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DR IMPORTANT

J.S. Farm Prices
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colidate and preserve the gains
already made. The administra-
tive reply js that If prices were
allowed to rige to the levels de.
manded by the farm bloc it
would increase the nation's food

.{bill a billlen dollars annually,
. | which brings us down
{consumer's side of the story.

WAE SPUBS ADVANCE.

to the

In the absence of any com-

iprehensive measure of retail

food prices, the best we can rely
on {8 the Dun & Bradstreet index
of wholesale prloes. This Index
repregents the sum total of the
price per poubd of 31 foods in
general use, On December 2,
1941, this figure stood at $3.33,

A week later, the Pearl Harbor
attack having oceurred in the
interval, it had jumped 4 cents
to $3.37 and on February 24 last
it was up to $3.58, a galn for the
war period of 23 cents,

Incidentally the present scale
of food prices at wholesale is
the highest in fifteen years and
in twelve weeks there has been
no revergal amounting to a
slngle cent,

Retall prices vary widely ac-
cording to location but it is safe
to assume that thelr advance:
has paralleled quotationg at
wholesale,

For the farmer it can be said
that his costs have increased
also. Worse than that, he is
faced with a labor shortage of
alarming proportions. Most
congressman, not all, perhaps,
but the great majority, will favor
the side which bulks largest
among their constituents. Only
the Presfdent represents the
nation as a whole, There are
more consumers than produe-
ers but the latter are always
better organized.
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Production

stitutes is also being forwarded
in the United States,
Government  scientists  are
studying the possibility of ex-
tending the growing of sun-

. flowers throughout the country,

with the objective of obtalnmg
olf from thelr seeds, It is ex-
pected provision for growing
seed stock will be made by ex-
perfmental farme in the present

-{ year, with the probability that,

if the oll content is found to be
sufficlent to warrant develop-
ment, largescale plantings will
be encouraged in 1943.

Some varieties of weeds, such
as  stinkweed, have been sug-
gested as possible sources of ad.
ditional oi} supplies, but agricul-
tural authorities have been re.

- {luctant to turn to this source

untli other possibilities have
been exhausted as such weeds
have been fought persistently for
many years.

Flax production increased con-
siderably in 1941, with output in
thé prairie provinces, the main
source of supply, placed at 6,
240,000 bushels against 2,875,000
in 1940,

Electric Conference

Covers Wide Range

Delegates to the annual meet-
ing of the Canadian Electrical

' | Association kept busy Wednes.
day” aftérnoon,” dlecussing sub-|

Jects which came under the head-
ing of advertising, rural, resi
dential, commercial and indus-
trfal . sales, engineering and
operating,

Nine papers were read in the
residential bureau, and included
daaline wHh  hama

‘SPRUCE VITAL
WAR MATERIALY

In juamlcatlon of the acfion
of- Queen Charlotte Islands
logging operators in closing the
great spruce camps to all per-
song except camp employees and
government officlals, a state.
ment has been {ssued by the
leading concerna operating on
the Islapds including the J. R.
Morgan Company, Allison Log-
ging Company, and the Kelley
Logging Company.

“Entrance to our camps is re-
stricted, for the duration of the
war, to our own employees and
ofticials of the government. We
intend to leave nothing undone
to prevent sabotage or any Inter.
ference with the carrying on of
our operations.

“The spruce we are produeing
on Queen Charlotte Islands is a
vital war material, and we feel
we would be remiss in our duty
In these times, when the danger
of war on our coast is apparent
to everyone, if we permitted in.
diseriminate entrance to our
operations,

DUES COLLECTION.

“Representatlves of a certain
1unlon have objected to our
lpo]lcy bzcause it apparently in.
terfered with collection of union
dues,

“We might point out that
many others desire to enter our
camps and contact our em-
ployees, ostenstbly to collect
money; but to permit entrance
to one organization would neces-
sitate opening to others. This
would result not only in inter-
ference and slowing up of pro-
duction, but would leave our
plants exposed to sabotage,

“In deciding on a policy of
restricted camp entrance, at this
time, we are not unmindful of
the action of the LW.A., as re-
ported in Canadian Government
Labor Orgeanization in Canada,
1940, when the unfon refused
to remove Communists from

the fact that members of the
Communist party adopted, in
May, 1940, & platform of barring
loans, credits and war supplies
to (Allled) belligerents, as cited
on page 158, Canadian Govern-
ment report Labor Organlzation
in Canada, 1940,

NEVER DISCRIMINATED, )

“The Queen Charlotte Islands
operators have never discrimi-
nated or interfered in any way
with their employees in union
affiliation. .

“The companies have always
permitted employees to draw
wages in advance In addition to
the regular pay days. This policy
is still in force, and many em.

it to purchase Victory bonds.
“The Queen Charlotte Islands
operators have always been
willing to discuss matters of
mutual interest with their em.
ployees and will continue to ad-
Here to this policy. Wage stan-
dards and living conditions in
the Queen Charlotte Islands
pruce camps are equal to the
highest prevalling in the British
Columbia logging industry.”

1ts membership, notwithstanding |,

ployees have taken advantage of | 5

More Oil for Navy

| Jap Fishermen
Help B.C. Cut

Down on Gas

By B. A. McEELVIE.
Dally Province Staff Correspondenk

VICTORIA, March 5.—Japa-
nese fishermen are contributing
to Canada’s husbanding of gaso-
line for war purposes, it wasg
pointed out by Dr. W. A, Car-
rothers, chalrman of the Coal
and- Petroleum—- Control Board,
In announcing the totals of gaso-
line consumption for January.

A decline of 56,107 gallons in
the consumptlon of marine gaso-
Hne for that month was malnly
due to the sefzure by the Do-
minion Government of Japanese
fishing boats, he said,

ANOTHEE SAVING.

Another saving in gasoline is
expected to result from the lay.
ing up of some 1400 motor vehi
cles operated by Japanese, which
were ordered off the highways
by the Dominion on February 25.

Gasollne sales for January
totalled 4,574,968 gallons, a re-
duction of 550,702 gallons from
December’s total of 5,125,670 gal-
lons. Sales for January last
year were 4,549,723 when_there
were fewer cara operating and
lese war industry,

Sales by retaflers fell off by
425306 gallons, and marine by
56,107. Owing to the increased
use of gasoline in war industrles,
however, there was an increase
of 163,766 gallons in sales on
commercial accounts,

In the Victorla area 651,653
gallons were used, or 14.2 per
cent, of the sales, while the bal-
ance of the Pprovince reglstered
36 per cent.

Vancouver area consumed—2;
219,558 gallons; Victoria area,
651,653 gallons, and the balance
of the province, 1,643,756.

e TR

Insurance Business

Aids War Financing

—HKILGOUR.

War’'s effect on the life {nsur-
ance business is similar to the
influence that prevalled in 1914-
18 except that higher taxes rep-
resent a consideration that did
not. apply so much durilng the
last conflict, according to D. E.

Kilgour,  president of “North
Ameriean Life Assurance Com-
pany.

Mr. Kilgour is spending a few
days on the Coast during an in.
spection tour that has carrled
him to mrrost of the larger centres
in Western Canada.

“War invariably makes people
more realistic, more conscious of
the need for protection,” said
Mr. Kilgour, wha referred to the
rising volume of insurance busi.
ngsn here and throughout Can.

a.

*The Insurance companies
have helped stabilize the national
economy in wartime,” he added.
They have prepared the ground.
work for Investment in bonds
by promoting the practice of
thrift even in times of peace, and
they have bought Victory Bonds
almost to the limit of their avall.
able investible funds. In the last
loan they invested $100,000,000
and the total will be greater this
time.”

THE WEATHER

MARCH 5, 1942.
Vancouver and  vicinity—
Slightly cooler.
Victoria and vIclnlty—-Sthtly
cooler.

Library Presented
To Deepsea Vessel

On Wednesday Colonel Rev, C.
C. Owen, president of British
Sallors’ Soclety branch here,
presented another oceangoing
library to the master of another
deepsea ghip.

These lbraries are for the use

of the'entire ship's company; Thig |~

particular donation was made by
E. H. Allen of this city.
James Johnstone, -euperinten-
dent of the Sallor " Hoéme, asks:
all who love good hooks to Te-

member the men of the merchant !
miarine, and whenever possible to '
pas3.on a book or books in good

OCkanagan and Kootenay—-
Tempera(um unchanged.
Mhrn
B, C— ‘H“gﬁ Low
\'Ancomer
Victoria 40
Nanaimo 49 39
New Westminster 45 39
Kam 57 33
Prince George 37 32
K £ 3
enticton
vernen 48 31
Nelson 41 —
aslo 42 32
The Prairies—
aten a a2

condition to”-the Vancouver;

With  the provision of an
hourly ferry service to the basin
where the interned Japanese
fisherles fleet ig _pfd, there has
been a very mad¥ed increase in
the number of peoplé daily in-
specting the boals with a view
to purchase, stated A. E, Mc
Master, chairman of the Japa-
nese Fishing Vessel Disposal
committee today.

Where two or three persons

were able to get out to examine.

the boats, there are now 40 to 50
each day. --And the result of
tthis -increase In activity will
scon be marked by more trans.
fers of vessgls, Mr. McMaater
believes.

To date the number of trans.
fers arranged total nearly 150
veasels,

There 18 no charge for the
ferry service, but all who use
the ferries must carry the identi-
tleation permit of the Japanese
vessel committee,

Reinke In New Post

OTTAWA, March 5.—(CP)—

Carl Reinke, former member of
the parliamentary press gallery
for the Canadian Press, and for-
mer Toronts newspaperman, has
been appointed chief of the news
and features sectlon of the office

of the director of publlc infor-
mation,

which three naval vesgels will _—
slip down the ways within 30

105 1 hours this weelcend In the Seat-
3 Shlps in 30 Hours - tle-Tacoma area’ was. disclosed

SEATTLE, March 5.—(AP)— | today with approval of the.13th. .
A shiplaunching schedule under ‘ Naval District headquarters,

Seattle to Launch

DO YOU SUFFER
FROAR

H E@N%@ﬁﬁ '?
Vl@ée |
IACLEAN STOMACH POWDER

This noted British-preserip-
tion is used in leading
hospitals in Great Bnta.m.
It contains the four afkalies
prescribed for the prompt
relief of acid-stomach dis-
comforts, Maclean Stomach
Powder quickly relieves
agonizing pains arising from
acid stomach, indigestion,
*hearfburn and gastritis, Why

“suffer any longer? Maclean
Stomach Powder has brought
relief to millions. Buy a
bottle of Powder or Tablets
todsy from your druggist.

Tablel alio in
Hendy Pockat
Slze Tia = 25¢

WARNING!
RAACLEAN BRAND Stomach Powder
I3 only genuina If the signatore
ALEX, C. MACLEAN appocrs en the package
INSIST ON THIS SIGNATURE B~
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“CRASH"!

A BLINDING flome .., -
the shell, seconds later,

‘ ged mto an-inf
~of eruphngm away=Our ‘7 rch

¥ Navy's
té the submarine menace, vividly porfrayed by Lloyd -
'Tumu. '

Nanmm'O'M‘ay Be Herrmgfp tal

POSSIBILITY THAT THE former coal tapital of the West
will become the herfing trade centre of the Pacific Coast
is envisioned by Mayor V., B. Harrison of Nangsime. An
mleruﬂng ) study of the fuhmg industry by B. A, MeKclvu.

Preseht War Foretold in 1500‘

CURIOUS AND FASCINATING pwphecies up to the prase ;
___ent- World War ‘were foretold by Michel Nostradamus, -
“born'in St. Remy, Provence,-in the vaar 1503, An astound<




