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REAL SHORTAGE IN' CANADA

Ottawa is being bc;mbard

really as bad as it is
shortage.

According to Vancouver's A.
‘H. Willlamson, now at Ottawa
as director of supplies, the
gravity of the rubber problem
can not be exaggerated. *There
is no chance of betterment until
after the war,” he says.

War has imposed many new
demands for rubber, auperseding
clviian requirements. Rubber
belting keeps many war indus-
tries rolling. Civilian goods are
being restricted, over 900 artl-
cles being so far affected, rang-
Ing from tennis and golf balls
and hot-water bottles to rubber
footwear and automobile tires.
Canadian rubber consumption

pletu

Now it is down to 700 tons,
Japan today effectively con.
trols nine-tenths of the world's
natural rubber production.

Some shipments of Far East.
ern rubber still are straggling
into the United States, But there
will be no more—until the dis.
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Henry Ford is going into the
magnesium business,

So Is Union Carbide & Carbon
Corp, Both companies will use a
sensational new process, which !
Is economical and safe,
Magnesium, lightest of metals !
in Jargescale use, is in lmitless |
demand for the arms program,
Its greatest use is in ajreraft,
The Ford Motor Co, and Union
Carbide (whose research men are
credited with developing the new
process) are expected to produce

Science, Engineers Combat
|Japan’s Rubber Monopoly

People are anxious to know whether the rubber situation is

used to be 2800 tons a month, |

1ENRY FORD AND MAGNESIUM

| lighted with the new process be-

NIPPON'S SCRAP IRON SUPPLY

ed by enquiries about rubber.
red; whether there is a real

Invader, was the ldst real hope.
Its iush plantations contributed
half of the Dutch Indles' 550,000,
ton annual production; roughly
20 per cent, of world output. Ma.
laya, Thailand, Sarawak, North
Barneo, the other important rub.
ber areas, already had pased into
Japanese hands.

Now, new supplies of rubber
for armament depend on -the
chemists and engineers bullding-
& aynthetic industry, No one can
help the average Canadian moto;
Ist. When his tires wear out,
his car must be laid up,

Synthetic rubber, moreover,
can not be counted on for sev-
eral years, Present production is
itrifling in relation to the coun-
try's needs, Real volume produc. |
Hon Is not expected to be at-
talned untll the early months of |
1944,

Then the military will take it
all, It would be necessary to atep
up output considerably In erder
to provide for civilians. That
will take additlonal time, if it
18 thought worthwhile,

belween them In excess of 70
miilion pounds of magnesium a
year,

It is understood that the U. s,
Government is particularly de-

cause it will use 30 per cent, to
40 per cent. less electric power
than the electrolytic method, The
light shetal production problem—
both magneslum ang aluminum
—~Is in large part a problem of
supplying the huge quantities of
power needed,

RIPPLE ROCK JOB—B. C.
Bridge & Dredging Co., headed
by W. G. Mackenzie (above) of
Vancouver, will soon undertake
removeal of Ripple Rock in
Seymour Narrows, long re-
garded as a serfous ménace to
shipping between the main-
land and Vancouver Island
coasts, Estimated cost of the
work s $375,000.

108 JAPANESE
BOATS TAKEN

—_—

Arrangements for inspection
of Japanese fishing vessels at |
New Westminster have been
vastly improved recently, A. I,
McMaster, head of the Japanese
vessel disposal committee, said
this mouning, and the work will |
be coasiderably expedited I the
future.

“Persons wishing to Inspect
particular vessels can now do so
without inconvenience or dis.
couraging delays,” he said,

Scrap Iron Proj
“FLYING DUTCHMAN” ELUDES |APAN ESE

tip of the Jap-held Kurile Islands.

Captain Jan Vollers, 33.year.
old master of the Dutch frelghter
Withelmina, incidentally his first
command, told in Seattle today
how he and his crew had man.
aged to navigate across—the Pa-{
cific with !mprovised charts to
escape the battle fleets of Nip.
pon. ’

How Vollers brought his little
vessel from. within s
Japan to safety ‘' an Alaskan
port is a story of deflance and
esourcefulness.
It was Vollers' experience In
Japanese waters ‘that probably
started hls ship to safety even
before the war began. “The Wil-
helmina was loading coal In the
port of Muroran, southern Hok-
kaido, two days before Pearl
Harbor, It had been coasting
Japan for six months, under
charter to the Yamashita Kisen
Kaisha Company.

SUSPECTED JAPANESE.

This day into Muroran steamed
tweo Japanese destroyers, anchor-
Ing near by, Then the Japanese
shipping agent eame aboard and
warned Captain Vollers, with
polite hissing, that mines were
tloating free in the Wilhelmina’s
course. Mines from Viadivostok,
he =aid, Perhaps not good {o
sail,

Vollers thought over the Japan
sea currents, and knew the Japa-
nese was lying, Perhaps the
Dutch master was suspicious,
Anyway, the Wilhelmina salled
immediately.

Then came pickup of the news
of the attack on Pear} Harbor,
brought the captain by Nicolas
Ostrooumoff, the ship’s Russian

.tain Vpllers, and his officers set |

were painted over with grey,
The name was painted ¢ut. From
a British flag, the crew made a
Russian emblem tg fly at the
stern,

~The two Japanese on board, a
supercargo named Kimura and
a wireless operator, Emori, were
told by the captain to stay off
the bridge and out of the wire-
ess and engine room. But they
were not fdle. The Wiihelmina
had been manceuvring cautlously
inside the Japanese patrol lines:
for a week when the ship’s ap.|
prentice, William Davies, came
to the master,

“Those Japanese have offered
every member of the crew (50}
Chinese) 2000 yen iIf they will|
take the ship back to Japan,” |
Davies, Chinese but a British |
subject, told Vollers. “They say
the crew's families in Shanghai
will be harmed if they refuse” !
“What does the crew say to
that?” Captain Vollers asked.
“They say nothing dofng,” the
apprentice grinned back.

MAPS WERE LACKING,
The Wilhelmina, belng a Japa.

nese coaster, had no maps of the
Central North Pacific, so Cap. |

about 'maklng some. When!

HOME -MADE CHART SAVES g

Skipper Tells Of Amazing Voyage Acro;LRa

2 base. On it Third oM
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The Wilhelmina headed east,
Captain Vollers as yet undecided
whether to try for Alaska or for
Petropaviovsk, near the northern

Black out, the little Dutch
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charts he pasted on scrap paper aturday, February
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