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Durley House, S f '_'_j;,',
Burbageyh & 7 FET
Nr. narlboreugm

Feb. 10, 45 |

Dear Prime Minister,

Ordinary.

will receive my notice of resignation.

v—
¥ i P e
| . el 1 —

some years to come I shall still be able, whnn

s ¢

o5

* F-' _ s
upon, to sit as a Lord of Appeal and perhapp T ”h z; be

T.I
,1'&-

invited to do other public work, as cn'e?'__"___"_'._';-'_f

to require. But I think the time has cenie . o)

seek relief from regular service.

Will you please let me know if you

to accept my resignation?

Yours sincerely,

I Bl st




My dear Wright,

ge your letter

1 acknowled
feellinus.

with very mixed

No man has renderod greater
service to tne Law amongst all 1y
contemporaries than you yoursell,
Land your friendshilp for me through-
8. all my ups and downs has always

proved constant.,
T rejoice tO think that we
may Irom time to time be able 1O

get your gervices.

Bver,

J'D"ﬂ'i tte




THE SOLICITORS JOURNAL

Judicial Changes

TuE resignation by LORD wricHt of his office
of _Appeal ‘n Ordinary, announced gth April, wil
universally regrett He has hel :
except for the years
Rolls. His distinguished work as Chairman ©
Nations War Crimes Comtmission is now part of world history. |
At the Bar he was considered by many to be the highest
living authority on commercial matters. He was called by
the Inner Temple in 1900, After six years as a fellow of Trinity
College, Cambridge. In 1917 he took silk, in 1923 he became
a Bencher of his Inn, and in 1925 he became a judge of the
King's Bench Division. We wish him many happy years of
retirement. Mr. Justice MACDERMOTT, High Court
of Justice, Northern Ireland, has been named as Lord Wright's
successor in the House of Lords. The two yacancies in the
Court of Appeal caused by the recent promotion of LORD |
OAkSEY, L.J., and MORTON, L.]., to be Lords of Appeal in
Ordinary, are filled by Mr. J ustice WROTTESLEY and
Mr. Justice EVERSHED. The former has been a judge of the |
King’'s Bench Division since 1937 and the latter a judge of the
Chancery Division since 1945, Mr. FReD EILLS PRITCHARD, '
K.C., has been appointed a judge of the King's Bench Division, |
and Mr. DAVID LLEWELLYN Jenkins, K.C., a judge of the |
Chancery Division. Both are below the usual age at which |
judges are appo ,but thisis generally considered nowadays |
to be a good thing. It will be recalled that Mr, Justice !
HopsoN, Mr. Justice WiLLMER, Mr. Justice ByrNE, Mr. Justice |
WyNN PARRY, Mr. Justice DENNING and Mr. Justice EVERSHED J

were under fifty when appointed. y

|

o three U
'*th L9

SIMAULLY

iete & Lord ot Agped

nils iite 1IN

Qi
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of Lord |
In Ordinary; and h

€ goes into i
t the ag¢ of 78 with the cordia]
distinguished Career at

> Commercig] Court, he
King’s Bench Judge in 1995 .
that he tri d '

Prospectuys
the CoOmpany’s

'€ a false .
Position, and th

at of Willjiam Her-
Cted (against the tenor of the sum- _i
MIng up) of murdermg his wife, and Whose conviction was |
_ quashed by the Court of Crimin

al Appeal. In 1932 M, Justice
a Lord of Appeal in Ordinary : in 1935
he gave 4p that office ¢, become N
1937 he rety

aster of the Rolls. but in |
House of Lords op *€appointment 4
Y [ eal. .
i
o

-:-Il-'-‘.*_“- e

- A

’

o L
ey DEaiey

L
1 N i :

April, 1947.
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BURBAGE.
Nr. MARLBOROUGH.,

THE LONDON GAZETTE, 25 APRIL, 1047

= X
)( Crown Office, House of Lords, S.W.1.
24th Apnl, 1947
The KING has been pleased by Letters Patent
under the Great Seal bearing date the 21st day of
April, 1947, to grant to the Right Honourable Lord
right, late a Lord of Appeal in Ordinary, an
annuity of £3,750 for life commencing on the 6th
day of April, 1947.
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¥ As the commercial cases which he usually rformed their duties, Fo
 tried were not widely reported in the press, | he was made a G.C.M.G.
. his name was little known to the public. He was made a Bench
Towards the close of his career as a Judge | 1923, and elected Tre:

’; of the King's Bench Dvision. however, it | a time Wright was
: fell to him to preside over two of the most | mittee concerned wi
| remarkable cases of therr day—Banco deé | much under discuss

_— — i —

v. Waterlow and Sons, Ltd., and | He had been Deput
‘é;i““m*:% of Lord Kylsant. The first of | Cambridge University whi
 these arose out of a criminal him the degree of Hon. L
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ituary

Lord Wright, PC., GCM.G., a
former Master of the Rolls and Lord of
Appeal, died on Saturday at his home
near Marlborough. He was 94.

Robert Alderson Wright's career owed
nothing either to birth or to fortune. He
was the son of John
Wright, Marine
Supcnntm:ldcnt of
South Shields. Born
on October 15, 1869,
he was educated
privately and at
Trinity College.
Cambridge, and
graduated in 1896
with a first class in
the Classical Tripos.
He was a Fellow of
Trinity from 1899 to
1905, and was called
to the Bar by the
Inner Temple in
1900, in his

thirty-second

3 ¥ year.
Wright was a pupil of Mr. (afterwards
Lord Justice) Scrutton, then at the height of

his very large commercial practice. From
the close of the last century the Commer-
cial Court had begun to be the stepping-
stone to many promotions to the Bench,
and, as the leaders passed upwards, first-
rate juniors in that branch had great oppor-
tunities for advancement. By 1917, the year
in which he took silk, Wright had achieved
a high position in the confidence of the
City firms of commercial solicitors. While
the 1914-18 War brought a decline in the
ordinary mercantile business of the Courts,
the Prize Court was a valuable source of
additional profit, and the end of the war
brought an aftermath of litigation, From
that time onward Wright was in nearly
every important commercial case before the
Courts, and was frequently briefed before
the House of Lords and the Judicial Com-
mittee of the Privy Council. Though he
had an attractive vein of dry humour, his
advocacy, like that of several of his con-
temporaries in commercial practice, was
lugubrious rather than brisk.

When in May, 1925, Mr. Justice Lush
resigned, Wright's nomination by Lord
Cave, then Lord Chancellor, to fill the
vacancy was received by the profession
with great satisfaction. He made an excel-
lent Judge, and showed more patience on
the Bench than was expected from a some-
what irritable manner, for which perhaps
overwork was responsible, occasionally dis
played at the Bar. In his earlier days on
the Bench he was a Judge of the silent type,
but it was noticed that latterly in the House
of Lords and Privy Council he developed
the habit of maintaining a running com-
mentary on the arguments of counsel

TWO NOTABLE TRIALS

As the commercial cases which he usually
tried were not widely reported in the press,
his name was little known to the public.
Towards the close of his career as a Judge
of the King's Bench Dvision, however, it
fell to him to preside over two of the most
remarkable cases of their day—Banco de
Portugal v. Waterlow and So:_'.ll%.ud.. and
the tnial of Lord Kylsant. > first of
these arose out of a criminal conspiracy
| ws, the well-known

were the innocent viotim

m!hltm ’ h f_?'li“'r

’ -l:i' 1 *

LORD WRIGHT

FORMER LORD OF APPEAL

Cambridge Universi

judgment for the bank for £569,421. In
July, 1931, he presided at the llhgf Lord
Kylsant at the Central Criminal :*‘ |
charges of p'ubhﬂl.il?. as chairman mé
Royal Mail Steam Packet Company,
balance-sheets and a false prospectus. On
the first charge he was acquitted, but he was
convicted on the second and sentenced to 12
months’ imprisonment. Wright's handling’
of this intricate case greatly enhanced
already high reputation as a Judge, and on
the resignation of Lord Dunedin as a Lord
of Appeal, in April, 1932, he was singled
out at ongce among about three Judges as
likely to be promoted. His appointment
was entirely justified, and at a time when
the House of Lords and Privy Council had
never been stronger in legal talent his pre-
sence added even greater strength to those
Courts. His legal path had lain among the
type of litigation comes before the
final tribunals, and at the Privy Council h
fine mind soon made itself master of the
intricacies of Indian litigation. :
In 1935 an unusual break occurred in
Wright's judicial career, Lord Hanworth,
shortly before his death, had resigned th
Mastership of the Rolls in October, and ll‘

the time the Government was in some
difficulty in filling the post satisfactorily.
Wright was invited to take it on the under-
standing that, on the first vacancy arising
among the Lords of Appeal, he would be
at liberty to resume his former office, The
Mastership of the Rolls, with its appanages,
at that time the Record Office, as well as
the control of solicitors, Is recognized as
the most onerous of judicial posts, and
Wright, who was neither young nor very
robust when he assumed it, was understood
to feel the strain and was somewhat
annoyed that the resignation of one of the
Lords of Appeal was delayed beyond its
expected time. However, in April 1937, a
vacancy occurred, and Wright, to his gre&t
satisfaction, resumed his former duties as
a Lord of Appeal which he carried out unti] |
his resignation 1n 1947, ’

WAR CRIMES COMMISSION

In February, 1945, he was elected chair-
man of the United Nltiunt’ War Crimes
Commission. The object of this commis-
sion was the collection of material on
which the charges subsequently investigated
at the trials at Nuremberg were based,
During their inquiries the members of the
commussion visited Germany Mimbcud
the camps where the worst crimes been |
perpetrated. Later, at the invitation of
the Australian Government, Lord Wri
went by air to Japan to attend the
of the war criminals there. He also visited
Washingtan for consultation with the
American authorities. It '
agreed that the work of the
Tribunal was greatly facilita
nndr spcc?i with which t.h; n
performed their duties, For these services
he was made a G.CM.G. in 1948.

He was made a Bencher of his Inn in
l’;sl and ﬂ['ﬂ:lad T { (- n l " ~,|' s
a time Wright was chairman of the corr
mltt;c cu;ccrned with law revision, a topic
much under diiﬁ.llﬁ at .J’ SH
He had been *‘u
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ty, and the notes were | Alpine
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DURLEY HOUSE,
BURBAGE.,

NrR. MARLBOROUGH.,

|7 SR,

—— — S e——

Ay l-‘ N --_.l.- e e e [ e
» - (]

9 ot J - T. '
- r - . B | . -.. - . g k ‘:
iy 5 » &l L] pF . i L L

- 1 = r D . s . 3 - . o :

N : i i -l . - =5 st - K

- L & - i K -'_ =

. = . . : - y & - - r

S ¥ [

. : 5 " N
Y’ : -I - . 3 t:“
: . ' x
I-I k *

N o

el

‘.'-I"_"__'.q

g g e N

e [ T

sl g - I-r—'w‘- EE ’M'-:?-

- e S

= W

e e ey .

--..l..‘_.

[ T S S

. ] B s . spbpifesiad | il iy,

-

T

s

.__"




| - and he's Chancery = | I should like a
would come) = 804 L€ B T om the aasver your lettor
or ‘~'r’ﬂlte.5' !"‘O..n"]"t!c’“ i 2;11 YOu now how we T
Bare. o  l/eledlns CvR | e great gervi e ate
do : us. ervice you have rendered to
what/you think . 011_»&5‘11!; _:gﬁq |
recomnend to the rPrime i ANLSTOL 0daly

resgonsihl - Sone
Happy Chrisimas uo you. . & ¢ . g to the
| I pressed Rams

the appoin
sl 4l perfectly cestain Ita;:z;t
ave been jJustified a thouse

a = Sa (llee sov K LGrans
] ight Honourable
¢ Tr%ieRLgrd Chief Justice of England. intimately associateq ove
r
how vyears that I woulg 111;201;:0% s g ,; |
I much I am gonscious of the beneridi . T r |
All good wishes to you both fop
s e i




Christmas

and
write ¢

Uie liew Year,
O You aggain soon,

DURLEY HOUSE,

BURBAGE,
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The Lord Chief Justice of England,
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31et Decembery 19L6.

Thank you for your letter of
It was good of

the 27th Decembers:

you To write as you Ao« |

I appreciate youxr . o 8o
and well and

while you are £itv
100k forward to seeing you here from ¢
time to time whenever you are able to

come and help us.

v Now as o
You

greatest
continue

5th April and
me time tO consider conse

appeint.menta. ¢ 1f you Wi

14 would be

gend your InO

the Prime
of that date.

MARLBOROUGH,




