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HOW CANADA SEIZED JAPANESE BOATS
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Bor?" —as well .!u mly—
then you will kno

od, the
Fublic, and pertaps s sti11
on the secret Lt

Ships seized

The opening paragraph of
the: report, filed with the fed-
1 ministry of fisheries in
Ottawa in December, 1842,
states:
“Immediately following the
« declaration of war with Japan
in December, 1941, steps were
taken by naval service to
bring into custody all fishing
vessels, by persons of
Jmm nationality or Japa-
% 1.3 vedoe
re in-
I.I were

~of the various types

volved and these
n:md along the mu length
: British Columbia

all !he

truck gardens, corner stores
unimproved land, were also
seized under the War Meas-
ures Act. And about 23,000
Japariese — whether born in
Canada or in Japan — were
being processed and tagged
d shipped to ‘camps near
Hope, and all through the
terior, or farmed out to -um
beet 75 and other pro-

+ ducers on the Prairies.

No Japanese were to be left
on the coast, ahd that order
was scrupulousty carried out.

\  rAs a postscript, many Japa-
nese never returned to the
coast, for they found a new
Way of life in the Interior
after the war, in business,
drchards, small farming, in

. trades and professions, Somc
did return to the coast and

t like the old
days —

Lbelr new. life

was better — and they went

back East. Some decided to
o J

2
Canadian attitude
them still hostile.

Came back,

Bul most fishermen return-
rom the inland camps
md pulrie farms_beginning
in 1949, When the ban on Jap-
anese fishermen: was_finally
ecured _bbats
lling_ar@ gill-
. And they again
became a dominant factor on
this coast's fishing economy.
But .a_further- footnote. In
November, 1849, Frank Kawa-
soye, who had operated a big
seine boat before the en-
forced evacuation, returned
to Lulu Island with his wife
and child after years worky
ing around Lethbridge. He
was a top fisherman md
*quickly arranged to
new gillnetter from Canadian
Fishing Company.
On November 23, be chug:
ed out into the Strait of
jeorgia for his. first_night's
fishing. He did no
Seareh planes finally_spot-
his gillnetter, ~drifting
with the tide, net half in,
half out. salmon in the box
and salmon.in the net. He
was not on the boat and the
anchor was missing.
lu a reporter, 1 went out to
around Steveston. Door
-lm- door was closed in my
face. I never got to see his

wie.

As T prepared to retirn to
town, 1 heard boots coming
along 2 Boardwalk and three
or four white men came up
1 me. One, the spokesman,
was short, stocky, tough,
dressed in a red mackinaw
and rubber boots.

He said. “We bear you're
Tooking for something about
Frank Kawasoye? Well, you
won't find him. He's gonna
be an_examole lo the rest of
those bastards. We found him
out in the dark and bumped
Bim and he won't be back

. He's got the hook around his
Heck."

They turned and.Jeft, *and
it was dark so 1 couldn't have
ientified them. It might
Bave been sheer bravado, or
whisky talking. O i might

ve béen murds

As far. a5 1 know, Frank
Kawasove's bodv was never

found. Ris death was lisked

I clte this to illustrate the
., Gerfain  degree of hostility

Canada's
. Japanese were on n\dr vuy
to being accepted as’
dian citizens ingtead ol " the
third class status they held
before the wa

Vancouver,
s wile is
" e i
blind in ooe eye, which re-
stricts his reading, be is past
0, those

an old area of
sits. HI

and he remembers

o, T can’t rémember the
name Kewasage. I doa't thisk
I know him, and I ean't re-
member the incjdent. 1t was

2 long time ago.

Mr. Nara — that is not his
real name — was a leader in
the Japanese communi -
fore the war. He bullt a thriv-
ing business, andghe kept files
and documents réating lo the
forced evacuation
Japanese.

es, he knew about m.
Report of Japanese Fishing
Vessels Disposal Committce.

No, be did oot think it kad
ever been releas

T asouctd B b was sbot
as dangerous ‘as a tame
pussycat and he laughed.

“But it still may be secret.
So please don't use my name.
You know. ll was a Im‘ time
ago, but ma

S we talked, and 1 told him
it had been drawn up by

Mr. Justice Sidney Smith,
chairman, and Commander
L. Johnson, .later warden

of the Port of Vancouver, and
e executive assistant’ s

er,
said Nara. “All
passed away. I knew them
all. Good men. They worked
ard.” .

rt made no attempt
to_explain why the J-pmm
fishing boats bad been sei
and thels owners'and families
deported. Neither did it justify
the emergenty measure. Nor
did it explain how certain
decisions were reach
Perhaps It was written just
to be filed away, forever.
The human element, more
than 1,300 fishboats and pack:”
ers and the livelhood of
probably 5,000 people, s not a
fictor in this report.
port’s second para-
graph reads: “The method
was to assemble vessels at
specific mooring areas,” prin- _
cipally in the Fraser-River *
near New Westminster ‘where
approximately 1000/ vessels
were moored, Some 200 ves-
sels were stored in Tuck's
Inlet at Prince Rupert and
the remainder at other out-
ports. Vessels were immobil.
ized when seized of after as-
semhiv at moorinef by remov.
ing vital engine parts and cer-
tain navigating instruments.™

Followed order

ara remembered: “The
Japanesk were told to bring I
their bohts. And they did.
There was only one escort by
the navy, I think. All the rést
came in by'themselves. There
was no trouble, they all did as
they wers told. We wers obeyy
ing a law, whether it waf
right or wrong."”

The report's next
graph gentioned that *'s
weather conditions prevailing
in December and January,
caused tnmlde 4

para-

vos A very bad winier The
Fraser froze over. It was a
very bad time for everyone.
Ice came down the river and
cut up the outside boats. You

all gillnetters and troliers at
Annieville Slough. I think
about 150 boats were sunk,
and of course, they had to be
raised. Jt was a big job."
But the loss of 130 fish-
boats. was the least of the
overnment’s worrles.
The Japanese were excel-
et fishermen, their boats
kept in good repair, and they
were.an important segment of
the pre warTt
Canads was at war, and
food was becoming scarce.
The Japanese boats had fo be
put to, work.
first,
the

many Japanese
ey  could fish

war was far away. What did
it really concern them?

It concerned them, accord-
ing to government reasoning,
because there bad always

men had big, bigh-powered
radios on their boats and the
Imperial Navy in Tokyo knew
the movement of every- naval
ship, freighter, ferry, seiner,
nd dinghy between Polat
'y and Stewart Channel.
‘l'hll canard was long,
long ago buried. deep, for
there was never found a
lhrtd of evidence of such ac-

the boats bad to
be vul to work, to be sold,
and the obvious buyers were
the big companies, most of
them still active and who now
virtually control the total
fishery of the Pacific Coast.

Tough job
The job of the dllpoul com.
mittee was tough one. It
had 1,337 Japanese hocu -
68 seiners, 120 trollers, 850
gillnetters, 148 packers “and
141 cod boats.™An enormous

number, all of different ages, *

all in various states of sea-
worthiness, and hundreds in
ates of disrepair.

In other words, there were
1337 boats with 1337 values.

And, there still persists to-
day, the belief that most of
these bosts were sold, over
Japanese p:r(uu at 10 cents,
or 20 cents on the

1If the mm report is to be
believed, this isTiot the case.

The case is that the Japao-
ese owners never had any say
in what the hoat was worth.
He could quote a price, but
that was about as far as it
went.

What wasn't taken into con-
sideration was that the own-
ers were in concentration
camps — called, euphemisti-
cally, evacuation camps — in
the Interior. If the boats were
not put to work, they would
rapidly decay—dry rot, ru.ll

opening of seams, seizing
“engioes, fire, gmnl debﬂ.l-
tation, vandall

So they had 'y be sold, abd
quickly

1f the owner didn't like the
deal, he could ask for arbitra-
tion, The _report says there
was only one case of arbitra-
tion.

Here is the resull, of that
arbitration, brought by one
Japanese representing four
other fishermen in the sale
of their five purse seine boats

'm owners asked a total
of $38,600,

The adian Fishing Com-
pany 's top total bid was $34,-

m governmedt's official
marine surveyor,! an expert
from San Francisco, set the
price at $33.450.

Canneries hurt

independent Sppeaiser
set_the price at $35,128,

The arbitration board then
declared the sale price at
$35,065.

I.am told the Japanese
scine boat owners were hap
Py — presumably apart from
the factthat their livelihood
had n" taken from them,
as well s their freedom for
the next three years.

Most _vessels- were sold in
the first months of the sale,
and mostly to the big fishing
companies — which had the
available 'money. They need-
ed the money to keep their
canneries operating.

t was a straight economl-
cal mea: but it was Also
a major war effort.

tnote, the loss of
the Japanese fisherman was
a double blow to the can-
beries because thelr wives
working- on the unm:&(hﬂ‘
were (u( efficient
‘most reliable workers obtal
ble. When they were shipped
out, “the lines had to" be
manned by whites and In-

ns.
A total of 660 fishboats were

L

st Annieville DyW‘Blver,'lu reconditioning before being sold

buwht by companies, broken
wn into 42 seiners, 18 trol-
|m silinetiers, o, "packers,
74, and codboa
Individual lhhermm took
227 boats, or 255 per cent of
Ihc total sold.

These individuals bought I
seiners, 39 trollers, 118 gilnet.
ters, 20 packers and 39
boats.

The report, nounl the hige
hases by the companies,
uld “The lnru compnulu

it mt-veml.l of m -
ter, seiner and packer types
were made .v.ume to fish-
ermen who required financial
assistance in securing these
vessels, The companies pur-
chased the bats in their own
names, but immediately re-
sold 1o ‘individual fishermen
at the same purchase price.”
The report assumed — al-
though no conclusive figures
are available that “at least
90 per cent of all small ves-
sels_purchased by the
companies will ultimately be
owned by individual fisher-
men, and that, therefore, 83
per ‘cent of ‘the 887 vessels
sold through lh.e. committee

tion, the Royal Cana-
dian Navy, the RCAF and the
Canadian Army also nqnhl
tioned 43 of the best
&hldl g nine seiners. )(ol(
fhe seiners were re-outfit-
(or patrol work, and han-
d.!rd by what was known as
“The Gumboot Navy,” fisher-
men who kiigw the coast.

Saw war duty

The British government also
requisitioned_and later bought
several vessels, and a few
served on mine sweeping
duties as far away as the In-
dian Ocean.

Total sales reached $1,406,-
055, plus about $1%,000 for the
sale of fishing gear and mis-
cellanecous gear.

After all adm
penses had paid, the
Japanese fishermen received
$1,116,889.

‘Any liens, gas, repair or net
charges against the vessel
had to be cleared off before
there was a transfer of own-
ership,

Cost of repairing damaged |

\r:;eh while in custody

government.
amage to the vessels was
~tapsive. A total of 679

buyers claimed for repairs,
vajued at $104513. Of these,
only 338 were paid a fotal
cost of $89.295.

oday, a 45:foot drum
seiner (not built much row)
would cost perhaps 120,000
with full electronic gear
36-foot troller with full’ elec-
tronic equipment could cost
up to a 32oot

gilnetter fully equipped might |

cost an ear-splitting $30,000.

In 1942, the ‘public prices
paid for 53 seiners averaged |
$5,604.

Fifty.seven trollers went for
an average $1.321

The 625 gillnetters sold for
an average $620 each.

The 94 pmn went for
82275, average.

The 58 cod boats sold for
$1,151, ayerage,

A far cry from today's
prices, but it is pointed out
that. perhaps the figures were
not out of line,

Today's boats, built in an
age of inflation and: high-cost
labor and materials, plus ex-
tremely  sopbisticated  elec-
tronic gear, can hardly be
baiis for comparison.

How fair?

Assuming that independen: |
‘appraisers’ back in January,
INZ. were ‘glving fair evalua.
bere is one sale picked
nndom

a 52 lool ulner

ted to operate for herring |

between Namu and Steveston,
The replacement value of the
1yearold vessel was esti-
mated at $18,000. The ap-
praiser’s estimate was $10,-

istrative ex-

'

Secret war re?)or’r chro icles a-sad

000. The owner had it insured
“Tor $11,800, and wagred about
7$10,000 for it, but a pencilled
note on the application sald
he was willing to take $9,000
cash. So his price was $9,000°
This would appear to be a
fair market, with supply and
demand factors in evidence.
But was it really a fair
m-rku'
eport makes no men-
llon o! hw a sale wis com-
pleted, but Nara said, “Three
reliable, tworth: an-
ese from the fishermen's as-
soclation were appointed as
contacts. Their job was to sell
the boats. They would get an
offer,_and phone or write the
“owner in Fourteen-Mile
Ranch, or Sandon, or Leth-
bridge, wherever be was,
and most sales were that
b

Was it the best way?

The old man shook his head
and smiled.
Some Japanese refused Lo
sell In the words of the
. the latter plr!
o8 May i "bhcame. puidens
that certain llplnuc groups
were determined , to retain
ownership of i Vesses w0
luve it to the gmtmmrnl
agency to continue re
ahd upkee indefiptely.
So, a little bomb of a reso-
Iution was adopted:_

Forced sales

~ “When a bona fide pifer 1o
purchase a vessel is made by
an eligible applicant and the
price is deemed fair, but not
less than the suggested nego-,
tiating price, and the Japa
ese continues to refuse to sell,
or places an. unduly high
price. on his vessel and re-
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HARRY HAMMER

NATION'S- FOREMOST STOCK LIQUIDATOR OF
FURNITURE, CARPETS, APPLIANCES, TV, STEREO

STRIKES AGAIN!

fuses to arbitrate, the com-

re shall
beld h trust until the Japan-
umbm.l lM
: u-nmm
license or ut~

cuting & nm of ule."

One does not have to be &
high court justice to figure
out that language.

These were called
Sales, and 1523 vessels
sold under this resolution.

‘The recalcitrant owners did
well under Forced Sale, al-
though it caused considerable
blllerneu

vessels, .mostly
lmlﬂ ones, were sold for §72,-

" \above the fair price, and 20

per cent above the survey

By August, I the deal
was wrapped uj

Al 80 boats, ed to

be old, damaged or uneco-

re never sold.

ere handed over to

Ihe Official Custodi and

Nara sald, “We never dld

bear what' ever ned to
those boats. I pri they
were sold somewhere later, or
wm: of them.

1f the owners were compen-
sated, the records must lie
in some musty cellar in Ot-
tawa.

After the war, the War As-
s ration disposed at
publlc sale of the 43 bn.u—-or
those lefi—used by the
air force and army. No rec

ord is available of these sales.
Ao 'what of the Japanese
boats now, today?

1f percentages don't lie, an
amazing number of the big

" seltiers and packers are still

around.

T submitted a list of 14 sein-
ers and packers to Homer
Stevens, secretary of the
United ' Fishermen -and  Ah.
lied Fishermen's-Union, and
he thought that 11 of them
were still operating. A da;
later T checked his assistant
on the list and he said 12 were
still working.

At The WAREHOUSE -

996 HOMER ST.
SEE HARRY HAMMER IN ACTION!

“Seeing s Be&euwg

$1,000,000 STOCK OF LEADING NAME -
* BRANDS. LATEST FALL MODELS. ALL
MUST BE LIQUIDATED NOW!

SALE STARTS THURSDAY, 9 AM.
OPEN THURSDAY AND FRIDAY TO 9 P.M.

ishing tale

Mddlmlrm

ver.
And what of the Japanese?
The death of Fi wa-
soye that dark night
obvi d no eff
their return.

More than ever

~~They are back on the cofst

‘more Bumerous Jever,
maore than
ever. It is likely tocbe a son
who left as a child for the
Interior.

What were the thoughts of
the-CJapanese fishing com-
munity when the order came?

Nara emphasizes he
speaks only for himself, but
be said, “There was a loss,
‘of course, and it was suffered
by the Japanese fisherman."

But anti-Japanese and Chio-
ese feeling ran extremely
high, and the Japanese fisher-

n was the object of dis.
crimination, and the noose
was uu.ing.ug hter every
yean

We \ven a close commu-
nity, through-eur fishing as-
muuon‘ our fyrmer’ lasoc
iations, our ‘schoo
churches, our clubs, W- hld
to belp each other. There
was 1o other way. Our stand-
ard of living was so low. If a
man didn't fish, or farm, then
the only jobs he could get
were in mills and the sailway
section gang."

And how is it now?

“Ater - the suffering, the
matter is now clarified. There
is no discrimination now in
Vlnrrm\r-r against the Japa-
nese he seld.

And he lirmly believes that
all those long years were a
turning minl for the Japa-
nose

ile pointed out that Japa-
nese are row in every prov-
ince with 7,000 in Toronto
alove vchere sore. there were
none — and they are in every
tspe of business, and. In the
urulesswns #nd universities.

There is some bitterness
among the Japanese, but very
littl, he beli

‘It will be loﬂd here for the
Lencrations to come,” be said.

the

Wdl'G

™. 1016 GRANVILLE °® 996 HOMER

~

NELSON
AT




