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FOLITICAL LAiIFOLT
MID-MAKCH to MID=-AIRIL
1. FEDERAL FOLITICS
l. Parliament,

The sixth session of Ferlisment opened on 19th March
and closed on the 16th april. The Speech from the Throne was a
record for brevity., The principal proceedings were the voting of
suprlies for the period up to the opening of the new Parliament

and the debating of a resolution endorsing Cenadian participation
in the San Francisco Conference.

2o o8N Francisco Debate

The Irime Minister's resolution approving in generael
the purposes and principles set forth in the Dumbarton Oaks proposals
was rassed by the House of Commons on the 28th March with a vote of
<02 to 5. The five opposing votes were from Independent members
from wuebec carrying little weight and it may be noted that they

received no suprort from the Bloc Fopulaire members, who voted for
the resolution,

Differences of opinion which emerged in the course of
the debate were mainly concerned with the question of Canada's status
as a member of the Commonwealth end of her rights and responsibilities
in international affairs; the views of the main Opposition parties

on the substance of the Dumbarton Oaks proposals showed little
divergence from the Government.

In opening the debate the Frime Minister stressed two
main points in the Canadian Government's attitude; first, that the
method of selection to the Council should have due regard for the
power and the responsibilities of secondary stetes; and, secondly,
that gtates not represented on the Council should not be called upon
to take action without either an opportunity of participetion in the
Council's proceedings or specific apreement to cooperate in implement-
ing the Louncil's decisionsi With regard to the Yalta decision on
voting, the rrime Minister seid that it represented an achievement
of substantial unity which it vould be foolish to reject outright,
but that there was reason to keep an open mind on the point. He also

emphasized that Caneda would not be committed to eny cherter without
the aprroval of Parliament.

AS regards Canada's voice in international affairs,
Government sprokesmen took the line thet, without prejudice to her
close association with the other members of the British Commonwealth,
her position as a "middle power™ should be recognized and that the
Commonwealth should not be treated as a political entity. Ghallenging
this stand, Conservative members accused the Irime Minister of con-

tracting out of the Commonwealth, and of weakening the prosition of
Canada/




other compeni s, such ¢s the Ceredien lacific hailwey, should

be re-examined, alleging thet therc hed been "meledministretion

of Sasketéhewan resouices" by the Dominion Government. The issue
nes been rreviously raised on severel occesions end & koyal
Commission on National kesources recommended thet the Dominion
Government should pay the Sesketchewen Government 5 million in

full settlement. This wes not however, accepted by the Sasketchewen
Government. The Hudson's Bey Company hes so fer made no comment

on the Minister's stetement.

A bill introduccd by the C.C.,F. Government to estzblish
Urown companies to teke over and operste "lends and works™ wes
aprroved by the Saesketchewan Legisleture after & heated six weeks
debate. The small Libercl oprosition heve bitterly opposed the
bill which hes an importent plece in the Government's progremme
for industrielisation.

Controversy continues between the Federesl and Provinciel
Governments on the question of the provincial debt to the Dominion
Government incurred for seced grein advences before the wer. The
Sasketechewan Government hes now received & copy of the Dominion
Government's statement of cleim to the right to deduct from Federal
subsidies amounts to offset the debt., The tribunal set up to
arbitrate on the right of the Dominion Government to withhold
these peyments to the Sasketchewezn Government has now started
work and will hold open heerings in May.

18, Manitobse

£ licence heas been grented by the Canedian Broadcesting
Corporetion for a French lenguege broedcasting stetion at St.
Boniface to ceter to the French-speeking populetion of some
00,000. A cempaign for funds is reported to have raised over
#95,000. The epreeal has hed & wide response from French-speeking
groups, not only in Canede, but also in the United States.

19 Nove Scotisa

ATter tvo ycers of reseerch the hoyal Commission on
Frcvinciel Develorment and kehebilitetion hes tebled in the
Nova Scotien Legislature e rcroxrt of 17 volumes on economic
conditions in Nove Scotia. In spite of this intensive study
Of the problem of the reletive industrial decline of the meritime
provinces since Confederation, the Commission have been unable
to put forward any new principle or precticel suggestion of far-
reaching scope to arrest the process.,

20, British Columbie

#n announcement by the British Columbies Security Commission
of the steps to be tcken to implement the Dominion Government's
/policy
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POlicy outlined last year hes brought to the

qusstion of the Japanese in Canede . First, e tribunal is to
be set up to consider the loyelty of Japanese-Canadians and
deport those who ére considered undesireble, Secondly, the

Government 1is prerared to pay the travelling expenses of all
those wishing to return to Japen after the wer, Thirdly,

all those who remain in Canada will be encouraged to settle
€ESt of the kockies,

fore agein the

This stetement has csused concern in other Provinces.
The Frovincisal Governments, who agreed to accept Japanese from

British Columbia as & temporery wer meesure, claim that they
should be consulted before eny definite ster is teken by the
Federel authorities. The tremiers of Onterio end Menitobe have
mede expostulatory statements end the Fremier of Quebec has
g0ne So far as to say that the GQuebec Government would take

the "necessary steps™ to prevent the Japenese from settling

in the Province. The Fremier of Saskeétchewan on the other
hend, has egreed that it is a ¥ederel problem and declared

his Government's rezdiness to CO-Operate 1in any plan "accept-
able to Canada as a whole' .

VI. MISCELLANEQUS

lictihg Governor-Ceneral
H_‘“

It hes been announced thsat the Governor-General will
return to the United Kingdom eerly in the summer on the
termination of his period of office,

<2, Visits

oir Robert Watson-Watt visited Ottavia in March for

further discussion with the Canadian authorities on the use of
radlo in civil aviation,.

' Sir Walter Citrine visited liontrezl en route to
lashington and San Francisco.,

Rds 52
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Policy outlined last year hsas brought to the fore ageéin the
qu-stion of the Japaenese in Canedc First, e tribunal is to
be set Up to consider the loyelty of Japanese-Canadians end
deport those who are considered undesireble, Secondly, the
oveérnment is prerared to pay the travelling exrerses of all
those wishing to return to Japen after the war. Thirdly,

all those who remain in Canesda will be encouraged to settle
€Est of the kockies,

This stetement has caused concern in other Provinces,
The Frovincisal Governments, who agreed to accept Japanese from

British Columbia as = temporery wer meesure, claim that they
should be consulted before any definite ster is teken by the
Federel authorities. The tremiers of Onterio end Menitobe have
mede expostulatory statements and the Iremier of Quebec has
&0Nne so far as to say that the Quebec Government would take

the "necessary steps" to prevent the Japenese from settling

in the Province. The Fremier of Sasketchewan on the other
hend, has egreed thet it is a Federel problem and declered

his Government's rezdiness to co-operateé 1in any plan "accept-
able to Canada as @& whole'®,

VI. MISCELLANEOQUS

2l. The Governor-Ceneral
H—m

It hes been announced thet the Governor-General will
return to the United Kingdom eerly in the summer on the
termination of his period of office,

2. Visits

Sir Robert Watson-Watt visited Ottavia in March for

further discussion with the Cansdian authorities on the use of
radlo in civil aviation,

_ oir Walter Citrine visited llontrezal en route to
lashington and San Francisco.,.
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