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MID-MARCH TO MID-APRIL, 1044

1. FEDERAL POLITICS

1. Parliament

§ ICAL & ECONOMIC REPO

The political vosition has been relatively quiet during
the period and the House was in recess for naster %rom,slst
! March tc 17thn April, The situation has been ocvershadowed b
. the forthcoming meeting cf the Prime Ministers in London.

Mackenzie King has announced his imminent departure and said

that in his absence Colonel Ralstcen would act as Prime Minister.
‘He had previcusly reiterated his views in a statement to the
House that the meeting would not be in the
ary Imperial Conference but would represent

tion on which a Separeg'e repcert has been forwarded. Three new

bills have also been presented tc the House setting up the new
aepartments of Reccnstruction, Veterans Affairs and Social
Welfare (see below).,

2« Dominion Provincial Conference
——" o vlal onierence

re-casting cf Federal-Provineial f )
b S Rowelltalees s Repcrt.iPaHCial relations on the

In the meantime a Dominion-Provincial Health Conference

1s tc be held in Ottawa early in May, Provincial Ministers of
%gg%&%eag% Eggir deputies have been invited to attend. The

meeting will be to consider the draft Health In-
Surance propcsals which are now before a Parliamentary Committee.,

Oa Prcgressive Conservatives
--_—-—_———-—-——-—___

Mr. McTague who rzecently resigned as Chairman of the
National War Labour Board and alsoc from his post as judge in
the Supreme Court of Ontario, has been appointed Naticnal Chair~-
man cf the Progressive Cc.3ervative party. Mr. Borden, a nephew
Oof Sir Robert Borden, until recently co-ordinator of Controls

rE | in the Department of Munitions and Supply, has been‘gppointed
3 = general adfiser to the party,

Mr. Bracken, leader of the Party, who is ineclined to define
o s policy in the form of a series of points, proposed in a recent

_ : lﬁE ' speech ten new points in expounding a procgramme of the State's
3 LA ; - responsibilities to youth., These were:-

— |
> & 1. He or she must be born healthy. -
- yMG"ﬁ) - <. Mprintained in health.
(»o9) = | Os ./eveloped in character
- l %hm“[’; 5 c) .,.-... ¢ [ ¢ @'—oe s . . %» Informed in the useful wisdom of the ages

O« Trained in a useful calling

22-5- I & 6. Taught the dignity of labour.
(f'% 7+ Required to work as well as to leern.
- e | 8. Shown the mental and spiritual necessity of accomplish-
¢ %//Mty (,W—u_a@u%ﬂ-_.- 23-5. et ment

9. Given an cpportunity to earn a living

10, Expected to carry his own weight in the community
end a little more if he can,

/In a later

=
-----
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In a later statement Mr. Bracken outlined his views on
the qu tion of Commonwealth co-operation, He urged an
even closer co-operation with Commonwealth nations, and
said that he was in favour of Canada acting as an auton-
cmous power to strengthen the ties which bind the members
Cf the Commonwealth together and that to this end a plan
for continuous consultaticn in matters of common interest
should be worked out. In e reply to Mr. Bracken's state-
ment the Prime Minister again castigated him in the

House of Commons for his failure to seek election.

4. Social Credit Ccnvention

The first Social Credit Convention in Canade was
held in Toronto early in April, About 115 delegates were
present at the opening Sessicn, though only 93 of those
were voting delegates., The largest delegation ecame from
Quebec, which had 42 vcting delegates. The most import-~
ant business of the Convention was the consideration of
a propcsal to establish a National Social Credit Assoc-
lation "for organising Canada for definite demoecratic
political acticn to the end that Social Credit candidates,
pledged tc establish Social Credit principles, will con-
test all Federal constituencies where the electors des-
ire the opportunity to elect such a candidate". The
Juebec delegates opposed this resolution on the ground
that the time was not yet ripe for political action and
that education was the prime need. They introduced an
amendment on these lines, but when that was defeated
supported the originsal -resoclution with some reser?atfcns.
In the end it was passeg unanimously.

Another resoluticn which ascribed the origin of
war to monopoly finance, and which called for an all-cut
war effort in order to bring the present struggle to a
conclusion was eventually dropped because of the object-
ion of the Quebec delegates to certain clauses.

Mr. Sclon Low, at present Provinecial Treasurer
for Alberta, was elected President of the newly formed
Sociel Credit Association of Canada. It is not known
whether this will involve his resignation cf his present
office in Alberta, but this scems to be & very probable
consequence,since after his election he expressed the
opinion that the proper place for the National Social
Credit leader was in the Federal House of Commons., Mr.
Low has announced in his Presidential capacity that the
ten New Democracy members of the House of Commons, all
of whom suppcrt Social Credit, are now to drop the New

Democratic Party label and to take their Social Credit
"straight",

IT PROV'NCIAL POLITICS
l. Ontario

The record of accomplishment of the Legislature
in the Session which prorogued Just before Easter has
been quite impressive. Thus, it is claimed that with
cne excepticn, all of the Government's 22 Election points
have either been actually fulfilled, or else that the
necessary enabling legislation has been passed, The
one exception is the pledge that the Provineial Govern-
ment would assume 50% of the school taxes now charged
against real estate. On this point Colonel Drew has

renewed his pledge, and a thorough study is being made
of the best method of carrying it out.

The Provincial budget disclosed a generally satis-
factory position and was remarkable for the largest net
debt decrease in the history of Canada.

/Altogether

g R L e o g S s g R . s s e -




before midsummer, as the life of the Asse
July and the Legislature has prorogued without taking an

Altcgether some 88 bills received Royal Assent at the
end of the Session.

The situation with regard to a possible election remains
unchanged. Colonel Drew would probably face one with equanimity

be rising Steadily,
€ him no excuses

y 8S 1s commonly believed, Colonel
Drew does want an Election, it will be interesting to see where

and how he succeeds in contriving an occasion for it.

€+ Ontario C.C.F. Convention
———o vevele Onvention

This Convention was held in Tcronto during Easter., It
was attended by 250 delegates and over 100 resolutions were due
tO be considered and decided upon, Most of these were on fam-

1liar C.C.F. lines, A propcsal that the C.C.F. should co-oper-
ate with the Labour-Prcgressive Party, alias the Communist
Party, was rejected almcst unanimously,

Oe Juebec

The chief item of note this month is the taking
the Prcvince of the expropriated Montreal Light Heat and Power
Consclidated. Senatcr T.D. Bouchard has been appointed Chair-
man cof the new body, which is now known as the Quebec Hydro-
Electric Commission., A separate report on this will be forwarded.

4« Manitoba

The Legislature has passed a bill to make the National War
Labour Ccde applicable to all industries with its provision for

compulsory collective bargaining., Much emphasis was placed during

the session on the Government's broad reconstruction Programme which
it hopes to undertake with certain Federal assistance,

O+ Saskatchewan

The general election in Saskatchewan seems a certainty

mbly is due to expire in
Y steps

to extend its term, The Assembly has passed a bill making the

Federal National War Labour Act applicable to
Act has also been passed providing
serving outside the province should

atives in the Legislature, Approval has also

all industry. An
that members of the armed forces
have three separate represent-
been given to enable

the Federal Government's proposed National Health Insurance Scheme
to operate in Saskatchewan.

6. Alberta

Britain forwarded s strongly worded protest to
March regarding Alberta's

S

7

resolution was passed calling upon the Federa
enforce the removal of all persons of Ja

The Alberta Bondholders Protective Committee for Great

the Government in
default on her sterling debt, The

ettlement proposals Suggested by the Committee were rejected,
« British Columbia ‘

At the British Columbia Liberal Party'

bpanese ancestry at the end

of the war, The “Progressive Conservatives in British Columbia

have passed a similar resolution. A private C,Q.F.

British Columbia Parliement has introduced a bill de
curb anti-Semitism,

member in the
signed to

III LABOUR
1. Labour Code

The Federal Government have announced that a provisional
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