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Following is the text of an address
. ST | a given by Sir Raghunath Paranjpye
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INDIANS IN THE BRITISH EMPIRE,

#'—___

1l am sure you have been reading in the news
- ‘ | spapers about the consti-
‘ #tutional developmente in India,but, as the whole question has not yet

been set}led and will probably take some time before it is, I do not
propose today to speak about that aspect of the Indlian problem. What I

am going to say, however, is largely conditioned by the impending change

in ?he status‘of India in the world, Any improvement in the internat15n31
statu; of India is sure to have indirect effects upon all other matters

in wh%ch my country is concerned, Up to the present moment, Indian affairs,
espeglallv our relations with other parts of the British Empire and

foreign countries, have been entirely under the control of ihe British
Government and, while the Government of Indis is allowed to have 1ts say
and the public opinion of India wields = good deal of influence, still |

the final decision is with the British Government on all these ﬁﬁtters.

When India achieves her-independence, whether within or outside the

British Commonweslth, it will natursllv have the control of her relations
with other Governments completely in its own hands and will be able to
speak with greater strength and authority than it has been able to do so
far, The British Government, with the best will in the world towards
India, has also to look to the interests and even prejudices of other parts
of the British Commonwealth and Indisns are not 2lwave sure that their
viewpoint is Pressed as strongly as it should be., With an Indian Minister
for External Affairs, India's voice in world sffairse will, it ies hoped,

he comperable to the voice of Dr. Evatt in internstional affairs, Many

of the difficulties in regard to Indians oversese will be much easier of
solution when India attains her independence and one of the main reasons why
India desires that independence s that it should not have to 10k to

any other agency for the protection of its own interests. With an independ-
ent Indian Government, ready and willing to supp 1l their reasonable
claims, the position of Indians overseas wil am 2, be very much
improved in the immediate future,

It is perhaps the general impression that India has not been =a
colonising power gnd that most Indians prefer to live ih their own country
in spite of the great pressure of population. This is perfectly true if
it is meant that Indiasns have not colonised other countries to the
detriment, or occacionally even the virtual extinction, of the original in-
habitants of those lands., But in ancient times India had extensive
relations, both commercisl and cultural, with other countries.within the
range of ites shipping. 1India, of course, gave its religion, Buddhism, to
Ceylon, Burma, Malaya, Siam, China and Jepan and this religion was spread
bo *those countries by peaceful miscsionaries who went about thelr work nov
with a sword in one hand but with the peaceful gospel of Gautama Buddha
on their lips. In the islands of the south-western Pacific, there was a
great deel of Indian influence in the earlier centuries of the Christian
era and remains of the old Hindu civilisation are even now observable
there. In one island, that of Bali, the Hindu institutions are still seen 2
in full vigour snd the Indian epic of Ramayana is one of their great
sacred books. Many of the names of prominent people and places in Java
and Siam that we read of in the newspaPers tvoday are but slight corruptions
of Indian Sanskrit pames. The late King of Siam, Ananda Mahidol and his
predecessor, Prajadhipok, are pure Sanskit names. 1Indian ships used to
trade regularly with all these islands and went as far afield as China
and Japan, On the western side, India had a very flourishing trade with
various countries of the east coast of Africa and they had a falr amount
of trade even with the Roman Empire; and one reads of a crippling duty
silks, so dear to the heart of Roman ladies, 1n order
of Roman gold to India even in those days.
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+pation both in the south-west Pacific and én the east coast of Afrieca

where there are now vast Muslim populations who are indirectly the pur-

veyors of Indian thought. There is no definite mention of any reletions
with the Australian continen#®#, though I have seen one curious work by an
Indian author who claims to see certain reference to Australia in the

epic "Ramayana',
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The present problem of Indians overseas has only a history of sbout
100 years. When slavery was abolished, it was found difficult to have
enough labour especially of an agricultural kind in countriees which
. | formerly depended upon Negro slave labour., The emancipated slaves were
JOV Jon esd coliascup slodw ad 8 «Jud.elrbal ol ,..]?:J[?E;; R N E”Wlléiﬂﬂ to work as paid labourers and the attention of these colonies
Fon-8B T .ed 31 s1o%ed amit . & LiiE‘QL:-;ﬂwi l}F;.?Eﬁﬂ::?_ih- i urned to the vast reserve of labouring population in India and China,
EUREN . BSLdoRT AAIONT sdt Yo $osaas dsitFuods Aeeqs of Vehol seOqONC g Arp icabions were made to the then Government of India, which was at that
[ T R LR P bt whumral B wavasod ey oov S8090%q time entirely controlled by the East India Company and the British Govern-
' T TR T UAPRRNGS < il . bt A ment, for recruiting labour to serve on many of the plantations in foreign

fagolientednl adt ol :

ateddam tonto L[[e Ood. ot R, PR~ s 4 BIDUL 10 8UJk o0y 1] countries. One of the earliest applications came from Natal whose sugar

Gem

e ARt ol o F o o 2V80 OF e3yUp 8l 8.Ibnl g < Lndustry was on the point of s breakdown for want of adequate labour and
BB& OTIURS OB 3 ind e S  rpai w T 0 Wi dotfdw nl the vovernment of India allowed Indien lesbourers to proceed there under
B N e & a1 T86v0 diiw saolisloT Tvo -BInN9ge:. conditions of indenture which more or less amounted to semi-slavery. The
NEEERTE Ol O BEDES et adnaT. o b o 159 ] IR LDTC men recrulted were illiterate and ignorant and did not realise what they
ILi3a ,somoulMri Yo [ash boon e were undertaking, Rosy prospects of prosperity were dangled before them
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aTed3dam sserd [la o Frsmrreve and many of them left the shores of their native land to make their
B SRR O SRR i o ol - BORAb NeTebt laghn Baave Fdns atroay 20V fortune in a distant land, The principal conditions of indenture were
280 26 Iofined odd oved ylletuion [[iw 31 d3Lesmnommod fets ims what they were to work for an employer for three to five years, their
ofd [ltw Hos ebosd awe edi b TtﬁJ;E;rT%rﬂvnnfp”n Mo datbdtn passage was to ?e paid and at t he end‘of the period of indenture they had
aed? wiirodtas E 4 g N0 Ly the DDtlfﬁ of either returning to India at the expense of their employer
B N R~ Sam aravnD e bt bl o - ey qr to Eeftlﬁ aown 1n tbe country ﬁr'fr?e men y1tn$a cerpaig amount of land,
e £t h At adt ot R i " Ly Most of these men, having burnt their boats when they firet migrated,
anatbal hae rffas 8 fat T bl ¥ preferred, when the time came for them to make &8 u00151??,.t? gettle
e E o et e o3 4 o0 IO ?ﬁwnﬁln their new 1En6:‘ And the propserity of Natal, which is Ealled the
Altow b antoyv ' SRR TRy - garaen CD}DHH of South AfP}CH, L€ ﬂﬁlﬂlv‘ﬂfe TO The labours o2 these
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Mauritius, Fiji, Malaya, and even Burma and Ceylon, though in the case
of the last three, their proximity to India encouraged:-many Indians of

4_ : |

trading and professionsl classes also to go there,

In east Africa, especially in the Colony of Kenya, Indians went there
as traders or as workers on railways and publie works or as lower govern-
ment servants, In all these regions, the Indian settlers today suffer
from analogous difficulties though their severity might be less in some
parts than in others, As these regions advanced in prosperity, the people
of other races became jealous of the Indian settlers There and began to
make conditions difficult for thems Matters have now come to a breaking
point in the case of South Africa and the history of the Indian settlers
there during the last 50 or 60 years is one lamentable record of White
jealousy, tyranny and broken promises and undertskings. It is curious to
recall that one of the points in the British cese as put forward by
Joseph Chamberlain against the Boers was the disabilities suffered by
Indians in Transvaal under President Krug and wnhen Britasin soon after
the close of the Boer War geve virtual indepenc e to South Africa, the
treatment of Indians was speclally reserv | ne British Government,

a puarantee which remained merely on paper and n: had no resl effect in
succeeding vears, It was in South Africa that Gandhi first came into
prominence by his campaign of passive resistance against certaln oppres-
sive measures of the South African Government, It would be too long to
go into the history of all the incidents, negotiations and representations
made by the Indian Government both to the Home Government and the South
Af'rican Government, but the White population there, both Boer and British,
RS are e 1 seem determined to deny to the Indisns any rights or privileges wnatsoever
-?‘;%;n};iamizzgrE?EI:biiEﬁE e 10235899beC ~ ﬁﬂﬁ'EB?;pOFitiDh that they may have secured as & PEﬂW1F+Df their_lgbnnrs
Apd ﬂiﬁcii sﬁiahqwi;; ;j*?*ﬁi?PI-ﬁ:ﬁ S| £ auring uhecg vears ap?enrf ﬁﬂ‘mﬁ an @fefrﬁre Lo the fhlueLcammunltleS- .
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@0 Drs ;9% iqmd ae”q§L“ G_f:j HQ9 suvolte meah s of 11vcllhoodm§nn EVEP?iChﬂﬁElV9ﬂ1Q+5?FFTEHL af?uced to Justify
froad afd 5: R ot JILW 19Ve obs — vhelir repFesnion. ney hﬂﬁe been ?ﬁﬁ?eﬁ?ugT_ln 10C"PEOQFﬂﬁﬂﬂ bazaars_on
et T - istbol Esdvogmi | "agnitarvy" grounds and no "sanitary" facllities provided for them, Licenses
s ' R L I X5 i slohy to own lands, licenses to own or occupy houses, licenses to trade and so
_ rtqgngGd 8180T of i emife:d o _ _'__ on have heep_DlﬁEEﬁ‘in$t?qkﬂn@?ﬁﬁi Effiaz TED? :h}ch tZe?Ahi?etnghrepre—
196l aaw sonlq wledd Hie Ebﬂﬂf: L4 LiJ? 8L AFEW sentation wnllf Lhelr uFQTEI?LJi;: nave. If n?hineen sald tns ey lower
0% Jass od} a® bue 51%iosd Tn;w~ the standard of living butl the Union Government nfve_fglleﬂ toq?ffer any
onl o182 odw zn0iie fugea MIEE“E 4. Y 3 inducement to Indlans to 1mprave thelr fhﬁnuafu o)i ll?lﬁg. Indians are
Ooitoem af tut%eh on at*awqdm”' t fatra 248 ?qsﬁj 9930w segregated by Cvervﬂ5001ﬁ1 HE?HELQHHL can most wound their human sentiments.
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on trains and trams and buses, separate counters at post-offices even
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and with Jjustice. They ought to be granted full political rights praji“CH
vided they make up their minds to settle down in the country as permanent
residentss At the back of all this prejudice against Tndisns is either
racial prejudice or commercisl rivalry on the part of their competitors
in trade or simply envy owing to the fact that Indians prosSPer by
reagon of thelr industry and thrift, Whatever ostensible grounds may be
alleged ageinst Indlans and their way of living to justify thelr invidious
trestment, thelr main offence is not their vices but their virtues.

T may say that the Indlians in all these various countries desire tO
identify themselves with their new homes and nothing would please them
better than a state of affaire in which they would not have to look TO
the Government of ITndia to support their claims., They desire to be
treated as citizens with full political and other rights and 1 am sure that
they will prove very useful citizens of the land of their adoption,

They may continue to regard India as their spiritusl home for @ few
generatlons but they will remain as staunch and loyal citlizens as anhy
other element of the population, It 1s onlv because they are subject to
dicsabilities owing to their being Indianes that the Tndian Government

has to interest Itself oD their behalf, I might in this connection

refer to Australia and New Zealand whepe Indians permanetly settled in
+he country suffer practicelly no difficultiegs and where conﬁeguent}y 1

am happily free from having to make any representations On their behalfe.
The only point on which India cen have, and has, any sentimentel feelling

ie the slight involved in the term Yhite pustralia policey, which debars
any fresh Indien, however high his position OT social and economlic
standing, from settling in this country. Here agein 1 may Say that India
has readily accepted the Statute of Westminister which empowers every Lo .&ss
Dominion to regulate the composition of 1tTs population. But one wicshes
that the process of this regulation did not involve an implicit affront

+o the susceptibilities of other peoples. I might refer in this connection
+to a recent law enacted in the United Stetes of America by which a

maximum of Eurasians have been permitted TO enter that couniry as
prospective citizens every vear{ This had removed the one Ee?timental
grievance which Indisns had against America and this Aect ofqﬁlee statesman-
ship has greatly raised Americe 1D the estimetion of the Indian peoPle.

It is obvious that migration will notv solve the problem of India's
population and if anybody thinks that W th, reasonable opportunities
Tndians will flodd other vacent lands of 1ilnhe world and lower the standard
of 1living in those countries, 1 am Sure that zuch fear ?s absolutely
groundless. LEven if a million Indians were to migrate in the course of
ten vears - a thing which is almost inconceivable - 1t will not he%p
to solve the growing pressure of populstion on Tndia., All thﬁ? Indlisa
desires 1s to be 8 self-respectling member of the comity of nations, %o
be treated as an egual and to be n11owed to make 11s contribution tq the
civilisation and progress of mankind. She wants to live qmicaplv with all
other nations, for in her whole history she has never waged 3‘51nglé
offensive war against any of her neighbours, and it is only because
the treetment o? Indians 1in other countries and especislly 1n several
parts of the Briticsh Commonwealth wounde the pride of ITndians that thls
question has far greater importance than the numbers involved which,
being about 3 millions at the precent time, 1ie s mere drop in the ocean
compared with her 1LOO millions recident in India.




