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6. 0:P s

REPATRIATION OF JAPANESE NATIONALS

Shortly after the sur

August, 1945, a complicated task was unde taken to rep
607,150 Japanese nationals, including both military and civilian
personnel, At present, 5,861,490 have been returned to Japan,
leaving an estimated 745,660 to be repatriated, of these, 676,

held in Soviet-controlled areas in camps distributed from
the Caucasus to the liaritime Province and on the island
of Sakhalin, »lus a ‘ ' '
addition, there are
3,200 from China, and
China. In order to accompli

ary from the start to est lish a

responsible author _ he Japanése Government,, 3‘5-090 [Loperation
with Occupation authorities, to carry out the reception and processing
of repatriates with the greatest possible speed and efficiency.

2e Repatriates are received at three reception
centres located at Hakodate, laizuru and Sasebo, The greater
part of repatriates from Soviet-controlled ar sed
through the Hakodate !
and South Bast Asia

centres are under the ! ion R
Board of the Japanese selfare linistry, The ¢ vief of each
reception centre 1s nomina overnor of the local prefecture.
In practiaé,- however, the deputy ief actually c'ﬁ.raath ghe
operation of the reception centres 1 admini

each centre is carried out by the

nich receives all military an. civil

them as Japanesec nationals.  Bus

of military personnel is handle

divisions, <These are the Firs

charge of military personnel and the second

Division which handles naval personnels

. At the close of th
er of Japanese nationals,
in the Us De SOB.! |

| repatriatea, p
sickness had
" indootrination and SOVEL BIT da. had caused a ceT I
of friction, j11-geeling ﬁ m‘:ab p%:ﬁmmn“ P misbnalssing
military S ce . m'aﬂ L R P - s | .
hiﬂtoriﬁﬂ and _ sexv. pwﬁe P ﬁﬂpﬁfﬂﬂd by the -Swiﬂtﬂ Fhﬂ-t

ilit isoners ‘had been 80 W e y the
lﬁl s:gll;_zn‘ne of their original units nad been deitrgipﬂ and unit

tion made the task of accounting for _missing

"|r'

.ad been lost, seized or destroyed.  Lac




colonel to de

the rﬁpatriqﬂ;

is the ‘begi

to put the

to their ate destina:
brief quarantine y ¥
checks, par‘bip“]_ 5 :
cases requiring :

necessary businasa __
passenger lists g.ng deb

put ashore by mg f s
baggage is tnen pu throu
disinfectant,

bath, inoculat:lo

platoons and repa‘b

platoon representatives.

tor demobilisation, qliioh fak
of processing and barril.ea

addition to t S beﬁﬂ,&r
status, i iy ';;_‘,. : ‘_,m o

5e Fi‘ﬁcbasingﬁ continues on tha mmd w &%‘1
the issuing of relief B}l -‘iB;B which ammte, - some 56

personnel, .t each returne
travelling aldne wi:ll have a minismm of 259 yap.a@ family

an average of 200 yen per person with a limitation of 1,000
families of five or more. Returnees arriving with less ha.n thia
amount are paid the difference., This does not apply to military
personnel, since thoac ;recs:i.ve a mtu:m hme fare af 300 ym upon
discharge, | e , . v sl

6. The third day of prmaaing is tnk@ up m
preparation for departure, arrangements for rail tickets, mdthe
distribution of box lunches for travel use according to the |
requirements of the :l.ndividual Gavdmmani: meal tickets are issued
for travel time in excess of three days. On the fourth d.w,
repatriates to Japan proper are groupd according to prefec
destination and are placed aboard special rl:rai.ns which ].pm

stations near the reoeption centre,

| S T

7o Clinic and hpgpitql facilities M&eﬂ.g i
for returnees during their stay in the reception centre. Upon
examination, patients may be ple ed in querters or be Jhospj.tail.iaeﬂ.

Special consultations are given for women. Certificates are
issued for wounds received in the public services lentina

facilities are also provided for the control pf epiq,em:.o diames.

8. " Consultations are arranged in order to.,gﬂ, BN
afd assist returnees in overcoming perso problems. s applies
particularly to the homeless ai unable to locate mhtivas.

Returnees travell!l. with infant: 'ten require special care and
assistance. | aila'blo nformatio given regarding war

devasted areas; cit a;na ‘town maps are on hand showing the burned
out and bombed senti afe - In some cases returnees
have mail from mla.ﬂb'eh livered to ther

urnees are a.’ilomd ‘I:a ‘send free telegrams,

ies There is a free barber shope.

the schgdule for
sccording to the conditions of the moment,
processing may vary to aom extent, Time of ship arrivals,

epidmio seboe




epidemic control, number to be processed, and the ratio

tio ,
of military to non-military personnel ar; all factors which
may necessitate a change in the processing schedule, All :
processinh is handled on the basis of companies and platoons
into which the repatriates are already divided prior to thein
arrival in Japen and is divided into three phases, accomplished
in order by the Investigation, Demobilisation and Grant Sections,

‘!0. In the Investigation Section, the re

is sent to the Compilation Sub-section mm'hehisrame:o supply
supplementary information to the list of military units vhich were
active at the time of surrender, then he is questioned for information
to assist in compiling an accurate roster of his unit's persomnel,
Returnees who have brought back the ashes or personal effectmof '
deceased comrades turn these over to a responsible sub-section. The
some sub-section issues certificates which verify wounds received

in the public service and examines the personal memory statements

pf returnees for the purpose of making necessary changes or additions.
Returnces are then sent to the Investigation Sub-section, Using a |
un®t roster of unreturned personnel as a basis, returnees are

further questioned for information to clarify the status of individuals
not yet repatriated, Presumption of death based on statements of |
returnees requires coniirmation by at least three persons, ;

1. Processing by the Investigation Section having
been completed, the returnee is next sent to the Demobilisation
Section, which is divided into five sub-gections, all of which
conduct the same type of work, and a special sub-section which
conducts special investigations.  Here, upon submission of a
personal statement of his service record, the returnee is formelly

discharged from the service,

12, Under the Grant Section are five sub-sections,

conducting the same business. Iere the returnee submits a
personal statement of the status of his back pay and allowances.
He is then given : ay and allowances and

receives an allowance Of ] Each j
returnee is then checked to see if he has completed all demobilisation

processing, and received his Repatriation Ccertificate.

1 Under present Japanese lavw, missing military
3. h - -
t be presumed dead simply on the basis of time lapse.

ersonnel canno
gherefore, even after repatriation of Soviet-held prisoneps 1is

ted. it seems certain that the Demobilisation Bureau will
'Ic:azmﬁi;t w;.th a large residue of unfinished_businesa. In this
respect alone, the investigative work carr:feﬂ. on by ]?emnbilisation
Sureau Personnel at the Reception Centres is of considerable
in@ortaﬁce. The fact that this work is being carried out largely
by former Japanese military men and the great interest tak;m i:t |
+he fate of unreturned personnel has had much effect ::.n of_‘;;s:n ing
Soviet propaganda aimed at destroying the repatriates' fal o
the -resent Japanese Government. However, the s?ecialtpr:geas g
given returning military personnel is only an a.dd:l.tio:i 12 -4
over-all processing given to all repatriates whe!:herit ??he
civilian, This over-all process i.?. the responsibility o]m .

n and Relief Board Division which is made up almos

1itary men, Of the ¢
;:zszﬁ at ge -renaption centres, about 30 per cent ore former

military parsﬂnno_l;

United Kingdom Liaison JMission in Japan.

TOKYO :
). June 1948







