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cf 1908 came to Canada with a dream to become -an-
ovner oLl acres of golden field of the Canadian Prairies. Thoug

f ! :
(all I SSes . was a willow basket (yanagikori) which I had brought

A / :
g -

from Japan to carry my personal effects. My English that I had learned

in Japan 6id not work at all because of my pronsunciation. I had to

\...u

carry & note book and a pencil to converse by writing. Lured by

Japanese paper ﬁwmdmcwm by Mr. Jiro Inouye who mdmdma that the

strawberry growing ig so profitable that a fellow can save ten thousand

lollars in ten years, I came to Haney, B. C. Ten thousand dollzrs was
n arount beyond imagination for an immigrant in those days. There were
onl» a hancful of Japanese settlers in the wiole Fraser Valley then. The
NIAN K Q:\ e
first Japanese who came in to, the Fraser Valley was Mr. ¥anzo (Ivemotoy 1903,
who lived in Fitt Meadowstill 1942. ewmw Mr. Tatsuji Matsushita, settled
in Haney as a farm laborer in 1905 and grew strawberries on leased land
(his mwmwo can be found in the Maple Ridge cemetery). Mr. Jiro Inouye,
who is really responsible for pioneering strawberry industry among tihe
Japanese, Uocrwd vo mwwmm of’ land: and builtshis @mﬁawndegwMHm in 160632
L Yy P eenal e prae X
This psaCUdﬁ<,mwm€ to a 13 million dollar Hﬂaﬁmdww osmshmﬁmemm by
1933, throughout the Fraser-Valley.
e hod to work hard for our wages in the shingle bolt camp or
work in summer time to save money. We returned hcme in thae
winte.r months to clear our own land. (I had bought 10 acres of busaland
in Haney. We could not afford to buy lumber to build our houses so©
we helred each other by felling ¥ large cedar tree and bucking it into

a ]

three ieet lengths to make cedar shakes for the walls and roof ©= 2

- -

shack. iie cut out long and straight roles for studs and rafts, taick shakes

were laid on the ground for the floor. Bed and furniture were also
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apple box for a chuiir etc. e used straw for our

which perhaps originated the slang expression "hit the hay"
1

for the night.,

This house building and well muqumq ccomSO a social event among

rselves just as those-of "Barn re powbmz msosw the early settlers in

{

Canada. WWe did not know how to dance but a great deal of eating

ing went on. This custom remained until good many years later

friends anc¢ relatives. Sometimes we put up a layer of building pzpers

double wall with paper in between to keep out the draft

“ut vou can imagine how cold it was in winters=thick ice in the

bucket and icicles formed on top of our blanket from our breath

n the blanket., After 10 or 15 years of such pioneering life, we

‘v

lld & frame house with sawn lumber.

roney was scarce and our labor was cheap in those days. Oftentimes

we could not afford to buy stumping powder so we dug around the stuiips

ol many leet diameter with a mattock and shcvels cut—and-dig-out, dig

/Ve» _F\r\ r,h-... f\.ﬁ(f“.cr..\. 7
eper and deeper around the stump; dig—a soww csomﬂsmwﬁr to- huild a

fire and burn it day after day. Some stump roots would take two weeks to

burn.” Ve planted strawberries as we clezred the land.

We settlers were all husky young Jms and.seldom saw the opposite sex
WL L

of our own race. W%We all felt the mOPHﬁmnH:mmm and the emptiness of this

life. Some found their way out of this loneliness by driaking, some by

gambling, I do not remember the exact year when our pionecer, Mr. Tatsuji

Ot
1 WP

- (horn in Kumamoto-ken) died, approximately around 1910, I
get what happened the day of his death. VWhen we called at his
we found Choju, the 20 year old son.of Mry Matsushita SSitCEIe
ancd silsntly by his fatherts death bed. A fellow named Abe knowing

. - - . L
Mr. Matsushita stored BiS :mmwmz\SSHow he had been in the habit oxf

s - 3 - ~ -
ving every day, brought couple of bottles from the pantry end sal
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poor old friend is gone. llc woula'nt mind if I finish up thease

- —

Alle hegan lelning himself cup after cup. Riki-san, another

friend, who was & feoithful Buddhist had brougsht some incense sticks and

- -

cancle Lo lirfht on the altar in front of tht (0oGy. FHe solemnly reac
from long Muddhist prayer books (shoshinge) for the wake service for
our bvgone rioneer =s we, A handful of friends sorrowiully gathered

do:n ther to nou .. .wdnﬂ the service =3 over, Piki-san and others

] - It
4 f - ]
Ao 3 ..4...,

joinea vith Abe’in talking about iie past by-gone am%m. Abe's voice grew

louder as time went on and he ‘egan calling Riki-san 2busive names. Finally

Riki-san could'nt bear it any longer 2nd began stripping off his goat. e

. e

B4 ki ;D R . AR gt
tried to step them but in vain}.the affair wound up in a ti¥pical “=stern

T

Next day we asked the Haney Methodist Minister to coaduct the
and we buried our friend in the Maple Ridge cemetery, the first
crave amon: over one hundred seventy Japanese graves in that cemetery
y 122, According to Buddhist tradition we gathered again after 49
dave from death, and held a memorial service in Nichiren-shu, with the

priest chanting wuoz a nrayer book, accompanied by the beating of a drum.
//
wake service conducted in Shinshu, the funeral in the Christian way,

+he memorial service in Nichirenshug I have often wonderec whether the

spirit of our beloved pioneer was btewildered as to which ro% to choose.

JAVANTSE LANTERN T'ARADE

2 ad N X S

I’y happy memory goes back to the event of November 161€, when the
declaration of the vorld vmmom,dwocnﬁd a great joy to us all. %hen the
»arl¢ viar 1) troke out, we Japanese as 2 member of the allied force, lent
‘v 2id to the local war efforts. Japnese women, though few in nunber,

| Inouye, participated in the lccal Rec¢ Cross works and the
1. C. A. fund collection and other patriotic
C. people showel ©2 "i5 their deep aopreciatio~

-he Japanese cruisers ~uercingz the coast frcm the mcn

FOR RESEARCH PURPOSES ONLY
NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT PERMISSION
Rare Books & Special Collections and University Archives
The University of British Columbia




il il s W O e

Lmcen in the Pacific waters during the war. Anti-oriental

for the time being.

day celebration, we cut green cedar bouchs and

big triumphant arch on which was put a picture of the

Rl TR -~

ce with & torch. This picture was made un o

natural co'ours of the grain seed and was pasted on a large

- -

unicipzlity held a big feast in the

agricultural hall open

Approxirately 2000 peonle attended that dav. After the dinner we Japanes

lively lantern parade on the Trunk Road. 1ILed by Mr. Kanzaki.

N

Mr. Tsuchiya (deceas=d), the two telles

in Haney), and

Lhe Japanese, each carrying 15 foot poles on which were hung large

lanterns, two long columns of three hundred red paper lanterns with

ndles waved up and down in the derk night. The parade, stérting

corner of Dewdney Trunk and Lillooet Roads marched one mile on

to the Municipal Hall in Haney, with all types of noisemakers that one

-

gine; beating coal oil cans, frying pans, pots and pans, COWDSLLS

toy trumpets. I1'ixing with these uproaring noises we sang at the top of

e

voices Fusso-Japanese war songs which were the only songs we ‘new.
When the parade ireached the }Municipal mmwﬁ\dﬁm Reeve T. Lilly and his

councillors welcomed us and we disbanded with d:wmm nQSNmmwm. 'y blood

Lv‘mm A\ A M,zn\..:u\

T recall these happy occasions a:o>oosvmwm dwms with the

ence we had to zo through during the World War II as

money by working hard without & holiday 1) year round.
Our talxs always wound up with who might Dbe the Tirst one To De GLE
groom of z picture bride. (As 2 traditional custom of Japan, parentcs

szlected a girl and make them meet =ach other once, which is called
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There "ore the picture bride is HothTh: UNETNSEXPERTNON
T'.is was s Oit v i LT rnr econo-ical thet even toc
century later, Cl.inese peonle in Canaca are vwwcﬁwmwm<ﬂwm same ﬂw:
41
do not remembLcr any tad result of the picture “ricC CXCept &
comics) one. I knew a man in lervond named Fr. N. who mail- orcered a
=irl from his parents in Japan. e had had a photograph taken ith an

-
1

artificial moustache, giving him an appearance of & hirh dirlcmat. “Then

she arrived at Vici.oriz, upon comparing him with ‘the photograph, shs

oy
strongly céenied that he Jmcawvﬁ husband, until the Japanese consSti

omwdwwwoo that he was truiy ¥Mr. ¥. They reised a big family; hovever,
each time they had = quzrrel, she ‘surely brought up"the roustacre incice
3ince these brides came from a farning femily in Japan where
labour is common, Scme o the pioneer wives often ent to the
the woode with her husband to tackle man-sizec jobs. The couple
would “ell a larre cedar ‘tree of 5 to 6 feet 'dismetcr. "The'wriTe woule
savr is +hile her husband would split 1% vith a wedge and a 9 pound hawmmsr
to meke shingle tolts.

=1 -
r\lr.ll\-

wor:an's share in it. The picture brice worked with wwow and shoval v ith

nlant strarberries. Taen
roeing and cultivating the berry patches e her house <! . The

vould <t up vary early in the moraing znd o i~ ted at elecven av )5 <k o

=4
ising in the Sowswsmu.mWo Tcd the chickens and horse; =N PrEneEred

- . f -
o T GM .

», then return to TR During the berry picking sefson,

+-- berries cr packe¢ them from ca'm to dusk, ‘taking very

s . N

~ime for thr houschold ch-res. After the busy scason
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somc ol them would work in tha frult csanery or hire: out as
never cdreamed of such a thing as "holiday with pay®

They worled hard all vear around, andé the children 2lso were trained to
work as soon as they were able. The best amusement they enjoyed waz a
comrunity concert held %s the vinter time consistins of an em~teur play,
foll congs, darncing lasting all nirfht. _armw SHTBAT or concert was held
all over the Fraser Valley as the oawm amusenent for the nioneer days
since there were no nicture shows ocdxus.drm country in those days.

£5 a natural result of increasing picture brides, Japanszsse

population mutlinlied fast. Because of language handicaps an¢ shyness,

oZ these vomen they vould not mingle with th= English (eople. ‘'hen 2

visitor knocked at the door when she was alone, she would peep- out

\

throus-h the curtain and keep silent if the vicitor hanrened to dm.msmwwmw.,

This situation imnroved as she learned some English or became acgqucainted
|

with their neirhbors. Accoxding-to-my-diary I openecd a night school to

teach Fnzlish, or to study together with new comers and picture brices as

\
Y e _r._. “h

" early’ as 1913 free of charge and kept on every winter until the

Government nicht school opened in 19727, in Haney.

ANGUAGE SCHOCL

As the children grew older and attended the public schools, trey
legan to talk Znglish and learned Canadian manners. Like 2 hen hatched

out cuck cggs, little ducklings goes out to nond without fear, thus

lcavine poor mother quacking on the shore. It was cuite natural that the

- - -
- -

-
' - e
rould ot s : y I E e ad

1o o= T = T -
O TNRE vellnese Langu

1]
-

~

rano taurht three children privatel in her home.
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“onch r's Accoclation was organized, they openzd a lansinee clacc

LI

L

Coichi MNakayama, 1923, (now the Anglican i"inister) succeeded by
“utocers, 1924; then irs. Etsv Voshino, and Frs. Fuki Sakiyama,
C. Ariga, from 1934 to 1942, -
The object was to teach the Japanese langusge to ths Niseis to enable
them to cormunicete with their parents freely in the mother language, WOd
to teach lovelity to the thrones of Jamen. The Jansnese text book ooaUWHma
to bring up to suit to tiie national nolicy of JJapans S This
‘as not suitoble to the Japanese born in Canada. The Japansse in
rnia- “ound themselves in the same predicament anc compilatec a
text book for their language schools, This California Jenznese

-

rook, havins been approved bv the Depariment Education of the State
- dnny’ /
of Califoriiz did not conflict with Canadian ecucational ideals, @ The

. . \ . 5
Haney Ianguage school used the. California book. (I had argued the »noint
at the convention of B. C. Japanese language School Federation rereatedly,

but rno one took much interest. rerhaps J-tadbeen—argsing-against what -

-~

—
.

-

The rest of the fifty language schools in 2. C. were

usinr Japanese national text books.

SUKDAY SCHQOL

By 191 the number, of Japanese farmers Mbpwmmmmm to 35 arennd

Janey and Hamnond, &s well as in other parts of the Fraser Valley such as

'ission, 3urrey etc. By 1924, the Japanese in Maple Ridge municipality

] —— ~ - - ~ l"l' -y - -
- . . o n
- - - — -

-
ne STy
- - - — - -

-
— "

Teiidzosy S
anti-oriental movements, started in 1907, known &s "Powell

spreac &1l over the B. C. coast led by the Anti-oriental society.
majority of the Japarnese could not sneglr English and did not unc
Canadizn vay of living. THe "assimiletion" wes the chief dovMo_ mon
Japenece lezders in those days. The langurFe barrier was fundamental

troulle for not mingline with th occidental neirhbors. However tris
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problem could not be solved over night. T began to believe that an
assimilation to the foreien land must begin with the understanding of
elicion of the land. With the kind help of my christian {ricnd

'lall, who operated a store in Haney then, and his sister KMiss May,

we started » Sunday School (non-cdenominational) with a motto "the

melting pot of racial problems in Christ". Mr. Hall gathered white

3

and I went around Japanese families, and we opened a Sunday
school with 15 children of both races in, the historicalseld sehool
house built in 1800 which was bought by the Japanese club for our
community centre. A portable organ was donated and Miss Hall served as
teacher, Mr. Hall as superintendent and I as janitor and
r as well as a;.pupil.. The .number;of. children.doubled by _Che
the year 1914. Ve had a really Merry Christmas celebration with
and white parents together.
Tn 1918 the enrolement of children reached nearlv one hundred. Mr.
A. C. Hampton and his two sisters succeeded Mr,., Hall, when he and gl

y S%P\
family had to move away. Pople called it the Corner NMission Sunday

School. I served as secretary-treasurer, janitor, and teacher. I was
so interested that T never missed a Sunday even in the busiest strawberry
picking seasons throuvh which I abundantly venefitted myself in gaining
the knowledge of the Bible and English as well.

In 1932, Hapex gmwmsmmm Fruit Ranchers' Association built a new
community hall 30' x 60!, two storied with kitchen and board rooms in the
lower Tloor. During the season of thanksgiving festivity in 1932 the Corme

Mission Sunday School held a Chicken Salad Dinner social in the new hall

inviting nrominent people of the village. The Japanese mothers prepared

r!..

chicken salad for two hundred people uncer dﬁ@ chief cook of the late
Mr. Y. Kohy and the white mothers brought pasgry ms@wdm<mwmqm. The
Jre R O S

program ~f singing and recitals and music ! HPhH®QI®<mwﬁioJo do the top

[ o B iy
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oo could not be seen a
‘ed amons the #ucdience. This Dinner social wWasS sSo Successi it
chicken sunrer of the Corner IFission became 2n z2nnual event in

Haney for many vears to come.

" INDERPGARTEN

Anti-oriental movement in the British Columbia Coast reached its
veak when the state of California passed anti-oriental land law which

prohitited Japsnese land ownership and lease right, in 1924. The

following vear this cdisease spread all over B. C. like a wild fire.

The Iarvole school district decided a separate ecucation of Jananese

cnildren; Henry ['udson school in Vancouver also taking the same sten.
|

The I arle Ridge School Board who nad more Japanese children thcn any other

Y

one district was no exception. The rezson for the segreg=tion 'as tiat

\.um.__m \r

Japanesc children do not understend Enrclish as result taking up too much

teacher's attention, zwwowﬂww»amddwademw to white.ch®d™en. The
languare barrier was the apparent cause of the segregation. This
segregation movement in Marpole and Henry Hudson Schools were checled by
the strenuous efforts of the Vice-Consul ¥Mr. Sato with the help ol the
“ev. Mr. Gale of the Anglican church, and Dr. Osterhout, the lMethodist

Superintencent of Oriental Kissions, through discussions with ﬁWm\mowoop
Lty

” “1
Board who agreed on the concition that the Japanese children will be given

L 4

Zneclish trainins before public school age.
Tn order to nip the segregation idea in the bud, in Maple Ridge we

)

hzd to tzle action immediately to start a2 kindergarten. FEeESTelC LO

theExccutive of the ‘'okai ﬁumvmbmmm Farmers! Ass'n) to open 2 kindergarten
vere financially unable to nay for a teacher. I apnroach~d <the
1"izsionary Society of the Metlodist Church wb Vancouver v.irou~h

s returned missionary from .Tapzn to supnly a teacier and

‘incergrrten. This vas granted.  However e
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o1"ht enourh lumber to mcke 2o

-

Y tw0 fozen tiny chairs and did it 3:mmwwhhmwmmw

.-

we o inted ] i"iss De'olfe sunnlied all teachine meterials and

T 1y e B AT £ 3 . . ‘ ..\.n.\\u...{fs.()..l..
vlay things. The erey Japarese indergarten thus opened in mmﬁwmﬁwmw 7

1927 vrith 14 preschoecl children under the tender care of lirs. J. Fuller,

-

& local house wife, who had teaching expérience. I'rs. Fuller was paid by

-7 -

7. 1. S. but we could not dén without a janitor. I askzd mothers of
the clildren to tezke turns in heating the ro'm ané cleaning it after
sclhiool. They vere all villing to help out, vut after & weelk's opsration
of the kindergarten, the janitors ceased to show up all of a sudden.

It was founa that someone createc anc¢ spread ¢ gossip that Yamega was
paid -*25.00 2 month by the church , ‘Frcluading “CheSjENTLOr SroTIEs SRR SNES
why the mothers declined to work free. But this trouble vas mdwmumrdmbmg.
ur when Dr. S. S. Osternhout the Surerintencent of the Oriental 'ission

Tp NoKRLI
ned (€hat “the church ic not paving anything to Yamage because

NoKRIS his qood Coude”
, : . o NoHAS
- eschocl aducation is’yez work. The church is only helping z=ee'" by

oYl af

hiclhh we restored free janitor cduties again. All preschocl children
+»zined before nublic school age and the School ®oard was very hapry
it. Later Japanese Nokai realized the value of the ¥indergarten

-

and btuilt a special room anad supplied a‘jaddtors ' This'was Carricd om

until .HQN“.N .

P. T. A. I'OVENSNT

in the early days the Japanese school children in the public school
were unceble to understand ZEnglish because sowogw spoke English at home.
it lezst until the first child learned in school anc talked to his
voungzer brothers or sisters. waturally the téachers must heve experiencec
ruch ¢ifficulty with those chilcren. Also the parents rnew very little
giout tre Canadizan vay of liging. Conssquently many problems ocerrires

O Y

21 o=t clothing, school lvnch, anc¢ prblic manners etc. It seemcC ©nc
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unavoidavle nercholorical eifect on Li:e child!s mind to creste @n

shfmed to reeslize it, and cdiscussed the

. . »
rs. ¥, Yatsolhs . e sussested o Ouam.‘..mdu..Nh\._m
X Saabiad A -~

Tecchers Association. But how ean we carry on the meeting with
nothers w0 snoke ne word of English? xoﬁﬁwmwuxw mace ur my rnind to take

bl ~ T - - - - by - - = e, \
upr the doublec buiden in {illing their hancdicaps by -2cting as interpriter

and ‘leader in D. T. A vorkietdgain

I visitea around Japanese homes urgins

the ity of . T. A. just as KFrs. Vatson went arouncé wnhte homes: anc

orj:anized the Alexander Robinson Farent and Teachiers Ass'n.

In-the fial 1 of 4921 THEthEEe Bmavmwmﬁwmpw and--half Jawnanese anc

Qceicente mgﬁm met for the first, time wuw a common obje-tive: to bring
up fooa Canadian Citizens. In thet year the Japenese cnildren cormtiosed
about one cuerter of the whole school, increasing rapidly to 60 in &
Tew years. In the monthly meetings of the F. T. A. I internreted back
an¢ forth in bilingual what was bsins~ discussed in the meefingss I wves
verv nroud of these Japznese mothers. Althourh they spoke very little
Englisi: they contributed more than their share toward the P. T. A. work.
They gave rencrously and worked side by side with white ladies with whon
they became f{riendly and learned many things through their eyes.
Another cSHOWWmdmvwm mmwb achieve¢ by the P. T. A. movement vas
the comnlete mwmmﬁﬁmmwmmnm of the Japanese children's inferiority complex
when they saw their mothers work with their friends mothers equally in
the school matters. This psychological gain was & tremendous benefit for
nadien soci-ty as a whole. With this encouraging result, I urged
Janzncse perents of the othér schools, such as Heney central and Hanrnond

-

cchool where larsme percentege of pupils were Japanese, to join the P. T. A,

of their schools. On the s T.od: meetimgldeys 106 those thrc: schopls

T vent #round to pick up mothcrs in my nodel T. Ford to take them to the
®

.

me-~tinrs ond interpreted for many Vears with hopes that. the Nisei mothers

———
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¢ the burden off mv shoulders.

-

‘Ancirals brourht their troubdles To 'mé ' forisetstlement,

- -

ao not remember how many cases oif troutle I handled. 0One case I can

forget:, an 1l ear old Japanese boy broug:t a bottle of his
rnoonshine (doburoku) to school and the janitor found
children cead drunk in the school basement a2fter school.

-

I'r. Harrison, the secretary of the School Board, who was my

intinate friend, phoned one day telling me that.lr. S. T. (2 Japanese

i
t

farmer) is holdins his two children from school to “ut ther: ©to vork onv

=l s

the stravoerry fields. The EBoa:d was consicdering sending a swummons for

I found that Mr. S. T. did not know about compulscry cducation.

thought hé could co anyvthing with his ovm chilcdren. Tt took me

cerale time to convince him anc¢ settle with the Schoonl Eoarad

without ifurther trouble.
ATter tvo or three years ol the I'. T. A. movement these troubles
ceased to happen. On the other hand, Javanese children

vere never selected for honorary position in school Tunetions SsSHchass
ﬁmqrnmmsvowﬁmwmowmosow»m<m5ﬁ0ﬁ3mzm%dopoamsommuosmddmwwoﬁ

-
LT sy v /

-
1

she was cute .or pretty and popular .among the puvils. Obviously ome
L 7" — A
m el
owﬂmnumwnmmoﬁwmusmduo:ﬁwwowamamE%Wmmwﬁmowm.HENMﬁmﬁowH-mm:

\ - » | L4

opportune time to cxggh it. Japanese children usually stood hirth in their

clzass because they studied harcd just as their Pa and Ma toiled hard on
rm. Usually the iay Gueen had been elected from seven schools in

-urn aord the 1'aid of Honor, Tlower girls and psge boy frorm the rest of th:

schools. 7n the spring of 1927 prevaratory meeting was callec. T and
the presicdent Irs. Williams representec our P. T. A. as usuval. Frs, Poole
the head of the School Board took the chair of the meeting. :early
tventy representatives, mostly wvomen, were rresent. Amonz them wac

ir. Uocr«: t+ec editor of the 1lncal ravers who mace & motion that the
- ) -

T —
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smallest eirl from the NMclLean Hich School be invited as a Maid of Honor.

This was vassed unanimously. At the next meeting a letter from the

Hich School vrincipal was read stating that Miss Yayeko Fuiishige 1s the
smallest and cutest of the whole school. Shouts of disapproval and

resentnent were voiced noisilv. For and against of this matter took over

I kept silent listening to the most foolish arguments until a

resolution wes moved and seconded that the High School be asked to

-

select a Maid of Honor by students'! vote in the democratic way. The

chair lady was compelled to 'tske a vote on it. The chair lady hesitatead

because the supporters of this resolution were overwhelming. Her eyes

shone when she saw me quietly take the floor and m@mmw\ocd slowly:

"padam Chairman” (everybody stared at me with cdespising look), YTris zirl

in question is a British Subject by birth; nobody can deny that because

the Canadian Constitution so states clearly. Besides, the Canadian

educ- tional iceals distinctlv forbids racial discrimination. Moreover, our
. A. constitutions particulary mentioned "no distinction calor. o oﬁmmmc

I am afraid you are setting an uncurable and worst example to your ovn

school children directly against your F. T. A. constitution anad

Cenacien educational ideals. Thank you.™ As soon as I sat down, lMadam
Cheirman pounded her desk and declared; "we need no more arguments. I
asl the mover and seconder to withdraw this resolution or I will resign
richt now; also leave the school board. I am ashamed to be giving this
matter such a long discussion.” This dramatic scene ended in hapny
conclusion that the May Day committee accepted Yayeko as formal

ﬂ\w.\.h ..r.L thtﬂ‘shw\ ‘e \N...\.«ﬁt\h«\m .:n-u_n.\b .
ntative from McLean High. This cracked the ice and from that year

i < Rt . S e s N . A e

‘znancse children were elected on the honorary sheet excepting the

Gueen sheet, all over the Fraser Valley, as Mr. Dougan published in detail.

- e g B

i i i
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[ was an executive member of the Hiéney Agriculture Association,
Roard of Trade I learned many things which was happening in the
municivality that we Japanese oucht. to ﬁmwm.Wmﬁd.
The world wide cdepression which started right after the World liar T
st in the fall of 1934. At the monthly meeting of the Board
rade of laple Ridre in November a resclution was unanimously adopted,
um of seven hundred dollars be raised to WWO<M@m Christmas hamper:c
for the distressed families in the municipality.  For thlSSobIccEsdancs
@de , card party, bingo and ‘turky shoot and other games were organized

of the EBoard of Trade. \
f 5 g R

¢

& "

this-all out campaign collected $900,00; a $6.00 hamper being

for 1950 wmawwpmm including some of the Japanese families. To
oert in this chariteble movement,I asked the Nokal executive ©o take
rdising Tund. TN those early days Japanese get together uader the
and paid very little attention to the <wamm® community. They
nated a mampw‘mgocsd to the hamper fund; their excuse was that the
lokai treesury: did not have very much money. HWm% isolated themselves
from the village society and took no interest of the other. T always had
to argue and fight for Japanese participation with the local events, since
we Japanese were a large portion of the municipal body. For an eéxample;
the school population showed that nearly 40% are Japanese children,
costin the municipality #60.00 per capita a year. Average family sends
two children to school; that costs the public %120.00 e anc what

we paid in the form of school tax was a trifle. I kept on arguing about

our responsibility to the society as a whole.

iowever, they began to realize my point of argument, and started

to co-crerate. During 1937 a drought famine swept northern Sasketchewan;
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‘€@ viere arproached by the Reeve and Ministers of the Churches for
cdonation of vegetables. The Nokai presidents of Haney, Hammond and
Whonnock led Japanese Committees and collected 36 tons of potatoes and
carrots besides (354.00 in cash among the community people, white and

T -

Japanese alike. Collected with trucks and loaded in cars at the Maple

o o
?

ridge Co-op warehouse by Japanese labor .which was greatly appreciated
by the sponsor. The local paper gave a big writeup about what Japanese

had done for this occasion,

ides all these anti-oriental movement, I want our rising
1lons to know that their forefathers worked under quite different
mstances Irom the present day. Ve Japanese never had been given any

Government jobs in B. o..oommd. Japanese were banned on many jobs. 1In
common industry;we had to be willing to take the dirtiest and most
hazardous jobs. It was common practice on the part of employers to
two different wage rates in the same job.
lany employers took advantage of the situation. There was a fruit

cannery in Haney where nearly one hundred Japanese women were employed.

They worked by piecework. The rate per dozen was cheaper than the other

canneries. The girls worked so hard that an average girl earned $.4.00

8 day wvhich was a man's wage in those days. The employer thought that he
vas peying too much and cut the rate so that girls make about $3.00 a day.
Girls wanted 4.C0 a day and worked harder than ever like crazy and
averaged -.4.00. The employer cut the rate again but the girls' endurance
bottom and they all voted for a sitdown strike. The girls came to
Tor help. I lost no time calling the lLabor Department who sent
an inspector immediately and settled that the employer will pay the

original & The girls went back to work.
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I had helped the strike leaders as an interpreter and I began to take

particular interest in the labor problems which prompted me to study labor.

-~
!

It also motivated me to translate the Dr. Mver's (an American labor

Vou Know Labor" which was published in Japan in 1948 and

[
) :

conclucdine T shall mention about my earning of the bread and

" bought 1C acres of bushland in Haney, B. C. a~d settled in
L
to start farming. We enjoyed cood wwwom>ﬂmwmd few years as there
were not enough berries on the market. However, during VWorld Var I the
price climbed up to 21¢ per pound and all the berry growers made
which lured people to strawberry farming from all over the coast.
This increased acreage rapidly and berry tonnage year after year SO that
in 1926 Goverrmental survey shows 1969 tons of strawberry anc 2366ritons of
raspberry produced in B. C. and there were 1,50 Japanese farmers owning
1600 acres of land in tle lower mainland (1928 survey). Needless to say
+hat the local narkets can not begin To consume this large tonnage. As
the result unavoidable cut throat competition sterted among growers,
shippers, retailers, as well as wholesalers of berries, HW which we growers,
were always victimized.
Competition is the mother of destruction in this particular case.
In an effort to relieve this situation, several attempts were being
made by the Government to organize the growers in 1925 but failedanpeiflis
Japencse Berry farming originated in Haney as early as 1905, We were the
larsest berry farming community in the Fraser Valley and suffered the most
when markets fell into chaotic condition. I studied agricultural co-

overation in Danish, American and Canadian (later I compiled my study

and published in Japan a book "Co-operative Marketing of Agricultural

Products in Canada and U. S A."-1937) .+« After many yeals of bitter
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experiences witi: m \ont-rrower co-oneration, we finally orpganized
"Caple Tidoe Co-onerauive nxchange” vhich is genulne growers'! own ooumv
in 1927. I was priv ledged to be the ; anaging-Director for 15 years.

Cn the other-hand, anti-orientel Society did not forget to tave
advantage of the situation of the berrv market. They ma<momdma that the
Japenese rrowers ship produce indiscrimately on consignment all over the
prairic markets thus glutting the smwwmd one after another. Unfortunately
it was uwﬁw.mwbom the Javnanese growers knew nothing about what was
happening on the market. This was & very serious matter as it concerns”/
the rockat book of all the berry growers as a whole. The ™nglish £ owvers

-

~n Uezncouver Island who are well organized blamed¢ the Japanese on the

3 -

rairnlencd for breaking the markets a d began planning to check the expansion
Japznesec farmers in B. C. by means of legislature, similar io th £

California, ﬁﬁOWHdeHbm Japanese land ownership anc lease

is 1life and death to the Japanese in B. C. Something must

be done in & hurry ané¢ the only way was to organizs 211 Japanese growers

)
L}
)
:
[}
,
*
_.
}
}
{
,

on t-e mainland; ship berries through the same mmWSﬂ_ﬁwdwn<mboocdmw
Tsland crowers so as to eliminate cut throat competitions. I requested
+he Market Commissioner,Mr. J. A. CGrant to lecture about wh~t Hm.
happening on the praixie markets. Mr. Grant and Fr. R. G. 1.. Clarke ﬂwm
Chie: Tederal Fruit Inspector spent many & day vwith me to attend mmvammw
meetirgs throuchout Fraser Vallev. I interpreted and urged then to come
under control. I spent all winter months to organize not only North
Fraszr -ut South side. e o&mmuwwmm locel co-op f{irst and tien federation
of the loczls to ship all produce through one channel so that one agent
can control whole sihipments on the local ancd prairie markets. This took
10 years?! cI tinie ard a lot of patience ané energy. HOwWever this co-overa-

ﬂw<mmWMOWUmm<mamdwmidmdﬂw Mbmﬁ%dw%mwoaw;wu msamm<madwmmm@mbmmm
4 " 7 e ’ v o L - ; f p O
« o ", -— lV\ -4 -
farring right -in B. C. politieal v,
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T. UMEZUKI (The New Canadian)

479 QUEEN STREET WEST
TORONTO 2-B. ONT.. CANADA
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