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The Office of the CusSodian gty e
Japanese Evacuation Section, TN o R 7
Vancouver, B. C.

Dear Birst~

1 have been asked by two elderly Japanese evacueesi=<

Far
ey Riyo Ishihara, Kip Alta, (Widow)
4 Lo Tehijiro Watanabe, phpp, Alta., (Bachelor)

if your Department cen give some financial assistance
for their return to Japan.

Both of the above parties were evacuated from Abbotsford, B.C.
%g 1942‘:nd have since been of the farm of Mr. Hans Ellingson,
PPy ta.

Mrs. Riyo Ishiharas whose husband passed away last fall is
crippled in the left leg and right hand end has no relatives
in this country to depend upon for subsistence. She 1s
presently living on a farm and is living on a meager relief
she obtains from the Welfare Department. She fears that
unless she returns to Japan to her relatives, she may become
totally disabled and becoue a patient in a Government
{nstitution. Friends and neighbours have helped but she
eannot always depend upon their assistance.

Mr. Watanabe lives next door to Mrs. Ishihara and he was in
K;rtnerlhip on best labour contract with Mr. Ishihars until

s sudden death last fall. He does some beat labour and odd
farm jobs in the summer, other than this he has no income.
From his meager income he has been helping Mrs. Ishihara.
He wishes to return to Japan to his relatives because at his
age of 68 he cannot make a living, and also to accompany
Mrs. Ishihara as she cannot travel alone in her semi-invalid
condition. He too has no relatives in this country.

I sincerely hope that your Department can give these elderly
persons some kind of help - say a fare back to Japan., 1If
they must pasy their own fare they will have to spend most,

{f not all of their some assets for fare alone. If they stay
in Canada they will become permanent purden to the Canadian
Government, and this would mean far greater expense to the
Government.

I would eppreciate your reply as soon as possible.

Yourg very truly,
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R. Y. Nishikewa




