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Wy L OF THE RED FLAG | HE JUST WANTS T0 B ALONE U\
- NOW? PRETTY SOFT-EH

This story 1s most poignant to me. As I have mentioned before 1 produced
an eight-column cartoon strip called "Events of the Week."

In the spring of 1938, long before World War II, His Royal Highness,
Prince Namota, brother of. Emperor Hirohito, visited the city of Vancouver

and was accorded the prescribed royal treatment.
Thus one panel of my strip that week showed Mr. Van, my personal re-

presentation of John Q. Public, bowing low to the visiting Prince.
I was carefill not to carlcature the royal personage but drew a photo-

graphic likeness acknowledging the greetling.

Then it happened!

Starting Monday morning and continuing all week the mail poured in from
irate Japanese.

The letters ran all the-way.from many "Cancel my subscrl
I vividly recall, "One.day when our .victorlous armles conquer North America
we will take care of youlV :

In all three hundred sixty-eight letters on that one subject pouree into
in one week up to that time!

ption" to one

the Sun office. By far the greatest recelved
The threats and implied threats were SO numerous that .1t was necessary

to apologize for an unintentional error Im protocol.
But bellieve me, I had some anxious days - and nights. M AR c H / [ q g 74
I am persomally prateful that-We won. the ward

FOR RESEARCH PURPOSES ONLY
NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT PERMISSION
Rare Books & Special Collections and University Archives
The University of British Columbia
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Prine Minlster Brian kulrooney, // / A
Parliament Buildinge, (A ‘6
Ottowa, Canada,
Dear Sir:
."Jfol.:l.()(jed 1.)1(:‘} "}(J j'J j‘,l‘: ’;_ ‘-‘!‘{) 1}{:) - (-:IleJ/ () :" I r .:. T’ ] a
\ writton recently by one of our well known icst Loast
"- journnliste in conuection witn the lesuc of compencatior
{' for Jupniuesc~Canadlans that are geesing relief by lobbying
|

the federnl goverument,

As n former naval gunner aboard Cengdian bhuilt ships

in the battlo areas of the Pacific and Indian Occone durlng

! | "orld "ar 11 and gpecifically the Japancee Campaign vould add

the following to the article: hy not formerly interred

Japanepe~Cnrnondlans geexing recompense, petition the Japancae

de, A8 nead of

Fmperaor for re~gstablighment and penslon {urn

,Ju !A(;"A..: l.’a,'-'

i
atate and with his governmen? agsisting pernape

tne finencial gifts tre, 8eck,

ecould be piven to theilr plea for
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~ That haircul was-bosat.

't pay

tiul

id why some ol us looked with wis
y ot the Japanese salely ensconced I
sunny Okanagan lor Lhe duration, And

ng better.

nyhow, il lost incomne is added 0 e

(or the dislocation and property loss ol

anese Canadians, I'll be lined up right

ind Mr. Tanaka, my bill clutched In my

little hand. 1 shall not, | trust, be discri-

izted against because | happen 10 be
jcasian.

Infortunately, $443 million s already a
le pricey lor the taxpayers. Maybe a bet-
solution would be for Multiculturalism
sister Otto Jelinek to compensate each
ected Japanese Cznadian the way the
vernment did the vets — give him a cou-
' of medals. My medals are worth about
50 at the pawnshop but | suspect thal
me of our older and wiser Japanese ol
st wartime period would see the value of
ing recogrized as having served their
untry in a rather peculiar and humiliating
iy - like other vels
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Losses incurred by Japanese Canadians
interned during the Second World War —
from conliscated property and [orgone
vincome — are estimated by accountants
trom Price Waterhouse to amount to $443
million. (news item)

Wrenched away from home and family,
herded into the back of a truck, driven to a
strange place, ncad shaved, lorced to wear
rough clothes and sleep on a hard bunk,
bullied by wardens in the former cattle
bam — God, how | hated it!

watching with fascination to sec whether
the Canadian government pays the bill not
only lor property conliscated from the Jap-
anese Canadians (a blunder) but also for
lost income.

During four years of slogging arcund
parade squares, | reckon | lost income
something fierce. | forget what was the
day's pay for an AC2 but | know that it was
a hell of a lot less than | would have made
on Civvie strcet. My accountanis — Watt
Price Glory — assure me that, given the
precedent of an award to our Japanese
Canadians, | can lay the sleeve cn Ottawa
for all the time | wasted learning how to
salute.

At that, | was onc of the less put-upon,
(inancially, since the RCAF never sent me
overseas. Some of my fricnds who did go to
war sullered very severe income loss
indeed — they were killed in action. War s
like that: It can make a mess of your retire-
ment plan. ;

orcder to have a legitimate excuse to get
away from their wives and husbands. Every
claim for lost income will need to be con-
sidered according to the circumstances of
enlistment. | can produce at least three wit-
nesses to testify that | cricd mysell to sleep
every night in the Toronto CNE bull pen.

Curiously enough, the media editorialists
who are breastbeating (on my breast)
about the “national shame” of overdue rep-
arations to the Japanese Canadlans never
mention the income loss of the vets. Could
this be a subtle form of generation bashing?
An Indirect way of castigating the sins ol
the fathers in putting younger people in
their debt, on top of the other national defl-

cit?

Or have thesc midlile pundits, whose .P

personal experience of the war Is zilch,
been persuaded that their old rhan went off
to the front with a hop and a skip and a few
fast choruses ol Mademoiselle From

Armentieres? Maybe they have watched too

kWh@n it doesn’t pay

stand why some of us looked with wistful
envy at the Japanese salely ensconced in
the sunny Okanagan for the duration. And
eating betlter.

Anyhow, if lost income is added to the
tab for the dislocation and property loss ol
Japanese Canadians, 'll be lined .up right
behind Mr. Tanaka, my bill clutched in my
hot little hand. | shall not, | trust, be discri-
minzted against because | happen to be
Caucasian.

Unfortunately, $443 million is already a
trifle pricey for the taxpayers. Maybe a bet-
ter solution would be for Multiculturalism
Minister Otto Jelinek to compensate each
affected Japanese Cznadian the way the
government did the vets — give him a cou-
le of medals. My medals are worth about
$250 at the pawnshop but | suspect that
some of our older and wiser Japanese of
that wartime period would see the value of
being recognized as having served their
country in a rather peculiar and humiliating
way — like other vets.

lBut that was manning depot, Royal Cana- Granted, a minority of scrvicemen and many old John Wayne movies on TV. That
dian Alr Force, 1942. Which Is why | am women were happy to take the cut in pay in would help explain why they don't under- That haircut was-baustat. -
: - - — —r- - T T T T TV T T T TP T
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