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IHE HISTORY OF JAPANESE FARMING IN BRITISH COLUMBIA,

The bloody riot of anti-orientals flared up in Vancouver's
Chinatown and Powell Street in 1907, Also, the Canadian Pacific
Railway shop strikers blamed the Japanese as scabs. The wave of
anti-oriental movement became contagious from California to
British Columbia.

This situation caused much concern among the leaders of the
Japanese community in Vancouver, B.C. Previous to this incident,
one JIRO INOUYE, a university graduate, bought 20 acres of land
in Haney for his permanent home in 1906, even though he knew
nothing about farming except through books, He purchased a horse
for $100,00 from a neighbor and turned it out to the field, The
horse took a roll for back scratching and poor Mr.Inouye thought

that the horse was about to die, so he rushed to his neighbor to

: b 2 _ HEARTY
get his money back. The incident ended with g==l laughter.

Mr.Inouye wrote column after column in the Japanese newspaper
suggesting that Japanese common laborers should be encouraged to
settle on the land instead of being floating laborers, since the
Japanese love the soil, are industrious and since strawberry
growing is a highly profitable industry iﬁ B.Cs

His newspaper write-ups lured many land settlers. However most
of them had no money with which to purchase land, so they leased
five acres of rough land on condition that the leasee was to clear
the whole five acres within seven years, during which time he could
plant strawberries free of rent.

An acre of rough land could be bought for $50 with one quarter down

payment and the balance spread over four years with 6% interest.
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The settlers soon found out that it was better to work outside and
save enough money for the down payment on the land and start off

as land owners, NJEEdb:; : memy a,(Ze?Iue .&e;ﬁt‘f‘uy’w{-"“’d%@

[hus, the land owner farmer increased year after year in Maple
Ridge district as well as in other Fraser Valley points such as
Mission, Surrey, Steveston and Langley.

As early as 1912, there were over 50 Japanese settlers in the
Maple Ridge district alone, During the first World War, the prices
of strawberries took a jump from 5¢ a pound to 21¢ a pound. Since
the growers could sell any quantity of strawberry by cash every day,
they made a pile of money. This proved to be a very effective:
advertisement for strawberry farming as proved by the fact that
many people sold their business in the city or sold their fishing
boat, to become land owners in the Fraser Valley.

When the war ended, the jam manufacturers held large stocks of
high priced jam. As a result, the berry growers could not sell
berries for jamming the next year even at 3¢ a pound. Friends and
neighbors tired of eating free berries and so the crateg'market
was cheap accordingly. .

The Japanese are a soil loving people. Once settled on a farm,

they never want to move even if they have to pay a high rate of

mortgage interest., On the other hand, the land owners were given

special consideration in calling relatives or friends from Japan

. as farm hands within the immigration quota in those days.
Most of
these immigrants themselves became land settlers after two or
three years of apprenticeship. According to the Provincial survey

made in 1928, the total number of Japanese growers in the Fraser
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Valley was 450 with 1297 acres devoted to strawberries and only 303
acres allotted to raspberryes, The same survey revealed that there

were at the same time 933 white growers with 579 acres of strawberry

and 695 acres of raspberry., It is amazing to examine these figures,

While the white growers were more than double in number to the Japanese
their acreage was much smaller than that of the Japanese, Another
interesting point is that the white growers grew more raspberry than
strawberry while the Japanese had four times as many acres in
strawberries as raspberries. The obvious reason for this was that

in cultivating strawberries, a great deal of bending was necessary

and the Japanese persevered in this backj;aching task.

CO-OPERATTION

The home market for strawberries and raspberries!;:?very small and
cannot begin to consume the large tonnage (1969 tons of strawberries
and 2366 tons of raspberries) grown on Vancouver Island and the
mainland. (1926 departmental survey)

As a result, an unavoidable cut throat competition started among
the growers, shippers and wholesalers in which tgf'growers were
always the victim.

In 1925, an effort was made to organize all the lower mainland
growers into the B.C.Berry Growers Co-Op Association to solve the
chaotic condition in the berry industry. A majority of the growers
signed a five year iron clad contract. It was unfortunate that the
highly salaried officials of this newly organized co-op had not
enouch business experience tO handle such a big enterprise. For

instance, the co-op had 400 tofls of strawberries packed with sugar

in wooden barrels in New Westminster. At a time when the market was
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very slow, a U.S. firm made an offer to purchase all the berries

T
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at 8 cents per pound. However the co-op officials refused on the
grounds that it cost 9 cents a pound to grow the berries, according to
an university professor of economics. In the meantime, the jam

market took a slump and the ber¥ies could not be sold until three years
later, when the grower was paid one cent a pound after deductions for
storage and barrels, This association went out of existence in 1928
and the berry industry again returned to its chaotic condition,

Uncontrolled consignment shipment poured into the prairie market
which upset the price in no tlme. Farmers had to pay express charges

beconse, hio Borries did nol ealipe amey
to the C.P.R, te—have~$he;n—beff&ee—sthpedcﬁo‘t e 1nc1nerator.

In 1928, the Maple Kidge Co-op was organized in Haney and the Pacific
Union was organized in Mission City, by the growers themselves after
their hard? xperiences, The majority of the members of the co-op were
Japanese, Strenuous efforts were made to organize small districts on
both sides of the Fraser River, The Vancouver Island growers had
been well organized by then and were slipping their berries by
carloads to the Prairie markets, where the Lower Mainland growers
used to ship by C.P. espress on consignment,

Japanese leaders with governmental assistance spent the winter months

of 1938 organizing the unorganized district into a shipping
Federation which was called the B.C.Coast Berry Shippers' Federation.

e e T e
This Federation appointed the Canadian Fruit Distriibutors Ltd: as the

sole distributing agent for B.C. berries. Through this Shippers'

a4 2»
Federation, all shipments of carload lot and’ngglthan carload lots

were distributed through one channel thus eliminating all cut throat

competition,
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On the other hand, the jam market was still under the mercy of
the manufacturers. The jam market was a"buyer's-market" as there
was no other outlet, Much credit is due to the Maple Ridge Co-op
of Eaney which pioneered in exporting jam berry to England, packed
in sulphur dioxide solution in wooden barrels, In the 1934 season,
Maple Ridge Co-op ventured to ship 50 long tons of jam
Strawberries packed in sulphur dioxide, payment subject to
inspection on arrival, This was a big gamble in the life or death

struggle of a grower owned CO=-0D,

Fortunately, the berries arrived in good condition in England,

From 1935 onwards,)a%% surplus B.C, berries were shipped to

2000

< gmmz%
England/and the B.C, growers were ina position to name their

price on jam berries for the first time, Nearly 2000 toms of
p 2

$hsrberries, and other fruits were exported yearly until 1941,

Here is a survey of Japanese farmers on the Lower Mainland taken

in 1940, Total population 3068 on 561 farms, Total land owned

8806 acres, Total land leased 514 gcres.

Total acreage cultivated by Japanese in Fraser Valley shows

5226 gcres of which:

Berries 24,19 acres.

Rhubarb 2L) acres
Esparagus 162 acres
Vegetables 517 acres
Hops 5/, acres
Chicken,hay, pasture,
green house 1729 mcres
5226 acres
Mumber of chickens 100,055
Number of greenhouses 62

Well overone and a half million dollars industry was carried on
by the Japanese,
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