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Ve the Canadien-born women of Japanese origin kave now
forﬂed & group to help our menfolk who are supporters or members of the
isei Mass Evacuation Group. We have united believing in their ideels
ard true principles, that as Canadians we have given up neerly all our

material posses 51ons and civil rights and as Canedians we sheall fight

for the safety and unity of our families,

Ve Believe:

Thet as women it is our duty to stand side by side with
our menfolk,

That it is up to us to strengthen their stand end further

=1 " & o 1% Tnea Tyye 1 W 1 j 1A 3 1 117
the efforts of the Mass Evacuation Group knowing that it will be to our
mutucl adventege,

That we, too, should have the courage to demand our
ghts, for the unity of our femilies and our children, our

m

Cnat we cannot and will not evacuate from the restricted
crea without knowing for certain that the future of our families will
be safe beyond doubt,

1t 1f the time should ever come we should carry on till
the end, the true ideal and honest principles of the Mass Evacuation
Group corrying on with their work, negotiations with authorities helping
in relief and general welfore of destituto families.

—

le have seen our fathers, husbands ond brothers give up
11 materinl possessions, the efforts of a lifetime of sweat and self-
enial, We have seen families upon families become separated, bringing
grief and tragedies to innumerable homes, menfolk sent to road camps
and 1r+<rn:'nt nurhaps for meny yeers of anxiety and physical and
mentel suffering Aged men, women and children have been sent to ghost
towns, a ullaoid ted place of an uncertain future where even now the
food problem is causing grave concern, a place unfit %o bring up our
children in its present condition.

!"3

D,

Let us stand united and show the world that we women also
have the courage to fight for a righteous cause and that we are willing
to sacrifice whatever may be necessary for such cause.

S0 we ask you to support us in our movement confident
that Brlt ish fair pley and fjustice which is the foundation of the
British Empire will ultimately pgrant us our one humble and humen
request the present and future safety and unity of our families,
which is surely a small price compared to our big sacrifices.,

NISEI MASS EVACUATION WOMENS' GROUP,
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'o The Nisei:
In our open letter to Nisei dated April 17th regarding Evacua-
tion Problem, we stated in the 2ta paragranhs
"The answer is that are by law Jeoenese Netionels and we
lave to do what we esre told and go wher: we are sent.”
The New Cenadie ln th2ir issue of April 12th stated:
Mr. Thomson adiitted that he h: DOV pDeen vold that the
second generstion wer Japenese Netlionuzls."
The Statement coatinues to sav:
"obut only that as far as evacuation vent, the rcgulations
must b2 obeyed Dby everyone, nationals, naturalized or Canadian-
porn alike."
We now wake the following statenments:
It is understood thst all Canedien born ar: in theory Canadianss
Since this is understood, therefore we are not and were not
discussing this thuory.
T A . 0

we are and were concerncd with and only with the

a ’roblem in rcletion to and as applicd to the Persons
panese Origin in the Protected 28

ne conclusion is that elthough we arc in theory Canadians but
1ln practicc we arc es Jeponcsc and we are at this moment con-
c:rncd not with theory but with and 0.ily with practicc.

'
o

<
o -
4o O o
Do

ct 3

'_‘
O
|

—H O (5
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The New Cenedien of April 21 statcs thet it nas bceorc "..the
nedium for officiel announe:omonts by the Co.mission." The veper
proresscd to b2 the voiec of the szcond g:noretvion now scoon
have bocome also th: voic. of the S:curity Commission. It also
announc:s that th: paner will be distributcd froe of char
The addr:ssce, l'rs. Madokoro confirms the reoceipt of the
following t.l:grem:

Sochrigber, -Ont. April 21.
LE5TTIR RECEIVED 20TH HOW IS TAKASHI WIRE RIPLY IMMEDIATELY STOP

I'Li.L HARUO KIMOTO WIRE IMFORIIATION YUUR SIDE STOP Y.USTEADAY

- -

B C SICURITY COMMISSION POSTEZD ORDER AND REGULLTION tluRE 3Y WHICH

TAYLOR BROKZ HIS WORD OF {ONOR TO US oTOP ACCORVINGLY w.l HAVE
PROTZSTID TO HII: BY WIRE THURSDAY DuibD LI FOR RiPLYy 17 NOT
SATISFACTORY YOU CAN SI3Z TuD CONSSULNCES STOP wWziTidii TOU HOT

Y. Madokcro

Wic hav. ¢lways stated that we arc going to continu: all efforts

CO g¢U what

Z T we foel arc our rights. Ve heve one and only one
and 4hd thet is "Mcss BEvecurtion in Fouily Grouwns./ Ve want
i To know thut we erc continuicg our r:lentlcess negotiation,

NISEL i35 LZVACUATION GHOUP
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April 25th, 1942

Yesterday, 103 Cancdians of Joponese origin went into
internment camp opposing to the last for an ideal, for
humanity and for you, To~-day, 66 Canadian boys in wihose
veins run the blood of a proud people have given themselves
up for voluntary internment as a protest egainst the Comilssion's
refusal of our plan for mass evacuation in family groups.
They have sacrificed themselves for the weak, women and children,
and the ageds Give them credit for their daringi, Take your
hats off to what they have in their hearts{ Be not ashamed
of your tears if you weep for them} They decserve it all,
FLASH

We have just had word that Mr, Taylor of the Security
Commission has gone to inteorview the boys at the Imuyigretion
Building, According to statement made by him the boys have
been refused detention, No definite rcason was given to them

for refusal,

FLASH

Thevboys are sitting down et the Tmmigration Building
until they have furtcher word from,the Security Comalssion and

the latest news is that they have forced their way in for an

intervicw,

GROUP

NISCL MASS EVACUATION
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To Nisei:

We all have Dbeen bitterly aware i W09 14vins fonGi-
tions Jreveiling in the Hasiinss sl Maon . PoOLe LNdS
morning & concrete evidence ¢l 511, - 34 %3.0ns pbecéme WY
doubtedly ayp&rﬂht. mhe inmetes coulo net ctana the 2000
any longer and went on hung r-strike 8 @ proteste.

T™a investigation dicclosed amongst other thing&s:
1. Insufficient quantity of foode
o, Iiproper guality of fooda

1+t further adis cl osed:
1 the so-called
not fulfilling
enougie

ally

ther res;onaibilitios.

tributions
g smal

offorad theme

1. The Security Commission
Jopenese lalson committees ar
the resfonsibilitiﬁs.&oriou:;y

o, They &re not properly &nd cystematlc
organized to carIy out ©

%z  Private enterprises for fooed dis

are &lloweds This only benefils

minority of the inmetec vho cull
T"he ebove mentioned state of pffoars only one exaemple
wheet we are uy against ond coriously soncorn~d with.

other reusonc is why we simply muct i

1 PAMITY GROUES.

1S

of
Thic to-gether with
insist on our demend for MASS T ACUATION 14
reged us to

secen whet those rrople who encou
lecving our fomilies in thair olYe, &I
to our frmilies when ¢ 1f we g0 by cur-

ia c¢ll have

20 t’ W - }! apy O

= Rad J ve I'IC G(.r-..l‘f...-
n

and might do nd

now con we ledve cur somilios® Krowing
cur dem:nd 2or mb.es pvact tion

Knowing this
h ~ diccontinue

oy 4 CVATIC i GRCUP

Pe.Se

hove been &WLIC the.t gombling hu§ii{"$3_b°0ﬂ
allowed in the Menning Pocola our investigution disclosed
that &8 & recult of such gombling, ook cLlldr“n ure
imitcting ,und womel cnd children &Ire srecdy suiierings
Why do these people WO cleim tc be ﬁﬁPQnﬂlbl“ for the
inmc.tes ! weliare sontinue to wllow geablings

| [ P
AW

RTMEMBTR

1.. 0ur source islftqppﬂd.

2. It has ctopped i;réginubl}ﬂlfc {“rlcdi\
og Will undoubtedly sulier

3. Wom20 end childr : .
with loss of le moniee DY gemblings

of incon

mexn &
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April 29th, 1942

Jou ow that we are Canadians, and as
. ans we have given up reazrly all our rights and propert
practlically everything that we ever had in our lifetime. There-
are ng as a smell return for our huge sacr ce
request--mass. evacuation in family
ever place Canada orders with our fathe
hildren, and sisters and brothers, to 1i
S

B oo HgQ F)
) ) ! ) S
]
o
- b
- o

(D
.’J
3
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| (V)
Ccr :-3
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0
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o

o

-

J
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E wit em and care for them and help them when need arises.

f { Ll us sgain emphasize this point that we are Canadians and as
Canacians we must work towards the one common cause that is in
the hearts of evervone. : ust not =2ven for a moment stray
LT'Cil. our objective, or cdo anything that may be harmful to our
cause, and must not at any time do anvthing contrarv to our
C dizn ideals. Please remember that internn.nt is definitel 3
nct our objective. Our gcel is mass evscuation in family .roups.

A number of our friends totaling 66 have voluntarili
: allcwed themselves to be detsined in protest regardins the
, mennes ot evecuation concducted by the suthorities. Heretorfore
ver one hundred have been interned upholding the very same
I - ¥ x

- s e
willins to face the same

Until now the menfolks cf somc families who ar<¢ backing .
=yl s , o e piey R TR L - Ll S T e
Jr ovement heve bezn interned ar det-ined in the Immigration

v 1lding snd the dependernts sre signine un for evecuation te
different points. At this time, we récuirc co-opcration f£rol
everyone ineluding women and children for the safety of tha
future of 211 conciérncdes wé 2sk 21l of vou wWomen o Ththks
azain end withold jour evacuation and tc unitc. to-gethér co-
opcratrs with us towarde tiec common cause belicving that veu
ecl as we do and that vou went to shar. in our sufferincs and

L C
o ~ 3 : - Y- ' ~ ot . r -~ g i e - = - “r p -
10 GUP-VWOPRL - LHLOWATAS Ui ! oS cVaAcuatlion 1n m»ITL_;lu ;_,I’ OU'{)SO

Y
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k-]
@)
O ¥
e
al
O
t
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l

: m d s Lo« INRTHG i
to-geth.r with one thought=--cne for all ancé all for onel

|
(RO ————— J

CEJaCTIVi: MASS EVACUATICN IN FANILY GRCUPS
kvecuation to a2 designeted place in FAMILY UNMITS en
messes The place must be self-sustaining. The
whole project »nd our welfare to be under the rcg-

' 5 o
ponsibility of the¢ government for thté duration.
NISwI VASS BVACUATICN GROUP
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To all those concerned
anything of the sort. Let it be al
we have in our mind is a simple plan 1
realization of this plan we will not

The following letter was sent to the three
Committees, Without saying as to who isg
went to the work camps did so
It is very regrettable that th
did not explain to them the full contents and mea

news in Japanese and al
instance, in their issue of X
BOARD IN GHOST TOWNS

-

working against the intere

In spite of their opin
Japanese people are most unde

stands for, Japanese wom
with us,

May Sth, 1942,
TO ALL CONCERNED:
The Japanese People now definit

definite plan of evacuation, This pPlan having been fo
able basis, hes three main points: 1
z

OS¢ Government supply of housi

ely understand that we stand for one and only one

unded on a most human and reason-
- Mass evacuation, 2, Maintain family unity.

ng, food, medical care end children's education,

our stand that alth
ssibly agree to the

We wish to reiterate
orders, we cannot po
femilies,

We are extremely disappointed in th
have carried out in their so-
are also disappointed in
call themselves "The Voi

€ ways that the three recognized Japanese committees
called campaign to be useful to the Japanese people., We

the recent change of policy of the New Canadien which still

ce of the Second Generation", They have avoided giving certain
so have phrased cortain news in n misunderstanding menner, For

English only FAMILIES MUST PAY OWN

our group as nothing but agitators,

Moy 2nd, they stated in
+ They went so far as to brand

st of the Japenese people,

ion regarding us, we kmow
rstanding and COo=-0p
en also have organized

for fact that the majority of the
erative with our group end what it
themselves to support and co-operate

it must be clearly kmown that we definitel

Y are not agitators or
50 known that we do not en

courage internment, All

emily Group and towards the
hesitate for one moment to do our utmost,

****:r:’:**y:**-k-'/*é::q;*
recognized and one unrecognized Japanese

responsible it is a fact that the people who
with a great misunderstanding regarding the regulations,

e New Canadian, the official mouth-piece of the Commi ssion,

ning of PC1271 and PC1348., The letter
follows: -
L. ' Dur reason for request for wage increase or froe fupnly of HGCGSSitieS_ oA ATy
Working 25 days a month our income is $ 50,00
Subtract: Board $22,50
Medical Fee 1.00
Unemployment Insurence .88 24,38
NET 25462
Subtract for family

Ze

Se

4,

opinion *that they are doing so,
those people under their control

Amount left

20,00
If we lay off a few d

for clothing and incidentals
ays we will be in debt,

Re Workmen's Compensation:

A« Person injured on March 10th has reeeived nothing yet,

Be Do we come under Alberta Compensation Board? TIf 0, we do not
know their regulations,

C. Do we come under Compensation Act?

If not, we cammot do such
hazardous work, If so

» Why do we have to pay medical fee,
When leaving Vancouver we were told that we will be pa
Not only is this promise not carried out but also our
off even a day on account of accident

Our families do not tell us that they received $20,00 per month subtracted from
our wages., We received our share of March wages on April 9th.

id even if we cannot work,
pay 1s reduced when wo lay

Decoigne Work No, 2 Camp

Members 90 people
¥ Kk K ok sk Kk X

ie interned people., It is our
to obtain the peoplets goodwill and then Jjust have
- We urge all those co

neerned, to fully consider the
entire story before they do anything definite,

Nisei Mass Evacuation Group

P
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_ - 2 TR i o se facts:-
you evacuate to Greenwood, Kaslo, Slocan or Sendon, knowing thes

(] m

we must bring to yqur attention a fact --
vaolatlor in Family Groups ONLY for the Rich"
JiDﬂ“_ se Committees, accrntcd by the ooourlties
vith thanks by some well-to-de people,

wnrwx*'rL“13 one hundred well-to-do families are sacrificing US for
personal safety, pl@% are evacuating for the duration to live at a
riches, THINK N seis, ‘"}711r men, women, children will be
eet fj ﬂld" iﬁr t“01r bread md butLLr while many of our
to give up part of their lives, 1111]0 tbousqnds of
én up to ceuse suffering and hards hip, while our very
) on a balance, THEY, the men who can aiibr it, will be
whiling away their time for the duration at some nice Interior resort, secluded
from the wordly troubles,

e I{ any who are ﬁvacudtlhg in such a manner should read this, we ask
fould you forget those in whose veins run the same blood as yours?"
ety and comfort while THEY suffer, mentally and
eparated, without even the bare necessities?"

these trying times, mustn't we suspend all distinections between
classes such as capital and labour, educated and uneducated, rich and poor?
if butter is rablo“nd to one pound, all, no matter whether one
or not, will be satisfied with one round Yet, it seems that olass
is allowed in this small corner of Canada. We thought it necessary
; tThe above matter to your attention so you ean judge and decide whether
ters. should be gllowed to pass without oomment,

The responsible committees have of'ten told us thet they are working
for the good of the Japsnese Co munity as a whole, ow t}03 have secured for
woalthy a plan of "Mass Evacuation in “a"ﬂly Units O'I for the Rich", 1Is it
possible that they are not sincere? Is it possible thet they are not working
for the good of all? and is it possible that they have no intention of ful-
filling their responsibili ity?

Fellow Niseis & We have no recognized committees supporting us. Then,
we must unite and champion eur own causes, We will not buy our objeotive with
money, but we will win it with what we have in our hearts, the sincere will +to

fight for our humen right.

EVACUATION GROUP

(husbands and wives, IATNETrS &IU MUULULID; DLwvvew weew —o - -

safe from separation and future unheppiness. we heve morc chonce of evacuating in
T.'Oth(_,rs &Ild ‘.‘ri-‘ros’ havo hop(;, fOI’ tOd:’{y e neve - -

family groups than we have ever had before. NISET MASS EVACUATION GROUP
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1o Mothers and Wives:-

Would you evacuate to Greenwood, Kaslo, Slocan or Sendon, knowing these facts:-

- ' ~ i m PP T o

CAT9 u .y

P

# A&

.

TO OUR FRIENDS:-

O Il 2

At a home of a voune ni<ed h 3 : : :
this conversation tool H{ coroSes. Woman whose husband is now working near Schrieber
nve ~10n Took place recently

-~ the nemes only are fictitious.

n 1
b

”2;5?d622£;kJ§?nHE{H?Efbi§fef§r3t+:oceiveg ﬁot;ce ordeii?; him to leave ;‘orr
pen to my little baby and ms. How f“?wpartigb,f"ft FOo henpen g ity
i il A ;mQét ;v.np;p“ %OL¥ wiu‘_+;i be u?fore I would be able to
became resigned to gv\fatocmrd 6: g vehu0§u;h?iqaﬁ?%np ) knﬁ? B
baby and y;trsclf h;*d 'Ea;é r1ack s :y uoyt:&wnhld e m? TEESRRG SR
will pray for your sn%ctl u:t{{ w:m;ugzcgpﬁ?%er“ih #pﬂﬂnd oE F wnrry abou?
thought and thought -- was it el fér“ﬂjﬁkfo ;Pf¢h; Tfem eft' and since then I ?ave
ver let him leave for I know ;g{,tﬁﬁt E6-owo -:?vz‘ ‘;‘"fi ﬁf#e hGT? ke i
cll the rest of the ni otan ‘ir t“n' fvit ?fiih:k f”{L‘ Tv Zaby ang il
hat 3£ he oould ocome baok he would never move fern peg o uoeEOCRSIEESEEENE
im and all othe o niwﬁ:6~oi m;40+ bk Ly oL e oou.Ld ‘Hase
sone. rey pLeels were allowed to do the same. I pray nightly that there

1=

_ Miyoko sa?:-.I know how you feel Toshiko San, for my husband is detained in
Hmilgration Building, and I am proud of him and glad that if he is interned
ifin;i{iz12;§g§hzch:;SG;:Jf;fiuﬁfizFoffﬁFin% L?cﬁ??i this kncw%ng thu? it w$s
et they will 1ot move ons. sip frn hab i
them. I hope that somo day soon we Wil all be. able b mreesetn e o Lacher
1 1 h some day m we will all be able to evacuate with our familics.

le mow that such conversationsof a similer nature are held at a number of
isei homes,

Dey by day our supporters are inereasing and it is our belief that we have
Bl s = S S A - o - I ¥ : : ) : v
today a very large majority of followers of Mass Evacuation in Family Group movement,
loday we believe that we have more checnece than we have ever had before of reaching our
; 3 o
objective,

men come back from road camps to go to beet fields not knowing nor
fate holds for them at such places, hardships, privation, and uncertain
We feel it is because they do not want to be separated from their families
r what the consequences may be,

Those of you women and children who may be legving for ghost towns, have you
thought and investigated the difficulties and troubles you may have to meet there ==
far from source of food and necessities of life., Think of what hoppened in Hastings
Park -- the heart of Vancouver, o ploce comparatively near to safety than Greenwood,
Kaslo or Slocon, Even in Hastings Park the people had to protost and strike because
of cctual shortage of foods in the cook house and the quality and quantity served
s men were evacuated first and families later, Why are families being
co-erced into evecueting to ghost towns while the men are left behind? Is it because
they canmnot move the men? Is it because if thoy evacuate the women they will be

taxing our reason away for Mess Evacuation in family groups?

them. Before

We need every single man, women and ochild to support and help us and succeed
in winning through to our objective. Knowing these facts, how can anyone be so
irrosponsiblce and unfeeling as to evacuate to "Beet Fields", to "Ghost Towns" end o
"a place for the wealthy" and forget that we are all of a same race of people. In
conclusion we ask you to again oonsider and join hands and do your utmost for & ocause
that is beneficial to all,

NISEI MASS EVACUATION GROUP

(husbands and wives, fathers and mothers, sisters and DrotTners, uuu uil yvws wese—-—-

safe from separation and future unheppiness.
Mothers and wives, have hope, for today we

femily groups than we have ever had before.

heve more chance of evacuating in

NISEI MASS EVACUATION GROUP
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To Mothers and Wives: -

Would v , At - o
ould you evacuate to Greenwood, Kaslo, Slocan or Sendon, kmowing these facts:-

1 ™ FPAami13 o e . s .
\Ti*t(n)t--t: t&ullltu uwpon femilies who have alreedy evacuated to Ghost Towns have
N - ] il - r - b
: en 1o thelr friends in Vancouver telling them NOT to come, NOT to make the same
mistake they made,
(2) That they are living and sleeping in poor and crowded living 4 :
times of 8 persons t : gy e A £ s G AENORE ! A
S © persons to a small room about 9 x 12 feet,
},Llnat a icnslderanLe number of accommodations are worse than the most
dated and tumbledown tenament houses in Vancouver.
mus o1l nod nanl 4 . 1 \ s P 1
‘:2‘? T“t and pack fuel from the swrounding countryside for firewood.
cost of living is higher in Ghost Town then in Vancouver.
a vy ohe . . . i
amount of relief is lower in Ghost Towns than in Vancouver, if and when

eh

e

|-}
)
J

T E Y v o It ) . 1 i { ]
\C one perticular place becomes snowbound in the winter, without transpor-
from the source of food, |

.
r
. AJY S~ e~
A~ g ’

oy : RSN ey . -
This is one of the many letters received from Ghost Town,

We arrived in Greenwood about 1:30 p.m. on Fridav safelx . wente write
earlier but we were so busy settling dowﬁ.tﬁrt T Zoi?g Tfftii; ng*-rﬁif E:fd;%ﬁc
homesick and I wish I was back homtdawhin We ore c%ﬂ:' o nt“ n“.'-* 3 %. cRar

_ g 2 - . e are staying at the big hotel and the
place isn't too bad. Vhat moke me sick is that we have to cook individually and
only two stoves to about twenty families on our floor and only one sink and
lo bath yet, ;
asx lMrse - i he got that electric stove - you know those small
out it on the le? she has one could you ask her to lend it to us
as soon as possible, .
he food problem goes, they tell us we are going to get money and buy
the groceries are twice as high than they are in Vancouver. The
7 the bread 9¢ which of course is worse than W Bekery,
egetables are high too and you don't see any cakes up here, Ever since we came here
1t's been raining like anything., We still heven't got the money for the food so I
told Father sbout it, He says you'!ll get it don't worry, yesd but what about the
people that came before us, they haven't got it yete I don't see why they chese us
in such a hurry when everything isn't in ready. You can't even cook in peace with so
many people waiting for the stove,

I hope things would turn out better then it is now or I'!ll have to do something
before it's too late,

How is your family and is everybody alright? Are you people going anywhere soon?
Please give my best regards to your mom and Mrs - - - and you will ask her about the
stove won't you. We need it badly. We had one but we thought we won't be needing it
so we sold it to the junk man before we ceme here, Till I hear from you again.

Good=-bye,

We ask you "Isn't the lives of your children dear to you. Aren't you worried
about their future, safety and welfare? They will not live like humans, and such
experience will be sure to harm them physically and mentally. Mothers, think again

and stay with us and fight for your children who must be dear to you."

Chadld o

- . - . - - - . . - -
- . - - . . . .

le have often been asked by the women, "Which is the best step to take for our

future safety and benefit,"

(a) To evacuate peacefully to Ghost Towns following orders of the Security
Commissione

(b) To stay and fight for Mass Evacuation in Family Groups.

We will answer you:=-

If you evaocuate to Ghost Towns some of you will live on the money you will get
from your menfolks in road cemps, Some will probably get relief and some will live on
their savingse.

If you stay and fight the same thing applies, some of you will live on the money
rou will ret from vour men folks in road cemps. Some will receive relief and some will
live on their saviﬁgs -- but, by staying and fighting there is a big ochance of winning
our objective and taking a selfish point of view you have everything to gain and '
nothing to lose by backing the policy of the Nisei Mass Evacuation Group. Even Hasting:
Park is much safer snd better for vou and your children than Ghost Towns.

Mothers snd wives and sisters, stay with us and give us strength till we win what
we have in our heart so that when we evacuate we
(husbands and wives, fathers end mothers, sisters and brothers, and all your children)
safe from separation and future unheppiness. .

Mothers and wives, have hope, for today we have morc chanoce of evacuating 1in

family groups than we have ever had before.
NISEI MASS EVACUATION GROUP

shall all go together in femily groups,
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May 27th, 1942,

: Fellow members of the Japanese community, we bring to you a report of our
gcgotlatign with the authorities concerning our bl&n of Mass Evacuation in Familvy
“I'Oups and our present and future safety and family unity. We have done and will
ﬁo everything in our power in furthering our efforts towards our true ideal and
nhonest principle; firmly believing that eventually the authorities will see our stand
point and grant us our human request, :

Our interviews with the Se
plan unless, according

curity Commission resulted in a flat refusal of

P

conclusion th
1

to them, they are ordered otherwise by Ottawa. Coming to
at further negotiations with the Commission was useless, we sent a local
~=known barrister to Ottawa to take the matter up with the proper authorities.
After days of interviews with prominent men, we found that we had a majority fevouring
our plan, Individually, they seem symphathetic towards our unfortunate position, ‘
The plan of the Nisei Mass Evacuation Group was finallv presented to the Minister of
Labor and his associates for consideration. ur
ment, we were given a flat refusal.

2 The Minister of Labour advised us that the
Security Commission had ful

1 responsibility and that unless

< R, (A S e indian it il | ; ss they Fthg S?curity pom_
nLsclon) so advised them, Ottawa would not consider the matter. Believing further
efforts useless for the time being, our lawyer came back. We again contacted the
Security Commission and received nothing thet indiceated their chenge of plan--but if

we take a united stand they will
however two prominent men from British Columbia have gone to Ottawe and to them we
heve told the unfortuneste position that we are in to-dey and of our plan of Mass
Evacuation in Family Groups, They seemed symphathetic towards us and we were assured
that they would take the matter up with the authorities,

We are continuing our negotiation and doing everything within our power and
means to see the success of our plans. Meanwhile we 1
u

@

must keep united for you cammot

evaocuate knowing that there is no authoritv whatever responsible for your future wel-
fare if you voluntarily evacuate out of the restricted area, Therefore, we ask you
to "CANBARU" until the authorities take full responsibility of all evacuees and their
welfare, Sl o ¥

A question we have often been asked is "Which is most beneficial or gainful”,
(a) To evacuate peacefully under the orders of the B, C. Security Commission
present evacuating system,
(b) To unite end fight for Msss Eveucation in Femily Groups, taking a

chance of facing possible intermment.,

We will answer you., Supposing you went to Schrieber or other cemps, your
dependents can, if they want, go to Hastines Park or to Ghost Towns and you support
them to the best of your ability with possible Government aid., Now supposing you were
interned protesting egainst family separation your femily can if they choose still g0
to Hastings “Park or to Ghost Town and the Government supports them. But by protesting
there is a big chance of winning our objective and teking a selfish point of view you
have nothing to lose and everything to gain by backing the policy of the Nisei Mass
Evacuation Group,

However spesking as man to man. No people and no country will be proud of a
group of men who camnot fight for their families, who cannot fight for their freedom
and right, who would let their families be taken from them and sent to a place where
he cannot be sure that they will be safe from starvation and privation. We believe
that a man who has not the mind nor the guts to fight for "the right of man" will not
be welcomed a subject of any country,

NISEI MASS EVACUATION GROUP,

Much to our surprise after such encourage-

eventually see our side of the question. Fortunately,
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