visit my favour-

her relatives in Wales and I would
ite city, London and of course Scotland.

If I can get the Board organization and the Local Port Corpora-
ertainly let you know as

tions set up, we may be over and would c
we would like to see you.
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! t€é In your letter from Bermuda that you ask if I knew Sir
It was only rec ently when books started to be published
t him that I admitted to my friends that I had worked for

worried about the

Nim during the war. In actual fact he was
happening to him and wanted someone he

ssibility of something :
It he could trust to look after his affairs for Lady Stephen-

B
son
ié appointed me his sole executor, and this appointment continued
throughout the war. I haven't seen him for many years and I
realize he is in bad health, and while we used to correspond we
just seemed to have lost contact.

mind and I will take advantage

Your letter brings old times to
of your visit to him to write and tell him that I knew the "Bright
Miss Bright" as you were known to we Canadians during the Quebec

Conference.

It 1s too bad that Richard was unable to get to Vancouver and
now he is a much married man with three children I expect a trip

to Vancouver is out of the question.

I note you are making progress with the biography "GUBBINS" and
be more factual than some of the other books

I am sure it will
I think the best book about Bill Stephenson

such as "INTREPID".
was the "QUIET CANADIAN" written by Montgomery Hyde, which Bill
presented to me with an interesting autograph.

I did not know you had written your own book called "INNER CIRCLE"
and I haven't been able to find it here, but I will keep trying.

During my work in Ottawa I have run in to a Mr. Cedrick.
Jennings, an Englishman who is the public relations man for the
Canada Ports Corporation. He was born somewhere in the far
east, and the story I have heard is that he was a writer for Mr.

into him during the war and if so I

Churchill. Perhaps you ran
would be interested in hearing what he actually did.

The three girls and our son Glenn are all married and we have 5
grandchildren. As we used to say in my flying days and "one in
the hanger". Glenn was married last summer to a girl from
Houston and I am counting on him to see that the McPherson name

continues.

I hope this reaches you in good health and as you say in your
letter, I too am too busy to get old.

Kindest personal regards
.\-lv
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icouver, B.C. )
xu.,mmzﬁ Glenn, Mr
You'll laugh, but I've had this enwvelope 16, 1981. A
stamped and addressed since before I went to ¢
Bermuda for Christmas. I can't bear to look
’
at it any more so will send it even if the news |
in its isn't particularly exciting. You see, 1 P MT
wrote it to send my Christmas greetings in from M
England; then I went to Bermuda and sertl them to 5
you from there. M_
Anyway we are all well here in England and Fe
. b L ed 7 the Falklands At Just Dbefore g
trying not to e worrie over < . MR i aneEhoe A
least Mrs. Thatcher is consistent in everything se pe you have 1
b ry Christmas ;
she does - consistent and brave. Y q
I have been invited to a wedding in Sudney
1i | host hose son (m odson) s, and not
Khustralia and my hosts, whose s y g e 85nd Yous r
is getting married there on 3rd July, have presented ja.
) ) \ lcket. S I am v, 4 2
me with a first class return air ticket 0, s dn e
of course going out with them on 25th June and then
: : ; e
I am converting into economy and using the ni ke
balance of profit left to stop off on way back wa have yet
rather than

and see places I would never otherwise see.

I have three weeks in Australia, three nights in _
legislation :

Bali and three in Bangkok; then 3 weeks in India e
when I shall hope to go to Kashmir; a week in ' breath and
Greece staying with friends, and a final five days
unity to go
yrth America
= s Spring we

— e - ——  OABURT G
é?ﬁafﬁ ) S’ﬂ'ﬁ@gi Ay .«I(.Jl.t,.ﬂw.igv.ﬂqmmmma U.% the

people and the country.

I continue to watch with interest and dismay the drift to the
left of our government, the gradual deterioration of our economy
and ﬁ:m.awmc:%ﬁw created to a large extend by federal politics
and politicians, who are only interested in winning seats in
Ontario and Quebec. Out here in the Colonies we wonder why they
bother to distribute the ballot boxes west of the Great Lakes
when our elections are settled in Ontario and Quebec before the

polls close in Western Canada.




ijn Paris seeing other friends. Can You imagine

more wonderful and long-lasting presentP I onyy
hope you are not electing to come over while I'm

away. But I'm sure you're not. It is as far for

you to come over here as it is for me to go to

Apstralia.
I hope you are all well and ak I send you

all my love — and I'm sure %o:.wwdm surprised to
ket a letter half way through the year!
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people and the countr

I continue to watch with interest and dismay the drift to the
left of our government, the gradual deterioration of our economy
and the disunity created to a large extend by federal politics
and politicians, who are only interested in winning seats in
Ontario and Quebec. OQut here in the Colonies we wonder why they
bother to distribute the ballot boxes west of the Great Lakes

when our elections are settled in Ontario and Quebec before the
polls close in Western Canada.
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4580 Marine Drive

West Vancouver, B.C.
VW 2N9

October 16, 198].

o
/-
Mrs. Joan Astley 4
11 Crescent Place W
London, England (
SW3 2EA
Dear Joan:

It .:mm been a long time, in fact, I wrote you Just before
Christ- mas in 1978 and you replied early in '79. With another
yeéar ending I thought I wouy

: ld write and say "I hope you have
eénjoyed good health and that you will have

a Very Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year".

Two years have passed in the life of the McPherson's,
too much has happened. We still live
four childr

én are all still resident in British Columbia.

zm:m<mﬁ:1mm grandchildren and as they
more in the hanger".

and not
in the same house and our

say 1n aviation "two

I continue to be involved with the Port of Vancouver and after
many years of struggling with the bureaucracy in Ottawa have yet
to see the Port

1m-owmmzﬁmmam:amasismmﬁmﬂma:mﬂmxmﬁ:mﬁ than
by bureaucrates 3,000 miles away in Ottawa.

Hope springs eternal and we are now working on new legislation
which may or may not

be introduced into the House of Commons at
the end of this year,

bﬁskm@mHQSJOﬂ :oiam:@azcﬁmmﬂ:m:a
have become slightly discouraged.

ocl:@;m past two years we haven't had the opportunity ﬁo.@o
to England, but have done considerable travel in North >3mﬂdnm

and spent some holidays in Mexico and Hawaii. This Spring we g
spent a month in Ja

pan and were considerably impressed by the
people and the countr

I continue to watch with

interest and dismay the drift to the
left of our government,

the gradual deterioration of our economy
and the disunity created to g large extend by federal politics
and politicians, who are only interested in winning seats in
Ontario and Quebec. Out here in the Colonies we zo:amﬁz:zﬁ:mz

bother to distribute the ballot boxes west of the Great Lakes
when our elections are settled

in Ontario and Quebec before the
polls close in Western Canada.
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I am watching with a great deal of interest to see what Mrs.
Thatcher does with "Trudeau's Constitution". As a lawyer I object
most strongly to the Bill of Rights being included in the Constat-
ution and to be interrupted by the Supreme Court, this being a
complete switch of the British system of common law.

I feel our confederation is going through very critical times,
but as Mercia tells me it is too late to worry about it.

I have rambled on enough about the McPhersons and would be
interested to hear news of you and your family and how many
grandchildren you now have since in '79 Richard and Rosie had

Thomas and Harry.

How is the book coming and did you ever think of doing your OWR
autobiography?

I know if you ever come to Canada you will let us know, and if
Bader, give them our regards

koc1c:ﬂﬂdﬁomwﬂoo:@dmmm:agom: ik
and tell them we haven't changed the sheets on the bed and hop

they will visit us in '82.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Ul
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lhis is.as far as I got; can o
YOou really believe A I can, and I am ashamed. FtriaLatal
1n life to put aside letters to answer:; 1f only one.did.it
right away. I think I shall try! And I was so thrilled to
get your letter, I really was. You must by now have decided

in good health

But I am not. I am

I was dead ang buried.
myself most assidueumly which,

and spirits, and running behind
YOou can imagine, doesn't geb me very far!
So here goes to answer your letter in detail.
Your questions go back a long way. I remember the last
I will do a brief

time I saw yYou was 1n 0Old Church Street.

re-cap:
Richard went to Dartmouth College, U.S., for.a year, then
returned to London University and took his degree in English

and then a year's Teacher Iraining. Just at this
uayle, elder

married to such a nice girl, Rosanna 0

daughter of one of our best actas, Anthony Quayle. She and

Richard had been inseparable for a long time, and I was simply
arry. I have known her and her

delighted when they decided to m
family for many years, and I can't tell you how nice it 1310
have in-laws who not only know you and your background but also
they knew Philip in the past years, Now Richard and Rosy have
two attractive small sons, aged 3% and 13, called Thomas and
Harry (Rosy says she has her 'Tom, Dick and Harry'). They

live not far from here.
Richard did three years teadhing at the St. Marylebone

Grammar School, and now is about to do a two-year stint to get
his M.Phil. or Ph.D., the first anyway and the mecond if he and
his tutor find he can manage B%. Then he will be completely
Qualified to teach senior students, which is what he wants.

Both he and Rosy have highly develbped senses of humour,
by the way, which 1s, you will agree, of supreme 1importance.

As for me, when Richard married, I moved out of 0ld Church
Street into this smaller lbuse, where I am very happily settled
with a little garden, a garage, and enough rooms to limit my
house-guests and my house-pride but at the same time allow me
to entertain my friends! Since three years I have been working
on a biography of Colin Gubbins (Major-General Sir Colin Mec Vean
Gubbins) who ended up the last war as head of Spettal Operations

EPID has a lot about

Executive AHmSmBUmeM MAN CALLED INTR

pam, ditto BODYGUARD OF LIES. I might say that both these |
Ul extremely ingccurate. In M

Literature,
time he got

AN

books are compulsive reading

RAOSIIN




me (as also BODYGUARD) ang

0 | T i f a y : .

T H.,HthwHt, Bill Stevenson
. Simply are not true!

11Pe hurriedx 1nto

WOAU °f thep Manage to =«

Ver 1L : D » , 1
Deve; “new Bilj :m:uoesg:u I never in my ; :
However, it jis

the Ch; . > o : :
mwm Chiers Ol Staff meeting Carrying a meéssage.
good Cclean fun ang SO0 long ag governments hang on to secrets

dvd- Il 5 L —y - - =
° Mmust €Xpect all sorts of lhaccuracies to be Ppublished.
st a reésearcher, so am being oxﬁwmsmwk

hD%OHdCdeGHE I am top hone
cwoﬁwat:% He lived 82 years, was g

e B Pkl ngle s Gubbins !

very Qu.deDWCHUJTQL man with 1 full life, andg though 1 know &wgmdvﬁo
m:&oﬁcmﬁmzh Part will pe the last war

to Swm&OﬂHp:mv the things

the €€energa) Public, the most
and U.C.F_.L,.‘ to his H.SBH;LJ his widow,

that made up the 1jirfe of this man are what are wsdmwomewsn. S0
I plug on, Hoping +t, have it done by the engd of this year - jn

H..mdeu H ZC.WH_.

tccs% to reagd
mCﬁ:OHMd%. My gre
ﬁo With the Port of Bristol;
1t which We passed on to the B

It igs Sad that

oﬂ higs young wi fe; Just

of you 8s Chairman of the Vancouver Ports
great dea} indeed to0

mﬁ grandfather had g very
we had a 1ot of Family Papers about

ristol Museum,

with publijec figures a1}
Hany untrue, a11 doing harm to

about Canada
when T finish

All you write me
Columbj 4 makes me want 4, Visit you. Perhaps,
Qchmzmv I shall have SOme spare cash and will do g trip across the
Atlantje and renew my friendships, So stay alige, please. Lot

do my best.
See from the Past? Ian QmoosuwmmchHH%.

What o01g friends 4o J
and stays young, alert and active,

He jg Temarkable, he really is,
I have done at long last all my

(' the others are dead,
Put in, with the @ro&omﬁmdrm and
the :QSH:.MDm&wCo&HoDm and so

&rmummdm of Qmwmhm&wozmw
I re-live those Very great ang enjoyable

Are you eve Oveér to London again? Yoy walll .
I know, tell me 1f You do. mw:vxcwkv like me, it jig me&m:om“ money
and time, which Stops one. » here ig hoping, .. and actually
[ am determineq to give myse ound before J get too

Ong in thé¢ tooth,
Dear Glenn, it v¥as really good to hear from you.

resolutiadn t, finish Gubbins this year, I wil}l also res
'ays answer letters by return.

I likely to Come

And,besides
olve to

Much 1love to you

—
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