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Nazis On ‘March Toward Spain

CHURCHILL—F.D..R. PLAN . HUNS MAY TRY
Canadian-U.S. Alliance 10 REINFORCE

PRICE 3 CENTS g 'miss tests _g

Two Tankers Targels

JAPANESE SINK
ANOTHER SHIP

AS HONGKONG HURLS JAPS BACK

Bng. [Lawson Among

4

Model For Allied Plan

(Conyright. 1941, by the Southam Co.)
LONDON, Dec. 23.—Battling

Now that Rommel has fled
with the remnants of

During the present stage of
\:ubn battle the weather

bad. Heavy sandstorms, rain
and bitter cold have all served
to slow up the advance. That
the advance has been so rapid
in spite of unfavorable
tions speaks volumes for the
mmlulhﬂlmno!th

and the excellence of sup-
wmd the im-
perial forces.

.«

The -German withdrawal

from the Moscow area con-

tinues. There is heavy rear

guard fighting in some sec

fors but the Russlan push
goes on.

Speed of the Russian ad-
is due partly to the ab-
sence of natural obstacles,

frozen the rivers are no longer
obstacles. There Is scarcely
_another area in the world
without natural obstacles so
wvast as that between the Baltic
and the Blatk Sea In winter.
{1t is difficult to Iimagine

in this vastness Hitler

‘his |

80 British Staff Hea

on Pages S and 6.

White House where Abraham

union, a British
dent sat talking late last night

‘They were discussing how best
the freedom of not one nation,
but of all peoples, might be pre-
Served In the face of the greatest
tyranny of all time.

But thus, alone and simply in
terms of their own friendship—
as one man to another—did this
momentous meeting  between
Winston Churchill and Franklin
D. Roosevelt open.

Today u uwm beyond the
views Into

Eighty In Party

For it was revealed this morn-

uumtu-mwutlhemun‘

is much more far-

was at first anticipated. Amm

panying Hr caurvnm was a

than 80, headed by
the naval,

Harriman,
own lend-lease ad-
ministrator in Lom!an‘ is also

His presence |s particu-
hny significant, for H¥ and h)rd

Flrst ‘War Council’ Meets at Washington ;

ds Meet U.S. Chiefs

Blasts and Gunfire Shake
Houses on the

By R. T. ELSON,
Special Start Correspondent The n.uv }rovince and Associated
Southam Newspa,

WASHINGTON, DC Dec. 23. —ln the oval study of the

Lincoln used to work far into

the night during the great struggle to preserve the American
Ministe:

r and another war-time Presi-
and into the morning hours.

FUTURE- OF WAR AT STAKE e
Further details of the significance, purpose and | RESCUE MADE
events of Prime Minister Churchill’s visit to Washi
are given in earlier rcporls by R. T. Elson and other (By A-mma Press)

SAN ), Dec.
(AP)—The «Mool "Union Ol
tanker Montebello was & -md«d
and sunk by an

marine at 4 am. waa, ott (he
California coast, heddquarters of
the 12th navy district announced.
Four lifeboats carrying surviv.
ors have landed.

The navy said it had no report

Hart Returns

WILL BOLSTER
B. C. DEFENSES

Premier John Hart sald on hls
return from Ottawa today that

ney- u L. Maitland, m
accomj him to Ottawa, is
returning to Vancouver Wi

rumolnre(udlnnlol.lnenk'

Pfem.kr Hart stated that the
m already allocated by the

would survey lhe ARP. situa-

tion In the ent

quickly as pnsllblt
Discussing the Dominion-Pro-

vinclal conference on taxation,

reached on behalf of British Co-
lumhh will be pmemed to the

problem and can best preseat
Russia’s problem.

Canada’s Part
Canada will play a significart

them—e!

unlly of the United States, Brit-

the Dominfons in this

werld struggle.

It is In itself significant that
lent chose this morn-

ing to announce his approval of | ZeT0

the objectives approved by the | troops

pproval.
ndpauon of the sanc
tion of the House, no assess-

.| ments will be made for income

and corporation taxes in 1941.

he was “confident the Federal | seriot

ment Is sending to Vancouver, |
has had an opportunity to report
to Ottawa.

as | sh

of any

While the llotl!eb(llo was be.
ing attacked, Richtield
tanker was re-
ported to have encountered
trouble with an undersea raider
in the same Rn!l'l.l loullty. but
to have escaped. The navy sald,
however, it had not bnn ln com-
munication with the Doheny
since the attack.

All members of the Monte-
bello 40man crew subsequently
reached shore. A few of them
were {njured, but apparently not

Heroic Fight Hurls
Japs Back from
Key Position
HUGE ODDS

(By Canadlan Press.)

the verge of' capture, the
Union Jack still flew today
over its resolute defenders,
who apparently had even
smashed back lm far more

UM [any Canadian Dead

(A picture of
cently, appears on Page 2.

nmmkenurm;z'

Commander and Staff Chief Are Killed;
Ottawa Says Situation Still Critical

and Colonel Hen-
Canada for Hmugkmg re-

Dec. 28.—(.

‘s defenders have

and streets of Hongkong,

authority declared the
island's recapture “would be
essential to our future plans”
if it fell to the Japanese.
The invaders now have had
four full days to wrest the last,

Hongkong up to 6 p.m. (2 pm.,
PST.)  yesterday, received
through the British admiralty,
Indicates that the force gener.

y. was
attacked and sent o the bottom
just before dawn.

The Montebello, built In 1921
by the Southwestern Shipbuild-
|ing Comp-ny of San Diego, was

Mr. Hart sald the agreement 440

| 440 feet Jong and weighed 5107
net tons.
Depuly sncrm Paul Merrick, |
Obispo County,
llld ﬂ. Iunttbello was shelled
at 6 am., off Estero Bay
six
Cambria Pines.

were picked up off

All Quiet In Malaya

today.
Alr activity, See Page 3L

32squaremile bit of territory
of the Hongkong crown colony.
‘They first won a foothold on its
shores Friday night, aided by
naval slege and heavy alr and
L.

lwl: from the East Indi-
cated colony's ot
M and
| troops still was
holdln.nﬂnudehn-mulnd.
nmmmnpmhlu!h
invaders back,

‘with | JAPS HOLD nnm

British strong! was sald to
be In the west, the region of
:1):- Peak,” the towering hcuhu

n

enemy though at some cost to
“It would umppear that the
garrison Is stubbornly holding
out in three main

“The report states that the
situation Is critical.”
Authorities sald there was no
indication when a casualty list

ooldn. vsmm the uplnl my
word from Hongkong

nu fighting “continues all along
the lines held yesterday” This
fragmentary report mentioned
|one successful, local counter
|blow by the British-Canadian
| forces,” but details were lacking.
Even In Japanese areas, it was

and | said, some isolated British strong

points still are u
The Berlin radi

HURL HUNS ACROSS RIVER

\

al| driven th§
Leningra
the river.
While blizzards raged in a
temperature of 22 degrees below
lhmnhﬂ) the Russian
miles west

Blizzards Fail to Halt” Russi::
* Advance ininiig_rad ‘Sector

By HENRY
(Associated Press Stafr Wﬂllrl
MOSCOW, Dec. 23.—The Red army, pressing relentless}
its genesal counter-offensive, was reported today to hav

e |

Germans back to the Volkhov River, southeast of |
and in some places to have thrown them across |

Pravda's coprespondent on the
Tula front, south of Moscow,
sald Gen. Boldin's uoop. had

Sister In City

At feast one Vancouver hotne
has been hit by Hongkong
casualties annsunced today.
Mrs. George St. John, 5609
Angus, was a sister of Briga-
dier J. K. Lawson, commander
of the Canadian forces in the
crown colony, believed killed
in action.

Cameron on Hongkong Island, the British
today.

ally has suffered heavy casual. [P
ties.

and perhaps —Japanese forces
who made a light “penetration” In their lines on Mount

AFRICA TROOPS

Nazis Moving Through

Occupied ign
Of Fr

NEAR BORDER

(By Canadian Press.)
OTTAWA, Dec. 23.—Fighting day and night on the hills
Canadian army forces have suf-
fered heavy casualties, Defense Minister J. L. Ralston an-
nounced tt

, | be

nﬂerﬂluer’sﬁmd-ypmdn-

| mation, uponnmmh:(enm-

mand of

| forces, to lhe effect that the

| German front from Norway

to the Spanish border must
consolidated.

MAY BE SHIPPED.
So far the number of troops

by
lessional soldiers of the moving southward is reported

permanent force. Their homes were in Ottawa.

| NEW NazI MOV
of the Germans reinforeing their
| imperilled African troops was
seen today in the anmowuncement
that N

mans may take through occupied
France and Spain to Spawish
Moroceo, A Winted in the
plans for th past few day
attack on Gydralt

the

& today's information cot
.ﬁ‘ he British ldmln]ly
It though the defenders
of Hongkong have to get thﬁr

wi
broad playing fields of

‘.{% Valley recreation area
east Of Victoria,

OVER 1000 PRISONERS.
According to a Dome! report |
from Tokio, the Invaders took |
the British fort on Mount Cam.
eron, In mid.isla

Although the Jaj
| agency report claimed Brlll-lh
resistance # had collapsed, the
British informant declared the
island fortress still was holding
out according to advices here
| Just before noon (3 am. PST.).

might become available
Hongkong.

from

infrmation out to some sh
and then have it relayed.” one
source said. "It is extremely |
| difficult to say when more com-
‘ plete information might be avail- |
able.”

In assigning two such experi-
enced officers as Brig. Lawson
and Col. Hennessy to the Hong-
kang contingent the deferise de-
partment had an eye to provid
|n( the small forces there with

he best possible leadership in
lnlidpﬂlon of the role it was
to play. Their deaths in the

tempt to close the

—Possibility

t- |
editerranean.

not large and It was not
whether they were equipped for
shipment from Spain to North
| Africa, where the Axis armies
lrrlndlnltrllu.

was, however, the first size-
‘lblc lddmon to German forces
in
lmnncelhehuof!m

German army

equxpmmxnuuenpmuupn
lu Spanish-French border for

{“What We Take
‘We Hold to End,”
.Says Canadian

detenders of Hongkong over
the BB.C.

The veteran said that hold-
ing to the last man was the
spirit of the old Canadian
forces.

“You are putting up a
grand fight” he sald. “As
a Canadian veteran I feel
sure you are just as proud
of your task as our boys
were In the first World
War, and from your resist.
ance we draw Inspiration. . ,

“God be with you in your
trying hour. We know you

|
| will continue to give a good
|

account of yourself. To
everybody In Hongkong:
“Good luck.”

|PHILIPPINE BATTLE RAGES

Japs Land on Wake Island;

.Gamson s Fate Is Unknown

(By Assoclated Press)

| WASHINGTON, Dec. 23
landed on Wake Island.

—(AP)—A Japanese force has

In making this announcement today the United States
navy said that enemy units of unspecified strength landed
| this morning on the tiny mid-Pacific island where marines
had beaten off repeated onslaughts by enemy aircraft and

naval units.

(By Associated Press)
WASHINGTON, Dec.

The

strong forces at Santo Tomas,

dig def Joint war uction committee | of ‘nknvln. j;lmy}l:lo:!nhlt‘ll':\ :l'dynpx:;';n:n fighting Indicate | ynjteq States war department | approximately 125 miles from
to erect or dig defenses n n

which the Russians in their
present mood can not plerce
or circumvent or cut off and
isolate.

Russlan progress towards
relieving Leningrad was much
more apparent during the
‘weekend, particularly along
the Moscow-Leningrad rall-
way. The Russians have now
regained the Chudovo dist
and unless Von Leeb, or
ever is now In command there,
lets go of Schusselburg and
the surrounding area soon

chances of withdrawing
be small. Such a with-

of the United States and Canada
(Reportéd on Page 6.) For that
statemefit which proposes the
sweeping away of customs and
administrative barriers—in fact
of anything that impedes the
war effort—may well be In ft-
self a model for the wider agree-
ment  between Britain, the
United 'States, the Dominions,
Russia, the Netherlands and. all
the nations opposing Hitlerism.

Expand Policy

‘What has worked on a_smaller
scale between Canada and the
United States may be expanded |
on a broader scale to include the
whole world.

Thus, out of these muunn
three objectives are seen as im-
mediate goals.

1. UNITY OF ACTION—Per-
haps In the form of a su-

for the rush
front and 110 miles east of Len-
ingrad.
| OPEN COMMUNICATION,
Private letters arriving In
Moscow from 'Leningrad were
cited as proof that communica-
tlons southeast of Leningra
had been reopened. Writers uld
the food situation In the Baltic |
city had improved and they =
pressed the belief supplies ha
arrived there from United States |
and Great Britain.
Military despatches sald e
German lines at the heart of the
Moscow front also continued to
bend back after having been

kes at the flanks in the
lifiin and Tula sectors.
NEW ROUT.
Pravda, the Communist p-r!y
newspaper,  reported

troops bursting from Leningrad
had routed the Germans on that
front. In one sector, where the

Germans sought to impede the
Russian punnn by a counter-

|l day and a m.m of !l[hlln[ He
| added, however, that the Ger-
|mans were resisting stubbornly
|and counter-attacking.

HEAVY FIGHTING.

From the southwestern front,
‘when the Red army has been
driving ' the Germans back

| trom the Caucasus gateway and |
| out of the Donets iron and coal
n, came a Tass Agency re.
\pm telling of the recapture of |
villages and new positions.
any fighting was golng on
around Maloyaroslavets, 63 miles
southwest of Moscow A Tass
despatch indicated the Russians
were trying desperately to drive

elll.blllhed two rrwmhs lgo

Jap-owned Timber
et [May Not Be Seized

VICTORIA, Dec. 23.—(CP) —

ties said today that Japanese
allen-owned timber tracts and
other natural resources in this
province are subject to selzure
by the Dominion Government,
but are no concern of the British
Columta

the Nazis out of strong pesitions |

Provincial Goverpment authori. |

Ive role In the | reported today Japanese were

'nruuk continuing to pour in troops on

War Workers Urged

Manila ;
Observers here Interpreted the

F the loss of these two  the Lingayen C il iR

To Work on Fnday mmn“m affect the leadership | of M announcement, as (ndieating

of the Canadians in Hongkong American and Filipino troops. re-

By muvhmmvnncmmpnnmm was not Immediately clear as a | “in 3 v ported earlier to holding a

ICTORIA, 23.— | fuil list of the officers making | A communique sald the invad. | line north of Damortis, four

“u" George S. Pearson, | up the staff has not been pub- |ers' landing operations were o o RS
minister of labor, today | lished: being supported by increasing §

| urged workers n wartime | - Y « Gf bombing and attick  MANILA, Dec. 28.—(API—

industries, and especially | Chrtsiane, hiwever, form | SUHCE Heavy casualties resuited this

but the Hi ks
] those in ship construction, to | Ly & PArt of the Hongkang gar

| rison, and the higher command  Defending  American and | Afiernoon when three Japanese
forego the holiday on Box.| fu mmn.’m“” Tor gen. Philippine 1roops gained some | Plines bombed a centre which
ing Day and Saturday |11 ral drection of the operatons initsr successen, W was. .| M boen reserved for persons
View of the necessity for| yusis in British officers. ported, In a major engagement | C'Rcuated from  Manila
war supplies and ships. (Japanese despatches clalmedl | fought in the vicinity of Santo | OtHer towns
“H. R. MacMillan and Aus—l. number of Canadians had been Tyn\u in the Lingayen Gulf ™= b N Sl
us Tawe. Prang espect | taken prisoner.) some 120 air miles from siito Tomas, hed
Sy L5 | Initial information given out » se etforts to ad
St Stilpping Bowrd. e about Canadian lossex at Hong. B
| poraheelol care nm® o™ | kong, In advance of the defense | ter
| portance of carrying on &%) pnliier's  prepared statement c
| "’“"”l :"”‘ "‘df"’l""‘" 1N/ as brief. circling the main defenses of e o
} Christmas  week ends ::5‘ It wax given to the Canadian Luzon Island. See:Page 300 | O DU ARG THOCS

Press In a telephone call from
minfiter said. | the press liaison office.
| T earnestly commend this| 'Brig Lawson led his Cana

| request to wartime industry | gians into the Orient only in mid

Sharp Fighting,
But Japs Halted

hard by American airmen, re-
| ported to have beaten off one
|attempted landing under the

workers for thelr serious| November and the L seocleted Pross | guns of Japanese destroyers.
consideration.” Hongkong was the frst ml MA'\ILA Dec. 23. — Unlted m situation in the Davao
Oghting Canadian  forces had | States army headquarters an- area Island, south
Vancouver stores and|,ean in thils wag. today sharp fighting | uu.m. troops
offices must close on BOXINg | “yner Brig. Lawson were men (Was continuing in  northern |have been engaged In sharp fight.

| Day, but factories may stay

Wi id the had been
open. (Seo Page 11) from two battalions, the Winni- | Luzon, but sal ere

atxmaTy. e

peg Grenadiers and the Quebee nodnuv in positions since yes-
Royal Rifles. terday, when the Japanese landed

|u with a Japanese landing
force, was described officially as



