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emerged. It isn’t pe

Authority Chief's View

NEW PORT ACT HAS
FINE POSSIBILITIES

s 4 .

:2;7.__._ pﬁ_ -.:..l”._z_,f.m,_i._.: the House of Commons July 26,
02, 18 the framework on which to build a truly efficient

operating system for Canada’s ports, says G W (Glenn)

Zc_,_:.._.m::. chairman of the <:_:.::,.2.._.:Z.>~.::“=.:_,_.

After a decade helping to find new legislation that .5.:_

t_.:,..:_.c a wide measure of autonomy for local port .

administrations, McPherson is :_E%E_ with what has

. rfect, he says, but is a long step

forward, and should prove extremely beneficial to the ports

their regions and to the federal government itself

.f’.,_ U 7,?,_ .__

The Act comes into force early in 1983. It will

.f,:_:;.,f,c._.c all that has gone before and point the way to a
new era in maritime affairs. :

| Contents

-

.

B.C. Ice

O~NOODNHG

Page 2 ‘Gang of Four’ Shaped New Act
Indian Lands in Port Area

40 Years on Waterfront
Add Two Container Cranes

Port Master Plan Unveiled
Unique Cable Layer Visits Port
Port Built Vessels Serve Arctic

takes over.

McPherson, who is 72, is talking of retiring now that his
goal has been attained in large measure. Meanwhile, he _:?..
a good many loose ends to look after before the :aé,>& |
over. One of the first problems is an application to
establish in Vancouver a local port corporation that will
assume many of the duties that have come under National
Harbours Board control in Ottawa.

(Continued on Page 2)

Port Manager Retires After 9 Years

Fred J.N. Spoke will be taking
early retirement as General Manager
of the Port of Vancouver, effective
February 1, 1983.

Mr. Spoke, 62, will have been
with the Port of Vancouver nine
years as of that date.

“I feel a great attachment to this
Port.” he said, “but having guided
her destiny through nine hectic and
often frustrating years, I feel it is
time to reduce my workload and
‘enjoy my private life more fully.” He
will continue to reside in the
Vancouver area.

Mr. Spoke said one of his major
goals has been to obtain meaningful
decision-making powers for local port
management. The new Ports Act
provides the basis for this. The
future of the Port of Vancouver can
be very bright indeed. Opportunities
are limitless if only all vital elements
of the Port community work Smmm:mw
offectively, and if m_o<m§3m3m will
recognize what a tremendous asset

this Port represents, he said.

F' J. N. SPOKE

After military service as an
engineer officer in the Dutch Army in
the Caribbean and Southeast Asia,
Mr. Spoke came to British Columbia
in 1951. Over the period until 1967,
he participated at a senior :
administrative level in many projects
connected with hydro and thermal

electric generating development and
the pulp and paper industry
expansion.

In 1967, he moved to Rotterdam,
the largest port in the world. He
completed, first, a very extensive
building program for the University
of Rotterdam and then joined the
Port as Deputy Managing Director, a
post he held for four years.

He is a member of the
Association of Professional Engineers
of B.C., The Engineering Institute of
Canada, and a number of national
and international associations and
councils. In 1979, Mr. Spoke was
appointed to the Executive
Committee of The International
Association of Ports and Harbours
__the most influential international
port organization. In 1981, he was
elected a Vice-President of the

LATH
Mr. Spoke has served also on the

E&E’.{. T
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‘Gang of Four’ Helped Shape New Act

) ¥ )
\H.._\: :

Under the new Act, the federal
and senior counterpart — the
Canada Ports Corporation — has 18
months in which to present proposals
to the Minister and recommendations
about the establishment of local port
corporations.

" “We do not want that sort of
delay in Vancouver,” says
McPherson. “We expect to be among
the first to have our own
corporation.” To this end, as

,_.__...c,:.:...,,.,:,;.::;__:m::n.../::::.:.,..
he has circulated an information
memorandum to councils and other
,“,_._",M.,,u.,_.

The present Authority, he notes,
1S “taking the initiative in preparing
the necessary material to request
that a LPC (local port corporation) be

q .

established as soon as possible after
proclamation of the Act.”

He 1s asking municipal councils,
chambers of commerce, boards of
trade and other concerned
organizations to support the
application with formal messages of
backing. Vancouver, he points out,
qualifies for LPC status on every
count; 1t 1s of regional and national
significance; there is a demonstrated
local interest in the management of
the port; the port is likely to be
fmancially solvent, in fact is one of
he few in Canada today that has
een for many years.

McPherson has been a member
of the present Authority since 1971.
[n that period he was for a long time
a member of what was facetiously
known as “The Gang of Four”, more
recently increased to five in number
comprising as well the chairmen of
the port authorities of Quebec City,
Montreal, St. John’s, Nfld.. and
Halifax.

There has been long-standing
urging on the part of this group for
Ottawa to provide local port
autonomy. Under the old regime
;_Ec: Now is terminating, there was
strict control of NHB ports by
Ottawa.

“A task force was set up to
develop legislation.” McPherson
says. “It recommended that all ports
be under one commission with local

T
L
1
i

Page 2

G.W. MCPHERSON

commissions under it. Some of us
objected that this still provided too
much opportunity for the Minister to
exercise control and direct
regulations.”

The legislation has emerged,
altered a number of times since its
initial draft form and still not
completely satisfactory to some who
have been most deeply concerned,
but a vast improvement on most that
has gone before.

“The new legislation,” says
McPherson, “basically is the original
bill, as amended in committee, plus
some elements of the 1964 Harbour
Commission Act”.

It provides three new items. The
irst is the establishment of a
17-person federal corporation, with
certain large ports open to operation
under a local corporation; and where
desired regional advisory councils
may be established to advise the
Minister.

A minimum of three local Port
corporations will be represented on
the national corporation board. Ports
of all kinds, plus provincial
governments, will comprise the
membership of regional advisory
boards.

The original C-92 draft reserved
to the federal corporation the right to
transfer from any local port
corporation surplus funds for use
elsewhere. This clause — and some
others — created wide protest
including that of “The Gang of Four”.
In committee, the bill was amended
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